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New inquest readied into death of Grozelle 
BY PATRICK MALONEY 
Free Press Reporter 

The probe into Joe 
Grozelle's death is finally 
moving forward, with his 
family meeting with provin-
cial officials tomorrow and 
a new start date expected to 
be set by week's end. 

For the father of the 21-
year-old student from 
Ridgetown, the develop-
ments could produce 
answers to several nagging 
questions — including why 
the original coroner's 
inquest was abruptly 
stopped more than two 
months ago. 

"I'm obviously frustrated 
that this whole process is 
taking as long as it has," 
Ron Grozelle said yester- 

day. 
"We're anxious to get it 

going again." 
Joe Grozelle, a third-year 

cadet at Kingston's Royal 
Military College, disap-
peared from his dorm room 
in October 2003. His body 
washed ashore nearby 
three weeks later. Despite 
several police probes, the 
cause of death remains 
unclear. 

A long-awaited coroner's 

inquest into the death 
opened in Kingston Oct. 18 
but was abruptly stopped 
after five days of testimony 
with the presiding coroner, 
David Eden, discharging 
the five-person jury. No 
explanation was given. 

The short hearing was 
also paused several times 
by Eden's objections to the 
nature of questions by 
Bruce Carr-Harris, the 
Grozelle family lawyer. 

Carr-Harris hopes tomor-
row's meeting will establish 
clearer guidelines about 
what can and can't be 
asked. 

"It became a concern just 
whether we were all on the 
same page of what the goals 
of the inquest are," he said 
yesterday. 

"We (should) clarify that 
before we get started; over 
again." 

When probing a death, 

coroner's inquests are to 
answer five key questions 
— including the nature of 
the death — but are clearly 
steered away from assign-
ing blame. 

Several Carr-Harris ques-
tions ran into what the 
Grozelles described as "dif-
ficulties" during the hear-
ing. 

See GROZELLE Page B2 

The first inquest into the cadet's 
death was suddenly halted. 

JOE GROZELLE 

GROZEIJ T: 
Family frustrated 
From Page B1 

"Jf we . . . question whether some-
thing was missed (by investigators), 
it doesn't help us at all. It's not perti-
nent to where we're going," Eden 
said in response to one Carr-Harris 
question. 

Such hearings are held in part to 
help prevent similar deaths in the 
future, Carr-Harris said yesterday, 
and his questions were designed 
with that in mind. 

Though the inquest's new start 
date remains unclear, it will be held 
in Kingston, said Dr. Bonita Porter, 
Ontario's deputy chief coroner. 

Several months passed between 
the announcement of the original 
Grozelle inquest and its start. 
pmaloney@lfpress.com  
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Grozelle inquest to start March 19 
GROZELLE: 
The original 
inquiry into 
the death 
was halted, 
without 
explanation 
five months 
ago, only 
days after it 
began. 

BY PATRICK MALONEY 
Free Press Reporter 

Five months and ,one day 
after the original Joe Grozelle 
inquest started, only to be 
abruptly stopped days later, 
the probe will begin again. 

The examination of the cir-
cumstances surrounding the 
Ridgetown native's death in 

2003 will resume March 19 in 
Kingston, where Grozelle, 21, 
was attending Royal Military 
College when he died. 

When the long-awaited 
inquest opened Oct. 18, the 
Grozelle family pointed to it as 
potentially the final chapter in 
their long, winding search for 
answers in their son's myste-
rious death. 

Those hopes, however, 
lasted little more than a week 
with Dr. David Eden, the pre-
siding coroner, ending the 
inquest and discharging the 
jury without explanation. He 
did say the five-person jury 
did nothing wrong. 

Many of the witnesses, 
former college classmates with 
Grozelle, now serve interna-
tionally with the Canadian 
Forces. That makes re-
scheduling a difficult process, 
Dr. Bonita Porter, Ontario's 

"Certainly most inquests 
don't run into the number 

of issues that have been 
faced with this one." 

Dr. Bonita Porter, 
Ontario's deputy chief coroner 

deputy chief coroner, said this 
week. 

"Certainly most inquests 
don't run  into the number of 

issues that have been faced 
with this one," she said. 

"It's not the norm but it's 
issues we've faced in the past." 

Grozelle disappeared from 
his Royal Military College 
dorm room on Oct. 23, 2003. 
His body washed ashore near 
the school three weeks later. 

Despite several investiga-
tions, and the exhumation of 
Grozelle's body, the cause of 
death remains unclear. 

pmaloney@lfpress.com  

The death of the Ridgetown native and military 
college student remains shrouded in mystery. 
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Scope of inquest debated 
BY PATRICK MALONEY 
Free Press Reporter 

TORONTO — If this is the 
last chapter of the Joe Grozelle 
mystery, it could also feel like 
the longest for his family. 

Though the interrupted 
coroner's inquest into the 2003 
death of the Ridgetown native 
won't restart until mid-March, 
it technically got back on 
track here yesterday at a five-
hour hearing examining the 
scope of the probe and remind-
ing the Grozelles just how 

complex the process can be. 
"It's a long, drawn-out, 

tedious, expensive process 
that we shouldn't even be 
involved in at this point," Ron 
Grozelle, Joe's father, said. 

But they are, and, as the 
original inquest was abruptly 
stopped in October after five 
days of testimony, they will 
now wait until March 19, when 
it begins again in Kingston. 

The 21-year-old Grozelle was 
attending Royal Military 
College in that eastern Ontario 
city when he disappeared from 

his dorm room on Oct. 23, 2003, 
last seen by his then-girl-
friend. 

His body washed ashore on 
the Cataraqui River three 
weeks later. An expert has tes-
tified that he considers the 
cause of death "undeter-
mined." 

Yesterday, the Grozelle 
camp asked presiding coroner 
Dr. David Eden to add several 
new witnesses, including two 
people who claimed to have 
seen Joe after his disappear-
ance. 

They also want several more 
documents included from the 
investigations performed by 
the Kingston police, military 

police and coroner's office. 
Lawyers for the Grozelle 

family, police and military 
spent much of the day dis-
cussing the relevance of the 
investigations to the inquest's 
objectives. 

Inquests are designed to 
answer five questions —
including who died, how that 
person died and the nature of 
the death — and learn the 
facts around that individual's 
death without assigning any 
blame. The jury can then 
make recommendations to 
help prevent similar deaths. 

Bruce Carr-Harris, the 
Grozelles' lawyer, argued 
information from the police 

QUESTIONS REMAIN: Ron 
Grozelle, left, is seeking answers 
in the death of his son, Joe. 

investigations is relevant and 
should be allowed. 

"One benefit of doing the 
inquest would be to look at the 
way the investigations were 
done, if anything can be 

learned," he said. 
"It's not a broad (study) of 

police, it's a direct look at why 
questions are answered or 
unanswered in Joe Grozelle's 
case." 

But lawyers for the military 
and Kingston police disagreed 
and asked the motions be dis-
missed. They argued details of 
anything that happened after 
the body was recovered falls 
out of the inquest's scope. 

"That line of questioning 
will not help the jury answer 
those five (prescribed) ques-
tions," said Brian Abrams, a 
lawyer for Kingston police. 

See INQUEST Page B2 

Joe Grozelle's family argues for new witnesses, 
documents for the inquest restarting March 19. 

B2 

INQUEST: Starts March 19 
From Page B1 

"At the end of the day, 
this doesn't help us at all," 
Abrams said. 

Eden reserved decision 
on the matter yesterday. 

Barring another hearing, 
the next formal meeting 
will be March 19 in 
Kingston when the full 

coroner's inquest starts 
again from scratch. The 
inquest was stopped in 
October after five days on 
what Eden called "a matter 
of procedural fairness" that 
hasn't been made public. 

The inquest is expected 
to last about six weeks. 

pmaloney@lfpress.com  
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RON GRO7ELLE: 
Joe Grozelle's 
father is eager 
to resume the 

Cadet death inquest restarts 
Joe Grozelle's then-girlfriend Melissa Haggart 
is seeking standing at the inquiry next week. 

BY PATRICK MALONEY 
-Sun Media 

The last known person to 
see Joe Grozelle alive — his 
then-girlfriend — could play a 
much more active role when 
the inquest into Grozelle's 
death restarts next week. 

Melissa Haggart, who fell 
asleep in Grozelle's Royal Mil-
itary College dorm room and 
awoke to find him gone, is 
seeking standing at the coro-
ner's inquest, meaning her 
lawyer could cross-examine 
witnesses and object to ques-
tions. 

Haggart had a lawyer pre-
sent for opening day of the  

original Grozelle inquest, in 
October, but she didn't have 
standing and the probe was 
abruptly stopped without 
public explanation after about 
one week of testimony. 

Dr. Bonita Porter, Ontario's 
deputy chief coroner, wouldn't 
confirm if Haggart is seeking 
standing at the inquest. 

"A person can apply for 
standing at any time in the 
process," she said yesterday. 
"The only way to know that 
would be to go to the inquest 
Monday morning." 

Grozelle, a 21-year-old RMC 
basketball player, disappeared 
from his dorm room on Oct. 
22, 2003, his body washing  

ashore at Kingston's inner 
harbour three weeks later. 

No definitive cause of death 
has been determined. 

It's believed Haggart has 
spoken publicly just once 
since then — a December 2003 
interview with the Kingston 
Whig-Standard in which she 
described their final hours 
together. 

Grozelle had come by her 
dorm room to discuss a law 
assignment both had to com-
plete. 

Later that night, she went to 
his room to work on it and 
printed it off before falling 
asleep on Grozelle's bed about 
1 a.m. 

She woke up about 4:30 a.m. 
to find her boyfriend gone, 
then went to her own room 
and slept. 

She checked his room a 

JOE GROZELLE: 
Disappeared 
from dormitory 
room at RMC in 

inquiry. 2003. 

dozen times the next day, but 
red flags weren't raised until 
Grozelle missed basketball 
practice that night. 

His coach, Craig Norman, 
called the Grozelles at their 
Duart home near Ridgetown, 
believing a family emergency  

made the cadet miss practice 
for the first time. 

Norman called again the 
next morning to say he still 
hadn't heard from their son, a 
backup point guard on the 
team who was finishing a busi-
ness administration degree. 

Later that evening, a college 
official called the Grozelles to 
say the college was looking for 
the cadet. 

"Something happened, some 
clue, something we're not 
seeing, something no one is 
seeing," Haggart said in an 
interview with the Whig-Stan-
dard. 

"I don't know if we'll ever 
know what happened in that 
space of time, why he went 
from the comfort of his room 
to the water." 

On Monday, the inquest will 
restart from scratch, meaning  

some witnesses heard by the 
first jury will be again called 
for the new one. 

Two pathologists who did 
autopsies on Grozelle are 
expected to be among the 
repeat witnesses. 

Though it's been several dif-
ficult months since the first 
inquest was stopped, Ron 
Grozelle, Joe's dad is eager for 
the process to resume. 

"(We're) looking forward to 
it," said Ron Grozelle, who 
fought with some success to 
have the inquest's scope 
widened. 

An estimated 35 witnesses 
will be called during the 
inquest that is being held in 
Kingston and could last up to 
six weeks. 

Patrick Maloney is a Free Press 
reporter. pmaloney@lfpress.com  

the lontionIree Press Friday, February 16, 2007 

        

        

          

Grozelle anxious for answers in son's death 
The second inquest into the death of Joe 
Grozelle is set to begin March 19 in Kingston. 
BY PATRICK MALONEY 
Sun Media 

It's unlikely the upcoming 
inquest into Joe Grozelle's 
mysterious death will uncover 
any new answers, his disap-
pointed father says. 

Ron Grozelle said his three-
year quest to find out how his 
son — a 21-year-old Ridgetown 
native attending Royal Mili- 

tary College — wound up dead 
in a Kingston river has been 
hampered by a recent ruling 
from the Ontario coroner's 
office. 

"The coroner has continu-
ally disappointed us," Ron 
Grozelle said, adding he 
believes the inquest jury's 
task, to answer five specific 
questions about the death, will 
be nearly impossible. 

"I'm hoping that we will get 
some answers, but I'm not 
holding out much hope." 

At a Jan. 11 pre-inquest 
hearing, Grozelle family 
lawyer Bruce Carr-Harris  

made several requests to Dr. 
David Eden, the inquest's pre-
siding coroner. 

Though some were accepted, 
Eden ruled the OPP officers 
who investigated on behalf of 
the coroner's office won't be 
included as witnesses. 

The officers weren't 
involved in the initial probe —
only becoming involved 
months later — so their testi-
mony wouldn't be relevant, 
Eden ruled. 

That decision has irked the 
Grozelles. 

"It's similar to saying 'We're 
not going to question the 
pathologist who performed the 
autopsy,' " said Ron Grozelle, 
who stressed he isn't out to 
blame anyone. 

"We are not headhunting, 
we're not out to make anybody 
look bad. I'm just out to get the 
answers. We were told by the 
coroner's office that we would 
have the opportunity to ask all 
our questions. When we get 
(here) we find it's not true." 

Last October marked three 
years since 21-year-old Joe  

Grozelle, a third-year RMC 
cadet, disappeared from his 
Kingston dorm room. His body 
washed ashore three weeks 
later. 

Even after several police 
investigations, cause of death 
hasn't been determined. The 
family maintains Joe wouldn't 
have committed suicide. 

The inquest began in 
Kingston four months ago but 
was abruptly halted without 
explanation a week later. 

See GROZELLE Page B2 

RON 
GROZELLE: 
Says  family just 
wants straight 
answers about 
his son's 
untimely death. 

www.lfpress.com  

GROZELLE:  Wants to spare other families 
From Page B1 

It's set to start again on 
March 19. 

Such inquests are specifi-
cally designed not to assign 
blame but to allow a jury to 
answer five questions: Who 
died, how did he die, when 
did he die, where did he die 
and by what means did he 
die. 

The jury can also make rec-
ommendations to prevent 
such deaths in the future. 

To Ron Grozelle, however,  

four of those five questions 
still remain unanswered and 
he doesn't see how the jurors 
can answer them without 
more information. 

"And in the inquest process 
we're being restricted to find 
out why it's (unanswered). 
Why is it, after three years, 
we have no answers?" 

An official with the coro-
ner's office couldn't comment 
on specifics but explained the 
goal of all inquests. 

"The idea is to create the 
environment where the best  

evidence can be put forward," 
said Dr. Bonita Porter, 
deputy chief coroner. 

Ron Grozelle said his son's 
memory motivates him. 

"Joe's history book has to 
be written correctly." he said. 
"Part of that goal is not only 
to find out what happened, 
but also so no one else has to 
go through what we're going 
through." 
Patrick Maldney is a Free Press 
reporter. pmaloney@lfpress.com  
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Joe Grozelle inquest 
reconvenes in Kingston 

BY IAN EWOT 
Osprey News Network 

KINGSTON — The inquest into the 
death of Royal Military College cadet 
Joe Grozelle reconvened in Kingston 
Monday in front of a new jury. 

Five new jurors were sworn In dur-
ing a day-long session at the down-
town Radisson Hotel as the inquest, 
which was halted last October over 
never-revealed "issues of fairness" 
after just five days of testimony, start-
ed from scratch. 

Pathologist Dr. David Hurlbut led 
the jurors through the autopsy he 
conducted on Nov. 13, 2003, hours 
after the young man's body was found 
floating in the Cataraqui River. 
Grozelle had been missing for 22 days. 

Yesterday, Hurlbut repeated his ear-
lier testimony that, given the stage of 
decomposition, Grozelle's body had 
been in the water one or two weeks, 
but "there was nothing inconsistent" 
with the possibility that the body was 
in the water for three weeks. 

He assigned the death to "asphyxia 
secondary to drowning," the only 
cause of death ever rendered in the 
case in a May 2004 draft report, an 
assertion he softened in his final 
report two months later in which he 
stated that drowning was the "most 

probable" cause of death. 
Yesterday's testimony consisted of 

Hurlbut being led through his report 
on the autopsy by Crown Attorney 
Michael Blain, then being cross-exam-
ined about his findings by the other 
lawyers representing parties in the 
case, including Grozelle family lawyer 
Bruce Carr-Harris. 

Ron Grozelle, the young man's 
father, who distrusts both the autop-
sy's findings and the rigour of the 
police investigation following his 
son's disappearance from the college, 
made it clear to reporters that the 
three weeks between his son's disap-
pearance and the discovery of his 
body would be a key issue in the 
inquest. 

Grozelle's father said the family is 
still seeking answers about his son's 
final days and hours. 

"The fact that the body had only 
been in the water one or two weeks 
begs the qUestion, 'what about the 
other week?' " he said in an interview 
outside the inquest. 

"Was he alive someplace, or 
expired someplace, and found his way 
into the water later? Either of those 
two scenarios need to be explained." 

He and the rest of the family came 
to Kingston in 2003 after Grozelle's 
disappearance was reported by his girl- 

friend, Melissa Haggert, who was 
given standing to testify by presiding 
coroner Dr. David Eden yesterday. 

The elder Grozelle said he can't 
bear to think about the fact his son 
might still have been alive at that 
time. 

"If I find out my son was alive for a 
week and a half in Kingston, and I 
might have walked right by him, can 
you imagine how that will make me 
feel?" he asked. 

The inquiry is expected to last for 
several weeks. Among those who will 
testify are Grozelle's classmates, teach-
ers, coaches and officers. The inquest 
will also hear from police, pathologists 
and the OPP specialist who examined 
the computer in Grozelle's dorm room 
and on which he was working the 
night he disappeared. 

"I'm hoping we'll get some addi-
tional information," the elder Grozelle 
said about the restarted inquest. 

"Whether we'll get the answer to 
what happened to Joe, I don't know." 

The coroner's jury is charged with 
determining the manner and circum-
stances of Grozelle's death, and, if 
applicable, making recommendations 
meant to prevent similar deaths in 
future. 

➢ The Kingston Whig-Standard 



No signs of 
foul play, cadet 
inquest told 
Canadian Press 

' KINGSTON — A Royal Military 
College cadet's body may have been 
half-naked when it was pulled from 
the Cataraqui River in 2003 because 
of a phenomenon among people suf-
fering from hypothermia known as 
"paradoxical undressing," an 
inquest heard yesterday. 

The condition — colloquially 
known as "hide and died" — is seen 
among delirious victims of 
hypothermia who strip their 
clothes off and fit themselves into a 
small space, such as a cupboard or 
hole in the snow shortly before they 
die, Dr. Michael Pollanen, Ontario's 
chief pathologist, told the inquest 
into the death of Joe Grozelle. 

Grozelle's body was recovered 
naked from the waist up and his 
cause of death is_ still listed as 
"undetermined." 

However, drowning, whether or 
not in conjunction with hypother-
mia, has been identified by patholo-
gists as the most probable cause. 

"As a person is dying of 
hypothermia, they take their 
clothes off," Pollanen, who con-
ducted the second autopsy on 
Grozelle's body a year after the 
young man was buried, told the 

inquest. "It's a very odd feature but 
we see it frequently in Ontario." 

In tensions reminiscent of the 
first inquest, which was abruptly 
cancelled last year owing to unspec-
ified "issues of fairness," the lawyer 
for the Grozelle family was twice 
admonished by the presiding coro-
ner yesterday over improper lines 
of questioning to witnesses. 

On three occasions, Dr. David 
Eden sent the five-member jury 
from the room, twice to caution 
Bruce Carr-Harris over his ques-
tions and once for an in-camera 
meeting with all involved lawyers. 

The subject was not revealed. 
Similar scenes had peppered the 

first attempt at an inquest, which 
was shut down after five days of tes-
timony. 

Carr-Harris had pressed Pollanen 
about who attended a meeting prior 
to the second autopsy. 

Pollanen's second autopsy was 
extremely thorough, owing to the 
fact the cause of death had not been 
determined and the growing public 
profile of the case. 

He told the inquest he could find 
no physical evidence Grozelle had 
been beaten, choked or otherwise 
assaulted immediately prior to his 
death. 

Hypothermia played part in Grozelle's death 
BY IAN ELLIOT - ( 2 ek, 
Osprey News Network 

KINGSTON — Joe Grozelle's body 
may have been half-naked when it 
was pulled from the Cataraqui River in 
2003 because of a phenomenon 
among people suffering from 
hypothermia known as "paradoxical 
undressing" the inquest into his death 
was told Tuesday. 

Dr. Michael Pollanen, Ontario's 
chief pathologist, said the condition 
— colloquially known as "hide and 
died" — is seen among delirious vic-
tims of hypothermia who strip their 
clothes off and fit themselves into a 
small space, such as a cupboard or 
hole in the snow shortly before they 
die. 

Grozelle's body was recovered 
naked from the waist up and his cause 
of death is still listed as "undeter-
mined." However, drowning, whether 
or not in conjunction with hypother-
mia, has been identified by patholo-
gists as the most probable cause. 

"As a person is dying_ of hypother-
mia, they take their clothes off," 
Pollanen, who conducted the second 
autopsy on Grozelle's body a year after 
the young man was buried, told the 
inquest at the Radisson Hotel. 

"It's a very odd feature but we see it 
frequently in Ontario." 

In tensions reminiscent of the first 
inquest, which was abruptly cancelled 
last year owing to unspecified "issues 
of fairness," the lawyer representing 
the Grozelle family was twice admon-
ished by the presiding coroner 
Tuesday over improper lines of ques-
tioning to witnesses. 

On three occasions, Dr. David Eden 
sent the five-member jury from the  

room, twice to caution Bruce Carr-
Harris over his questions and once for 
an in-camera meeting with all lawyers 
involved in the case. The subject was 
not revealed. 

Similar scenes had peppered the 
first attempt at an inquest, which was 
shut down after five days of testimony. 

Carr-Harris had pressed Pollanen 
about who attended a meeting prior to 
the second autopsy at which new evi-
dence in the case may have been dis-
cussed, and also asked him questions 
about how the initial autopsy was 
done, both of which Eden ruled were 
outside his field of expertise. 

Pollanen's second autopsy was 
extremely thorough, owing to the fact 
the cause of death had not been deter-
mined and the growing public profile 
of the case. 

He dissected several parts of 
Grozelle's body, looking for a reason 
the cadet may have died or for clues 
about what happened prior to death. 

He told the inquest that he could 
find no physical evidence that 
Grozelle had been beaten, choked or 
otherwise assaulted immediately prior 
to his death. 

Grozelle's family maintains the 21-
year-old's death was not an accident. 

But Pollanen said drowning was a 
very difficult cause of death to deter-
mine because no tests exist to confirm 
it. 

There are indicators — such as the 
presence of microscopic water plants 
known as diatoms that can be found 
in bone marrow if a person inhales 
water as they are dying — but they are 
not conclusive and a negative result 
does not indicate another cause of 
death entirely. 

Pollanen tested both Grozelle's  

thigh bones, looking for the tiny 
plants. The tests came back negative. 

"We are constantly in search of a 
drowning test because it is one of the 
most difficult causes of death to diag-
nose at autopsy," he told the jury, 
adding that the decomposition, both 
in the water and later in the grave, 
complicated the issue. 

"Hypothermia and drowning are 
difficult causes of death to diagnose 
under the best of circumstances, but 
when you add in decomposition, it 
complicates the matter." 

Grozelle was missing for 22 days 
and his body was showing signs of 
aquatic decomposition when it was 
recovered. The family wants to know  

if his body was in the water for the 
whole three weeks but pathologists 
say they cannot determine that. 

Much of Carr-Harris's questioning 
has focused on a chipped tooth in 
Grozelle's mouth and a bruise-like dis-
colouration on the adjacent gum. 

Pollanen said the area might not be 
bruised at all but a side effect of 
decomposition, saying it was impossi-
ble to tell if it happened before or after 
death. 

"This may represent a bruise or it 
may represent post-mortem change —
as a forensic pathologist, I would have 
to say it's indeterminate," he said. 

> The Kingston Whig-Standard 
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Military computer probe 
may have altered evidence 

cumstances under which account and accessed it, 
Grozelle, 21, died after dis- but it contained nothing 
appearing from his dormi- but advertising e-mails 
tory room Oct. 22, 2003. and junk mail messages. 

Grozelle's body was In Grozelle's RMC e- 
found three weeks later in mail account, he found 
the Cataraqui River. several messages sent in 

A first inquest started in late October but nothing 
October, but was halted suspicious, hesaid. 
suddenly after a few days Falconer also found sev- 
without explanation. eral documents created, 

Falconer described how edited and saved on and to 
he combed through a copy Grozelle's computer hard 

interpretation," said Fal- of Grozelle's hard drive as drive right up to the early 
coner, who studied a vir- well as a number of DVDs, morning of Oct. 22, the 
tual carbon copy of CDs and floppy disks in date of Grozelle's disap- 
Grozelle's computer. hopes of uncovering some pearance. 

He said a legal docu- clues to the cause of the He found a file that had 
ment describing the mili- cadet's disappearance. been made for a word-pro- 
tary investigator's actions As part of his investiga- cessing document at 1:23 
wasn't detailed enough to tion, Falconer searched a.m. on Oct. 22, which 
know exactly what was through Internet activity indicated somebody was 
done to the computer, but on the computer, e-mail working on Grozelle's 
he said that if the investi- use and documents cre- computer at that time. 
gator did change the corn- ated between Oct. 16-23. Hoivever, Falconer said 
puter's clock, it could have He determined that the time change , made 
altered the time line of Grozelle had last chatted when the military investi- 
actions he had chronicled online in May 2003. gator accessed the corn- 
on the computer. Falconer then went puter could obscure the 

The coroner's inquest is online and found time somebody was on the 
the second one called to Grozelle's Hotmail e-mail computer. ° 
try to determine the cir- 

• , KINGSTON — The abil-
ity of investigators to 
track some of Joe 
Grozelle's last actions 
before he disappeared may 
have been hampered by a 
military investigator who 
accessed the cadet's com-
puter before it was handed 
over to police experts, an 

' inquest heard yesterday. 
Det.-Sgt. James Fal-

coner, an expert in com-
- puter forensic investiga-
tion with the OPP, learned 
only yesterday that an 

- investigator with the 
Canadian Forces National 
Investigation Service 
somehow changed a time 
setting on Grozelle's com-

' puter in his dormitory 
room at Royal Military 
College. 

"It raises some ques-
tions about my original 

A change in time setting on Joe Grozelle's 
- computer is cited at inquest into death. 
Canadian Press GROZELLE: 

Cadet died 
after disap-
pearing 
from his 
dorm Oct. 
22, 2003. 

"4-'et,;',Military probe of Grozelle's computer 
could have tainted evidence, inquest told 

ti 

BY FRANK ARMSTRONG 
Osprey News Network 

KINGSTON — The ability of inves-
tigators to track some of the last 
actions of Joe Grozelle before he dis-
appeared may have been hampered by 
a military investigator who accessed 
the RMC cadet's computer before it 
was handed over to police computer 
experts, an inquest heard Wednesday. 

Det.-Sgt. James Falconer, an expert 
in computer forensic investigation 
with the OPP, learned only 
Wednesday that an investigator with 
the Canadian Forces National 
Investigation Service somehow 
changed a time setting on Grozelle's 
computer in his dormitory room at 
Royal Military College. 

"It raises some questions about my 
original interpretation," said Falconer, 
who studied a virtual carbon copy of 
Grozelle's computer. 

He said a legal document describ- 

ing the military investigator's actions 
wasn't detailed enough to know exact-
ly what was done to the computer, but 
he said that if the investigator did 
change the computer's clock, it could 
have altered the time line of actions he 
had chronicled on the computer. 

The coroner's inquest, which began 
Monday, is the second one called to 
try to determine the circumstances 
under which Grozelle, 21, died after 
disappearing from his dormitory room 
Oct. 22, 2003. Grozelle's body was 
found three weeks later in the 
Cataraqui River. 

A first inquest started in October, 
but was halted suddenly after a few 
days without explanation. 

Falconer spent most of Wednesday 
describing how he combed through a 
copy of Grozelle's hard drive as well as 
a number of DVDs, CDs and floppy 
disks in hopes of uncovering some 
clues to the cause of the cadet's disap-
pearance. 

As part of his investigation, 
Falconer searched through Internet 
activity on the computer, e-mail use 
and documents created between Oct 
16 and 23. 

He determined that Grozelle had 
last chatted online in May 2003. 
Falconer then went online and found 
Grozelle's Hotmail e-mail account and 
accessed it, but it contained nothing 
but advertising e-mails and junk mail 
messages. 

In Grozelle's RMC e-mail account, 
he found several messages sent in late 
October but nothing suspicious, he 
said. 

Falconer also found several docu-
ments created, edited and saved on 
and to Grozelle's computer hard drive 
right up to the early morning of Oct. 
22, the date of Grozelle's disappear-
ance. He found a file that had been 
made for a word-processing document 
at 1:23 a.m. on Oct. 22, which indi-
cated somebody was working on 
Grozelle's computer at that time. 

However, Falconer said the time 
change made when the military inves-
tigator accessed the computer could 
obscure the time that somebody was 
on the computer. 

Crown attorney Michael Blain read 
from the affidavit in which the mili-
tary investigator said he clicked the 
computer's mouse, a Microsoft Word 
document opened on the screen and 
the computer's instant messaging soft-
ware indicated a time setting had been 
changed to 11:25 p.m. 

"There is a possibility it may have 
affected something somehow," 
Falconer said. "It's one of those factors 
that has the ability to lower the weight 
you give to interpretation of the time-
lines." 

According to best investigative 
practices, Falconer said the Canadian 
Forces investigator shouldn't have 
probed the computer. 

Falconer said he's certain the inves-
tigator didn't realize he could be jeop-
ardizing evidence. 

At the end of yesterday's testimony, 
Joe Grozelle's father, Ron Grozelle, 
said the time line for his son's com-
puter use is important because the last 
time he was seen alive was by his girl-
friend, Melissa Haggert, when he was 
working on an essay on his computer 
around 1 a.m. on Oct. 22. 

He had disappeared by the time she 
awoke later that morning. 

The inquest continues today. 
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Grozelle didn't appear depressed 
or stressed, coaches tell inquest 

BY IAN ELLIOT 
Osprey New Network 

KINGSTON — Joe Grozelle showed 
no signs of being depressed or stressed 

:in the days immediately prior to his 
death, two of his Royal Military 

"College basketball coaches told his 
„inquest Thursday. 

And aside from a cryptic comment 
the 21-year-old cadet made while tray-

telling back from a Halifax tournament 
/ two days before his disappearance in 
October, 2003, there was no indica-
tion he was anything but content with 

p
his life and chosen career, a coroner's 
jury was told. 

Returning to the college, Grozelle 
told Paladins assistant coach Hugh 
Lynn that "when you cross the line, 

r
ale laughter stops," referring to the 
process of physically returning to the 

,campus after a road trip with his 
'friends on the team. 

"Joe felt some of the things that 
went on at RMC were mundane," 

',Lynn told the coroner's jury looking 
into the death of Grozelle, whose body 
was found floating in the Cataraqui 

'41iver 22 days after he disappeared. 
"I think Joe felt a lot of the rules at 

`RMC, being a military school, didn't 
;apply to him, he was busy and he did-
n't need that". 

He was referring to the many duties 
' and drills that cadets at the school are 
required to take part in on top of their 
'academic and athletic obligations and 
said a young man like Grozelle some-
times tired of making room for them 
in his schedule. 

The head coach 
of the team, Craig 
Norman, also said 
Grozelle wanted to 
know why an 
order was given 
before he followed 
it, but described 
him as a "low-
maintenance kid" 
who was commit-
ted to the basket-
ball program even 
though he would never be a star. 

Both coaches testified that Grozelle 
was too small and lacked the speed to 
excel at the university level, but made 
up for his lack of natural talent with 
his work ethic and knowledge of the 
game. 

"While Joe struggled physically, his 
basketball IQ was high," Norman said. 

"He understood the game better 
than anyone I've ever coached at that 
level and he would have made a great 
coach some day." 

At the end of the first year, Norman 
sat down with Grozelle and told the 
young man that his spot on the team 
was not guaranteed owing to his limi- 

tations. 
It was a warning, and Grozelle 

responded by training over the sum-
mer and coming back with an attitude 
that cemented him a place on the 
team for the rest of his time at the col-
lege. 

"When you attend RMC, you are 
making a nine-year commitment —
four years at RMC and five years' serv-
ice in the military after that," Norman 
said. 

"It might have changed since I was 
at RMC, but it was understood that if 
you showed up for the first class of 
your second year, you're committed, 
you're in. 

"If you decide this isn't for you, you 
can leave before then with no obliga-
tions . . . I made it clear to Joe that if 
he came back (for second year) it 
would be to pursue a career as an offi-
cer rather than to play basketball." 

However, by third year, Grozelle 
was an integral part of the team. 
Norman said the cadet, who never 
missed a practice or a training session 
until the day he disappeared, would 
never be dropped from the team and 
he knew it. 

"He was never going to be cut from 
the team that year, it was never dis-
cussed," Norman said. 

"I don't know where that came 
from, it bothered me then and it still 
bothers me now." 

A forensic toxicologist also testified 
Thursday that no alcohol or drugs of 
any kind were found in Grozelle's sys-
tem after his body was recovered. 

Dr. Robert Langille said no trace of 
toxins or substances such as chloro-
form were found in several tests he 
conducted several of Grozelle's bodily 
fluids. 

"If any of these substances had 
been a contributor to the death, either 
by stopping respiration or as a con-
tributing factor, you would expect to 
see that in the blood or the stomach 
contents, would you not?" asked Jeff 
Anderson, a lawyer representing RMC 
and the defence department. 

"Yes, if it were a high enough con-
centration that it would be a con-
tributing factor, I would expect it to be 
detectable," answered Langille. 

The inquest resumes on Monday. 
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Grozelle had medical 
condition, inquest told 

tired, sad 
Fellow cadet testifies on his 

demeanour at inquest BY IAN ELLIOT ' 
Osprey News Network 

KINGSTON — The inquest jury 
looking into the death of Royal 
Military College cadet Joe Grozelle 
was told Monday that the cadet suf-
fered from an unknown medical prob-
lem that caused him to fail a summer 
military training course cadets are 
required to take. 

Grozelle apparently fell uncon-
scious during one of the later stages of 
what is known as Basic Officer 
Training, during which cadets are 
introduced to skills such as drill, map 
reading and weapon handling, and 
subsequently failed the course, having 
to repeat it the following summer. 

But after asking several of his fellow 
cadets what they knew about that 
episode, Crown attorney Michael 
Blain told the five-member jury after 
their lunch break that two autopsies of 
Grozelle's body did not turn up evi-
dence of an underlying physical prob-
lem or defect and it was not being 
suggested as a cause of, or contribut-
ing factor to, his death in 2003. 

"Apparently it was some sort of 
transitory, short-term illness he suf-
fered from at that time," Blain clari-
fied, saying the nature of the illness 
had never been determined. 

Grozelle's body was found floating 
in the Cataraqui River in November of 
that year, 22 days after he was last seen 
in his dorm room. His cause of death 
has never been determined. 

Setting up what is expected to be 
key testimony by his then-girlfriend 
Melissa Haggett later this week, sever-
al of his closest friends and basketball 
teammates were asked yesterday if 
t he knew whether Grozelle was a  

sleepwalker. 
They were also 

asked if .he was in 
the habit of break-
ing up late night 
study sessions by 
walking to the all-
night Tim Hortons 
on Ontario Street, 
a route that would 
have taken him 
near the location 
his body was dis-
covered. 

Haggert was the last person to see 
him the night he disappeared, and 
witnesses Monday were asked if they 
were aware of several sleepwalking 
episodes that the cadet had apparent-
ly suffered from and which are expect- 
ed to be introduced in later testimony. 

None of the winesses had ever seen 
him sleepwalking and did not know 
Grozelle to take light-night walks 
around the campus either for coffee or 
to clear his head. 

Two of the fellow cadets who testi-
fied yesterday admitted to setting up a 
minor prank in his dorm room the 
morning of his disappearance. 

Demitri Mousoulitis and Stephen 
Scriver, Grozelle's best friend at the 
college, were aware Grozelle was miss-
ing, but not too concerned about it at 
that early stage. They dropped by his 
room before lunch to see if he had 
returned. 

All the cadets who testified were 
asked two questions by Blain at the 
close of questioning: if they had any 
knowledge of what happened to 
Grozelle and hOw his body wound up 
in the water. 

➢ The Kingston Whig-Standard 

BY IAN ELLIOT 
Osprey News Network 

KINGSTON — A friend of a Royal 
Military College cadet told the inquest 
into his death Tuesday that she saw 
'Someone matching his general 
description walking near the dorms at 
RMC in the predawn darkness.  on the 
day he disappeared. 

Josee Proulx, a 2004 graduate, said 
she thought she saw Joe Grozelle 
while jogging from the dorms to the 
sports complex at around 5:30 a.m. on 
Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2003. 

Grozelle was formally reported 
missing about 12 hours later. 
• Proulx told the inquest into 
Grozelle's death that she saw a man of 
approximately his build and wearing 
khaki pants and a black sweater about 
30 metres from her as she ran. 

Grozelle was seen wearing khakis 
and a black hooded sweatshirt the pre- 

vious evening. 
He was shirtless 

and wearing khaki 
pants when his 
body was pulled 
from the Cataraqui 

.River 22 days later. 
"I remember 

looking back and 
seeing someone 
and jogging a little 
faster to get to 
gym," said Proulx. 

The person was in an area of the 
campus where cadets who had ordered 
cabs often waited to be picked up, site 
testified, although she did not see a 
taxi in the area. 

When leaving campus and not In 
uniform, RMC students are required to 
be neatly dressed, and for young men 
of that age, that outfit would likely 
include khaki pants.  

"Ninety per cent of students at 
RMC wear khaki pants," she observed. 

It was one of more than 200 report-
ed sightings of the cadet between the 
time he was last seen alive in his room 
at 1 a.m. on Oct. 22 until his body was 
recovered on Nov. 13. 

None was ever confirmed by police. 
The Inquest also heard from a fel-

low cadet who shared several classes 
with Grozelle, including a lecture that 
Grozelle missed on the morning 
before he disappeared. 

Heath Robson said he asked 
Grozelle at lunch where he had been 
that morning. 

Grozelle told Robson that he had 
been "taking care of business" but did 
not elaborate. 

Grozelle and Robson were sports 
officers at the college. Their duties 
included scheduling athletic events 
such as intramurals for fellow cadets. 

Robson testified that the added 
pressure of the position seemed to be 
wearing on Grozelle in the weeks 
before his disappearance, and the 
young man was discouraged by what 
he called the "arts and crafts" aspect of 
the job; — creating and maintaining 
charts and bulletin boards showing 
the activities taking place. 

"He felt they were useless and he 
wanted to spend his time on basket-
ball and school," Robson said. 

Robson said he saw Grozelle twice 
more that evening, once when he 
went to Grozelle's girlfriend's room 
around 9:30 p.m. to ask Grozelle for a 
list of names for a sports schedule, and 
again an hour later when he went to 
Grozelle's room to pick up the names. 

"He seemed really tired and kind of 
sad," Robson said when asked about 
Grozelle's demeanour. 
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Friends tes at inquest 
BY PATRICK MALONEY 
Sun Media 

KINGSTON — Joe Grozelle, 
,looking tired and somewhat 
down, was facing a long night 
of schoolwork in the hours 
before he disappeared, former 
'Royal Military College class-
mates testified yesterday. 

The coroner's inquest into 
the Ridgetown native's death 
heard from three RMC cadets 
who offered one of the first 
public looks into the final 
hours before Grozelle, 21, dis-
appeared on Oct. 21, 2003. 

Heath Robson last saw his 

friend about 10:30 p.m. that 
night in Grozelle's dorm room, 
where he was working on an 
assignment due the next day. 

"He's sitting at his computer 
with his business-law assign-
ment on (the) desktop," 
Robson said. 

"(He looked) really tired, 
kind of sad, I guess, a little 
bit." 

But Robson, who was in the 
same business program and 
shared many classes with 
Grozelle, described his friend 
as always "laid-back" and "not 
too stressed." 

Kent Miller also recalled 

speaking with Grozelle, at 
about 8 p.m. Oct. 21. 

"He didn't look like he was 
relishing the prospect of stay-
ing up all night working on a 
paper. Pretty standard." 

Within hours, Grozelle, a 
third-year cadet and varsity 
basketball player, would dis-
appear from his dorm room, 
leaving behind his cellphone, 
keys and wallet. That sparked 
a massive search that ended 
when his body washed ashore 
in the nearby Cataraqui River 
on Nov. 13. 

Despite several police inves-
tigations and two autopsies, 
no definite cause of death has 
been determined. Family and 
friends have said suicide is 
highly unlikely. 

Yesterday's 
testimony, 
while seem-
ingly mun-
dane, offered 
many details 
publicly for 
the first time 
since 
Grozelle's dis 
appearance 
and death 31/2  
years ago. 

Even what 
Grozelle was 
wearing proved interesting: 
Miller recalled seeing him in 
khakis and a blue shirt while 
Robson said his friend was 
wearing red basketball shorts 
and a black zip-up hooded 
sweatshirt. 

Josee Proulx testified she 
saw a man on campus while 
she walked to the gym at about 
5 a.m. the morning of Oct. 22, 
four hours after Grozelle's 
girlfriend, Melissa Haggart, 
last saw Grozelle. 

Fitting Grozelle's physical 
size and wearing khakis and a 
dark hooded sweatshirt, he 
was standing in a spot where 
people commonly waited for 
cabs, she said. 

"I remember . . . seeing 
someone and thinking that 
was odd. I just assumed they 
were going for a cab because 
of (where they were) and the 
way they were dressed, they 
weren't going to the gym." 

Robson, Miller and Proulx 
painted the picture yesterday 

of a typically fun college 
lifestyle set against a rigid mil-
itary backdrop. 

The night of Grozelle's dis-
appearance, many students —
aware the next morning's mili-
tary training was cancelled —
went out drinking. 

Robson also described 
Grozelle as the top student in 
his program. 

Though 'his friend com-
plained about some manda-
tory extracurricular duties, 
and had been heard saying 
military life wasn't for him, it 
was nothing extreme, Robson 
said. 

The . inquest continues 
today. 
Patrick Maloney is a Free Press 
reporter. pmaloney@lfpress.com  

Joe Grozelle was grim about staying up all 
night to do homework, an inquest hears. 

JOE 
GROZELLE:  No 

cause of death 
determined. 
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Grozelle's friends questioned about sightings 
By Ian Elliot 
Whig-Standard Staff Writer 

AFRIEND OF JOE GROZELLE'S TOLD 
the inquest into his death yester-

day that she saw someone matching 
.; 

 
his general description walking near 
the dorms at Royal Military College in 
,the predawn darknesS on the day he 

. ,.d.isappeared. 
Testifying at the ongoing coroner's 

inquest, Josee Proulx, a 2009 graduate, 
, said she was jogging from the dorms to 

the sports complex at around 5:30 a.m. 
„Ai Wednesday, Oct. 22, 2003. Grozelle 

*as formally reported missing about 
, .1g hours later. 

She testified that she saw a man of 
Approximately his build and wearing 

-s 'khaki pants and a black sweater about 
AO metres from her as she ran near Val-

our Drive on her way to the gym. 
Grozelle was seen wearing khakis and 

a black hooded sweatshirt the previous 
evening. He was shirtless and wearing 

,-,,,khaki pants when his body was pulled 
from the Cataraqui River 22 days later. 

"I remember looking back and see-
„ling someone and jogging a little faster 

-to get to gym," said Proulx. 
She did not recognize the person in 

early-morning darkness and, as a  

woman out running alone, did not stop 
to make inquiries. 

The person was in an area of the 
campus where cadets who had ordered 
cabs often waited to be picked up, she 
testified, although she did not see a taxi 
in the area. She also said that the per-
son's dress was not extraordinary. 
When leaving campus and not in uni-
form, RMC students are required to be 
neatly dressed, and for young men, 
that outfit would likely include khaki 
pants. 

"Ninety per cent of students at RMC 
wear khaki pants," she observed. 

It was one of more than 200 reported 
sightings of the cadet between the time 
he was last seen alive in his room at 1 
a.m. on Oct. 22 until his body was re-
covered on Nov. 13. None of the sight-
ings were ever confirmed by police. 

The inquest also heard from a fellow 
cadet who shared several classes with 
Grozelle, including a lecture that 
Grozelle missed on the Tuesday morn-
ing. Heath Robson said he encountered 
Grozelle in the mess hall at lunch and  

asked him where he had been that 
morning. 

Grozelle told Robson that he had 
been "taking care of business" but did 
not elaborate. 

Both Grozelle and Robson were 
sports officers at the college, where the 
position is known as a SPORO. The du-
ties include scheduling athletic events 
such as intramurals for fellow cadets. 

Robson testified that the added pres-
sure of the position seemed to be wear-
ing on Grozelle in the weeks before his 
disappearance, and he was discour-
aged by what he called the "arts and 
crafts" aspect of the job - creating and 
maintaining charts and bulletin boards 
showing the activities taking place. 

"He felt they were useless and he 
wanted to spend his time on basketball 
and school," Robson said. 

He also speculated, under cross-ex-
amination, that Grozelle was dissatis-
fied with the limited amount of play-
ing time he was getting on the school 
basketball team. 

The inquest has previously heard that 
Grozelle had a deep understanding of  

the game, but was too small and not 
quick enough to play at the varsity level 
and spent most of his time on the bench. 

"That would make me upset, not 
playing very much in a sport you love 
and have trained for," Robson said. 

Robson saw Grozelle twice more that 
evening, once when he went to 
Grozelle's girlfriend's room around 
9:30 p.m. to ask Grozelle for a list of 
names for a spcirtS schedule, and again  

an hour later when he went to 
Grozelle's room to pick up the names. 

"He seemed really tired and kind of 
sad," Robson said when asked about 
Grozelle's demeanour that night, but 
could not explain what the cause may 
have been. He also testified that Grozelle 
seemed lethargic recently and was fall-
ing asleep in class. However, the busi-
ness major was still excelling in his 
courses. 



An ex-girlfriend testifies Joe Grozelle said he 
tried to commit suicide after a romance ended. 

Stories 
shake 
cadet's 
inquest 

GROZELLE:  Ex-girlfriend 
doesn't believe death a suicide 

BY PATRICK MALONEY 
Sun Media 

KINGSTON — As a heart-
broken Ridgetown high school 
student, Joe Grozelle once 
attempted suicide, his former 
girlfriend testified yesterday. 

The dramatic revelation by 
Melissa Haggart ended her 
three years of formal silence 
in the mysterious disappear-
ance and death in 2003 of Joe 
Grozelle, a fellow cadet at.  the 
Royal Military College here. 

Testifying at a coroner's 
inquest into the death, Hag-
gart — now a naval sub-lieu-
tenant in Victoria, B.C. — told 
the jurors of the painful secret 
Grozelle once shared with her. 

"He told me he'd never told 
anyone about this;" Haggart, 
the last person to report seeing 
Grozelle alive, testified. 

She recalled him saying that 
in Grade 11 "he was really 
hurt" by problems with a girl-
friend and was home alone 
when he made the attempt. 

"No one was home, (so) he 
went to his house and he took 
a bunch of pills and took a 
bunch of alcohol and he 
started throwing up, throwing 

HAGG ART: GROZELLE: 
Kept silent Disappeared, 

for three years. died in 2003. 

up, throwing up," she said. 
But that wasn't the only 

bombshell dropped yesterday 
at the inquiry, the second 
coroner's inquest into the case 
after an' earlier one was 
aborted last year. 

Rob Watering, then a 
Queen's University rowing 
coach, testified he saw a man 
he now believes was Joe 
Grozelle under a bridge along 
the Cataraqui River a week 
after the cadet was reported 
missing in October 2003. 

Watering was in a boat on 
the river at daybreak on 
Oct. 29, the day he saw the 
man. 

See  GROZELLE Page All  

From Page Al 

"The whole situation was 
very odd," Watering said. "I 
got back to the rowing club 
and I said, "I just saw the 
strangest thing. 

"One of the (rowers) said 
immediately, 'I bet it's the 
(missing) cadet." 

Watering's was among 200 
reported sightings of Grozelle 
after he disappeared from 
RMC. He's one of three such 
witnesses expected to testify. 

Grozelle's body was found 
floating in the river three 
weeks after his disappearance. 

Despite two autopsies and 
several police investigations, 
no definite cause of death has 
been determined. 

While Grozelle was missing 
for three weeks before his 
body was found, a pathologist 
has testified the body's condi-
tion was consistent with being 
in the water one or two weeks. 

That leaves, unexplained, 
potentially a week of time in 
his disappearance, a gap that's 
frustrated his father, Ron, as 
he has pushed for answers. 

Haggart's testimony about 
the suicide attempt didn't 
appear to faze the Grozelles, 
sitting through the testimony. 

The family only learned of 
the incident during the inves-
tigation into their son's disap-
pearance and death. They con-
sidered the two unrelated. 

Haggart said she doesn't 
believe Grozelle's death was a 
suicide and testified there was 
"absolutely nothing" to indi-
cate he was that troubled. 

She agreed with Grozelle 
family lawyer Simon Dahl, 
who suggested the suicide 
attempt was "far in the past 
and he was such a different 
person" by 2003. 

Haggart said she fell asleep 
in Grozelle's RMC dorm room 
about 1 a.m on Oct. 22 — a 
Wednesday — and awoke four 
hours later, finding him gone. 

She detailed her two-year 
relationship with Grozelle, a 
fellow third-year business 
major during the fall of 2003. 

They saw each other "all the 
time" and spent the previous 
summer together in Quebec, 
learning French. 

Both were varsity athletes 
— he in basketball, she in 
soccer — and didn't fight 
often, she testified. 

But on his final day before 
disappearing Oct. 21, the pair 
got into a scuffle when  

Grozelle slept through morn-
ing classes and, as he had done 
before, expressed concerns 
about the five-year commit-
ment RMC graduates must 
make to the military. 

"He always struggled with 
that," said Haggart, who grad-
uated in 2005. "(He) said 'I 
don't know what I'm doing 
here sometimes.' 

"So I, frustrated, said: ' Then 
just leave. If you're not happy 
with your situation, then 
change it.' He didn't like that 
comment." 

Grozelle and Haggart, the 
daughter of a military man, 
apologized to each other 
within hours, she said. 

That night, about 1 a.m. 
Haggart, reading in Grozelle's 
bed as he worked on his com-
puter, rolled over and fell 
asleep. She wept as she 
recalled finding him gone. 

"It felt weird immediately." 
His military uniform, cell-

phone, wallet, keys and watch 
were all left behind. His chair 
was pushed back slightly from 
the desk, she said. 

She went back to her own 
room — it's against RMC 
rules to sleep in a partner's 
room — and slept for about an 
hour more before checking his 
room again and asking friends 
if they'd seen him. 

She checked his room sev-
eral times that day. "Every 
time I opened the door, I fully 
expected to see him with some 
silly grin on his face." 

Haggart said she notified 
her superiors about 12 hours 
after he had disappeared. 

On Nov. 13, three weeks 
after her boyfriend went miss-
ing, a classmate told her a 
bodS, — it was that of Grozelle, 
but that wasn't known — had 
been found near the school. 

Grozelle was in Halifax for 
basketball the weekend before 
he went missing. 

While he was gone, Haggart 
coincidentally asked a friend, 
Rebecca Evans, what she 
would do if her boyfriend died. 

"When (Joe) left, the college 
didn't feel the same," Haggart 
testified. "So I asked Rebecca, 
if anything happened to (her 
boyfriend), and he wasn't at 
the college anymore, would 
you be able to be there any-
more?" 

The inquest resumes 
Monday. 

Patrick Maloney is a Free Press 
reporter. pmaloney@lfpress.conz 

WHO TO CALL 
If you or someone you know is 
suicidal: 

► Distress Centre (24 hours) 
667-6711, 667-6600 

► London Mental Health Crisis 
Service (24 hours) 433-2023 

► Canadian Mental Health 
Association 434-9191 

► Mother Reach Postpartum 
Depression Line 672-4673 

► Child and Youth Crisis Line, 
Madame Vanier Children's Services 
433-0334 
y 
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RMC cadet Joe Grozelle and his girlfriend Melissa Haggart, who was the last person to have seen the 21-year-old alive in 
October 2003. 

Haggart describes 
Grozelle's last days 

Former girlfriend provides 
emotional testimony at inquest 

I t 



tified. 
"He wasn't in bed with me, he was-

n't in the room and he hadn't just 
stepped out to go to the bathroom." 

She returned to her own room — 
college policy forbids cadets spending 
the night in each other's rooms 
although the inquest has heard it is a 
common practice — where she slept 
for another 45 minutes before getting 
dressed for the day. 

After showering and checking the 
room again, she woke up a female 
friend to say she was worried. The two 
asked other cadets if they had seen 
Grozelle and checked areas such as the 
dorm's common rooms to see if he 
had fallen asleep on a couch. 

Through the morning, Haggart 
continued to check his room between 
classes. 

"I fully expected him to be there 
with a big grin on his face and a silly 
story about what happened." 

By 4:30 p.m., with no sign of 
Grozelle, Haggart formally notified 
her cadet superior and the college's 
duty officer, who informed the MPs. 

The MPs took a description of 
Grozelle as well as information on 
what he was last seen wearing, a 
description that included khakis and 
brown suede shoes. 

Haggart was shown photos of those 
items of clothing that were on 
Grozelle's body when he was pulled 
from the river and identified them as 
his in a whisper, tears running down 

. her cheeks as she grimaced. 
She testified she was devastated by 

the disappearance and on Friday, three 
days later, her parents had grown so 
concerned that they drove to the col-
lege and took her home to Ottawa for 
a week. 

"I was lost," said Haggart, who told 
The Kingston Whig-Standard in 2003, 
in her only interview about the case, 
that she was shocked at the sight of 
searchers going through dumpsters 
looking for Grozelle's body and could-
n't bear the thought of being the one 
who would find him in such a place. 

She returned to the college and on 
Nov. 13, encountered a student in 
tears who informed her that a .body 
had been found near the Lasalle 
Causeway. It was identified by the 
family as Grozelle's later that day. 

She testified the couple had not 
been fighting prior to his disappear-
ance and that Grozelle was no more 
stressed or unhappy than any other 
third-year cadet at the college, 
although the workload and pressure 
were intense. 

Crown attorney Michael Blain 
focused on several key exchanges 
Haggart was a part of in the days 
before Grozelle's disappearance and 
that were unearthed in the lengthy 
police investigation afterwards. 

On the preceding Friday, while 
Grozelle was at a basketball tourna-
ment in Nova Scotia, Haggart went 
into town with another cadet couple 
for pizza. 

She was feeling very lonely without 
Grozelle's company, and asked the 
other young woman if she would con-
sider staying at the college if anything 
happened to her boyfriend or if he 
died. 

She asked the question wondering 
if other women felt the same closeness 
with their boyfriends, she said, as 
Grozelle was such an important part 
of her life at the college, she said. 

"It was an unfortunate coinci- 

dence," Blain suggested. Haggart con-
curred. 

She was also asked about a brief 
exchange on Tuesday afternoon, after 
Grozelle had not shown up for two 
classes the pair shared that morning. 

Grozelle, who told his professor 
that he had a physiotherapy appoint-
ment and told his girlfriend he over-
slept, complained to Haggart that he 
did not know what he was doing at 
the college and sometimes felt he 
should just leave. 

Frustrated, she told him to "just 
leave," she testified, but said the com-
plaint was a common one among stu-
dents. 

"It becomes a refrain by third year," 
she explained. 

"By third year, so many people 
whine about being there, that's where 
the frustration came from." 

Haggart's father spent time in the 
Canadian Forces and as a result, she 
was more familiar with military life 
than Grozelle, she said. 

"He struggled with it," she said of . 
military demands such as following 
seemingly pointless orders. 

"It was totally foreign to him, like a 
foreign language . . . it's hard to do 
something just because someone tells 
you to." 

She also testified the couple were 
thinking about the future. At RMC, 
students are posted upon graduation 
and the only way for couples to ensure 
they stay together is to marry before 
then. The insular nature of the small 
college creates a phenomenon cadets 
call "the RMC bubble." 

"It's such a contained environ-
ment," she explained. 

"People get married before they 
graduate so they will get posted 
together and then a short time later 
you hear they got divorced." 

The inquest also heard from one of 
the professors whose class Grozelle 
skipped Tuesday morning. Margaret 
Shepherd said she met with Grozelle 
that afternoon when he picked up an 
assignment and said there was noth-
ing abnormal about his behaviour and 
that he promised to be in her class the 
following day. 

Former Queen's rowing coach 
Robert Watering also testified that he 
saw a man vaguely matching 
Grozelle's description under the bridge 
over the Cataraqui early one morning 
a week after Grozelle disappeared. 

Watering was in a boat heading to 
Tim Hortons for coffee after a morning 
practice and said he never saw the 
man's face or spoke to him, but he 
appeared blonde and was wearing a 
dark top. 

The man was crouched beside the 
bridge when he approached and lying 
on a concrete sill underneath when he 
returned and seemed "suspicious," 
Watering testified, as he was watching 
the man closely. 

He told other rowing club mem-
bers, including former Kingston police 
crime statistician Ray Lonsdale, about 
the man when he returned and one of 
the rowers suggested it was the miss-
ing cadet. Police were immediately 
called but found no trace of the man 
when they searched the area. 

It was one of about 200 uncon-
firmed sightings of people matching 
Grozelle's description reported to 
police during the three weeks he was 
missing. 

The inquest continues next week. 

➢ The Kingston Whig-Standard 

BY IAN ELLIOT 
Osprey News Network 

KINGSTON — Joe Grozelle impul-
sively tried •to commit suicide a few 
years before coming to Royal Military 
College, the inquest looking into his 
death heard Wednesday. 

The bombshell revelation came 
during the testimony of his former 
girlfriend, Melissa Haggart, who was 
the last person to have seen the 21-
year-old alive in October 2003. 

She told military police investigat-
ing his disappearance that Grozelle 
had confided in her when their rela-
tionship was getting serious that after 
a high school girlfriend cheated on 
him, he took a quantity of pills and 
washed them down with alcohol 
while alone at the family's home. 

But Haggart, who was not sure 
what grade Grozelle was in at the time 
or what pills he took, said Grozelle was 
saved when he started vomiting copi-
ously and a friend who happened to 
drop by the house cleaned him up and 
put him to bed. . 

He was not hospitalized and never 
told his family. The Grozelles only 
found out about her statement during 
the police investigation. 

But she repeatedly stated that she 
did not believe Grozelle, whose body 
was pulled from the Cataraqui River 
on Nov. 13 and whose cause of death 
was never determined, committed sui-
cide. 

"He felt, when he started throwing 
up and throwing up and throwing up, 
he was relieved, he felt that someone 
was looking out for him," she testified, 
saying he wouldn't do it again. 

She described it as "a stupid 
moment as a melodramatic teenager" 
and when asked directly and repeated-
ly, said there was no sign in his behav-
iour or mood that led her to believe 
that he was thinking of harming him-
self. 

"Nothing," she said, then added, 
"Absolutely nothing." 

In a day of emotional testimony, 
Haggart, who is now a sub-lieutenant 
on a Navy ship stationed in British 
Columbia, described her close rela-
tionship with Grozelle and detailed 
the days and hours leading up to his 
disappearance and afterwards. 

She was the last person known to 
have seen Grozelle alive, at 1 a.m. on 
Wednesday, Oct. 22, when she fell 
asleep on Grozelle's bed while the 
cadet worked on a business law paper 
on the computer. 

When she awoke around 5:30 a.m., 
Grozelle was not there and she could 
see from his wardrobe that he was still 
wearing the clothes he had on the 
night before and was without his 
watch, wallet or cellphone. 

"It felt weird immediately," she tes- 
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Water expert testifies 
at Grozelle inquest 
Explains how body found in river 

KINGSTON (CP) — One of the 
minor puzzles surrounding the death 
of RMC cadet Joe Grozelle was solved 
Monday. 

The body of the 21-year-old Royal 
Military College student was recov-
ered from the Cataraqui River near 
HMCS Cataraqui on Nov. 13, 2003, 22 
days after he was last seen alive. 

Assuming he went in the water off 
the Point Fredrick peninsula where 
the college is located, it was a peculiar 
place for his body to end up since the 
current flows south into Lake Ontario 
and not north into the river. 

A federal water level and current 
expert said Monday that high winds 
and waves from a fierce overnight 
storm could have pushed the body  

north to where it was found. 
The storm produced 60 km/h 

winds and a surge of 45 centimetres in 
lake levels that day, Environment 
Canada hydraulic engineer Aaron 
Thompson told the coroner's inquest. 

That would be enough to reverse 
the normal flows of the river, he said. 

But he could not say if the surging 
lake levels could have freed the cadet's 
body if it was underwater and snagged 
on a piece of underwater debris, or 
raised it to the surface if decomposi-
tion had produced enough buoyant 
gases inside the body to lift it slightly 
off the bottom of the lake. 

And he also said it was impossible 
to use water currents to track the body 
back from where it was found and  

extrapolate where it might have gone 
into the water. 

"It's a little harder than they repre-
sent it on CSI," he said. 

Pathologists have testified that 
Grozelle's body was in the water any-
where from one week to three, raising 
the notion he could have been alive 
for some time after his disappearance 
on Oct. 22, 2003. 

No definitive cause of death was 
ever determined, and Grozelle's death 
was officially attributed to a combina-
tion of asphyxia and hypothermia. 

Three more witnesses testified 
Monday that they saw someone they 
believed could have been Grozelle in 
Kingston in the period following his 
disappearance. The inquest continues. 
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Minnie Grozelle (front), joined by her sister Mary Jansen, walks along the shore near the Lasalle Causeway where the body of her son, RMC cadet Joe Grozelle, 
was first spotted in the water. The jury in the inquest into his death was taken to see the location. 

Military launched full-scale search 
Cadet's disappearance treated same way as missing soldier would be 

By Ian Elliot 
Whig-Standard Staff Writer 

TOE GROZELLE'S ABRUPT DISAPPEAR-
ance from Royal Military College in 

the fall of 2003 was so alarming that the 
military almost immediately launched 
unprecedented land, sea and air search-
es looking for the missing cadet, a se-
nior college official testified yesterday. 

Lt.-Col. Rod McDonald, the college's 
deputy director of cadets, told the in-
quest looking into Grozelle's death that 
within two days of the cadet's disap-
pearance in the early morning hours of 
Wednesday, Oct. 22, the matter was on 
the agenda of the most senior defence 
officials in Ottawa in the same way the 
death of a serving soldier would be. 

By Friday, Grozelle's disappearance 
was the subject of a "significant inci-
dent report" that was filed with Na-
tional Defence Headquarters in Ot-
tawa, far beyond the attention that 
most cadets reported absent without 
authority would receive. 

Testifying before the inquest jury at 
the Radisson, McDonald said cadets 
would sometimes take holiday trips 
and fall victim to the usual snags and 
delays that plague travellers, but for a 
cadet to go missing in the middle of a 
week in October was extraordinary. 

Making matters more puzzling was 
that the 21-year-old had a steady girl-
friend at the college, was a member of 
the prestigious varsity basketball team 
and had no apparent problems with the  

school beyond the pressures all third-
years students face. 

"It is very unusual during the course 
of the week for a cadet to be unac-
counted for," said McDonald, noting 
cadets are sworn and salaried mem-

bers of the mili-
tary and their 
scheduled classes 
are considered du-
ty for which they 
must be present, 
and for which they 
can be punished 
for missing. 

"This is unlike a 
civilian university 
where, if I don't 
have a class until 

11:30, I don't have to get up until 11:15," 
said McDonald, explaining the regular 
cadet uniformed workday was from 8 
a.m. until 4:30 p.m., followed by athlet-
ics and schoolwork. 

"RMC does not work that way" 
By Friday, two days after Grozelle 

vanished, the Forces' National Investi-
gation Service had already called in a 
search-and-rescue helicopter from 
CFB Trenton to search the shore and 
lake bed around the college. 

McDonald, a longtime helicopter pi-
lot and commander, said that was not 
standard procedure. 

"The fact that a person was unac-
counted for, it would be unusual to 
launch a search-and-rescue heli- 

copter," he said, saying they are nor-
mally only dispatched when there is a 
stronger indication of immediacy —
such as a boat overturning or a plane 
suspected to have crashed. 

"It would have required them to pull 
in a couple of markers because it 
wouldn't ordinarily have been done." 

McDonald served as the chief liaison 
between the college and the military in-
vestigators, police, media and the fami-
ly in the three weeks following 
Grozelle's disappearance, and he ac-
companied OPP divers on an exhaus-
tive search of the waters off the college. 

Police divers scoured Kingston's out-
er and inner harbours, the area around 
the Lasalle Causeway where Grozelle 
was found on Nov. 13, Navy Bay and 
Deadman's Bay east of the school with 
no result. 

`At that time of year, it was very dif-
ficult to search," he said. "The murki-
ness of the water and the poor visibili-
ty made things very difficult." 

He told the jury the campus and 
grounds of the college were repeatedly 
and exhaustively searched, starting 
the day after Grozelle was reported 
missing. All military and civilian staff 
were instructed to inspect any space in 
their workplace that would have been 
large enough to hold a human body, 
even if the spaces were locked. 

A description of the missing cadet 
was also circulated to Military Police, 
who were investigating the case before  

the Forces' investigative service took 
over the case on Thursday, Oct. 23. 

"The next day [after Grozelle was re-
ported missing], in support of the MPs, 
we immediately started to generate pa-
perwork," McDonald explained. 

The officer was also shown the pants 
found on Grozelle's body when it was 
pulled from water. He immediately 
said the dirt and tears on them meant 
they were not in that condition when 
Grozelle was last seen wearing them. 

When not in uniform but outside 
their rooms, cadets must follow a mess 
hall dress code that requires them to 
wear collared shirts and clean, un-
frayed pants. 

Grozelle would not have been al-
lowed to wear clothes in that condition 
on campus the last night he was seen, 
suggesting the damage to them oc-
curred after he was seen alive or dur-
ing the period he was in the water. 

"These pants would not have been ac-
ceptable," said McDonald, after a quick 
look at the photos. "This is clearly un-
acceptable dress." 

Under questioning by Crown Attor-
ney Michael Blain, McDonald said he 
had no idea what might have happened 
to Grozelle, or how his body wound up 
in the Cataraqui River. 

"I've tossed this around in my head 
for three years now," he told the in-
quest. 

The inquest continues tomorrow. 
ielliot@thewhig. corn 
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Minnie and Ron Grozelie stand by the banks of the Cataraqui River in Kingston Tuesday morning, at the spot where the 
body of their son, RMC cadet Joe Grozelle, was brought to shore after being spotted in the water in 2003. 
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Grozelle puzzle linked to storm 
BY IAN EWOT 
Osprey News Network 

KINGSTON — One of the minor 
puzzles surrounding the death of Joe 
Grozelle was solved Tuesday even as 
the major mysteries in the case 
loomed as large as ever. 

The body of the,21-year-old Royal 
Military College cadet was recovered 
from the Cataraqui River near HMCS 
Cataraqui on the morning of Nov. 13, 
2003, 22 days after he was last seen 
alive. 

Assuming that he went in the water 
off the Point Frederick peninsula 
where the college is located, it was a 
peculiar place for his body to ultimate-
ly end up. Local sailors and, anglers 
know the current flows south into 
Lake Ontario and not north into the 
river. 

Tuesday, a federal government 
water level and current expert said 
high winds and waves from a fierce 
overnight storm could have pushed 
the body north to where it was found. 

The storm produced 60 km/h 
winds and a surge of 45 centimetres in 
lake levels that day, Environment 
Canada hydraulic engineer Aaron 
Thompson told the coroner's inquest 
at the Radisson Hotel. That would be 
enough to reverse the normal flows of 
the river, he said. 

"During a storm event, L'ake 
Ontario acts as a giant bathtub, and 
the water sloshes back and forth," he 
told the five-member jury. 

But he could not say if the surging 
lake levels could have freed the cadet's 
body if it was underwater and snagged 
on a piece of underwater debris, or 
raised it to the surface if decomposi-
tion had produced enough buoyant 
gases inside the body to lift it slightly 
off the bottom of the lake. 

And he also said it was impossible 
to use water currents to track the body 
back from where it was found and 
extrapolate where it might have gone 
into the water. 

"That's not really possible. There 
are too many uncertainties," he told 
Jeff Anderson, the lawyer representing 
the college and defence department, 
saying he only provided a snapshot of 
how currents typically flow and how a 
major storm could alter those pat-
terns. 

He told a juror who asked a similar 

question that the process is much 
more involved than television crime 
dramas make it out to be. 

"It's a little harder than they repre-
sent it on CSI,/' he said. 

Pathologists have testified that 
Grozelle's body was in the water any-
where from one to three weeks, raising 
the spectre that he could have been 
alive for some time after his disappear-
ance in the early morning hours of 
Oct. 22, 2003.' 

However, police divers who scoured 
the river in the three-week search for 
Grozelle did not find him, and 
Thompson repeatedly said he could 
not even speculate on how a corpse 
would travel if it were in the waters 
surrounding the college. 

"I'm not really an expert in how 
bodies move in the water," he said 
apologetically to one line of question-
ing. 

No definitive cause of death was 
ever determined, and Grozelle's death 
was officially attributed to a combina- 

tion of asphyxia and hypothermia. 
Tuesday, three more witnesses testi-

fied that they saw someone they 
believed could have been Grozelle in 
Kingston in the period following his 
disappearance. 

Robert Pearson testified yesterday 
that he saw a man matching Grozelle's 
dress and appearance while driving 
across the bridge near the DuPont 
plant on Front Road on Oct. 23, the 
day after the cadet was reported miss-
ing. 

Pearson described a man matching 
Grozelle's height and weight and 
wearing a black top and khaki pants, 
which is what the cadet was last seen 
wearing. The person was leaning 
against the bridge looking down at the 
water around 7:15 a.m. 

But neither he, nor the other two 
witnesses who reported seeing some-
one of that description on the Lasalle 
Causeway in the week after Grozelle 
was reported missing, saw the person's 
face or spoke to him. 

Nina Morris and Kevin Goodfellow 
both reported seeing someone on the 
causeway while driving across in their 
cars, but neither could say it was 
Grozelle, merely someone matching 
his rough physical description. 

Police investigated about 220 such 
sightings but were not able to substan-
tiate any of them. 

The inquiry also heard from 
Heather Ducharme, who was the first 
person to spot Grozelle's body in the 
water on the morning of Nov. 13 as 
she was walking to the college's envi-
ronmental sciences department. 

When she saw an object in the 
water just after 8 a.m., it was about 15 
to 20 feet offshore, south of the cause-
way, in storm-chopped waters. 

In the 15 minutes it took to report 
the sighting and for police to respond, 
the body floated north of the cause-
way, where it drifted into shore. 

The inquest continues today. 

➢ The Kingston Whig-Standard 
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Grozelle Inquest hears from 
fellow cadets, girlfriend, sightings 

The Inquest into the mysterious disappearance and death of Ridgetown's Joe Grozelle continued last week with testimony 
from Joe's friends and fellow cadets as well as his girlfriend at the time. 

On Monday, March 26 the Coroner's Inquest being held in Kingston heard from fellow cadets that Joe was not known to 
sleep walk or take late night walks and that they did not know anything about an apparent unknown medical condition which 
was said to have caused him to pass out during Basic Officer Training. Crown Attorney Michael Blain reiterated that no such 
defect turned up in either of the two autopsies performed on Grozelle. 

The cadets also stated that Joe could swim, just not up to 
military standards. He had failed a timed swimming test, but 
he could swim. When asked if they knew anything about what 
happened to Grozelle, the answers were, "no". 

On Tuesday, a cadet at Royal Military College, testified 
• 

that she saw someone matching Grozelle's description the 
morning before he was reported missing at about 5:30 a.m. 
He was wearing khakis and a black sweater, but she said most 
male RMC cadets, when not in uniform, wore khakis to main-
tain a neat appearance. 

A fellow Sports Officer and friend of Grozelle's Heath 
Robson testified that there was stress involved in the posi-
tion, but it was just part of the job. He testified to seeing Joe 
twice that night around 9:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. Joe was last 
seen at about 1:30 a.m. that night by his girlfriend, Melissa 
Haggart. 

Haggart was the main witness to testify on Wednesday, 
day seven of the inquest, as she told the jury Grozelle had 
confided in her that he once tried to commit suicide in high 
school because of girlfriend problems. She testified that he 
never told his family or anyone else about this. She also re-
peatedly said that she did not think Joe committed suicide. 
She said there was nothing that indicated he was in that state 
of mind. 

She told the jury that she had fallen asleep in Joe's room 
as he worked on a paper on his computer. When she awoke at 
5:30 a.m., he was not there. His watch, wallet and cellphone 
were on his dresser and his military uniform was still there. 
She said she returned to her room to get ready for school and 
went to classes. She said she checked into Joe's room be-
tween classes and asked around and notified a superior of-
ficer at 4:30 p.m. that afternoon. 

Haggart told the jury that she was very upset during the 
time of Joe's disappearance and the impending search. She 
and her family returned home to Ottawa for a week, three 
days into the search for Joe. She stated that she and Joe were 
not fighting before his disappearance and that Grozelle was 
no more stressed or depressed than any other third year cadet 
at RMC. 
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"The part about Joe taking pills and that, that kind of took 
us by surprise, but not a big deal... I think she talked things 
through very well," said Joe's father Ron Grozelle who has 
been at the inquest every day along with his wife Minnie. 
"She and other cadets said they did not believe Joe would 
have committed suicide," he said. "I don't know that any of 
that was ever confirmed... no concerns that this came out, it's 
not a big deal. We just continue to look forward," said Grozelle 
from his Muirkirk home on Friday, March 30. 

The last witness before the inquest ended for the week 
was Robert Watering, a former rowing team coach at Queen's 
University who had reported seeing someone matching Joe's 
description under a bridge on the Cataraqui River about a 
week after he disappeared. Police searched the area, but no 
one was found. This was one of about 200 unconfirmed Joe 
Grozelle sightings during the three weeks of the search. 

This week the inquest will hear from more witnesses who 
reported seeing Joe during his disappearance. "I think we'll 
get a lot of the same - a guy with khakis, dark sweater, but 
nothing positive," said Grozelle. Also slated to testify is the 
911 caller who spotted Joe's body and an engineer with Envi-
ronment Canada who will talk about the currents in the water 
at that time. A Military Police and investigators from the Ca-
nadian Forces National Investigation Service (CFNIS) are all 
scheduled up to the end of this week. Next week members of 
Kingston Police and the Coroner's Office are scheduled to 
testify. "This should be the interesting part now," said 
Grozelle. The final scheduled day for the Inquest is April 19. 

The Grozelles and their lawyer, Bruce Carr-Harris are still 
waiting for documents granted to them by the presiding Coro- 
ner from the Coroner's Of- 
fice. "We all met January 11 
to ask for additional wit- 
nesses and documents. On 
February 8 we received a re- 
ply that we had been granted 
some additional witnesses 
and documents. Here it is 
March 30. We're two weeks 
into the Inquest and we don't , 
have the documents we were 
granted almost two months 
ago," said Grozelle. 

14, 



BY IAN EWOT 
Osprey News Network 

KINGSTON — Joe Grozelle literally 
vanished from the face of the Earth for 
22 days after his disappearance from 
Royal Military College in October 
2003, the lead military investigators in 
the case testified at the inquest into 
his death Wednesday. 

And even after his body was recov-
ered from the Cataraqui River on Nov. 
13, the discovery of the corpse shed 
no new answers on how he died or 
how he ended up the water. 

"One of the things we still don't 
know is where Joe entered the water," 
said Ryan Snow, who at the time was a 
lieutenant with the military's National 
Investigation Service (NIS) and who 
co-ordinated the exhaustive search for 
Grozelle starting 36 hours after the 21-
year-old was reported missing Oct. 22. 

And despite working 15 to 18 hours 
a day for three frustrating weeks, 
investigators were making so little 
progress, they were closing their tem-
porary base in Kingston and relocating 
back to their Ottawa headquarters at 
the time the cadet's body washed 
ashore. 

Snow and Marc Lamy, a Military 
Police officer who took the first report 
of Grozelle's disappearance and who 
was seconded to the armed forces' 
investigative arm for the duration of 
the case, laid out the work that was 
done in painstaking detail 
Wednesday. 

What started out for Lamy as a 
missing cadet — "We treated it as 
someone who did not go to school 
that day and maybe went over to a 
friend's house," he testified — quickly 
escalated into a major mystery. 

There was no known reason for 
Grozelle to go absent, his room 
showed no signs of a struggle, his keys, 
wallet and cellphone were on his desk 
and his bank accounts and credit cards 
were not used while he was missing. 

At 2 a.m. on Oct. 23, about eight 
hours after taking the report Grozelle 
was missing from his cadet girlfriend 
Melissa Haggart, Lamy and another 
MP were walking the rocky shore of 
the college peninsula with flashlights, 
searching for the cadet. The shore and 
lake would be revisited many times in 
the extended search. "We had infor-
mation that he may have been a sleep-
walker," explained Lamy. 

"We also walked the shoreline 
because he could have gone there to 
get some fresh air and fell down and 
knocked his head." 

Grozelle's sleepwalking has been 
rumoured but neither his family nor 
his girlfriend could confirm this obser-
vation, which was provided to police 
by another cadet. 

It was just the first fruitless search 
for Grozelle. 

The NIS took over the investigation 
the next day, and over the next three 
weeks, Snow said, every search 
method they could lay their hands on 

was employed. 
A search and 

rescue helicopter 
was in the air 
Friday afternoon 
and a complete 
search of the 
peninsula was 
done by students. 

In the days and 
weeks after, OPP 
cadaver dogs rode 
in boats to sniff 

the water for gases emitted by a 
decomposing corpse and police divers 
searched the lake bed. An OPP heli-
copter with a thermal camera did a 
night search of the area followed by a 
visual search in the daylight. 

Police dogs searched the woods 
beside nearby Fort Henry and OPP 
officers using side-scan sonar trolled 
the waters in case a body was floating 
beneath the surface. Kingston police 
forensic technicians sprayed Grozelle's 
room with Luminol but found no 
traces of blood, and his computer gave 
no clues. 

Meanwhile, military and city police 
were flooded with tips and possible 
sightings, from a semi-clad Grozelle in 
a downtown store days after he disap-
peared to a mysterious man who 
would stop cadets on the causeway, 
and offer them rides in his car. All 
proved fruitless. 

MPs checked all vacant houses on 
CFB Kingston to see if Grozelle might 
be there, went over available security 
camera footage and even reviewed all 
parking tickets written on the base in 
the period preceding his disappear-
ance to see if any unauthorized vehi-
cles had been there. Cedar Island and 
the Martello Towers there and at Fort 
Henry were also searched. 

"We worked 15 to 18 hours a day, . 
every day," testified Lamy. 

Snow, now an officer in Halton 
Region, said by Nov. 9, four days 
before Grozelle was found, the team of 
investigators had exhausted their 
options and themselves. 

"We had not generated any infor-
mation that would lead us to where 
Joe Grozelle was," he testified. "If we 
had, I would not have gone back to 
Ottawa that weekend and collapsed 
for two days." 

On Nov. 13, Snow was at the col- 
lege when he got a call at around 8:30 
a.m. advising him that a body had 
been seen in the water near the cause-
way. He was there when the body was 
pulled out of the water and at the 
autopsy when it was definitively iden-
tified as Grozelle. 

The water was very rough that day, 
and he speculated that a chipped 
tooth and a graze on Grozelle's fore- 
head, which were raised as a mystery 
during the, testimony of pathologists, 
might have been caused then. 

"The body was getting tossed 
around on the rocks quite a bit," he 
said. 
➢ The Kingston Whig-Standard 
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Investigators 
worked hard 
Searching for Grozelle 
was painstaking task 



Grozelle disappearance baffling, inquest hears 
By Ian Elliot 
Whig-Standard Staff Writer 

j
oE GROZELLE LITERALLY VANISHED 
from the face of the Earth for 22 

clays after his disappearance from Roy-
al Military College in October 2003, the 
lead military investigators in the case 
testified at the inquest into his death 
yesterday. 
• And even after his body was recov-
ered from the Cataraqui River on Nov. 
13, the discovery of the corpse shed no 
answers on how he died or how he end-
ed up in the water. 

"One of the things we still don't 
plow is where Joe entered the water," 
said Ryan Snow, who at the time was a 
Lieutenant with the military's National 
Investigation Service (NIS) and who 

co-ordinated the exhaustive search for 
Grozelle starting 36 hours after the 21-
year-old was reported missing Oct. 22. 

And despite working 15 to 18 hours a 
day for three frustrating weeks, inves-
tigators were making so little progress, 
they were closing their temporary base 
in Kingston and relocating•back to 
their Ottawa headquarters at the time 
the cadet's body washed ashore. 

Snow and Marc Lamy, a Military Po-
lice officer who took the first report of 
Grozelle's disappearance and was sec-
onded to the armed forces' investiga-
tive arm for the duration of the case, 
laid out the work that was done in 
painstaking detail yesterday. 

What started out for Lamy as a miss-
ing cadet - "We treated it as someone 

who did not go to school that day and 
maybe went over to a friend's house," 
he testified - quickly escalated into a 
major mystery. 

There was no known reason for 
Grozelle to go absent, his room showed 
no signs of a struggle, his keys, wallet 
and cellphone were on his desk, and 
his bank accounts and credit cards 
were not used while he was missing. 

At 2 a.m. on Oct. 23, about eight 
hours after taking the report Grozelle 
was missing, Lamy and another MP 
walked the rocky shore of the college 
peninsula with flashlights, searching 
for the cadet. The shore and lake would 
be revisited many times in the extend-
ed search. 

"We had information that he may 

have been a sleepwalker," explained 
Lamy. Grozelle's sleepwalking was pro-
vided to police by another cadet. 

"We also walked the shoreline be-
cause he could have gone there to get 
some fresh air and fell down and 
knocked his head." 

It was just the first fruitless search 
for Grozelle. 

The MS took over the investigation 
the next day, and over the next three 
weeks, Snow said, every search method 
they could lay their hands on was em-
ployed. 

"We worked 15 to 18 hours a day, 
every day" testified Lamy. 

Snow, now an officer in Halton Re-
gion, said by Nov. 9, four days before 
Grozelle was found, the team of inves- 

tigators had exhausted their options 
and themselves. 

"We had not generated any informal 
tion that would lead us to where J6e 
Grozelle was," he testified. 

"If we had, I would not have gotie 
back to Ottawa that weekend and ccil 
lapsed for two days." 

Snow was present when Grozelle!; 
body was found on Nov. 13, The water 
that day was very rough, and he specu-
lated that a chipped tooth and a grand 
on Grozelle's forehead, which were 
raised as a mystery during the testink 
ny of pathologists, might have been 
caused then. 

"The body was getting tossed arm* 
on the rocks quite a bit," he said. 

ielliot@thewhig.corn 

Lead military investigators provide 
few new details in Grozelle mystery 
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Canadian Press 

KINGSTON — Joe Grozelle liter-
ally vanished from the face of the 
:Earth for 22 days after his disap-
pearance from Royal Military Col-
lege in October 2003, the lead mili-
tary investigators in the case testi-
fied at the inquest into his death 
yesterday. 

And even after his body was 
:recovered from the Cataraqui 
River on Nov. 13, the discovery of 
the corpse shed no new answers on 
how he died or how he ended up in 
the water. 

"One of the things we still don't 
:know is where Joe entered the 
water," said Ryan Snow, who was 
then a lieutenant with the mili-
tary's National Investigation Ser-
vice. 

There was no known reason for 
(Grozelle to go absent, his room 
showed no signs of a struggle, his 
keys, wallet and cellphone were on 
his desk and his bank accounts and 
credit cards were not used while he 
was missing. 

"We had information that he 
may have been a sleepwalker," 
explained military police officer 
Marc Lamy. 

"We also walked the shoreline 
because he could have gone there 
to get some fresh air and fell down 
and knocked his head." 

While there were rumours of 
Grozelle's sleepwalking habits, nei-
ther his family nor his girlfriend 
could confirm this observation, 
which was provided to police by 
another cadet. 

Kingston Police forensic techni-
cians sprayed Grozelle's room with 
Luminol but found no traces of 
blood, and his computer gave no 
clues. 

Meanwhile, military and' city 
police were flooded with tips and 
possible sightings, from a semi-
clad Grozelle in a downtown store 
days after he disappeared to a mys-
terious man who would stop cadets 
on the Causeway and offer them 
rides in his car. 

Investigators checked all vacant 
houses on CFB Kingston to see if 

Grozelle might be there, went over 
available security camera footage 
and even reviewed all parking 
tickets written on the base in the 
period preceding his disappear-
ance to see if any unauthorized 
vehicles had been there. 

"We worked 15 to 18 hours a day, 
every day," testified Lamy. 

Snow, now an officer in Halton 
Region, said by Nov. 9, four days 
before Grozelle was found, the 
investigators had exhausted their 
options and themselves. 

"We had not generated any infor-
mation that would lead us to where 
Joe Grozelle was," he testified. "If 
we had, I would not have gone back 
to Ottawa that weekend and col-
lapsed for two days." 

On Nov. 13, he was at the college 
when he got a call advising him a 
body had been seen in the water 
near the causeway. 

He  was there when the body was 
pulled out of the water and at the 
autopsy when it was definitively 
identified as Grozelle. 
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Military probing 
Grozelle's death 
suspect suicide 
BY IAN ELLIOT 
Canadian Press 

KINGSTON — The lead military 
investigator probing the death of 
Joe Grozelle told an inquest yester-
day he believes the 21-year-old Royal 
Military College cadet killed himself 
after disappearing from the school 
in 2003. 

Concluding his testimony at the 
inquest into Grozelle's mysterious 
disappearance, former National 
Investigation Services Lieut. Ryan 
Snow said that after eliminating 
foul play and accidental or natural 
death, he was left with the suspicion 
that Grozelle committed suicide. 

The cause of Grozelle's death is 
officially undetermined, 

although it was probably a 
combination of asphyxia and 

hypothermia. 

"Conclusions are a very danger-
ous game," he told Grozelle family 
lawyer Simon Dahl under cross-
examination. 

"I have my suspicions . .. but a lot 
of the information we generated sug-
gested suicide could have been an 
issue." 

He explained that the body 
showed no signs of injury, trauma 
or a natural cause of death when it 
was recovered from the Inner Har-
bour on Nov. 13, 2003. 

Snow noted Grozelle once tried to 
commit suicide with pills and alco-
hol while in high school. 

"That evidence indicates there is 
some disposition to suicide,  

although that is not to say that is 
what happened," he told the inquest. 

There is no physical evidence that 
Grozelle committed suicide, and it is 
a contention that has been heatedly 
denied by his devoutly Roman 
Catholic family. 

The cause of Grozelle's death is 
officially undetermined, although it 
was probably a combination of 
asphyxia and hypothermia, accord-
ing to pathologists. But Snow said 
with the other possible causes of 
death all but eliminated, suicide is 
what he was left suspecting. 

He said Grozelle was deeply disen-
chanted with life at RMC, his bench-
warmer status on the varsity basket-
ball team, and girlfriend Melissa 
Haggart, whom cadets told investi-
gators that Grozelle liked "but was 
not in love with." 

During the time the cadet was 
missing, his family was asked to 
gauge his happiness with the school, 
the team and his girlfriend. At that 
time, both his mother and father 
scored it as three out of 10. 

However, Snow said without 
definitive evidence, the case will 
remain open. 

"Will it ever be complete?" he 
asked in response to a question. "We 
don't actually know what hap-
pened." 

Maj. Natalie Lund, who was an 
NIS investigator assigned to be a 
liaison between the Grozelle family 
and the military following his disap-
pearance, testified the family knew 
of his unhappiness about his basket-
ball status and life at the college. 

"That May, he had told (his 
mother) Minnie that he wasn't look-
ing forward to returning to RMC," 
she testified. 

The inquest resumes April 16. 



GROZELLE 

THE CHATHAM DAILY NEWS MONDAY, APRIL 9, 2007 11 

Suicide suspected 
Military investigator testifies at Grozelle inquest 

BY IAN ELLIOT 
Osprey News Network 

KINGSTON — The lead military 
investigator probing the death of Joe 
Grozelle told an inquest Friday he 
believes the 21-year-old Royal Military 
College cadet killed himself after dis-
appearing from the school in 2003. 

Concluding his testimony at the 
inquest into Grozelle's mysterious dis- 
appearance, ' former National 
Investigation Services Lieut. Ryan 
Snow said that after eliminating foul 
play and accidental or natural death, 
he was left with the suspicion that 
Grozelle committed suicide. 

"Conclusions are a very dangerous 
game," he told Grozelle family lawyer 
Simon Dahl under cross-examination. 

"I have my suspicions ... but a lot of 
the information we generated suggest- 

ed suicide could 
have been an 
issue." 

He explained 
that the body 
showed no signs of 
injury, trauma or a 
natural cause of 
death when it was 
recovered from the 
Inner Harbour on 
Nov. 13, 2003. 

Snow noted 
Grozelle once tried to commit suicide 
with pills and alcohol while in high 
school. 

"That evidence indicates there is 
some disposition to suicide, although 
that is not to say that is what hap-
pened," he told the inquest. 

There is no physical evidence that 
Grozelle committed suicide, and it is a 

contention that has been heatedly 
denied by his devoutly Roman 
Catholic family. 

The cause of Grozelle's death is offi-
cially undetermined, although it was 
probably a combination of asphyxia 
and hypothermia, according to 
pathologists. But Snow said with the 
other possible causes of death all but 
eliminated, suicide is what he was left 
suspecting. 

He said Grozelle was deeply disen-
chanted with life at RMC, his bench-
warmer status on the varsity basketball 
team, and girlfriend Melissa Haggart, 
whom cadets told investigators that 
Grozelle liked "but was not in love 
with." 

During the time the cadet was miss-
ing, his family was asked to gauge his 
happiness with the school, the team 
and his girlfriend. At that time, both 

his mother and father scored it as 
three out of 10. 

However, Snow said that without 
definitive evidence, the case will 
remain open. 

"Will it ever be complete?" he 
asked in response to a question. "We 
don't actually know what happened." 

Maj. Natalie Lund, who was an NIS 
investigator assigned to be a liaison 
between the Grozelle family and the 
military during the .period following 
his disappearance, also testified that 
the family knew of his unhappiness 
about his second-string basketball sta-
tus and life at the college. 

"That May, he had told (his moth-
er) Minnie that he wasn't looking for-
ward to returning to RMC," she 
testified. The inquest resumes April 16. 
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Psychic's tip 
followed by police 

Medium advised investigators 
to check canal locks, inquest told 

By Frank Armstrong 
Whig-Standard Staff Writer 

KINGSTON POLICE FOLLQWED THE 
advice of a psychic while search-

ing for RMC cadet Joe Grozelle, a coro-
ner's inquest heard yesterday. 

Insp. Brian Begbie said the Grozelle 
family brought information from a 
psychic to Kingston Police in October 
2003, before Grozelle's body was found 
in the inner harbour Nov. 22, 2003. 

Kingston Police searched the locks at 
Kingston Mills and Lower Brewers 
(Washburn), but found nothing help-
ful, Begbie said. 

Under questioning by the Canadian 
Forces lawyer Jeff Anderson, Begbie 
said Kingston Police have followed up 
tips provided by psychics in the past. 

Begbie, who was in charge of the 
force's criminal investigations 
branch in 2003, was one of three King-
ston Police officers who testified yes-
terday. 

The others were Const. Julia Moore 
and Sgt. Chris Barrett. 

Because Grozelle went missing from 
Royal Military College, which is feder-
al property, the military's National In-
vestigation Service took charge. 

"I indicated we would not be con-
ducting a joint investigation," Begbie 
said. "Experience tells me you can't 
have two agencies investigating the 
same thing af the same time. Things 
get missed." 

Kingston Patt Meiveil tips from 
the public and turned them over to the 
military police. 

Begbie explained that Kingston Po-
lice had passed fi)ong the first tip from 
the Grozelles' psychic to the military 
investigators, but followed up on the 
second one after consulting with mili-
tary investigators. 

The second tip led police to search 
the two Rideau Canal locks. 

There were dozens of other tips from 
_the public. One of them was from the 
Kingston Centre Canadian Tire store. 

An officer was investigating a shop-
lifting incident Oct. 29 when an em-
ployee mentioned that a man had tak-
en down a missing person poster and 
had then said something to the effect 
that police should stop looking because 
they would find him at the causeway.  

The man's identity wasn't discov-
ered until 2005, after the OPP took over 
the investigation into Grozelle's death 
and released the photo to the media. 

The mystery man turned out to be a 
retired soldier who 
had seen divers 
and boaters scour-
ing for Grozelle in 
the inner harbour 
and had heard that 
the search had 
been called off. 

He wrongly con-
cluded that the 
search had been 
cancelled because 
the body had been 

found and took down the poster. 
In their testimony, Moore and Bar-

rett described how they collected evi-
dence in Grozelle's dormitory room 
and studied blood stains found in an 
RMC computer lab. 

They foundnothing to help with the 
investigation, they said. At the request 
of military investigators, Moore 
checked out some blood spatter on the 
floor of the computer lab and pho-
tographed the scene. 

Moore found some blood on a chair. 
A bloody tissue was found in a garbage 
bin by the door to the lab. 

"It would lead me to believe someone 
had a cut or a nose bleed," Moore said. 

Both Barrett and Begbie responded 
under questioning that they had no 
reason to believe Grozelle died as a re-
sult of foul play. 

"Slim to nonexistent in my opinion," 
Begbie said. 

The inquest continues today 
farmstrong@thewhig.com  
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Psychic helped 
Grozelle searc 

Their advice about the 
missing cadet didn't help, 
a coroner's jury is told. 

Canadian Press 

KINGSTON — City police fol-
lowed the advice of a psychic while 

searching for a 
missing Royal Mili-
tary College cadet 
in 2003, a coroner's 
jury was told yes-
terday. 

Insp. Brian 
Begbie said Joe 
Grozelle's family 
brought informa-
tion from a psychic 
to Kingston police 

in October 2003, before Grozelle's 
body was found on Nov. 22, 2003. 

Police searched the locks at 
Kingston Mills and Lower Brewers, 
but found nothing helpful, Begbie 
said. He said police have followed 
up tips provided by psychics in the 
past. 

Because Grozelle went missing 
from Royal Military College, which 
is federal property, the military's 
National Investigation Service took 
charge. 

"I indicated we would not be con-
ducting a joint investigation," 
Begbie said. "Experience tells me 
you can't have two agencies investi-
gating the same thing al the same 
time. Things get missed." 

City police received tips from the 
public and turned them over to the 
military police. 

Begbie said police had passed 
along the first tip from the 
Grozelles' psychic to military inves-
tigators, but followed up on the 
second one after consulting with 
military investigators. 

The second tip led police to search 
the two Rideau Canal locks. 

Other officers described how they 
collected evidence in Grozelle's dor-
mitory room and studied blood-
stains found in an RMC computer 
lab. 

They found nothing to help with 
the investigation, they said. 
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Military investigators under fire 
Police better prepared to probe cadet's death; coroner says 

By Ian Elliot 
Whig-Standard Staff Writer 

KINGSTON'S REGIONAL CORONER 
told the Joe Grozelle inquest yes-

terday that he did not think the mili-
tary's investigative service was 
equipped to investigate the Royal 
Military College cadet's mysterious 
death in 2003. 

Dr. Andrew McCallum said the Cana-
dian Forces' National Investigative 
Service investigators were competent 
within their area of expertise, but a 
force such as the Kingston Police was 
more able to work major cases such as 
unexplained deaths. 

The quality of 
the investigation 
of Grozelle's dis-
appearance from 
the school in Oc-
tober 2003,    and 
the subsequent 
discovery of his 
body when it 
washed ashore 
near the Lasalle 
Causeway on Nov. 

13 of that year has been repeatedly 
questioned by Grozelle's family and 
their lawyers. 

Yesterday, McCallum said coroner's 

procedures had been changed since 
2003, and an adequately equipped mu-
nicipal or provincial force would play a 
larger role in such an investigation 
than it did back in 2003. 

The federal NIS has its own investi-
gators, but relies on local and pro-
vincial police forces to provide ser-
vices such as crime scene or forensic 
identification technicians who are 
needed to gather evidence in major 
cases. They requested the assistance 
of Kingston Police specialists in the 
Grozelle case. 

Please see PREVIOUS, Page 6 
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Previous suicide attempt doesn't prove Grozelle killed self: doctor 
Continued from Page 1 

"I'm sure [the NIS] is perfectly com-
?etent, but they don't do major crimes 
and certainly not death investiga-
tions," said McCallum, saying the dif-
ference between the NIS and other po-
ke agencies was akin to the difference 

between a general practitioner and a 
surgeon or gynecologist. 

"The Kingston Police were very corn-
Rtent to carry out a major death inves-
tigation." 

The investigation into Grozelle's dis-
tppearance, which began as a missing-
ierson case when he disappeared from  

his dorm room, was led by the MS. The 
Ontario Provincial Police carried out a 
subsequent re-investigation. 

The OPP assisted in the initial inves-
tigation through use of their dogs, heli-
copters and divers, but did not play an 
investigative role in the time immedi-
ately following his disappearance. 

Kingston Police officers have previ-
ously testified at the inquest that the 
NIS was given the lead in the case be-
cause of the operational difficulties of 
having two forces working the same 
case at the same time. 

The OPP's follow-up investigation 
did not conclusively identify a cause of  

deafh, turn up evidence of foul play or 
suggest how his body'wound up in the 
water for as long as three weeks, ques-
tions that lie at the very heart of the in-
quest. 

McCallum also testified that 
Grozelle's previous suicide attempt in-
volving pills and alcohol while in high 
school was not proof that he killed 
himself later, but did say people consid--
ering suicide most often use the means 
most easily at hand. Grozelle was a 
poor swimmer and his family has ques-
tioned why he was found in the water. 

"There's good evidence that the 
method of suicide is directly connected  

to access," McCallum noted, citing the 
number of people in Toronto who 
jumped off a highway bridge there be-
fore fencing was installed to make it 
impossible to do so. 

However, he stressed that statistics 
from many cases cannot be extrapolat-
ed to explain individual ones. 

"One of the risk factors for later sui-
cides is a previous suicidal attempt, but 
one can't infer because it's happened 
previously that it will happen later." 

Dr. Hans Westenberg, the coroner 
who initially pronounced Grozelle 
dead when he was pulled from the wa-
ter and who remained the coroner in  

charge of the case for the next year, al-
so testified yesterday. 

He testified Grozelle's body showed 
less decomposition than would have 
been expected in sonleone missing for 
three weeks, a factor previous patholo-
gists have attributed to the low temper-
ature of the water. 

"He was relatively well preserved for 
someone who had been missing, or per-
haps dead, for three weeks," said West-
enberg, who led jury members though 
the procedures the coroner's office fol-
lowed in the weeks and months follow-
ing the discovery of the cadet's body. 
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Military 
probe 

panned 
Coroner concerned 

at suicide ruling 
By Brock Harrison 
Whig-Standard Staff Writer 

MHE COMPETENCY OF THE MILI- 
tary's National Investigation Ser-

vice was again raised at the Joe 
Grozelle inquest yesterday when On-
tario's deputy chief coroner charged 
that an early suicide ruling likely 
hampered the police investigations 
that followed. • 

Dr. Jim Cairns, who repeatedly testi-
fied that the NIS's capacity to investi-
gate suspicious deaths was lacking, 
said the early de-
termination that 
the 21-year-old 
Royal Military Col-
lege cadet killed 
himself altered 
how police investi-
gators conducted 
their own early 
work on the myste-
rious case. 

"There was a fo-
cus early in the in-
vestigation already that it was a sui-
cide. I don't think that should have 
been done in that early stage," Cairns 
told the inquest yesterday, the last day 
of testimony. 

The NIS, the Canadian Forces' inves-
tigative arm, assumed the lead on the 
investigation immediately after 
Grozelle's body was recovered from the 
Cataraqui River on Nov. 13, 2003, three 
weeks after disappearing from his 
dorm room. 

Earlier in the inquest, the lead inves-
tigator for the NIS, Lt. Ryan Snow, tes-
tified that he believed Grozelle did in-
deed commit suicide. 

Cairns, echoing Tuesday's testimony 
of regional supervising coroner Dr. 
Andrew McCallum, said the NIS's ca-
pacity to investigate suspicious deaths 
is lacking. 6. 

"I don't think their knowledge would 
measure up to that of a municipal po-
lice force," Cairns said. 

Kingston Police did assist the NIS in of 
the initial investigation, but only spar-
ingly. 

Please see INVESTIGATION, Page 7 
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, Officers have testified that the NIS 
was given the lead in the case because 

, of the operational difficulties of hav-
.ing two forces working simultaneously 

The Ontario Provincial Police 
launched a full-scale investigation of its 

„'own in February 2004 after repeated re-
quests from Grozelle's family to probe 

,the young man's death more rigorously. 
_ In questioning Cairns, Grozelle 
▪ lawyer Bruce Carr-Harris referred to a 
Eflip chart that was submitted to the 
:coroner's office before the autopsy was 
IR • performed the day he was found that al- 
ir E legedly ruled Grozelle's death a suicide. 
; Cairns confirmed that he did see the 

flip chart but couldn't say who had pro-
duced it. Lawyers for RMC and King-
ston Police were also unable to say 

*▪  where the flip chart originated. 
t On the stand, Cairns testified that 

:the premature suicide ruling probably 
resulted in an improper autopsy on 
Grozelle, saying it did not "take into 
consideration evidence of bruising." 

Cairns ordered the second autopsy 
..in October 2004 so "special dissec-
tions" normally done on bodies that 
t could be the victim of foul play could 
:be conducted. 
▪ Outside the courtroom, Cairns told 

reporters that the NIS investigations 
that followed the initial autopsy were 
narrow in scope because of the early 
suicide ruling. 

"Once that determination is made, 
.you narrow down the investigation 
and you don't explord other avenues," 
Cairns said. 

Cairns's testimony reinforced many 
of the misgivings the Grozelle family 
has long held about the quality of the 
investigative work done on the myste-
rious case. 

Joe's father, Ron Grozelle, said yes-
terday that Cairns testimony suggests 

-major communication problems be-
tween the Ontario coroner's office and 
law enforcement agencies when it 
comes to investigations. 

"The coroner should have made a deci-
sion right then to say who should be the 
lead in the investigation," Grozelle said. 

Because an early suicide ruling was 
issued, the investigation lacked the in-

`,.̀tensity and attention to other possible 
' causes of death that it should have 
I  been given, Grozelle said. 

"We missed three months that may 
'have been critical," he said, referring 
'to the gap between the recovery of 
Grozelle's body and the launch of the 

',OPP's investigation. "Why that time 
lapsed I can't say for sure, but it seems 
to point to a preconception of what 

' happened to Joe." 
- Transcripts of interviews conducted 
'by the NIS and OPP with some of 

,  Grozelle's college acquaintances were 
read into the record before the close of 

I= 
 

( testimonies yesterday. 
' None of the acquaintances inter-
viewed said Grozelle would have a logi-
cal reason to end his own life, saying he 
was a "happy kid" who got good grades. 

Final summations from the lawyers 
' in the case will be heard this morning 
before presiding coroner Dr. David 
Eden charges the jury. 

bharrison@thewhigcom 
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Grozelle 
suicide 
ruling 
hindered 
police 
Canadian Press 

KINGSTON — The compe-
tency of the military's 
National Investigation Service 
was again raised yesterday at 
an inquest into the death of a 
Royal Military College cadet. 

Ontario's deputy chief coro-
ner charged an early suicide 
ruling likely hampered police 
investigations that followed. 

Dr. Jim Cairns, who repeat-
edly testified that the NIS's 
capacity to investigate suspi-
cious deaths is lacking, said 
the early determination that 
Joe Grozelle, 21, killed himself 
altered how police investiga-
tors conducted their own'early 
work on the mysterious case. 

"There was a focus early in 
the investigation already that 
it was a suicide," Cairns told 
the inquest yesterday, the last 
day of testimony. "I don't 
think that should have been 
done in that early stage." 

The NIS, the Canadian 
Forces' investigative arm, 
assumed the lead in the inves-
tigation after Grozelle's body 
was recovered from the 
Cataraqui River on Nov. 13, 
2003, three weeks after disap-
pearing from his dorm room. 

Earlier in the inquest, the 
lead investigator for the NIS, 
Lt. Ryan Snow, testified he 
believed Grozelle did indeed 
commit suicide. 

Cairns, echoing Tuesday's 
testimony of regional super-
vising coroner Dr. Andrew 
McCallum, said the NIS'S 
capacity to investigate suspi-
cious deaths is lacking. 

"I don't think their knowl-
edge would measure up to that 
of a municipal police force," 
Cairns said. 

Kingston police did assist 
the NIS in the initial investi-
gation, but only sparingly. 

Officers have testified the 
NIS was given the lead in the 
case because of the opera-
tional difficulties of having 
two forces working simultane-
ously. 

Ontario Provincial Police 
launched a full-scale investiga-
tion of its own in February 
2004 after repeated requests 
from Grozelle's family to 
probe the young man's death 
more rigorously. 

Cairns testified the prema-
ture suicide ruling probably 
resulted in an improper 
autopsy on Grozelle, saying 
the autopsy did not "take into 
consideration evidence of 
bruising." 
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Jury in Grozelle inquest urged 
to weigh testimony with care 
At least one lawyer has taken exception to 
evidence by Ontario's deputy chief coroner. 
Canadian Press 

KINGSTON — Jurors in 
the inquest into the death of 
a Royal Military College 
cadet were instructed 
yesterday to be wary 
of "misinformation" put 
forward by some witnesses 
before being released to 
deliberate on a final verdict. 

In particular, Wednes- 
• day's testimony by Ontario 
deputy chief coroner 

'Dr. Jim Cairns, who said a 
suicide ruling was made too 
early in the investigation of 
iJoe Grozelle's death, was 
,labelled "wrong" by at least 
one lawyer. 

Cairns had testified he'd 
seen a flip chart, which 

nobody at the inquest could 
positively attribute to a 
source, that allegedly said 
Grozelle's death in 2003 was 
a suicide. 

Cairns went on to say that 
Dr. David Hurlbut, the 
pathologist who performed 
the autopsy on Grozelle the 
day he was found, saw the 
flip chart before conducting 
his autopsy. 

Cairns charged Hurlbut's 
autopsy was done under the 
assumption of suicide as an 
alleged cause of death. 

The flip chart's informa-
tion also altered how the 
subsequent police investiga-
tion, carried out by the 
Canadian Forces National 
Investigative Service, was 

conducted, he said. 
"We know now that 

(Cairns's) evidence is 
simply wrong," said Brian 
Abrams, lawyer for the 
Kingston police, in his 
address to the five jurors. 
"The notion that this flip 
chart prejudiced the investi-
gation, I submit, is wrong." 

Hurlbut did not see the 
flip chart before his 
autopsy, Abrams said. 
Rather, the flip chart 
surfaced the day after. 

Jeff Anderson, the lawyer 
representing the Royal Mili-
tary College and the NIS, 
brought up Hurlbut's own 
testimony at the inquest in 
which he told jurors that no 
cause of death had been 
determined prior to his 
autopsy. 

He instructed jurors to be 
careful in accepting 

GROZELLE: A 
firm, official 
cause of death 
has never 
been 
determined. 

Cairns's testimony at face 
value. 

"Misinformation in this 
case was a one-way track 
coming from the coroner's 
office down," Anderson 
said. 

Abrams and Anderson 
also spoke to the assertion 
Cairns made that the 
NIS wasn't well-versed 
in complex death 
investigations. 

"I can't imagine an inves-
tigation in the early days 
that commanded more 

resources," Abrams said. 
"The resources brought to 
bear were amazing . . in 
magnitude." 

Hurlbut issued the only 
cause of death ever assigned 
to the case when, after 
performing an autopsy, he 
ruled that Grozelle died of 
asphyxia due to drowning. 

He softened that ruling 
months later in another 
report when he said that 
this was the "most proba-
ble" cause of death. 

Grozelle's body was 
exhumed a year after his 
death for a second autopsy 
by Dr. David Pollanen. 

Pollanen ruled the cause 
of Grozelle's death as 
"unascertained." 

As part of its verdict, the 
jury may also issue recom-
mendatibns that could help 
prevent similar deaths. 

1W_Ati- 
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Grozelle 
inquest told 
to be wary 
SOME that this flip chart prejudiced 

the investigation, I submit, is 

TESTIMONY Hurlbut Hurlbut did not see the flip 
chart before his autopsy, Abrams 

QUESTIONED said. Rather, the flip chart sur- 
faced the day after. 

By BROCK HARRISON Jeff Anderson, the lawyer rep- 
Osprey News Network resenting the Royal Military Col- 

lege and the NIS, brought up 
KINGSTON — Jurors in the Hurlbut's own testimony at the 

inquest into the death of a Royal inquest in which he told jurors 
Military College cadet were that no cause of death had been 
instructed Thursday to be wary determined prior to his autopsy. 
of "misinformation" put forward He instructed jurors to be care- 
by some witnesses before being ful in accepting Cairns's testimo-
released to deliberate on a final fly at face value. 
verdict. "Misinformation in this case 

In particular, Wednesday's tes- was a one-way track coming 
timony by Ontario deputy chief from the coroner's office down," 
coroner Dr. Jim Cairns, who said Anderson said. 
a suicide ruling was made too Abrams and Anderson also 
early in the investigation of Joe spoke to the assertion Cairns 
Grozelle's death, was labelled made that the NIS wasn't well- 
"wrong" by:  at least one lawyer. versed in complex death investi- 

Cairns had testified that he'd gations.' 
seen a flip chart, which nobody "I can't imagine an investiga- 
at the inquest could positively tion in the early days that corn-
attribute to a source, that alleg- manded more resources," Abrams 
edly said Grozelle's death in 2003 said. "The resources brought to 
was a suicide. bear were amazing ... in magni- 

Cairns went on to say that Dr. tude." 
David Hurlbut, the pathologist Hurlbut issued the only cause 
who performed the autopsy on. of death ever assigned to the case 
Grozelle the day he was found, when, after performing an autop-
saw the flip chart before con- sy, he ruled that Grozelle died of 
ducting his autopsy. asphyxia due to drowning. 

Cairns charged that Hurlbut's He softened that ruling 
autopsy was done under the months later in another report 
assumption of suicide as an when he said that this was the 
alleged cause of death. "most probable" cause of death. 

The flip chart's information Grozelle's body was exhumed a 
also altered how the subsequent year after his death for a second 
police investigation, carried out autopsy by Dr. David Pollanen. 
by the Canadian Forces National Pollanen ruled the cause of 
Investigative Service, was con- Grozelle's death as "unascer- 
ducted, he Said. taMed." 

"We know now that (Cairns's) As part of its verdict, the jury 
evidence is simply wrong," said may also issue recommenda-
Brian Abrams, lawyer for the tions that could prevent similar 
Kingston police, in his address deaths. 
to the five jurors. "The •notion Kingston Whig-Standard 
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Grozelle 
verdict 
expected Jury deliberating 

at Grozelle Inquest FATHER NOT 
EXPECTING 
ANSWERS 

Ontario Provincial Police. 
Grozelle said if anything pos-

itive can come from this case, 
it's that similar investigations 
are handled faster, more pro-
fessionally and as per protocols 
outlined in various legislation. 

"Every party that was 
involved here had some part to 
play . . . things were not done 
100 per cent by all parties," he 
said. 

"This is just a 
big, botched-up 
mess." 

Ron Grozelle 

By ERICA BAJER 
The Daily News 

After three weeks of witnesses and testimony, the-five- 
Member jury of the inquest into the death of Joe Grozelle are 
now faced with the task of 
answering the five key ques-
tions. 

The Coroners Office must 
answer five questions - who 
died, when they died, where 
they died;  hOw they died and 
the manner of death. After 
three years of investigating 
and two autopsies the Coto-. 
ner's Office could Only an-
swer the question who died. 
It is now the jury's duty to 
answer these questions. They 
may answer a question is undetermined. 

Parents .Ron and Minnie Grozelle of Muirkirk have been 
in Kingston at the inquest when it began on March 19; At 
present the jury is reviewing the information to form conclu-
sions. The jury may also introduce recommendations to pre-
vent a similar death from.occurring. 

Since the inquest began Ron Grozelle and his family has 
been anxious to -find out what happened to Joe. - 

-The inquest will reconvene once the jury has issued its 
verdict. There is no time limit on the-jury, but are expected to 
take a week or. two. 

The jury at an inquest into 
the death of Royal Military 
College cadet Joe Grozelle is 
expected to release its verdict 
today. 

Ron Grozelle, the 21-year-old 
Ridgetown-area man's father, 
said it's unlikely the jury will 
answer questions plaguing the 
family since the cadet's disap-
pearance from the college in 
October of 2003. 

"We're not going to get any 
more answers to the ques-
tions we had three years ago, 
that's my sense," he told The 
Chatham Daily News in a tele-
phone interview Wednesday. 

"If anything, I have more 
questions now than when we 
started." 

The cadet's body was discov-
ered in the Inner Harbour in 
Kingston on Nov. 13, 2003. No 
official cause of death has ever 
been released. 

Grozelle said the family put 
forward eight recommenda-
tions for the jury to consider 
— all of which focus on ways to 
improve how similar investiga-
tions are handled in the future. 

He believes there was a lack 
of communication between 
the different agencies respon-
sible for determining what hap-
pened to his son, including the 
coroner's office, National Inves-
tigation Service, Royal Military 
College, Kingston Police and 

"This is just a big, botched-
up mess." 

Grozelle doubts the jury will 
be able to determine how, why, 
when or where his son died. 

"The jury members involved 
have a hopeless task in trying 
to come up with the answers," 
he said. 

Grozelle said the inquest was 
a frustrating experience and 
wasn't very well organized. 

"The real story has not come 
out," he said. 

Grozelle believes the inquest 
was a way for the coroner's 
office to pass the buck — to 
make a jury responsible for 
finding answers they weren't 
able to. 

Grozelle said his family will 
continue to search for answers 
in how Joe Grozelle died. 

"This is only one chapter, 
the next is going to begin," he 
said. 

C 2._7 



JOE GROZELLE 
INQUEST FAILS 
TO DETERMINE 
WHY HE DIED 
By IAN ELLIOT 
Osprey News Network 

The inquest into the death of 
Royal Military College cadet Joe 
Grozelle ended yesterday with 
no more answers into how he 
died than on the cold Novem-
ber morning in 2003 when his 
body was pulled from the Cata-
raqui River. 

The five-member coroner's 
jury investigating the death of 
the 21-year-old said the reason-
for his death was "unascer-
tained, non-natural causes" and 
the means "undetermined." 

The jury delivered 10 recom-
mendations that were largely 
procedural; many have already 
been implemented by police 
and coroners in the four years 
following Grozelle's death. 

No one with first-hand 
knowledge about how the the 
young man from Chatham 
died, or how his body ended 
up in the water, testified at the 
inquest and so the jury's inabil-
ity to answer the two ques-
tions that lie at the heart of the 
mystery did not surprise the 
Grozelle family. 

"The inquest process did 
not yield any answers, but we 
knew that going in," said Ron 
Grozelle, Joe's father, saying the 
jury was ill-equipped because it 
cannot assign blame for deaths 
and is legally limited in many 
ways. 

"We now have more ques-
tions than we did at the start of 
the investigation." 

The Grozelles believe the 
military investigation into the 
death was botched by a pre-
mature decision that the cadet 
killed himself, and was further 
hampered by a lack of commu-
nication between levels of the 
coroner's office and among the 
police agencies investigating 
the disappearance and subse-
quent death investigation. 

They also believe a chipped 
tooth and a graze on Grozelle's 
nose, neither of which was 
noted during the initial autop-
sy on Nov. 13, 2003, may have 
been evidence of foul play. 

The jury recommended that 

Osprey News Network 
Ron and Minnie Grozelle, 
apt;  Chatham, meet with the 
media outside a Kingston 
Hotel on Thursday, after a 
coroner's jury released-  its 
findings on the 2003 death 
of their son, Royal Mill-
tarY College student Joe 
Grozelle. • 

in future, senior pathologists 
be consulted before the first 
autopsy is done in the case of 
mysterious deaths so they can 
recommend it be done to a 
more rigorous standard; and 
that municipal, provincial 
and federal police forces all be 
briefed by the coroner's office 
on protocols to follow when 
investigating unexplained sud-
den deaths. 

They also called for clearer 
roles among investigators in 
investigations that cross juris-
dictions, and urged that police 
be better trained in processing 
computers and other electronic 
data. The inquest heard that 
a military investigator altered 
several logs on Grozelle's com-
puter when he turned it on and 
searched it for clues. 

Michael Blain, the crown 
attorney at the inquest, said 
that of the jury's 10 recommen-
dations, six were joint submis-
sions agreed upon by him and 
lawyers representing other par-
ties, including the Grozelles. 

However, he noted that as no 
cause of death, time of death or 
place of death could be deter-
mined, it was next to impos-
sible for a jury to craft sugges-
tions to prevent similar deaths 
in the future. 

See CAUSE, page 2 
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Cause of Joe Grozelle's death still a mystery 
Continued from page 1 
Ron Grozelle vowed that he 

would keep fighting at other 
levels to find out what hap-
pened to his son, saying an 

inquiry either by the college or 
the military or another body 
would uncover more answers. 

The family has repeatedly 
complained that they have 

been denied access to key files 
and information about the case 
and hope this material can be 
brought out in another forum. 

"Does somebody know what 

happened to Joe?" his father 
asked after the verdict was 
delivered. 

"I believe someone does. I 
liken it to a puzzle, and all the 

pieces of the puzzle were not 
presented at the inquest ... We 
just need to get more informa-
tion." 

Kingston Whig-Standard 

THE CHATHAM DAILY NEWS 

Friday, A s i l 27, 2007 

Death 
still a 
mystery 
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Cadet's death unresolved 
A coroner's jury recommended procedural 
changes, many of which are already in place. 

Canadian Press 

KINGSTON — The inquest 
into the death of a Royal Mili-
tary College cadet ended with 
no more answers into how Joe 
Grozelle died than on that cold 
November morning in 2003 
when the Ridgetown student's 
body was pulled from a river. 

The five-member coroner's 
jury investigating the 21-year-
old's death found yesterday 
the cause was "unascertained, 
non-natural causes" and the 
means "undetermined." 

The jury delivered 10 largely 
procedural recommendations, 
many already adopted by 
police and coroners in the 
years since Grozelle's death. 

No one with first-hand 
knowledge of the death testi-
fied, so the jury's inability to 
answer the two questions at 
the heart of the mystery did 
not surprise Grozelle's family. 

But family members vowed 
to push for more answers, 
saying the inquest system —
which cannot assign blame for 
deaths and which is legally 

RON JOE 
GROZELLE: GROZELLE: 
Sees botched Body found in 
investigation. river. 

limited in many ways — was 
ill-equipped to answer the 
question of how Grozelle died. 

"The inquest process did not 
yield any answers, but we  

knew that going in," said the 
cadet's father, Ron Grozelle, 
shortly after the jury verdict. 

"We now have more ques-
tions than we did at the start 
of the investigation," he said. 

He said the family isn't con-
sidering suing the college — a 
military university — or the 
federal government in civil 
court over the death. 

The Grozelles believe the 
military probe, into the death 
was botched by a premature 
conclusion Grozelle killed 
himself and was further ham-
pered by a lack of communica-
tion between levels of the coro-
ner's office and among police 
agencies investigating the dis- 

appearance and death. 
The family also believes a 

chipped tooth and a graze on 
Grozelle's nose, neither noted 
in the first autopsy, may have 
been evidence of foul play. 

The jury recommended that, 
in future, senior pathologists 
be consulted before a first 
autopsy is done in mysterious 
deaths so they can recommend 
it be done to a more rigorous 
standard and that police forces 
at all levels be briefed by the 
coroner's office on steps to 
follow when probing unex-
plained, sudden deaths. 

The jury also called for 
clearer roles among investiga-
tors in cases that cross juris- 

dictions and that police be 
better trained to use comput-
ers and other electronic data. 

The inquest heard a mili-
tary investigator altered sev-
eral logs on Grozelle's com-
puter when he turned it on 
and searched for clues. 

Michael Blain, Crown attor-
ney at the inquest, said of the 
10 recommendations, six were 
joint submission's agreed to by 
himself and lawyers for others 
including the Grozelles. 

Still, he noted since no 
cause, time or place of death 
could be determined, it was 
next to impossible for a jury to 
craft suggestions to prevent 
similar deaths in future. 



Kingston police chief pledges 
Grozcile case to remain open 
Canadian Press 

KINGSTON -- Police in 
this eastern Ontario city say 
they will carry the death of 
Royal Military College cadet 
Joe Grozelle as an open file 
until the case is solved. 

While city police were not 
the lead investigators in the 
death of the cadet, who disap-
peared from the college in the 
fall of 2003 and whose body 
washed ashore weeks later, 
police Chief Bill Clossl said if 
the force gets any informa-
tion about his death, it will 
investigate. 

"This will never go away 
for us," Closs said yesterday, 
just hours after the final 

class of cadets who were at 
the school at the same time 

as Grozelle 
held their 
graduation 
parade. 

"I promise 
the Grozelle 
family this: 
if five years 
from now we 
receive a tip 
about Joey 
or the cir-
cumstances 
surrounding 
his death, we 

will investigate that informa-
tion." 

Despite two autopsies and 
a coroner's inquest that 

wrapped up last month, no 
cause of death has been 
determined. 

Also undetermined were 
how and when the cadet; a 
poor swimmer, wound up 
the water, or the place .or 
time where the 21-year-old 
Chatham native died. 

Military investigators 
admitted during the inquest 
that soon into their investiga-
tion, they concluded Grozelle 
had committed suicide. 

They were criticized by 
lawyers representing the 
family for allowing that to 
colour their subsequent 
investigation. 

d Lon n trdress P1 , 

GROZELLE: 
Cause of death 
unknown. 

Cadet's father 
seeks assistance 
Joe Grozelle may have 
been alive after his 2003 
disappearance, he says. 

Canadian Press 

KINGSTON — The father of a 
former. Royal Military College cadet 
whose death in 2003 remains a mys-
tery is asking people who may have 
seen his son shortly before his dis-
appearance to come forward. 

Ron Grozelle feels police and 
other authorities did not take seri-
ously a flood of reported sightings of 
his son after he disappeared from 
his dorm room on Oct. 22, 2003. 

Joe Grozelle's body washed 
ashore on Nov. 13, three weeks later. 

But the initial autopsy one of 
several failed attempts to determine 
a cause of death — found he could 
have been dead and in the water for 
only two of those weeks. 

A number of people testified at an 
inquest earlier • this year that they 

saw someone resembling Joe 
Grozelle up to one week into the 
search. 

But those descriptions were heav-
ily qualified because the witnesses 
were either in poor light, sitting in a 
moving vehicle or far away. 

"I'm just making a public appeal 
for anyone who thinks they may 
haye seen him and who called the 
police about it to get in touch with 
me," Grozelle said yesterday from 
his Chatham-Kent home. 

The elder Grozelle says although 
police set up a tip line, they were 
slow to respond to calls. 

After his son's body was found, 
police took a long time to check tips 
the cadet may have been alive after 
Oct. 22., Grozelle said. 

The inquest didn't determiiie a 
time or place of death, concluding 
that Joe Grozelle died of "unascer-
tained, non-natural causes" and the 
means was "undetermined." • 

"We just want,some answers, and 
we didn't get them from the 
inquest," Ron Grozelle said. 

REGION 
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By IAN ELLIOTT 
Kingston Whig-Standard 

Kingston's police chief says 
the force will carry the death of 
Royal Military College cadet Joe 
Grozelle as an open file until 
'the case is solved. 

• While Kingston Police were 
not the lead investigators in the 
death of the cadet, who disap-
peared from the college in fall 
2003 and whose body washed 
ashore near the Lasalle Cause-
way weeks later, Closs said if 
the force gets any information 
about his death, it will investi-
gate. 

"This will never go away 
for us," he said Thursday, just 
hours after the final class of 
cadets who were at the school  

at the same time as Grozelle 
held their graduation parade. 

"I promise the Grozelle fami-
ly this — if five years from now 
we receive a tip about Joey or 
the circumstances surrounding 
his death, we • will investigate 
that information." 

Despite two autopsies and a 
coroner's inquest that wrapped 
up last month in Kingston, no 
cause of death has been deter-
mined. Also undetermined 
was how and when the cadet, 
a poor swimmer, wound up in 
the water, or the place or time 
where the 21-year-old Muirkirk 
native died. 

Military investigators adMit-
ted during the inquest that 
soon into their investigation,  

they concluded Grozelle had 
committed suicide. They were 
criticized by lawyers represent-
ing the family for allowing 
that to colour their subsequent 
investigation. 

Kingston Police, Closs said, 
have never shared the conclu-
sion arrived at by the military's 
National Investigation Service. 

"Kingston Police have never 
assumed that Joe Grozelle corn-
mitted suicide," Closs said. 
"He could have died of natu-
ral causes, it could have been 
a suicide and it could have 
been a homicide. People can be 
murdered in such a way that it 
does not cause trauma to to the 
body." 

The case will not count  

among the force's cold cases 
— unsolved major crimes —
as Kingston Police ceded the 
investigation to the military 
early on. The NIS is an inde-
pendent unit that investigates 
serious or sensitive matters on 
National Defence property or 
that involves Canadian Forces 
members or employees. 

The investigation began as a 
missing persons case on federal 
property and later became a 
death investigation. 

Kingston Police only assisted 
the military investigation, lend-
ing forensic expertise and inter-
viewing possible eyewitnesses, 
because there are major prob-
lems when two police agencies 
try to investigate the same inci- 

dent. 
The city force would con-

tinue to advise the military if it 
were to investigate new infor-
mation in the case. City police 
have never seen the entire file 
on the Grozelle investigation 
because it belongs to the NIS. 

However, the force had 
standing at the inquest and 
Insp. Brian Begbie, who was the 
liaison between city police, the 
family and the military during 
the case, attended nearly every 
day of the hearing, as did the 
force's lawyer. 

Closs told the police ser-
vices board that the force faces 
a large legal bill as a result of 
staffing the inquest, although 
he doesn't yet know how large. 

Case not closed on Grozelle's death 
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Grozelle case: A four-year search, with few results, isn't over yet. 

DEREK RUTTAN Sun Media 

UNDAUNTED: Ron and Minnie Grozelle stand in front of the basketball net where their son, Joe, spent years working on the form that 
made him a varsity player at Royal Military College in Kingston. He disappeared from the school in 2003 at age 21 and his body was 
found three weeks later: Four years on, the exact cause of death remains undetermined, which frustrates his parents. 

Still waiting to mourn 
BY PATRICK MALONEY 
Sun Media 

HIGHGATE 

Joe Grozelle's epitaph, 
like the story of his 

mysterious death, remains 
hauntingly incomplete. 

His birthdate, Sept. 11, 
1982, is etched into his head-
stone. But the other half of 
that tragic equation — the 
date of his death — reads 
only 2003, the day and month 
absent. 

That's because his mother, 
Minnie, and father, Ron, a 

Union Gas employee who 
has spearheaded a tireless 
quest for answers, still don't 
know the day their son died. 

In fact, no one does. 
And Ron Grozelle admits 

that even after two coroners' 
inquests, two autopsies, 
several investigations and 

almost four years, he has yet 
to grieve. 

His is the anguish of a 
father whose son died out of 
the right order of things: The 
younger generation that 
doesn't outlive the older. 

Continued on Page A3 



`Joe, what happened to you?' 

  

On Oct. 22, 2003, Joe Grozelle of Ridgetown disappeared from 
his Kingston dorm. Weeks later his body was found. Was it an 
accident? Suicide? Something more sinister? Nearly four years 
later, despite many probes and two inquests, no one knows. 

A potential eyewitness 
and a possible oversight 

 

From Page Al 

And it is also more than that; it is a 
near-obsessive quest to find the 
answers no one has yet been able to 
get: How, when and where his son 
died. 

"I'm not going to stop asking the 
questions," vows the father of five, a 
passionate and commanding man. 
"My purpose is to get the truth out." 

And he remains unwilling to accept 
an implication that the 21-year-old 
Royal Military College basketball 
player and business student may 
have taken his own life. 

Joe Grozelle, a third-year RMC 
cadet, went missing Oct. 22, 2003 from 
the Kingston school. His body sur-
faced three weeks later, Nov. 13, in 
the Cataraqui River, beside campus. 

Two inquests — one aborted after 
just five days, another that took six 
weeks to complete this spring —
failed to determine when and how the 
former Chatham-Kent high school 
basketball star met his death. 

After the second inquest, the cause 
of death was ruled "unascertained," 
the means of death "undetermined." 

Two autopsies and probes by a half-
dozen agencies also failed to produce 
the answers the father vows never to 
stop seeking. 

"I'll hound those guys until the day 
I die," Grozelle says of the agencies 
involved. "If I can sue or go after any-
body, I will." 

The grim, unwavering odyssey has 
also taken its financial toll, costing 
the couple more than $150,000. 

Ron, sitting in the kitchen of their 
pretty farmhouse one recent evening, 
admits he hasn't started grieving. 

An arm's length away, on the 
fridge, is an old family photo of the 
parents with their five cute kids. 

On a barn a few metres away is a 
well-worn hoop where Joe, his sib- 

lings and friends would play basket-
ball for hours. Those kids are young 
adults now, with their own paths and 
their own dreams to live. 

All except Joe. 
For heartbroken parents, the 

Grozelles' craving for answers isn't 
unusual, says a Bereaved Families of 
Ontario official. 

"I remember three years after my 
son died, I was still in a fog," Janet 
Wilson said of her 26-year-old son's 
1998 drowning in Indonesia. "It does 
seem like a long time, but it's not." 

For Ron and Minnie, unanswered 
questions have made the brutal griev-
ing process even more difficult. 

What happened in the three weeks 
between the cadet's 2003 disappear-
ance and the discovery of his body is, 
for the Grozelles, the unresolved crux 
of the case. 

Dr. David Hurlbut, a pathologist 
who testified at the inquest, estimated 
Grozelle's body condition was consis-
tent with two weeks underwater, leav-
ing seven days unaccounted for. 

To many observers, an accident 
seems a reasonable conclusion. For 
others,.so does suicide — especially 
considering Melissa Haggart, the girl-
friend who was the last known 
person to see Joe alive, testified that 
he had confided to her that he'd tried 
to kill himself in high school. 

No one else, not even his family, 
was aware of that. 

Military officials keyed in on the 
possibility of suicide soon after the 
basketball player disappeared. 

There's no overwhelming evidence 
of anything more sinister. But that 
doesn't stop his parents from consid-
ering the possibility. 

Ron wonders why Joe's RMC 
friends, including those who testified 
at the inquest, have never made any 
real attempt to talk to the Grozelles. 

He also suggests strongly the mili- 

tary, which runs RMC, may know at 
least a little more than it's saying. 

Ron has deftly used the media to 
pressure public officials. He's essen-
tially memorized the Ontario Coro-
ner's Act. He's repeatedly gone public 
to put a human face on his cause. 

With each passing day, finding 
answers becomes less likely. But that 
doesn't stop the couple — he's com-
posed and forceful, she's emotional 
but supportive — looking. 

And asking. 
"Every day it's like, 'Joe, what in 

the world happened to you?' " says 
Minnie, her voice cracking. "We 
haven't got a clue what happened to 
him. It's a big hole in your heart." 

Such feelings are all too familiar to 
Wilson of the bereaved families group. 

"For me, I could (eventually) let it 
go," she says of her own son's death. 
"But that was me. We all grieve in 
our own way." 

Anecdotally, Wilson says it's been 
her experience men are "instrumen-
tal" grievers, meaning they have to 
do something proactive to cope. 

Women, on the other hand, are 
often "intuitive," and talk through 
the pain. 

Either way, life for the Grozelle 
family has of course marched on in 
other ways. 

Another son, Dan, was married a 
few months back. Their youngest 
moved out last summer to go to the 
University of Western Ontario, where 
she plays varsity basketball. 

They are parents who take such 
pride in their four remaining kids. 

But the anguish of October 2003 
won't loosen its grip. 

So now, after so much work with so 
few results, Ron vows he'll continue 
indefinitely, seeking a truth that may 
or may not be out there. 
Patrick Maloney is a Free Press reporter. 
pmaloney@lfpress. corn 

Sun Media 

On the morning of Oct. 28, 2003, the 
six-day-old search for a missing local 
university student hadn't yet 
grabbed the attention of Kingston 
resident Sandra Powell. 

It soon would. 
And the chance encounter she had 

that day with a man she believes was 
Joe Grozelle appears to fly in the face 
of suggestions police checked out all 
200 tips called in. It also raises ques-
tions about when the 21-year-old died. 

"I never read (the Kingston Whig-
Standard) newspaper," she said. 

"I had not seen anything on televi-
sion, I had not read anything about 
Joe Grozelle, I didn't know who 
he was." 

A researcher in the pathology 
department at Queen's University, 
Powell spent part of the morning in a 
hospital cafeteria, sharing a coffee 
with colleague Tracy Kellar. 

The place was mostly empty. A 
young man walked in and sat a few 
feet away from them, sipping a drink 
and talking to someone. A random 
observation, for sure, until that night 
when Powell took another break. 

"I picked up a copy of the Whig-
Standard and I saw the picture of Joe 
Grozelle and the story about him," 
she recalled in a recent interview 
with The Free Press. 

"As soon as I saw the picture, I 
(thought) 'That's the guy from the 
cafeteria today.'" 

Powell kept her startled thoughts 
to herself while handing the paper to 
Kellar. 

"I thought, well, maybe it's just me. 
So I said (to Kellar), 'This is a sad 
story about this young man.' She 
looked at it and said 'That's the guy 
from the hospital.' So I just went and 
called the (published) hotline without  

even thinking." 
A pathologist who examined 

Grozelle's body after it washed 
ashore three weeks after disappear-
ing said its condition was consistent 
with two weeks, not necessarily 
three, in the water. 

But Powell says her two calls to 
Kingston police were never returned. 
Only in 2005, more than a year later, 
did OPP meet with her and Kellar. 

Considering it's been said often 
every reported sighting was probed, 
Joe's father finds this story distress-
ing. 

"Whether it was Joe they saw, I 
don't know," Ron Grozelle said. "Tlie 
important part is she called in twice 
and nobody responded. What if it was 
Joe? 

"Then serious questions will come 
out. How hard were you looking?" 

Powell and Kellar's names first 
surfaced last January when Grozelle 
family lawyer Bruce Carr-Harris 
pushed to have them added to the wit-
ness list at the inquest. 

Rob Watering, a Queen's rowing 
coach, told the inquest he's certain he 
saw Grozelle a day after their sight-
ing, on Oct. 29. 

But coroner Dr. David Eden turned 
down the request to add Powell and 
Kellar, citing the fact other witnesses 
would discuss sightings. 

"I believe that we had something 
concrete to add," a disappointed 
Powell says. 

Kingston police recently said they 
will keep the Grozelle case open and 
probe any new leads. 

To Ron Grozelle, Powell might be a 
good starting place. 

"If someone says they saw Joe in 
Montreal, I can dismiss that ... But if 
it's anywhere local — which it was —
why are we discarding it?" 
Patrick Maloney 
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THE GROZELLE CASE 

DEREK RUTTAN Sun Media 

FRUSTRATION: Ron and Minnie Grozelle sit on a recent summer evening in the kitchen of their Ridgetown-area home while discussing the 2003 death of their 21-year-old son, Joe. 
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Ron and Minnie Grozelle visit the grave of their son Sunday, as they do every week. Four years after Joe mysteriously disappeared from his 
college dorm in Kingston, his family is still looking for answers. 
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'We are the victims' 
JOE GROZELLE'S 
FATHER SAYS 
HE'S STILL SEEKING 
ANSWERS YEARS 
AFTER HIS SON'S 
DEATH 
By ERICA BAJER 
The Daily News 

Ron Grozelle visits his son Joe's 
grave every Sunday. It gives him the 
strength to continue fighting for 
answers about the Royal Military Col-
lege cadet's mysterious disappearance 
and death four years ago. 

"Every Sunday morning I stop and 
see my son," Grozelle said, his voice 
cracking with anguish. "That charges 
me up for the next week." 

Grozelle said he will never stop try-
ing to find out what happened to Joe. 

The 21-year-old vanished from his 
dorm room at the RMC in Kingston 
Oct. 22, 2003. During an intensive 22-
day land, air and water search, inves-
tigators were baffled about what hap-
pened to the third-year cadet. 

His body was found floating in the 
Cataraqui River near the college Nov. 
13, 2003, after a violent storm rocked 
Kingston. 

Years after they buried their young-
est son, Ron and Minnie Grozelle 
still remain in the dark about how he 
died. 

"We are the victims in this case. We 
are the ones looking for answers so we 
can carry on with our lives," Grozelle 
said. 

"We, like any other parents who 
lose a child, want to know a little 
more detail then 'your son is dead.' " 

Grozelle has been pleading for 
information about the investigation 
into Joe's death for four years. 

He has only had one meeting with 
investigators since Joe's disappear-
ance. At that meeting he was told that 
an inquest would be held. 

When the inquest was finally held 
last year, he prayed the answers would 
come. 

But, Grozelle said the only thing he 
got out of the inquest was more ques-
tions. 

Questions about how, when, where 
and why his son died. 

And, questions about what the 
agencies involved in the investigation 
— including the OPP, chief coroner's' 
office, the Canadian Forces National 
Investigation Service (NIS) and Kings-
ton Police — did to find out what 
happened to Joe. 

"The least they can do is sit down 
with me and explain what was done," 
he said. "I'm left on the outside with a 
hundred questions." 

Grozelle said four years of slam-
ming into brick walls in his quest for 
answers is another form of victimiza-
tion. 

"I feel that the system has let me 
down. The system is not what it's 
cracked up to be. 

"Part of the frustration here is deal-
ing with the authorities. 

"That should be the least of our 
worries when dealing with the loss of 
a loved one," he added. 

Grozelle said he received a letter 
from the NIS in August informing 
him that the OPP concluded its probe  

and the NIS is now in the process of 
reviewing the investigation. 

The letter stated any new informa-
tion would be followed up and if no 
new information is discovered, the 
case will remain open but inactive. 

Calls to the NIS weren't returned 
Friday. 

As well, Grozelle said the Ministry 
of Defence is planning to hold a board 
of inquiry into Joe's death, which is  

an administrative investigation. 
However, Grozelle fears the review 

and board of inquiry are too little, too 
late. 

He would like to see some agency 
re-launch the investigation and start 
from the beginning, following up 
leads, reviewing the investigations by 
the other agencies and interviewing 
witnesses. 

Grozelle said he has lost faith in the  

investigations up to this point. 
Only with the assurance that every-

thing possible was done, can the fam-
ily finally put Joe to rest. 

"We have closure to the extent 
that we understand Joe's not coming 
back," Grozelle said. 

"We will not stop until somebody 
has the guts to sit down with us and 
explain why the family still has no 
answers." 
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Military Board of Inquiry to review Grozelle case 
The question of what happened to Joe Grozelle will be 

looked at one more time as the Canadian Military announced 
it will conduct a Board of Inquiry into his mysterious disap-
pearance and death in 2003 while a student at Royal Military 
College. 

Grozelle was reported missing October 23 and was found 
in the Cataraqui River three weeks later. The case has in-
volved Kingston Police, Military Police, National Investiga-
tion Service, the Ontario Provincial Police, two autopsies, a 
Coroner's Inquest and still the question remains - what hap-
pened to Joe? 

RMC commandant Brig.-Gen Tom Lawson stated that the 
independent panel of officers, none of whom are posted at 
the college, will review the extensive investigations by a 
number of police forces in an attempt to provide some an-
swers or prevent such an incident from occurring again. 

No terms of reference for the Board of Inquiry have been 
released. This is a particularly unique inquiry for the board, 
as they usually have more factual information to work with, 
such as how the cadet died. Boards of inquiry are mandatory 
in the deaths of serving Canadian Forces members. 

"It's a positive step, it's the next step in the process that 
has to take place. It's good, I have no qualms with that," said 
Ron Grozelle, Joe's father. 

Boards of inquiry are held after all other investigations 
(criminal or other) are completed. The announcement of the 
Board of Inquiry came six months after the conclusion of the 
Coroner's Inquest. It is expected to begin in a couple of 
months. 

The Board of Inquiry is suppose to answer four questions: 
1. cause of death 
2. determine if victim was on duty at time of death 

3. whether he or someone else was to blame for the death 
4. if the death is attributable to the military. 
Grozelle stated that the MS has also reopened Joe's file 

for review. "They sent me a letter stating that they had the 
files returned after the Inquest and that they were reviewing 
the case file. "I'm guessing the Board of Inquiry will tie into 
that timing," said Grozelle. 

"I just can't believe that we, the family, have never been 
interviewed by the NIS, OPP, Kingston - we've never been 
interviewed since Joe went missing," said Grozelle. "Isn't the 
family usually the first people you talk to in a disappearance?" 

Grozelle is also working on having a small memorial with 
Joe's picture and Mr. Grozelle's contact information replaced 
on Royal Military grounds. "They never even called us to 
move it or talk about it. They just removed it. It's a lack of 
respect to the family - how insensitive can you be?" 



Ron Grozelle, 
above, still 
wants answers 
into the death 
of his son, Joe, 
five years ago. 
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NI TV: The cadet's family hopes it will raise awareness 

Fifth Estate show 
probes death 
of Joe Grozelle 

BY RANDY RICHMOND 
rrichmond@lfpress.com  

The father of a military 
cadet who died under mysteri-
ous circumstances isn't 
expecting any big answers 
from an investigative televi-
sion show airing Wednesday. 

But Ron Grozelle does hope 
the CBC News: The Fifth 
Estate episode keeps pressure 
on police agencies to keep 
searching for those answers. 

"My sense is they (Fifth 
Estate) are not going to have 
the answer," Grozelle said 
from his Chatham-Kent home. 
"I think they will raise a lot 
more questions. 

Joe Grozelle, a third-year 
Royal Military College cadet, 
went missing Oct. 22, 2003, 
from his dorm. 

His body surfaced three 
weeks later, Nov. 13, in the 
Cataraqui River, beside the 
Kingston campus. 

Investigations by several 
police agencies and a coro-
ner's inquest in 2007 came up 
with no answers as to how the 
cadet died. 

An initial autopsy deter-
mined Grozelle was dead in 
the water only two of the three 
weeks he was missing. 

Several people said they saw  

someone resembling the cadet 
up to one week after his disap-
pearance. 

The family believes the mili-
tary probe into. the death was 
botched by a premature con-

clusion 
Grozelle 
killed himself 
and a lack of 
communica-
tion among 
police agen-
cies and the 
coroner's 
office. 

Grozelle 
said he con-
tacted mem-
bers of The 
Fifth Estate 
about three 
years ago. 

"We kind of 
knew early on 
in the process 
there were a 
lot of things 
not right with 
the whole sit-
uation," he 
said. 

The Fifth Estate episode, 
called Shadows of Doubt, airs 
Wednesday at 9 p.m. on CBC. 

"The more people who are 
aware of what happened, the 
better," Grozelle said. 



Joe Grozelle 

Wednesday October 8, 2008 
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Grozelle story to be aired on Fifth Estate 
It has almost been five years since the tragic death of Joe 

Grozelle of Muirkirk. 
Joe Grozelle was reported missing on October 22, 2003. 

He was a third-year cadet at the Royal Military College 
(RMC) in Kingston at the time of his death. He was 21 years 
old. It was reported that he was last seen by his girlfriend, 
Melissa Haggart, while he was working on an assignment as 
she fell asleep at approximately 1:00 a.m. When she awoke 

at 5:30 a.m. Joe was not in 
the room and his wallet, keys 
and cell phone were on the 
desk. When Joe was not seen 
the whole day and did not 
show up for basketball prac-
tice, he was reported missing. 

The Grozelle family have 
been looking for answers 
ever since. Some may have 
forgotten this tragic story, but 
not the people who loved and 
knew this bright young man. 

In an interview with the 
Ridgetown Independent News on Wednesday, October 1, Ron 
Grozelle showed what a father's love and determination gives 
you the strength to do. He still spends every possible hour 
trying to put the pieces of the puzzle together. He speaks 
with passion on "making the history books right for Joe". 

There are far too many questions that need to be answered. 
The only fact that is not in question at this time is who died. 
Joe's death has not been explained by the Coroner's Office, 
by the OPP or by the Military. It's still a mystery waiting to 
unfold. 

The Grozelle case is scheduled to be aired next Wednes-
day, October 15 at 9 p.m. on the CBC program the Fifth Es- 

tate. Hopefully this program will raise more questions and 
possibly some answers to this mystery. 

The following is a brief timeline of the investigation: 
October 22, 2003 - Joe is last seen in his dorm room by 

his girlfriend. He was listed as missing by the Military Police 
on the Canadian Police Information Centre (CPIC). The bas-
ketball coach was the first person to contact the Grozelles to 
notify them of their son's disappearance. A 22-day water, air 
and land search was launched by the Canadian Forces Na-
tional Investigation Service (CFNIS) who respond to serious 
matters involving the Canadian Military. 

November 13, 2003 - Joe's body is pulled from the 
Cataraqui River. The case then becomes the responsibility of 
the Coroner's office to determine the cause of death. The 
Coroner also takes responsibility for the subsequent death 
investigation. 

February 2004 - The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) 
Criminal Investigation Unit is brought in to assist with the 
investigation at the request of the Coroner, as required by the 
Coroner's Act. 

November 2004 - The Coroner's office and the OPP In-
vestigation Unit order Joe's body to be exhumed for a sec-
ond autopsy. Still no cause of death is determined. 

November 2005 - OPP investigation ends without answers. 
The Coroner's Office ceased its investigation and states that 
a jury-based inquest would be held. 

October 2006 - Coroner's inquest begins, expected to last 
until the end of November, but ends 10 days later without 
any detail explanation to the parties with standing including 
the Grozelles. The presiding coroner, gave no reason for his 
decision when he discharged the jury on the statement "in 
public interest of a fair hearing". The Coroner's office must 
answer five questions — who died, when they died, how they 
died, where they died and the manner of the death. The only 

question that was answered 100 percent was who had died. 
March-April 2007 - A second inquest is held. It revealed 

no new information. 
July 2007 - The Corner's office closed the case. 
January 2008 - The MS states that they are going to start 

an Independent Review of their files, which was contracted 
to be done by the RCMP. The RCMP have not yet received 
the files from the MS as of press time. 

January 2008 - The Military establishes a Military Board 
of Inquiry (BOI). This is an internal administrative review 
process that looks over serious inquiries. It is conducted by a 

(Cone d on Page 9) 

Grozelle story on Fifth Estate 
(Cone d from Pg. I) The interviews are being held 
3 person panel who look over in Kingston so the Grozelles 
all material to establish an-  have travelled there for 
swers to the five questions as approx. 10-15 weeks to sit in 
well as others. This is basi-  on these interviews. Upon 
cally a review of the Mili-  completion of the interviews 
tary's own internal perform-  and after reviewing all files 
ance of how things were han-  from each of the agencies in- 
dled. In addition to identify-  volved in this case, the Mili- 
ing what happened to Joe, the tary Board will produce a re-
BOI is required to determine port of their findings for sen- 
whether the deceased mem-  ior military personnel to ap- 
ber was on duty at the time prove. The Grozelles will be 
of death, whether the death provided with a copy of the 
was attributable to military final report at the end of this 
service, the circumstances process which is expected to 
surrounding the death and the take several more months. 
Canadian Forces response to 
the incident and its adequacy. 

April 2008 - The Military 
Board of Inquiry begins in- 
terviews. Approx. 50-60 peo- 
ple have been interviewed, 
including the Grozelle fam- 
ily. Ron and Minnie Grozelle 
were allowed to sit in on these 
interviews, but were not al- 
lowed to ask questions di- 
rectly to the witnesses. Any 
questions that the Grozelles 
had were to be submitted to 
the Board President who 
would ask the questions of 
the witnesses. Sometimes 
their questions were asked 
and sometimes they weren't! 



Grozelle case full of puzzles 
The Kingston Whig-Standard  

Investigators exhumed the body 
of Joe Grozelle last week, hoping to 
find out why and how he died. We 
can only hope they succeed. 
Answers would certainly be a 
refreshing change from the mass 
confusion surrounding the Royal 
Military College cadet since he dis-
appeared and was found dead more 
than a year ago. 

Grozelle's case has been puzzling 
from the beginning: Just the fact 
that a young, bright, popular, 
apparently happy young man 
would disappear and no one would 
know why is the greatest mystery. 
All along the family has speculated 
that authorities were figuring he 
committed suicide, a conclusion 
they firmly reject. No autopsy 
results were released, despite the 
fact that Grozelle's disappearance 
and death received national atten-
tion and considerable emotional 
investment by Kingston, the com-
munity in which he lived. 

Another curious development 
took place in October, when RMC 
refused a request from its basket-
ball team (on which Grozelle 
played) for a moment of silence to 
mark the first anniversary of his 
disappearance. It was a decision 
that just didn't make sense. After 
all, only three things could have 

Other 
Opinions 

happened to Grozelle - a suicide, 
an accident or a homicide. Why 
would any of the three preclude a 
tribute? 

After a public outcry, the college 
relented, saying it was only con-
cerned for the family but changed 
its mind after the family declared 
its support for the tribute. 

Even the events surrounding the 
second autopsy are strange. Last 
week, the Globe and Mail ran a 
story that quoted Ontario's deputy 
chief coroner, Dr. Jim Cairns, as 
saying that the OPP believe the 
military and Kingston Police did a 
less-than-stellar investigation last 
year. Bill Closs, Kingston's police 
chief, rightly hit the roof. It turns 
out Kingston Police weren't really 
involved in the investigation, 
except to provide assistance when 
needed. 

Cairns later apologized, but it 
didn't help the confusion. How 
could the deputy chief coroner of 
the province raise the possibility, of 
a poor investigation but get a not-
so-minor detail of' who was conduct- 

ing it wrong? 
There's more. Cairns also told 

The Chatham Daily News that the 
initial investigation into Grozelle's 
death concluded he committed sui-
cide. That apparently was news to 
Ron Grozelle, the cadet's father, 
who said he was never told that. 
Another mystery: Did Cairns get 
that wrong, too? Is it possible that 
the family wasn't told? If not, why 
not? 

It doesn't end there: Cairns also 
said that the Grozelle family 
requested the exhumation and sec-
ond post-mortem. Ron Grozelle 
denies this, a denial that appears 
to be confirmed by the OPP in a 
recent interview. 

Which brings us to the present. 
In the best possible scenario, the 

family and the public will finally 
learn what really took place the 
night of Oct. 22, 2003, when a 21-
year-old man whose life showed so 
much promise disappeared, only to 
reappear three weeks later floating 
dead in the Cataraqui River. 

Of course, the second autopsy 
may not provide answers. If that's 
the case, let's hope that the next 
best thing happens - that Joe 
Grozelle and his family are accord-
ed the respect and dignity of an 
investigation without blunders -
and with openness. It's what they 
deserve. 

Your 
Opinion 

uals know what it's like to exhume 
your child . . . to know that your 
child is gone, never to return by 
some cruel twist of fate, but you 
don't know why, or how it hap-
pened? 

According to an article in the 
Chatham Daily News dated Oct. 7, 
there are still witnesses who need 
to be interviewed before the OPP 
can complete this investigation. My 
questions-have always been the 
same — why weren't these people 
forced to take an interview when 
Joey first disappeared? Where were 
they? 

The article also stated that 
although the second autopsy was 
completed, the results were never 
released! In fact, the meeting with 
the coroner's office still hasn't been 
scheduled! In my eyes, this is sim-
ply not acceptable. 

Joey was a happy, vibrant and 
energetic person. He made you 
smile and made you laugh. How 
can someone like Joey just disap-
pear in the middle of the night, 
from a heavily populated college —
a military college nonetheless? 

As I continue to pray for my 
aunt and uncle, for someone, some-
how to answer their questions, 
please don't forget Joey and the 
awful tragedy that someone has 
bestowed upon him . . . may he rest 
in peace. 

CINDY SCHOLTEN 
Sarnia 
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SIR: This letter is in regards to 
my cousin's publicized,death and 
mysterious disappearance. 

My cousin Joey Grozelle went 
missing on Oct. 22, 2003, just about 
two years ago, although it feels like 
less.than that. To date, two autop-
sies have been done to discover the 
cause of his death. 

I simply wonder what was miss-
ing from the first autopsy that they 
had to do a second one. Does it 
have anything to do with the fact 
that Joe was a cadet from the 
Royal Military College in Kingston, 
that there seems to be so much red 
tape? 

I don't know who has the 
answers for my family at this point, 
but I know who hasp t been able to 
produce any answers: the Royal 
Military College, the coroner's office 
and the Ontario Provincial Police. 

I wonder, do any of these individ- 
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reader to reader 
Grozelle's family thanks all 
who helped in difficult time 

Visitation days followed at McKin lay 
Funeral Home in Ridgetown. So many came 

; that it was overwhelming. On Nov.21,2003, 
a full military funeral was held— a truly 
special mass at St. Joseph's Catholic 
Church in Chatham. Thank you to all our 
dear family for being with us, all the RMC 
cadets and officers, and the many friends 
and other folks who came. 

Many donations were made to the Cana-
dian Cancer Society, Alzheimer's Society 
and Joe's trust fund. Many masses were 
offered for our son. So many beautiful flow-
ers, plants and arrangements arrived at our 
home and the funeral home. Many cards of 
sympathy and condolences came in the 
mail. It was amazing how many people 
wanted to help us through our pain. 

Autopsy results seemed to never be 
coming. In November 2004, the coroner's 
office decided to exhume Joe's body, but 
still no cause of death was determined. In 
December 2005, the OPP investigation 
ended and the coroner's office decided to 
hold an inquest. In October 2006, the 
inquest finally began in Kingston, but was 
stopped shortly thereafter. In March and 
April 2007, a second inquest was held. 

Thank you to the people of Kingston for 
all the kindness and help given to us. Thank 
you InGod for giving us strength and 

• t
-'" ..

C"  r  4: • Cr  r k 17_,..; .1.0•-•,,- --. 111: •i.. ,,•.-j!-; ''''-',r  44'. • * 

Lie-  - -  . 011 ote eV4  7 ,  pi \ Ni  • . fr ie.  _ .:! o' l t., ••-, ...,,, ... 1 4..  
Joe Grozelle 

From the beginning, we have been ever 
so grateful for all the love, understanding 
and support that has been given to us. 

Our son, Joseph Theodore Grozelle, sud-
denly disappeared from his dorm room at 
Royal Military College in Kingston in the 
early hours of Oct. 22, 2003, That first week-
end, Ron and I, Dan and Nikki travelled to 
Kingston. 

Thank you to all our dear family mem-
hers who came up those three weeks to help 
us search. I can still see them trekking up 
some of those hills and through the woods. 
They joined us in a special vigil of hope at 
RMC and shared hastily put-together sup-
pers as we shared our hopes and memories 
that will always stay with me. 

Thank you to St Michael's parish m 
Ridgetown for opening the church doors for 
people to pray, not only parishioners, but 
folks in the community as well— praying 
for our son's safe return. Thank you to our 
neighbours and friends for bringing food to 
our home to help out. I truly appreciate 
your kind and generous hearts. 

On the morning of Nov. 13, 2003, a strong, 
wild, windy storm brought Joe back to us. 

I is body was recovered from the Cataraqui 
River near the LaSalle Causeway at RMC. 
Helvas recovered not as 
we would have liked —
alive, smiling and with us 
again — but at least Joe's 
body would tell us what 
happened to him. 

Thank you to Union Gas, 
which gave its plane and 
pilot to fly the rest of us - 
safely and quickly to 
Kingston that night. It was 
good to join Ron and all be 
together during this diffi-
cult time. Thanks to Ron's fellow employees 
for their support and help. 

courage as we strive to rind the truth. 
There are still no answers. Ron and I 

attended a military board of inquiry into 
the death of our son. The Ralf' plan to 
review the files. The CBC program, The 
Fifth Estate, has investigated and tried to 
find some new directions to pursue. And so 
we continue. 

All the care and concern has been over-
whelming and greatly appreciated. We 
know Joe would be amazed. 

Ron and Minnie Grozelle and family 
Ridgetown 

• V!,  
( -y4if 

.  

 
'-`;r-•;-"At•fc  - 4:0S,  , r to tr.  

Vri. )1_,A1 J.,  if* A  ,* •tr*:11.4 FY P'r /e.i % (\ . 6*-."),, 41! k 



The sad death 
of Joe Grozelle 
touched hearts 

in the community 
The Whig-Standard news story that impacted me 
the most in 2003 was a human-interest story. How 
can any of us ever forget the vivid portrayal of 
the life and death of Joe Grozelle? Through the 
daily reports so well written by The Whig's re: 
porters, I felt touched by the vulnerability of a 
young man about whom I had known nothing un-
til the reporting of his disappearance. 

Daily, I read the story of a vital young Royal 
Military College cadet named Joe who had sud-
denly and mysteriously disappeared. As the days 
passed and the story receded to the inner pages of 
The Whig, I became consumed by the need to 
know everything possible about Joe and his fami-
ly and friends. I joined many readers in hoping 
that he was somehow just lost, physically or 
metaphorically. Even as we were informed that 
Joe was happy, productive, an achiever in sports 
and enjoying an elite military education, I began 
to wonder, as did others, what possible demons 
might lie beneath the surface of such a golden 
life. He apparently had a loving family and a se-
cure relationship with his best friend, and looked  

Royal Military College cadet Joe Grozelle dis-
appeared in mid-October. His body was found 
in the Cataraqui River a month later. 

forward to a stellar career with a brilliant future. 
The day it was reported that Joe's body had 

been found in the Cataraqui River was a pro-
foundly sad day. One could sense the grief of his 
family and friends, the city of Kingston and the 
nation. The accompanying photograph of the 
small, shrouded body being removed on a grey, 
windy day from the unrelenting cold water was 
indeed a metaphor for despair. 

The mystery of Joe's disappearance and death,  

Ron and MiAnie Grozelle, Joe. Grozelle's par-
ents,receivelhis cap and a flag from his casket 

jr 

and even his life, may forever lie buried in Lake 
Ontario, but because of the diligent and ongoing 
reporting by  The Whig,  he will remain real to me 
— a total stranger. His,story has raised community 
awareness of the potential perilous vulnerability 
of our young achievers and hopefully we will be 
more vigilant for• signs of their struggle and 
stress. 



By Paul Schliesmann, Kingston Whig-Standard 

Thursday, March 1, 2012 9:37:21 EST AM 

By mid-morning Wednesday, Ron Grozelle had already heard the tragic news that the body of Royal Military College 
cadet Mathieu LeClair had been discovered in the waters of Lake Ontario. 

It cast Grozelle's memory back to 2003, when his own son, Joe, also an RMC cadet, was found in the Cataraqui 
River after being missing for 22 days. 

LeClair was the manager of the RMC Paladins men's basketball squad. Joe Grozelle was a player on the same team 
at the time of his death. 

"I'm very sorry to hear about this tragic event and I feel for the family," said Grozelle from his workplace in Chatham. 

"I hope this family gets the answers they deserve and the parties can provide closure." 

Along with Grozelle's condolences come some serious concerns for how this latest death of an RMC cadet will be 
investigated - and who will do the investigating. 

Military police are assuming the lead role, but Grozelle has objections. 

"Their uniform comes first, then their job comes second," he said. "Based on my prior dealings with the military, I 
have concerns about the operations of the NIS and the military (finding) answers to incidents that occur." 

He said the Ontario Coroners Act states that the police force with jurisdiction in the locality should assist the coroner, 
and in this case it's not military police. 

LeClair's body was found in Navy Bay, not on National Defence property. 

"I don't think they should be leading the investigation, arid the coroner shouldn't be allowing them to lead the 
investigation," Grozelle said. 

"I find it interesting that the military indicates they don't suspect any foul play. I find it troublesome when they put that 
out. How can they say that? Saying that this early in the process is premature, no matter what they have." 

Grozelle believes Ontario Provincial Police or Kingston Police should take the lead. 

"It sounds to me like it's a very similar situation (to Joe). A body is recovered from a body of water and the NIS, once 
a body is released, it doesn't default to them to do the investigation," said Grozelle. 

"I think the wrong parties were involved in the investigation of my son's death and that's why we don't have any 
answers today. I would hate to have the same thing happen with this family." 

Joe Grozelle was 21 when he vanished from his RMC dorm room in the early hours of Oct. 22, 2003. His body was 
found  on Nov.  13, along the east bank of the Cataraqui River, just inside the LaSalle Causeway. 

The cause of Joe Grozelle's death was never determined, even though his body was exhumed for further 
examination in 2004. Two inquests were held and the RCMP conducted a review of the case in 2008. 

Grozelle believes the military jumped too quickly to the conclusion that his son had committed suicide. 

"If you go down the wrong path because of a preconceived notion, there's no path of return because you've lost stuff, 
information you should have gotten at the beginning," he said. 

Grozelle acknowledged that he doesn't know what information the police and coroner may have about this latest 
death, but he advises caution. 

"If that case isn't rock solid, I'd be in there challenging every step of the way," he said. 

p§cPliesmannftthewhig.com  

Man wouldn't allow military to investigate 



Boards of inquiry 'designed to cover the 
military's butt' 

ViDavid Pugliese, Ottawa Citizen More from David Pugliese. Ottawa Citizen 
Published on: October 17, 2014 
Last Updated: November 23, 2014 7:45 PM EDT 

The way the Canadian military conducts inquiries into the sudden deaths of those in uniform needs to be changed—
or the process turned over to civilian authorities, say families of some soldiers who have died. 

The families say the current board of inquiry (BOI) process that examines such deaths is both secretive and designed 
to protect the Canadian Forces rather than find answers or make changes to prevent other fatalities. 

"The BOI process conducted by the military is self-serving," said Ron Grozelle, who son Joe, a Royal Military 
College cadet in Kingston, Ont., died under mysterious circumstances in 2003. "It doesn't do justice to the victims, 
their families and the real purpose of the BOI, (which) is to review the real circumstances of the incident and make 
concrete recommendations to prevent future deaths." 

Canadian Forces Ombudsman Gary Walbourne is currently examining how families are treated by BOIs. His report--  
is expected to be made public by the end of November. 

But some relatives of those who have died question whether the Canadian Forces wants change. 

Sheila Fynes, whose son committed suicide in 2008 in Edmonton, said under the current system the military closely 
controls all access to hearings and limits what can be introduced at them. 

Military BOls are closed to the public; the families of the deceased have no legal standing and no right to ask 
questions. The families aren't entitled to see the final BOI report unless they file a request through the Access to 
Information law. Even then, all the information might not be disclosed. 
By contrast, under a civilian coroner's inquest, families can be represented by a lawyer who can ask questions. 
Families are also provided with a written report. 

Fynes argues BOls are ineffective since the military personnel selected to sit on such a body are not going to 
produce a report criticizing their employer. 

She still hasn't received the BOI report into the suicide of her son, Cpl. Stuart Langridge, even though it was 
finished five years ago. 
But Fynes did see parts of it when the Department of National Defence released a portion by mistake in an Access to 
Information request made by the family. 

The board concluded that Langridge's time in the military, including his service in Afghanistan, had nothing to do 
with his death, even though he had been diagnosed as suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder, Fynes said. 

Instead, the BO! said that Fynes's divorce from Langriidge's father more than 25 years ago was a factor in the 
suicide because it claimed the soldier had been depressed about that. 

Fynes calls that conclusion laughable, noting that none of the BOI members had any training whatsoever in 
psychiatry or any other medical areas. Nor were they interested in the information provided that could have led to 
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"They ignored the fact that Stuart had a great relationship with a loving stepfather who raised him and they didn't 
even call the doctor who diagnosed Stuart with PTSD," said Fynes. "The process was designed to cover the 
military's butt and put the entire blame on Stuart." 

David Matiru saw a similar pattern in the BOI into the suicide death of his brother. 
Master Corporal Charles Matiru, who killed himself in January 2013, worked for a secretive intelligence unit called 
Joint Task Force X. 
Matiru had done four tours in Afghanistan, including two several years after he had been hospitalized when he 
started hallucinating about the war. 
David Matiru said the line of questioning by BOI officers was aimed at his brother's time before he had joined the 
military, rather than his service in Afghanistan. 

"They were very strategic, pointed questions," he explained. "They were drilling back and back, trying to put the 
onus on non-military reasons for his suicide." 
Matiru characterized the process as the military "kind of covering their butts." 

He testified at the BOI, held in Kingston last year, but despite claims by the military that it would keep the family 
informed, no further information has been provided. "I never heard a peep from them ever again," he said. "It's 
frustrating." 
Ottawa lawyer Michel Drapeau, who represents a number of families dealing with BOIs, says the process is 
structured in such a way as to exclude input from those outside the Canadian Forces. Members of the BOI are named 
by the chain of command. These members do not have the required independence and impartiality to critically 
examine the internal DND process that might have played a contributing role in the sudden death, Drapeau said. 

In contrast, the purpose of a civilian hearing involving a coroner's jury is to guard against the exercise of arbitrary 
power and make recommendations to prevent similar deaths, even if these go against existing polices and practices, 
he added. 
Neither the Canadian Forces nor the Department of National Defence could provide a spokesman to discuss the 
value of the.  BOI process or address the claims of the various families. 
But in an email sent to the Citizen by DND spokesman Dan LeBouthillier, officials pointed out that BOls are not the 
same as a coroner's inquest. 
"It is important to stress that a BOI is not a judicial process like a court martial or a Royal Commission — it is a fact- 
finding investigation, and does not have the power to assign responsibility or blame," the email from LeBouthillier 
stated. "In the case of death or serious injury, the Board is trying to determine how the incident came about and 
whether any lessons can be learned from it to prevent recurrence." 
Given the non-adversarial nature of a BOI, testimony provided to the board "is not subject to interrogation and 
counter-interrogation as one would find in a court of law," it added. 

Asked about the concerns raised by some families, the email sent by LeBouthillier noted that, "A BOI is not 
designed to lay blame on any individual, group, or organization for the death of a CAF member. 
"We can understand and sympathize with the need for families to have closure, particularly in the case of suicides, 
but a BOI simply is not intended for this. It is a fact-finding investigation only. We have an established system in 
place to provide support to the next of kin and immediate family of a deceased member. It includes counselling and 
support services." 
But the way the BOIs and military treat families has come under fire. The Citizen recently reported that the 
Canadian Forces threatened the parents of a soldier who committed suicide with jail if they did not turn over 
documents they had collected in their own attempts to get to the bottom of their daughter's death. 

Both Rick and Ellen Rogers received the summons in July 2013 to testify at the BOI into the death of their daughter 
Lt. Shawna Rogers, who was serving at CFB Edmonton, Alta. 
The summons came after the Rogers told the Canadian Forces they did not want to participate and requested that 
board of inquiry officials stop phoning them at their home in Sharon, Onts. 

The military only backed off when the Rogers's Ottawa lawyer, Michel Drapeau, filed a court challenge, arguing 
against the summons. 
James Bezan, the parliamentary secretary to the defence minister, said the actions of DND and the Canadian Forces 
in the Rogers case was unacceptable. He said Defence Minister Rob Nicholson also plans to meet with the Canadian 
Forces ombudsman to discuss how the military and the DND "can better respect the wishes of families in the board 
of inquiry's process." 

"The minister has streamlined these boards of inquiry because military families who have lost their loved ones need 
and deserve closure," Bezan said. 

But military watchdogs have continued to raise questions. 
In December 2010, then-Canadian Forces ombudsman Pierre Daigle went public with his concerns about how 
sudden deaths in the military are handled and about the BOIs.  
He pointed out that families of the deceased are not provided with enough information about the circumstances of a 
death. In addition, he called for families of the deceased to be given formal standing at BOls. 
Daigle said at the time that he wrote then-defence minister Peter MacKay about his concerns but never received an 

adequate response. 
The report from the new Canadian Forces ombudsman, Gary Walbourne, is expected to raise similar concerns from 

families on their treatment by military BOls. 
Retired colonel Pat Stogran, the former veterans ombudsman, said BOIs are needed when it comes to technical 
issues such as the failure of a particular piece of military equipment. But Stogran, who, when in uniform, did take 
part in what he termed minor BOls, questions the value of having a military-led inquiry examining sudden deaths. 
"If they can't do it properly and involve the families in an open and transparent way, the whole thing should be 
turned over to a civilian system," Stogran said. 
Asked whether the families have a legitimate concern about military personnel conducting an inquiry into their 
employer's actions, Stogran responded: "When I was in uniform I would have said categorically not. Now, I'm not 
so sure. There is so much pressure not to do anything that can harm the government or senior ranks." 
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• Families of deceased members should be advised of the calling of the BOI. 
• The Administrative Investigation Support Centre (AISC) should meet with the family to explain 

the process to be followed; a booklet outlining the family's rights, level of participation, 
attendance, etc. should be made available. Detailed explanations should be provided to the 
families regarding all aspects of their involvement with the BOI process. 

• Copies of all regulations and orders relating to the BOI should be made available. 
• The BOI should be conducted and headed up by a trained full-time leader whose sole job is to 

run BOI's. Other members of the BOI should be assigned based on the specific situation being 
investigated with the appropriate level of expertise in the case and situation. Other experts can 
be assigned as required. 

• Families should be given standing at the Board of Inquiry. They should be allowed to submit a 
witness list (if appropriate) and be allowed to ask questions of all witnesses before the board. 
Attendance of legal counsel for families should be optional depending on the situation. 
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