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"He loved life. He loved his family. He loved me," says Joe Grozelle's girlfriend, Melissa Haggart, disputing the theory that Grozelle committed suicide 
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`In my heart, I don't believe 
it was suicide': Ron Grozelle 

"He loved life. He loved his family. He loved me," says Joe Grozelle's girlfriend, Melissa Haggart, disputing the theory that Grozelle committed suicide 
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`In my heart, I don't believe 
it was suicide': Ron Grozelle 



side his head and nothing about the 
way he acted in the days before he dis-
appeared seemed out of the ordinary. 

She said people have told her that 
stress can sometimes build up and 
cause someone to snap and make an ir-
rational decision. But the couple told 
each other everything. 

"There wasn't any sign that stress 
was getting to him or he couldn't han-
dle it, or he didn't want to handle it," 
she said in a 90-minute interview in 
her dorm room. 

While Haggart completes her final 
exams, Ron Grozelle is pressing people 
for answers. 

Troubled by the pace of the official 

inquiry, he has quietly begun an inde-
pendent probe that has uncovered per-
plexing details. He has come to 
Kingston several times from the family 
home in Muirkirk, near Chatham. 

He shared some of his findings that 
he believes raise doubt about a suicide 
theory. 

"If it's not suicide, then something 
happened to Joe," he said. "Whether it 
was intentional or not, I have no idea." 

The anguished father, desperate for 
answers, and his son Dan talked with 
The Whig for three hours. 

Joe Grozelle vanished from his dorm 
room at the military college Oct. 22. De-
spite an intensive land, air and water 

search, investigators uncovered no sol-
id clues about his fate until his body 
was found when a violent wind and 
rain storm battered Kingston. 

It's believed that 80 km/h winds and 
swirling river currents somehow 
brought his body to the surface. 

Ron Grozelle is puzzled by two facts: 
his son was found shirtless and his 
body was first spotted south of the 
causeway, b detail not reported pub-
licly before. • 

Details of Grozelle's last day on cam-
pus also have been a public mystery, 
given Haggart's silence, 

Please see 'I WOULD HAVE,' Page 2 
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Cadet's 
family 

takes issue 
with military's 
investigation 

Joe Grozelle's 
girlfriend 

says she passed 
lie-detector test 
By Sarah Crosbie and Tamsin McMahon 
Whig-Standard Staff Writers 

PEOPLE WHO WERE CLOSEST TO JOE 
Grozelle refuse to believe he took 

his own life, for the first time publicly 
questioning the investigation of his 
mysterious d ism) petirai eti and death. 

The Royal Military College cadet's 
family fears that investigators and the 
community suspect Grozelle threw 
himself into the Cataraqu i River and 
drow nett. 

"In my heart, I don't believe it was 
suicide," his father, Ron Grozelle, told 
The Whig-Siam-lc-1rd in an interview 

Grozelle's,  girlfriend, Melissa Hag-
gart, who has not spoken publicly 
since Grozelle vanished and was later 
.found dead, shares the fainily's skepti-
cism. 
• "I think I'm a pretty good judge of 
character," she said in an interview 
yesterday. "If that did happen, then I 
was totally fooled and I was totally to 
blame because something was wrong 
that I didn't see." 

Grozelle's body was pulled from 
Kingston's inner harbour Nov. 13 after 
passersby spotted it floating in the riv-
er near the La Salle Causeway. 

Haggart, who is a third-year cadet at 
RMC, revealed yesterday that she took 
a polygraph test last Wednesday ad-
ministered by the National Investiga-
tion Service, the military agency prob-
ing Grozelle's death. 

Haggart said she passed the test, giv-
en, she was told, to put to rest any con-
cern that she concealed a suicide note, 

"I tried to tell them, 'Do you think I'm 
the type of person who would sit there 
and look at his family in the eyes and 
tell them I didn't know anything?' " 

She told the newspaper that she did 
not speak publicly before because she 
was so distraught about losing Grozelle. 

"He loved life. He loved his niece and 
nephew He loved going home. He loved 
his family. He loved his friends. He 
loved his basketball team. He loved be-
ing here. 

"He loved me." 
The couple had been dating for near-

ly two years. 
She said she could always tell from 

Grozelle's face what was going on in- 
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Joe Grozelle's body is removed from the inner harbour on Nov. 13.The RMC cadet had been missing since Oct. 22 

I would have known' if Joe was suicidal 

"1, as a father, want to do whatever I can to support the investigation because we're working toward the same end,"Ron Grozelle says 



Continued from Page I 

Haggart said Grozelle hoped next 
year to be picked as cadet in charge of 
his squadron. He had a good chance of 
getting the position, she said, because 
he had high marks, was a varsity bas-
ketball player and a sports officer for 
his squadron. It would have been an ex-
tra-time commitment and added re-
sponsibility, but Grozelle was looking 
forward to it. 

Haggart said Grozelle had a tough 
time in his first year. He failed his first 
military exercise, basic training, be-
cause he got sick. 

The experience shook the confidence 
of the small town hero who had been 
named his high school's male athlete of 
the year. 

"He played all the sports, he helped 
coach teams. He was Joe Somebody, " 
she said. "He came here with a big 
blow because he had never really failed 
anything that big before in his life and 
the first thing he did in the military -
that first experience - was 'Oh, you're 
not good enough.' " 

Grozelle was dreading having to re-
take basic training and talked about 
dropping out of first year and going to 
a regular "civilian" university. 

He passed his basic training and by 
second year he was•  loving his business 
courses and his basketball games. The 
pressure of being a freshman was gone 
and Haggart said Grozelle found that 
his methodical personality fit with the 
rigid RMC schedule. 

He was always concerned about his 
performance at basketball, the fact he 
wasn't the team's best player and was 
never given a lot of court time. It was 
hard for the two of them to talk about it 
because Haggart was one of her varsi-
ty soccer team's strongest players. 

But Grozelle was training hard to 
bulk himself up and improve his game. 
He was also the kind of guy who want-
ed his team to win and understood that 
sometimes meant he would have to sit 
on the bench, Haggart said. 

"If he stopped talking about it, then I 
would have known that something was 
wrong," she said. Even if he felt he 
couldn't talk to his girlfriend, Haggart 
said he could always confide in his 
teammates. 

While she said that even talking 
about Grozelle committing suicide is 
"insane," if he had wanted to kill him-
self, he never would have jumped in the 
water. 

"People don't choose one of their 
biggest fears," she said. "I hate snakes. 
I'm not going to go out and try to be bit-
ten by one so I can die. There's a lot 
more peaceful ways I guess you can do 
it. He liked to sleep. You'd think he 
would just go to sleep somewhere with 
pills or whatever." 

Grozelle dying at the hands of anoth-
er cadet, even accidentally, is equally 
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It was also rare for Grozelle to pull 
an all-nighter. If he had a big project 
due, he would usually stay up no later 
than 2 a.m. or 3 a.m., she said. Other-
wise, the two were in bed by midnight 
or earlier after a ball game. 

The investigation seemed to move 
swiftly, she said. 

The day after Haggart reported 

Grozelle missing, another member of 
the military police interviewed her for 
two hours, asking about the last time ' 
she had seen Grozelle, his personality 
and his state of mind. That night, the 
National Investigation Service arrived 
from Ottawa and she was called to give 
a similar statement. 

She took investigators to Grozelle's - 
room to show them that nothing had 
been moved or taken. 

The next day, Haggart went home to 
her parents in Ottawa. She returned a 
couple of times in the next two weeks 
to speak with investigators. 

Haggart considered helping with the ' 
search, but said she just couldn't bear 
the thought of being the one to find him. 

"They were looking in Dumpsters 
and places that I didn't want to be look:, 
ing for my best friend," she said. 

She was last questioned on Dec. 3 ,: 
when the MS gave her the lie-detector', 
test. She was scheduled to take the test 
Nov. 13, but that was the day Grozelle's 
body was found. 

Haggart remembered the night be-
fore Grozelle was found. There was a 
fierce storm that blew through a crack'  
in her window. 

The next day, Haggart was scheduled 
to look at a sweatshirt found during the • 
search. Instead, she and a friend visit-
ed investigators and were told only 
that a body had been found. 

Haggart went back to accounting. 
class and then psychology. During a - 
break her squadron commander told 
her that while there was no positive 
identification, the body had the same 
colour hair and clothes as Grozelle. 

She went back to her room, where 
friends continued to come in and out 
all day. She called her parents. Haggart 
went on compassionate leave for two. 
weeks to Ottawa. 

She used to spend hours in Grozelle's 
dorm room. But she hasn't even been 
able to go back to his floor since the day 
he disappeared. 

Haggart was shocked at first that-. 
Grozelle was found in the water be--; 
cause, she said, he didn't like to swim. 

He had failed his swim test during 
basic training, although he was able to 
make it up another way, Haggart said. 
Grozelle wore a lifejacket when cadets 
went through water combat training 
and had to swim while carrying mock.' 
rifles above their heads. 

"I just don't understand how he got • 
in the water," she said. "It was the last 
place that I would expect." 

So far, Haggart said she's received lit-
tle information from investigators. 

People often ask Haggart if it both- 
ers her not knowing what happened to . 
her boyfriend. Of course it does, she 
said, but she gets some comfort from: 
knowing Grozelle's body was recov-
ered and given a proper funeral. 

Please see  `IT WOULD.' Pare  5• A  I 

   

Haggart went back to her room and 
fell back asleep. Because she didn't 
have class until 10 a.m., she slept until 
eight, expecting Grozelle might come 
by to get her for breakfast. 

  

    

t- 
RMC is a safe and close-knit environ-

ment and at the time Haggart fell 
asleep, plenty of people would still have 
been roaming the hallways, she said. 

Haggart has talked about the day 
Grozelle disappeared so much that she 
can almost recite it without thinking. 

What sl.e remembers is what an in-
credibly normal day it was. 

Grozelle got up and went to class: an 
hour and a half of organizational theo-
ry, two hours of history and an hour of 
French. 

Haggart saw him that afternoon at 
basketball practice after coming back 
from running on the treadmill at the 
gym. Grozelle then went to dinner with 
friends and came by Haggart's room to 
talk about the law assignment. 

Near the end of the night, she said 
she went to his room to work on the law 
assignment. Haggart spent most of 
her spare time in her boyfriend's room. 

The two made plans to go out Friday: 
Haggart would go see Grozelle's bas-
ketball game and then they would grab 
something to eat and catch a movie. 

"We just talked about what we were 
going to do and we were making jokes. 
It was so normal." 

Haggart finished her law assignment 
and printed it out to proofread. She fell 
asleep reading on Grozelle's bed around 
1 a.m., while Grozelle was at his com-
puter working on the assignment. 

He was still wearing the clothes he 
wore to dinner: a black-hooded Nike 
sweatshirt over a blue golf shirt, khaki 
pants and new beige suede shoes. 

When she woke up it was 5:30 a.m., 
Grozelle was gone, but his desk lamp 
and computer were still on. His chair 

   

At 8 a.m., she had a shower, got 
dressed and went back to his room. 

The routine at RMC required cadets 
to be up and dressed every weekday by 
8 a.m. Grozelle also had his law assign-
ment, which she said was mostly fin-
ished but still needed to be edited. 

When she opened the door, Haggart 
found the room just as she had left it. 
She believed he had not been back. 

"I think I started crying in his room 
because my mind couldn't process it. I 
couldn't come up with any reasons 
why he wouldn't be there," she said. 
"It's just not in his nature to go places 
or go for a walk." 

She went to the mess hall for break-
fast, but couldn't eat and left without 
getting any food. 

She woke up a friend and started cry-
ing. The two female cadets visited 
Grozelle's friends to see if he had gone 
to another cadet's room, where he 
might have ended up playing video 
games and falling asleep. 

Even though the idea was out of 
character for Grozelle, it was the only 
explanation. They checked the lounge 
of his squadron to see if Le was sleep-
ing on the couch. 

Throughout the day, Haggart re-
turned to his room - she checked it as 
many as a dozen times - but it was al-
ways just as she had left it. 

When Grozelle didn't show up for 
basketball practice that evening, Hag-
gart reported him missing to the cadet 
in charge of his squadron. 

Eventually she told the duty officer 
and gave a statement to the military 
police, who checked the hospital to see 

' if Grozelle was injured. 
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was moved a bit back from the desk as 
if he had just gotten up. "It looked like 
he had just gone to the bathroom and 
would come right back." 

His wallet and watch were still there, 
as were all his shoes, except for the 
pair he was wearing the night before. 

Haggart said she knew the moment 
she woke up something was wrong. 

Grozelle had never done anything 
like this before. He loved to sleep - he 
would even sleep through classes at the 
back of the room. He wasn't the kind of 
guy to just take off for the night. 

He also wasn't very spontaneous and 
kept a strict "to do" list in his agenda. 
At the end of the day, he would either 
cross off a completed task or move it 
over to the next day. Even nights out 
with friends were usually scheduled. 

"He wasn't a very spur-of-the-mo-
ment type guy," Haggart said. "Nothing 
like this had ever happened before." 

The two would almost always leave 
notes for each other to say where they 
were going. If she didn't know where 
Grozelle was, Haggart usually checked 
the shoes in his room. If his runners 
were missing, he was probably at the 
gym. But everything was exactly as 
she had seen it before she fell asleep, 
Haggart said. 

"I thought, of course, there's got to 
be something, some crazy thing be-
cause terrible things don't happen. 
They don't hanuen in real life, just in 

  

  

Haggart called her mother in Ottawa 
and told her Grozelle was missing. 
Haggart's mom tried to comfort her. 

"She said there's got to be an expla-
nation. There's got to be something. 
We'll be laughing about this together 
in no time." 

Haggart knew something was terri-
bly wrong because, short of going to 
the bathroom or asking for help with 
his law assignment, Grozelle wouldn't 
have left his dorm room that night. 

It was late, he needed his sleep for 
basketball practice the next day and he 
wasn't someone who ever went outside 
to clear his head. 

"There were just huge gaps• of time 
between when I fell asleep and saw him 
last and what happened. Something 
happened, some clue, something we're 
not seeing, no one is seeing. I don't 
know if we'll ever know what hap-
pened in that space of time, why he 
went from the comfort of his room to 
the water." 

Aside from basketball and spending 
time with Haggart, Grozelle loved to 
socialize. He and his basketball team-
mates would go into the city almost 
every Saturday night. 

Haggart said it's unlikely anyone 
came by to invite Grozelle out the night 

  



Policedigest 
Grozelle investigation delayed 
Investigators in Kingston may not 
know until February how cadet 
Joe Grozelle died. The coroner is 
awaiting test results from the 
Centre of Forensic 
Sciences in 
Toronto, said navy 
Lieut. Ryan Snow, 
lead investigator 
in the case. "In a 
situation like this, 
it's necessary for 
us to be very exact 
about our 
actions," Snow GROZELLE: 
said yesterday. Body washed 
Grozelle's body ashore Nov. 13. 
washed ashore 

 

Nov. 13 — three weeks after the 
Royal Military College student 
was last seen. Snow said there 
were no obvious signs of trauma. 
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BY KELLY PEDRO 
Free Press Crime Reporter 

CHATHAM — Investigators 
are wrong if they think Joe 
Grozelle — a Royal Military 
College cadet from the 
Ridgetown area — killed him-
self, his father insists. 

In an extensive interview 
with The Free Press, Ron 
Grozelle said he has started 

his own probe 
into the death 
of his 21-year-
old son, whose 
body was 
pulled from 
Lake Ontario 
Nov. 13, three 
weeks after he 
went missing 
from his dorm 
room at the 
Kingston col-
lege, where he 
was a model 

student and a member of the 
basketball team. 

While police haven't said 
Joe Grozelle died by his own 
hand, "The way the story is 
now, it's almost like, 'Poor 
Joe, he didn't know how to 
swim and if he just jumped in 
the water, he'd go down like a 
rock and that's the story,' " 
Grozelle said. "I don't think 
that's the story." 

See GROZELLE Page A2 

More coverage: Reporter 
Kelly Pedro's story on the 

Grozelle case is on Page B1 

JOE GROZELLE: 
Not a suicide, 
his father says. 

GROZELLE: Dad says too many questions still unanswered 
From Page Al 

Joe Grozelle had passed his 
military swim test, which 
measured skills including an 
ability to tread water for 
three minutes, his father said. 

Ron Grozelle said too many 
questions remain unan-
swered. Among them: 
► Why did it take almost 
12 hours before anyone 
reported his son missing? 
► Was a fight between three 
cadets, which broke out two 
days after Grozelle disap-
peared, connected to the case? 
► Did the fight silence some-
one before they could come 

forward with 
information? 
► Did his son 
overdose on 
drugs he may 
have been 
given and his 
body then 
thrown into 
the frigid 
waters to 
make it 
appear a sui-
cide? 
► Why didn't 
investigators 
give a more detailed descrip-
tion of the clothing Grozelle 

was wearing when last seen? 
► Why was his son so fully 
dressed — not casually, as 
might be expected for the 
hour — when he was last seen 
working on school assign-
ment in the wee hours of the 
morning in his dorm? He was 
seen dressed in a black sweat-
shirt, blue golf shirt, khaki 
pants and new suede shoes. 
► What happened to the 
sweater and golf shirt 
Grozelle was wearing when 
he disappeared? They were 
missing when his body was 
pulled from the water. 
► If Grozelle took off his 

sweater and golf shirt, why 
haven't they been found? 
► Why aren't investigators 
looking for the clothing? 
► Why didn't military inves-
tigators immediately use 
heat-sensing equipment in 
their search for the cadet, 
instead of waiting until a 
week later? 

"I may not get the total 
answers but I'm going to at 
least try," Grozelle said 
before driving to Kingston for 
the fourth time since his son's 
body was found. 

See story on Page Bi. 

RON 
GROZELLE: 
Says son passed 
swim test. 

Cadet's 
father 
wants 
answers 

The London Free Press • Saturday, January 10, 2004 

Cadet's death 'just doesn't 
make sense,' father says 

Special to The Free Press 

UNEXPLAINED: Ron Grozelle, centre, has many questions about the 
death of his son, Joe, second from right, a Royal Military College 
cadet whose body was found three weeks after he disappeared. 

BY KELLY PEDRO 
Free Press Crime Reporter 

CHATHAM — Ron Grozelle 
sits in a restaurant with his 
hands neatly folded on top of a 
wooden table. 

He fidgets with a mechani-
cal pencil as he talks to a 
reporter about his son. 

He's afraid people will forget 
about Joe Grozelle, a Royal 
Military College cadet who 
was missing for three weeks 
before his body was pulled 
from Lake Ontario near the 
Kingston college. 

He fears they'll think his 
21-year-old son was a troubled 
kid who took his own life. 

Ron Grozelle doesn't believe 
that story — and he doesn't 
want anyone else to, either. 

"When I look at this whole 
thing, it just doesn't make 

sense," said Grozelle, an 
employee of Union Gas. "I'm 
just trying to grope for some 
scenario that makes sense. 

"Somebody knows some-
thing about what happened 
and they're not saying." 

There are troubling ques-
tions that raise his suspicions. 

How does a bright, athletic 
young man, excited about life 
and filled with promise, end 
up dead in the water? 

Grozelle, a third-year cadet 
and honour student, was 
reported missing after failing 
to show up for basketball prac-
tice at 6 p.m. Oct. 22. 

His coach, Craig Norman, 
called the Grozelles at their 
Duart home near Ridgetown. 
believing a family emergency 
made the cadet miss practice 
for the first time. 

Norman called again the 

next morning to say he still 
hadn't heard from their son, a 
backup point guard on the 
team who was finishing a busi-
ness administration degree. 

Later that evening, a college 
official called the Grozelles to 
say the college was looking for 
the cadet. 

Ron and Minnie Grozelle 
later learned their son was in 
his dorm room with his girl-
friend, Melissa Haggart, writ-
ing an essay, when she fell 
asleep at about 1:30 a.m. 

When Haggart awoke at 
5:30 a.m., Grozelle was gone. 

While some may think the 
story ended Nov. 13 with the 
discovery of Grozelle's body in 
the frigid waters near the col-
lege, Ron Grozelle is still push-
ing for answers. 

See GROZELLE Page B2 
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GROZELLE: Coroner's report to be released in a few weeks 
From Page B1 

Military investigators are 
still awaiting a coroner's 
report on the cadet's cause of 
death, set to be released in a 
few weeks, said Capt. Mark 
Giles, spokesperson for the 
National Investigation Ser-
vice, the military's investiga-
tive arm. 

But for Ron Grozelle, a coro-
ner's report isn't enough. He 
wants to know how his son 
ended up in the lake after he 
was last seen sitting at his 
computer in his dormitory, 
working on schoolwork. 

"People 
don't under-
stand every-
thing that's 
been going on. 
When I real-
ized Joe didn't 
have any 
clothes on 
from the waist 
up, that raised 
some con- 
cerns." 
Police 

haven't ruled 
out suicide in 
the cadet's death, but Ron 
Grozelle insisted that scenario 
just isn't possible. 

"There was nothing that 
would've caused him to do 
that and if he would've done 
that, he would've'called his 
mom," he said, adding investi-
gators haven't found a suicide 
note to support that theory. 

"This kid wasn't closing the 
door on his future. He had a 
lot of things lined up." 

The varsity basketball 
player — who went missing on 
a Wednesday — had made 
plans for that weekend with 
Haggart. The two had been 
dating for two years. 

The day before he disap-
peared, he went to see his 
organizational behaviour pro- 

fessor and told her he'd be 
back the next day to talk to her 
about something. 

Then he vanished. 
A lightning storm and heavy 

rain pounded Kingston that 
night. 

If his son was going to 
commit suicide, Grozelle said 
it doesn't make sense he would 
take off his shirt if it was 
already wet from the rain. 

And if the suicide theory is 
true, and his youngest son 
took off his sweater and golf 
shirt before going into the 
water, Grozelle finds it curi-
ous investigators haven't 
found the clothing — even 
though they scoured the banks 
along the peninsula where the 
college is located. 

Police divers also searched 
the water where Grozelle's 
body was found weeks before 
it showed up. 

"Maybe they missed him, 
but maybe he was never 
there," Grozelle speculated. 

"Just because he was found 
here doesn't mean that's 
where he started," the father 
continued, pointing to a rough 
sketch of the area he made. 

The day Grozelle's body was 
found, a strong current pushed 
white-capped waves from 
south to north. His body, first 
found on the south side of the 
LaSalle Causeway — which 
connects the campus to down-
town Kingston — was on the 
north side of the narrow road 
less than 15 minutes later, 
when investigators arrived. 

It's possible, Grozelle said, 
his son's body originated from 
downtown Kingston — from 
one of the isolated banks off 
the Kingston Harbour, a body 
of water between the college 
and the city's downtown. 

Grozelle said he's also con-
cerned about the vague 
description investigators 
released of what the cadet was 

File photo 

SEARCH: Royal Military College 
officer cadet Neil Pettitt fights 
his way through thick under-
brush around the married quar-
ters at Canadian Forces Base 
Kingston on Oct. 27 during the 
ground search for missing cadet 
Joe Grozelle. 

wearing, saying he was last 
seen in a dark-coloured sweat-
shirt, light pants and leather 
shoes. 

Haggart has said Grozelle 
was wearing a black hooded 
Nike sweatshirt over a blue 
golf shirt, khaki pants and a 
new pair of beige suede shoes. 

But the cadet's father 
doesn't understand why the 
description was not more spe- 

cific and why 12 hours went by 
from the time his son was last 
seen to the time he was 
reported missing. 

Haggait has said she didn't 
report Grozelle's disappear-
ance until he missed basket-
ball practice. 

Grozelle also missed after-
noon classes. His father said 
his son was responsible for 
taking attendance in five of 
his six classes. Surely some-
one would've noticed his 
absence, he said. "Nobody said 
anything all day long." 

And Grozelle doesn't under-
stand why his son was so fully 
dressed while burning the 
midnight oil working on a 
school assignment. 

"If they told me he'd been 
dressed in a T-shirt and shorts 
and had sandals on, I'd believe 
that," he said. 

"The feeling is the investiga-
tion isn't as objective as it 
should've been. I certainly felt, 
as the father of the victim, 
they would've confided in me 
a little bit more about informa-
tion they were finding out 
about my son." 

Grozelle wonder's why some 
people have been so silent 
about his son's disappearance. 

"My wife (Minnie) ran 
across a quote by Martin 
Luther King: 'In the end we 
will remember not the words 
of our enemies, but the silence 
of our friends.' " 

Giles said the investigation 
is still active. "We still have a 
couple of investigators on it 
and they are continuing to 
folloW up all of the details and 
all of the investigation that 
has been done so far to make 
sure that nothing was 
missed," he said, adding inves-
tigators are still seeking tips. 

Anyone with information is 
asked to call the military 
police at (613) 541-5010 ext. 
5330. 

GROZELLE: 
Unanswered 
questions about 
his death. 

The London Free Press • Saturday, January 10, 2004  



Joe Grozelle's family still looking for answers 
Body was found 
nine months ago; 
family still waiting 
for autopsy report 
By Jennifer Pritchett 
Osprey News Network 

KINGSTON — Ten months after 
Royal Military College cadet, and 
Chatham-Kent native, Joe Grozelle 
vanished from his dorm room and 
was later discovered in Kingston's 
inner harbour, his parents are 
growing increasingly weary about 
not knowing how he died. 

"Basically, we don't have any-
thing more than what we had Nov. 
13 when Joe was recovered," said 
Ron Grozelle, in a phone interview 
from the family's hometown of 
Muirkirk. 

With so many questions left 
unanswered about his son's puz-
zling death last year, he has been  

able to think of little else. He is 
becoming ever more frustrated 
with the lack of information from 
police and prays for some closure 
soon. 

"It has certainly been a very 
draining and taxing time period 
here since we buried Joe," he said. 

Every Sunday on their way home 
from church, he and his wife, 
Minnie, stop by their son's grave, 
hoping to find some peace of mind. 

But they've found no comfort. 
"The toughest part is every 

Sunday morning when I visit Joe —
see I now get to visit him at the 
grave," he said. 

"My toughest time of the week is 
Sunday mornings." 

Grozelle is dismayed by the 
length of time it has taken to get 
any answers about his son's death. 

"We're dealing with an individ-
ual who was in a military base sur-
rounded by military people," he 
said. 

"He was found approximately 
600 yards from his room in the 
water. There was a body available  

for autopsy. And yet, some nine 
months after this transpires 
nobody can give me any informa-
tion. That in and of itself, is very 
odd. It just begs the question: How 
come it's taking so long?" 

The family has repeatedly asked 
for the results of an autopsy com-
pleted last year and they are still 
waiting for the Ontario chief coro-
ner's office to make a decision 
about whether there will be an 
inquest into Grozelle's death. 

Investigators had originally pre-
dicted that the autopsy and toxicol-
ogy reports would be released last 
February, but no information will 
be released now until the coroner 
makes a decision about whether 
there will be an inquest. 

Last February, regional coroner 
Dr. Andrew McCallum said that it 
would be a matter of weeks, not 
years, before a decision is made. 

But six months after that inter-
view, the coroner's office is still 
waiting for the police to complete 
their investigation into the death. 

"The investigation is not corn- 

plete and once it is, we'll have more 
to say about it," said McCallum, in 
an interview this week. "Once the 
investigation is done, I will be able 
to give more detail." 

McCallum admits the Grozelle 
case is taking longer than most. 

"It can take quite a while if the 
investigation is complex and cer-
tainly we have other investigations 
that take this long, but this is 
longer than the usual investigation 
of a death," he said. 

"We want all the information 
before we make a final decision. 
The police investigate on our behalf 
under the Coroner's Act . . . and 
then we review the material and at 
the end of the day, we decide where 
we are going next." 

It's a complicated case, he said. 
"Sometimes it's like peeling back 

the layers of an onion," he said. 
"You just have to look at each new 
layer and that's what's happened. 
So it is a complicated situation and 
unfortunately, I can't go into any 
detail at the moment." 

See RMC Page 11 JOE GROZELLE 



RMC student last seen Oct. 22, 2003 
Continued from Page 1 

The third-year cadet was last 
seen in his college dorm room on 
Oct. 22, 2003 while working on an 
assignment with his girlfriend of' 
two years, Melissa Haggart. She 
fell asleep on the bed in his dorm 
room around 1 a.m. while he was at 
his computer. He was still wearing 
the clothes he wore to dinner: a 
black hooded sweatshirt over a blue 
golf shirt, kha,ki pants and new 
beige suede shoes. 

When Haggart woke up at 5:30 
a.m., Grozelle was gone, but his 
desk lamp and computer were still 
on. His wallet and watch were still 
there, as were all his shoes, except 
for the ones he was wearing the 
night before. 

Haggart told The Whig last 
December that she knew something 
was wrong as soon as she woke up. 

Grozelle, who was by all 
accounts, a stalwart cadet who did 
well academically and played varsi-
ty basketball, was not the type to go 
out unexpectedly late at night. 

The next day, Haggart checked 
her boyfriend's room as many as a 
dozen times, but there were never 
any signs that he had returned. 

Later that night, Haggart report-
ed Grozelle missing to the cadet in 
charge of his squadron. 

Despite an intensive 22-day 
land, air and water search of the 
area around the college, military 
investigators found no clues until a 
raging storm hit Kingston. The 
morning after the storm, passersby 
spotted his body floating in the 
river near the La Salle Causeway 
Nov. 13. 

It's believed that 80 km/hr winds 
and swirling currents somehow 
brought the body to the water's sur-
face. 

Investigators at the time said 
• there was no indications on 
Grozelle's body of foul play. 

Those close to the cadet were 
puzzled that he was found in the 
water. He did not like to swim and 
had failed his swim test during 
basic training. He wore a life jacket 
when cadets went through water 
combat training and had to swim 
while carrying mock rifles above 
their heads. 

Grozelle's girlfriend and his fam-
ily have said publicly that they 
don't believe Grozelle committed 
suicide. 

"I've maintained right from the 
start that this wasn't suicide," said 
Ron Grozelle. 

His death was initially investi-
gated by the Canadian Forces 
National Investigation Service, 
which probes serious or sensitive 
service and criminal offences 
involving military personnel. 
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RON GROZELLE, HIS WIFE MINNIE AND THEIR DAUGHTER CORRI, TALK ABOUT JOE 

...during an interview with Daily News reporter Erica Brown 
mind a nagging doubt as to how 
things came about." 

Grant said he is aware of the 
family's concerns and understands 
their frustration about not knowing 
what happened, but warned that 
some of their questions may never 
be answered. 

9 understand where he is com-
ing from," he said. "As a father, I 
would want answers. 

"It is common, especially in 

death investigations of this nature, 
that sometimes not every question 
can be answered. But sometimes, 
an inquest won't answer them any-
way." 

One benefit of doing an inquest, 
he said, would be to look at the way 
in which the investigations were 
done to find out if lessons can be 
learned. 

Grant said he hopes the findings 
of the OPP investigation will help 

put the issue to rest for Ron 
Grozelle and his family. 

"It's not any comfort to him that 
it's taking longer than he had 
hoped — and that we had anticipat-
ed — but we are trying to be very 
thorough," he said. 

"I'm hoping that we can say to 
him, that he will believe us and 
then say, 'Yes, they have answered 
as much as they can."' 

takes to get answers about how his 
son died, the harder it will be on his 
family. 

"There's really two things that 
we're dealing with — we're dealing 
with Joe no longer being with us, 
which is tragic enough as it is," he 
said. "But the second part of this, 
which is equally as frustrating for 
us to deal with, is the way this 
whole process has been going here 
with all the authorities involved." 

He hopes that the results of the 
autopsy and other information 
obtained by the police is made 
available soon. 

"It's definitely an issue that 
needs to be answered and needs to 
be resolved for the sake of the 
cadets of the college and for their 
parents," he said. "It's important 
for the parents of other cadets so 
that they can feel comfortable 
about what may or may not have 
happened there, as well as the folks 
of Kingston." 

Grozelle still finds it hard to 
believe that there isn't anyone who 
knows something more about the 
night his son disappeared. 

"There is no doubt in my mind 
that somebody knows — who I don't 
know —  but there's no question in 
my mind that somebody has knowl-
edge of something that could help 
identify what happened here," he 
said. 
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But five months into the investi-
gation, it was turned over to the 
Ontario Provincial Police after Ron 
Grozelle wrote a /latter to the chief 
coroner of Ontario requesting an 
independent review of the investi-
gation into his son's death. 

Frustrated by the pace of the 
official investigation and desperate 
for answers about what happened, 
the anguished father quietly began 
his own independent probe in the 
weeks following his son's death. 

He uncovered many perplexing 
questions, including why his son 
was found without his shirt on. 

He detailed his questions in his 
letter to the coroner, who later 
directed the OPP — as the provin-
cial police force — to conduct an 
investigation that would help 
determine whether there would be 
an inquest into the mysterious 
death. 

"The father was asking for an 
independent second look and 
Kingston city police and the MS 
from the Department of National 
Defence were both involved so it's 
only logical that it be somebody not 
originally involved," said OPP Det.-
Insp. Ian Grant of the Criminal 
Investigations Branch in Ottawa. 

He is one of three officers work-
ing on the Grozelle file. 

Grant doesn't know when the 
investigatiort will be complete, but 
said that he doesn't think it's going 
to be too much longer. 

"We're doing a coroner's investi-
gation under the direction of the 
coroner and at present what we're 
doing is reviewing all the things 
that were done in the first instance, 
as well as taking a look at the toxi-
cology," he said. "We're just com-
pleting the steps and making sure 
all the ends are tied up and then 
the coroner will make a decision 
about whether he will hold an 
inquest." 

All the toxicology results have 
been returned from the Centre for 
Forensic Sciences in Toronto and 
investigators are continuing to 
review them. 

While he wouldn't speak about 
the specifics of the case, Grant did 
say the OPP investigation has 
raised more questions about 
Grozelle's death. 

"Rather than new leads, it's a 
case of' looking at things and say-
ing, 'Can I answer the questions 
that are involved here,'" he said. 
"What we do is we try to answer the 
questions that the coroner needs 
answered and we try to clear up 
anything that would leave in your 
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What happened 
to Joe Grozelle? 

By Jennifer Pritchett 
Whig-Standard StaffWriter 

EVERY SUNDAY ON THEIR WAY HOME 
from church, Ron and Minnie 

Grozelle stop by their son Joe's grave, 
hoping to find some peace of mind. 

But they've found little. 
"The toughest part is every Sunday 

morning when I visit Joe," Ron Grozelle 
said. "See, I now get to visit him at the 
grave. 

"My toughest time of the week is 
Sunday mornings." 

Ten months after Royal Military Col-
lege cadet Joe Grozelle vanished from 
his dorm room and found dead in 
Kingston's inner harbour, his parents 
are growing increasingly anxious 
about not knowing how he died. 

"Basically, we don't have anything 
more than what we had Nov. 13 when 
Joe was recovered," said Ron Grozelle 
in a phone interview from the family's 
hometown of Muirkirk, near Chatham, 
Ont. 

With so many questions left unan-
swered about his son's death, Ron 
Grozelle has been able to think of little 
else. He's becoming ever more frus-
trated with the lack of information 
from police and prays for some closure 
soon. 

"It has certainly been a very drain-
ing and taxing time period here since 
we buried Joe," he said. • 

Ron Grozelle is dismayed by the 
length of time it'Os taking to get any 
answers about his son's death. 

"We're dealing with an individual 
who was in a military base surrounded 
by military people," he said. "He was 
found approximately 600 yards from 
his room in the water. There was a 
body available for autopsy. And yet, 
some nine months after this tran-
spires, nobody can give me any infor-
mation. That, in and of itself, is very 
odd. 

"It just begs the question: How come 
it's taking so long?" 

The family has repeatedly asked for 

the results of an autopsy completed 
last year and they are still waiting for 
the Ontario chief coroner's office to 
make a decision about whether there 
will be an inquest into Grozelle's death. 

Investigators had originally predict- 

ed that the autopsy and toxicology re-
ports would be released last February, 
but no information will be released 
now until the coroner decide about 
whether there will be an inquest. 

Please see SOME, Page 4 

His family still 
doesn't know 

the autopsy results 
and the investigation 

is continuing. 
His father asks: 
' How come it's 
taking so long? 

Whig-Standard file photo 

Cadet Joe Grozelle was found dead Nov. I 3,three weeks after he went missing 
from his RMC dorm. His family is still waiting to learn how he died. 

Last February, regional coroner Dr. 
Andrew McCallum told  The Whig-

- Standard  that it would be a matter of 
weeks, not years, before a decision is 

• made. 
-*Zut six months after that interview, 

'the coroner's office is still waiting for 
the police to complete their investiga- 
tion into the death. 

"The investigation is not complete 
and once it is, we'll have more to say 
about it," said McCallum in an inter-
view this week. 

McCallum admits the Grozelle case 
is taking longer than most. 

"It can take quite a while if the inves-
tigation is complex and certainly we 
have other investigations that take this 
long, but this is longer than the usual 
investigation of a death," he said. 

"We want all the information before 
we make a final decision. The police in-
vestigate on our behalf under the Coro-
ner's Act .. and then we review the ma-
terial and at the end of the day, we de-
cide where we are going next." 

It's a complicated case, he said. 
"Sometimes it's like peeling back the 

layers of an onion," he said. "You just 
have to look at each new layer and 
that's what's happened. So it is a com-
plicated situation and, unfortunately, I 
can't go into any detail at the moment" 

The third-year cadet was last seen in 
his college dorm room on Oct. 22 while 
working on an assignment with his 
girlfriend of two years, Melissa Hag-
gart. She fell asleep on the bed in his 
dorm room around 1 a.m. while he was 
at his computer. He was still wearing 
the clothes he wore to dinner: a black 
hooded sweatshirt over a blue golf 
shirt, khaki pants and new beige suede 
shoes. 

When Haggart woke up at 5:30 a.m., 
Grozelle was gone, but his desk lamp 
and computer were still on. His wallet 
and watch were still there as were all 
his shoes, except for the ones he was 
wearing the night before. 

Haggart told  The Whig  last Decem-
ber that she knew something was 
wrong as soon as she woke up. 

Grozelle, who was by all accounts a 
stalwart cadet who did well academi-
cally and played varsity basketball, 
wasn't the type to go out unexpectedly 
late at night. 

The next day, Haggart checked her 
boyfriend's room as many as a dozen 
times, but there were never any signs 
that he'd returned. 

Later that night, Haggart reported 
Grozelle missing to the cadet in charge 
of his squadron. 

Despite an intensive 22-day land, air 
and water search of the area around 
the college, military investigators 
found no clues until a raging storm hit 
Kingston. The morning after the 
storm, passers-by spotted his body 
floating in the river near the La Salle 
Causeway on Nov. 13. 

It's believed that 80 km/h winds and 
swirling currents somehow brought 
the body to the water's surface. 

Investigators at the time said there 
was no indication on Grozelle's body of 
foul play. 

Those close to the cadet were puzzled 
that he was found in the water. He did 
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Some questions likely 
to go unanswered: Police 

Continued from Page 

Submitted photc 

Joe Grozelle appears in this undated photo with his girlfriend, Melissa Haggart 

RON GROZELLE:This wasn't suicide' 

not like to swim and had failed his 
swim test during basic training. He 
wore a life jacket when cadets went 
through water combat training and 
had to swim while carrying mock rifles 
above their heads. 

Grozelle's girlfriend and his family 
have said publicly that they don't be-
lieve Grozelle committed suicide. 

"I've maintained right from the start 
that this wasn't suicide," said Ron 
Grozelle. 

His death was initially investigated 
by the Canadian Forces National Inves-
tigation Service, which probes serious 
or sensitive service and criminal of-
fences involving military personnel. 

After five months, the investigation 
was turned over to the Ontario Provin-
cial Police after Ron Grozelle wrote a 
letter to the chief coroner of Ontario 
requesting an independent review of 
the investigation into his son's death. 

Frustrated by the pace of the official 
investigation and desperate for an-
swers about what happened, the an-
guished father quietly began his own 
independent probe in the weeks follow-
ing his son's death. 

He came up with many perplexing 
questions, including why his son was 
found without his shirt on. 

He detailed his questions in his letter 
to the coroner, who later directed the 
OPP - as the provincial police force - to 
conduct an investigation that would 
help determine whether there would 
be an inquest into the death. 

"The father was asking for an inde-
pendent second look and Kingston city 
police and the NIS from the Department 
of National Defence were both in-
volved, so it's only logical that it be 
somebody not originally involved," said 
OPP Det.-Insp. Ian Grant of the crimi-
nal investigations branch in Ottawa. 

He's one of three officers working on 
the Grozelle file. 

Grant doesn't know when the inves-
tigation will be complete, but told The 
Whig this week that he doesn't think 
it's going to be too much longer. 

"We're doing a coroner's investiga-
tion under the direction of the coroner 
and at present what we're doing is re-
viewing all the things that were done 
in the first instance as well as taking a 
look at the toxicology," he said. 

"We're just completing the steps and 
making sure all the ends are tied up  

and then the coroner will make a deci-
sion about whether he will hold an in-
quest." 

All the toxicology results have been 
returned from the Centre for Forensic 
Sciences in Toronto and investigators 
are continuing to review them. 

While he wouldn't speak about the 
specifics of the case, Grant did say the 
OPP investigation has raised more 
questions about Grozelle's death. 

"Rather than new leads, it's a case of 
looking at things and saying, 'Can I an-
swer the questions that are involved 
here?' " he said. "What we do is we try 
to answer the questions that the coro-
ner needs answered and we try to clear 
up anything that would leave in your 
mind a nagging doubt as to how things 
came about." 

Grant said he's aware of the family's 
concerns and understands their frus-
tration about not knowing what hap-
pened, but warned that some of their 
questions may never be answered. 

"I understand where he is coming 
from," he said. "As a father, I would 
want answers. 

"It is common, especially in death in-
vestigations of this nature, that some-
times not every question can be an-
swered. But sometimes an inquest 
won't answer them anyway." 

One benefit of doing an inquest, he 
said, would be to look at the way in 
which the investigations were done to 
find out if lessons can be learned. 

Grant said he hopes the findings of 
the OPP investigation will help put the 
issue to rest for Ron Grozelle and his 
family. 

"It's not any comfort to him that it's 
taking longer than he had hoped and 
that we had anticipated, but we are try-
ing to be very thorough," he said. 

"I'm hoping that we can say to him, 
that he will believe us and then say yes, 
`they have answered as much as they 
can.' " 

But Grozelle said the longer it takes 
to get answers about how his son died, 
the harder it will be on his family. 

"There's really two things that we're 
dealing with - we're dealing with Joe 
no longer being with us, which is trag-
ic enough as it is," he said. "But the 
second part of this, which is equally as 
frustrating for us to deal with, is the 
way this whole process has been going 
here with all the authorities involved." 

He hopes that the results of the au-
topsy and other information obtained 
by the police is made available soon. 

"It's definitely an issue that needs to 
be answered and needs to be resolved 
for the sake of the cadets of the college 
and for their parents," he said. 

"It's important for the parents of oth-
er cadets so that they can feel comfort-
able about what may or may not have 
happened there as well as the folks of 
Kingston." 

Grozelle still finds it hard to believe 
that there isn't anyone who knows 
something more about the night his 
son disappeared. 

"There is no doubt in my mind that 
somebody knows - who I don't know -
but there's no question in my mind 
that somebody has knowledge of some-
thing that could help identify what 
happened here," he said. 



Police handout photo 

Joe Grozelle and his girlfriend, Melissa Haggart, appear in this undated handout photo. The third-year cadet was last seen on Oct. 22, 2003 in 
his college dorm room. His body was found on Nov. 13, 2003. 
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Youth's death unsolved 
INVESTIGATION 
CONTINUES 
A YEAR AFTER 
JOE GROZELLE'S 
BODY FOUND 
By JENNIFER PRITCHETT 
Osprey News Network 

Ten months after Royal Military 
College cadet and Chatham-Kent 
native Joe Grozelle vanished from his 
dorm room and was later discovered 
in Kingston's inner harbour, his par-
ents are growing increasingly weary 
about not knowing how he died. 

"Basically, we don't have anything 
more than what we had Nov. 13 when 
Joe was recovered," said Ron Grozelle, 
in a phone interview. 

With so many questions left unan-
swered about his son's puzzling death 
last year, he has been able to think of 
little else. He is becoming ever more 
frustrated with the lack of information 
from police and prays for some closure 
soon. 

"It has certainly been a very drain-
ing and taxing time period here since 
we buried Joe," he said. 

Every Sunday on their way home 
from church, he and his wife, Minnie, 
stop by their son's grave, hoping to 
find some peace of mind. 

But they've found no comfort. 
"The toughest part is every Sunday 

morning when I visit Joe — see I now 
get to visit him at the grave," he said. 

"My toughest time of the week is 
Sunday mornings." 

Grozelle is dismayed by the length 
of time it has taken to get any answers 
about his son's death. 

"We're dealing with an individual 
who was in a military base surrounded 
by military people," he said. "He was 
found recovered approximately 600 
yards from his room in the water. 
There was a body available for autop-. 
sy. And yet, some nine months after 
this transpires nobody can give me 
any information. That in and of itself, 
is very odd. 

"It just begs the question: How 
come it's taking so long?" 

The family has repeatedly asked for 
the results of an autopsy completed 
last year and they are still waiting for 
the Ontario chief coroner's office to 
make a decision about whether there 



"It can take quite 
a while if the 
investigation is 
complex . . . This is 
longer than the usual 
investigation of a 
death." 

Dr. Andrew McCallum 

Grant said he is aware of the fami-
ly's concerns and understands their 
frustration about not knowing what 
happened, but warned that some of 
their questions may never be 
answered. 

"I understand where he is coming 
from," he said. "As a father, I would 
want answers. 

"It is common, especially in death 
investigations of this nature, that 
sometimes not every question can be 
answered. But sometimes, an inquest 
won't answer them anyway." 

One benefit of doing an inquest, he 
said, would be to look at the way in 
which the investigations were done to 
find out if lessons can be learned. 

Grant hopes the findings of the OPP 
investigation will help put the issue to 
rest for Ron Grozelle and his family. 

"It's not any comfort to him that it's 
taking longer than he had hoped and 
that we had anticipated, but we are 
trying to be very thorough," he said. 
"I'm hoping that we can say to him, 
that he will believe us and then say 
yes, 'they have answered as much as 
they can." 

But Grozelle said the longer it takes 
to get answers about how his son died, 
the harder it will be on his family. 

"There's really two things that we're 
dealing with - we're dealing with Joe 
no longer being with us, which is trag-
ic enough as it is," he said. "But the 
second part of this, which is equally as 
frustrating for us to deal with, is the 
way this whole process has been going 
with all the authorities involved." 

Grozelle still finds it hard to believe 
that there isn't anyone who knows 
something more about the night his 
son disappeared. 

"There is no doubt in my mind that 
somebody knows - who I don't know 
- but there's no question in my mind 
that somebody has knowledge of 
something that could help identify 
what happened here," he said. 

The Kingston Whit-Standard 

will be an inquest into Grozelle's 
death. 

Investigators had originally predict-
ed that the autopsy and toxicology 
reports would be released last Febru-
ary, but no information will be 
released until the coroner decides if 
there will be an inquest. 

So far, no decision has been made. 
Last February, regional coroner Dr. 

Andrew McCallum said that it would 
be a matter of weeks, not years, before 
a decision is made. 

But six months later, the coroner's 
office is still waiting for the police to 

complete their investigation into the 
death. 

"The investigation is not complete 
and once it is, we'll have more to say 
about it," McCallum said last week. 
"Once the investigation is done, I will 
be able to give more detail." 

McCallum admits the Grozelle case 
is taking longer than most. 

"It can take quite a while if the 
investigation is complex and certainly 
we have other investigations that take 
this long, but this is longer than the 
usual investigation of a death," he 
said. 

The third-year cadet was last seen in 
his college dorm room on Oct. 22, 
2003 while working on an assignment 
with his girlfriend of two years, Melis-
sa Haggart. 

She fell asleep on the bed in his 
dorm room around 1 a.m. while he 
was at his computer. He was still wear-
ing the clothes he wore to dinner: a 
black hooded sweatshirt over a blue 
golf shirt, khaki pants and new beige 
suede shoes. 

When Haggart woke up at 5:30 
a.m., Grozelle was gone, but his desk 
lamp and computer were still on. His 
wallet and watch were still there as 
were all his shoes, except for the ones 
he was wearing the night before. 

Haggart said last December that she 
knew something was wrong as soon as 
she woke up. 

Grozelle, who was by all accounts a 
stalwart cadet who did Well academi-
cally and played varsity basketball, 
was not the type to go out unexpect-
edly late at night. 

The next day, Haggart checked her 
boyfriend's room as many as a dozen 
times, but there were never any signs 
that he had returned. 

Later that night, Haggart reported 
Grozelle missing to the cadet in 
charge of his squadron. 

Despite an intensive 22-day land, 
air and water search of the area 
around the college, military Investiga- 
tors found no clues until a raging 
storm hit Kingston. The morning after 
the storm, passersby spotted his body 
floating in the river near the La Salle 
Causeway Nov. 13. 

It's believed that 80 km/hr winds 
and swirling currents somehow 
brought the body to the water's sur-
face. 

Investigators at the time said there 
was no indications on Grozelle's body 
of foul play. 

Those close to the cadet were puz-
zled that he was found in the water. 
He did not like to swim and had failed 
his swim test during basic training. He 
wore a life jacket when cadets went 
through water combat training and 
had to swim while carrying mock 
rifles above their heads. 

Grozelle's girlfriend and his family 
have said publicly .that they don't 
believe Grozelle committed suicide. 

"I've maintained right from the 
start that this wasn't suicide," said 
Ron Grozelle. 

His death was initially investigated 
by the Canadian Forces National 
Investigation Service, which probes 
serious or sensitive service and crimi-
nal offences involving military per-
sonnel. 

But five months into the investiga-
tion, it was turned over to the Ontario 
Provincial Police after Ron Grozelle 
wrote a letter to the chief coroner of 
Ontario requesting an independent 
review of the investigation into his 
son's death. 

Frustrated by the pace of the official 
investigation and desperate for 
answers about what happened, the 
anguished father quietly began his 
own independent probe in the weeks 
following his son's death. 

He uncovered many perplexing 
questions, including why his son was 
found without his shirt on. 

He detailed his questions in his let-. 
ter to the coroner, who later directed 
the OPP to conduct an investigation 
that would help determine whether 
there would be an inquest into the 
mysterious death. 

"The father was asking for an inde-
pendent second look and Kingston 
city police and the NIS from the 
Department of National Defence were 
both involved so it's only logical that 
it be somebody not originally 

involved," said OPP Det.-Insp. Ian 
Grant of the Criminal Investigations 
Branch in Ottawa. 

He is one of three officers working 
on the Grozelle file. 

,Grant doesn't know when the inves-
tigation will be complete, but said 
Thursday that he doesn't think it's 
going to be too much longer. 

"We're doing a coroner's investiga-
tion under the direction of the coro-
ner and at present what we're doing is 
reviewing all the things that were 
done in the first instance and as well 
as taking a look at the toxicology," he 
said. "We're just completing the steps 
and making sure all the ends are tied 
up and then the coroner will make a 
decision about whether he will hold 
an inquest." 

All the toxicology results have been 
returned from the Centre for Forensic 
Sciences in Toronto and investigators 
are continuing to review them. 

While he wouldn't speak about the 
specifics of the case, Grant did say the 
OPP investigation has raised more 
questions about Grozelle's death. 



Michael Lea/Osprey News Network 

THE FAMILY OF DECEASED ROYAL MILITARY COLLEGE CADET JOE GROZELLE, OF MUIRKIRK 
...set up a memorial earlier this month at the spot where their son's body was pulled from the Cataraqui River in Kingston 
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Grozelle probe seeks answers 
Investigators 
plan second 
post-mortem 
By Erica Brown 
The Daily News 

Unanswered questions almost a 
year after Joe Grozelle's disappear-
ance are prompting investigators to 
exhume his body. 

Det. Insp. Ian Grant, of the 
OPP's criminal investigations 
branch, said the decision to conduct 
a second post-mortem on the 21-
year-old Royal Military College 
cadet's body was made Friday after 
a thorough review of the case. 

"The best way to get the answers 
we want is to do an exhumation 
and second post-mortem," he told 
The Chatham Daily News from 
Ottawa Monday. 
• Grant was tight-lipped about 
what investigators hope to find 
during the second autopsy. 

"We're not talking about the 
specifics of what we are trying to do 
and what we are looking for," he 
said. 

Dr. Jim Cairns, deputy chief 
Coroner for the province, said the 
post-mortem may uncover "poten-
tial evidence that may be relevant." 

He said investigators — the probe 
is being conducted by OPP on 
behalf of the Chief Coroner's Office 
— don't want to leave any "stone 
unturned. 

"There are still things left unan-
swered at this time." 

Cairns said the post-mortem will 
ensure nothing was missed during 
the first examination. It was con-
ducted in November 2003 after 
Grozelle's body was discovered 
floating in Lake Ontario, 22 days 
after his disappearance from his 
dorm room on Oct. 22. 

During an intensive land, air 
and water search, investigators 
were baffled about what happened 
to the third-year cadet. 

A passerby noticed his body in 
the water near the college Nov. 13 
after a violent storm. 

there was something missed, 
we need to find it," Cairns said, 
adding there is no indication that 
the first autopsy wasn't complete. 

Joe Grozelle's father, Ron, said 
the decision to do another post-
mortem has left the family wonder-
ing why. 

They haven't been told what 
investigators hope to uncover or 
why the decision to exhume took so  

long. 
"We are not opposed (to the 

autopsy). . . if it's going to assist in 
finding answers in regards to what 
happened to Joe," Ron said. 

He said the family was offered 
the opportunity to have their own 
forensic pathologist attend the 
post-mortem, something they are 
"seriously considering." 

Ron said even after numerous  

requests, the family hasn't seen the 
original autopsy report or any 
police reports. 

"There are a ton of unanswered 
questions," he said. 

Cairns said 4e exhumation will 
likely take plade in the next three 
to four weeks. The post-mortem is 
expected to take one to two days. 

The autopsy, he said, will be per-
formed by Dr. Michael Pollanen,  

the province's director of forensic 
pathology. 

Cairns said exhumations are 
rare, with an average of one a year. 

Grant said once the investigation 
is complete the coroner's office will 
decide whether to call for an 
inquest into Grozelle's death. 

The Grozelle family has said an 
inquest is needed to piece together 
the puzzle of how and why he died. 

a .. iLl 



GROZELLE:Teammates of deceased 
cadet Joe Grozelle requested a minute 
of silence to mark the anniversary of 
his disappearance 
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RMC 
refuses 
request 

for minute 
of silence 
Official says event 

could cause 
`undue stress' 

for family 

ByTamsin McMahon 
Whig-Standard StaffWriter 

HE ROYAL MILITARY COLLEGE HAS 
refused to let basketball teammates 

of Joe Grozelle hold a moment of si-
lence at their game on the first anniver-
sary of the day the third-year cadet dis-
appeared. 

RMC Paladins men's varsity basket-
ball team had planned to hold a minute 
of silence at the start of its game 
against McGill University on Friday to 
remember the 21-year-old who played 
guard for the team until his disappear-
ance Oct. 22. 

The game had extra significance for 
the team since their opponents are 
coached by Craig Norman, who was 
RMC's basketball coach last year. 

Grozelle's parents had planned to 
drive from their home near Chatham 
to attend the game. 

Please see COMMUNITY, Page 8 

Community invited to game to show support for family 
Continued from Page I 

The players submitted a written re-
quest to the college several weeks ago 
to have a tribute to Grozelle, said 
Avvy Lajoie, a friend of Grozelle's 
and his teammates, who is not an 
RMC cadet. 

They were told no. 
"It is a complete surprise, we were 

shocked," Lajoie said. 
"It's a moment of silence, one 

minute out of the game — it can even 
be 30 seconds. We thought [the deci-
sion] was completely suspicious and 
disrespectful." 

Grozelle was last seen a year ago 
Friday by his girlfriend writing an es-
say in his dorm room at 1 a.m. 

His disappearance sparked a mas-
sive police and military search of the 
land and water around the military 
college. 

Grozelle's body was recovered 22 
days later, on Nov. 13, from the 
Cataraqui River near the La Salle 
Causeway. 

Investigators have not released the 
results of an autopsy performed in 
Kingston last year, except to say his 
death was consistent with drowning. 

Last Friday, the province's chief 
coroner ordered Grozelle's body ex-
humed to"perform a second autopsy 
in hopes of answering what Ontario 
Provincial Police say are new ques-
tions about the cadet's unexplained 
death. 

College spokesman Capt. Bernard 
Dionne said RMC appreciated the 
basketball team's suggestion for a mo-
ment of silence and had considered a 
tribute to Grozelle in the weeks lead-
ing up to the anniversary of his disap-
pearance, but didn't feel it was an ap-
propriate time for an official memori-
al. 

"We feel, however, that because the 
investigation into Joe's death is still 
ongoing, holding a special event at 
this time could cause undue stress on 
the family and reopen emotional 
wounds among the cadet body, several 
of whom are still in the grieving 

process," he read from a written state-
ment. 

RMC held several vigils and memo-
rials for Grozelle after he went miss-
ing and after his body was recovered 
and never received an official request 
from Grozelle's family for anything to 
be done Friday, Dionne said. 

"We ... feel such tributes were suit-
able to the time and circumstances," 
he said. "Should the investigation 
bring any more information or final 
closure, we will consider an appropri-
ate tribute." 

If Grozelle's teammates wanted to 
hold their own moment of silence in 
the locker room "that is not public, 
they can certainly do that," Dionne 
said. 

In an interview Monday, deputy di-
rector of cadets Lt.-Col. Rod McDon-
ald said RMC wasn't planning any-
thing to mark the one-year anniver-
sary beyond the normal steps the 
school takes to remember fallen 
cadets. 

Those step. included a ceremony 

where the graduating class presented 
Grozelle's family with a stone to be 
placed in the memorial arch. 

The college also approved a tribute 
to Grozelle to be placed at its memori-
al staircase to soldiers who have lost 
their life in service, Macdonald said. 

Lajoie, 23, said friends were plan-
ning their own moment of silence at 
the game without the college's per-
mission and were making up T-shirts 
to remember Grozelle. 

She asked for community members 
to attend the 6 p.m. game at the 
Kingston Military Community 
Sports Centre and show support for 
Grozelle's friends and family. 

"Maybe we can do a kind of silent 
thing for him just by having the com-
munity's presence there," she said. 

Former RMC basketball coach 
Craig Norman said he understood the 
college's decision not to do an official 
memorial for Grozelle before the in-
vestigation into his death is finished, 
as long as it planned a memorial in 
the future. 

But, he said, a moment of silence by 
his closest school friends before'w 
game Grozelle loved didn't seem like 
an unreasonable request. 

"I don't see a lot of harm in having 
60 seconds of silence for a fallen coM-, 
rade who meant such a great deal to 
that group of young men," he said. 

"These kids have been through so 
much with this whole thing. They are 
the same kids who were searching the 
woods for Joe and the same kids whO 
helped bury him in Chatham and 
that's a very traumatic experience for 
those kids." 

Norman expected his first game 
back at the college since he left to be-
come head basketball coach at McGill 
would be an emotional time, but it 
was important for him to remember 
Grozelle. 

"It's not an easy thing to face, but I 
think it is a necessary thing," he said. 

"Joe Grozelle was such a unique 
and fine individual and the more 
[that] people remind me of Joe, the 
happier I am." 



RMC lacks sensitivity 
I've never written to The Whig-
Standard before, but feel com-
pelled to do so about Royal Mili-
tary College's lack of sensitivi-
ty to Joe Grozelle and especially 
to his parents, whose own trials 
have been terrible and sadly 
drawn out due to a lack of an-
swers for what happened to 
their son. 

How dare a group of facilita-
tors say no to a simple, respect-
ful, 60-second remembrance of 
one of their own? 

I can't fathom why an investi- 

gation, be it open or closed, 
should have any bearing on 
such a request. 

What RMC has done has shat-
tered the way I feel about what I 
thought was a beautiful, tradi-
tional institution of military 
excellence. 

Now I see it as nothing more 
than a group of bemedalled 
scholars and teachers who are ' 
worried about themselves and 
how they reflect in others' eyes. 

William Hall 
Kingston 

RMC reverses decision, 
allows tribute for Joe Grozelle 

ByTamsin McMahon 
yvhig-Standard StaffWriter 

ROYAL MILITARY COLLEGE REVERSED 

an earlier decision and held a 
minute of silence for Joe Grozelle last 
:night on the anniversary of his disap-
pearance. 

RMC's commandant, Brig.-Ger. Jean 
Leclerc, said the college changed its 
-tnmd after Grozelle's father, Ron, sent 
4.11 e-mail Thursday night asking for 

the moment of silence. 
"Please consider this e-mail as my of-

ficial request," Ron Grozelle wrote, 
adding he had talked to a non-cadet 
who was a friend of his son and had 
given his blessing for the remem-
brance. 

"The family consented to ... any trib-
ute Joe's friends and former teammates 
[including RMC] wanted to perform." 

Please see GROZELLE, Page 12 
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The RMC basketball team observes a minute of silence for Joe Grozelle 

Michael LeafTheWhIg-Standard 

Joe Grozelle's parents, Minnie and Ron, and their daughter Nikki celebrate 
RMC's first basket at last night's basketball game against McGill 
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4 Grozelle 'still in the minds 
of the community,' RMC says 

Continued from Page I 

Grozelle's parents drove from their 
home near Chatham to attend the 
game. 

The college initially refused a re-
quest from the varsity basketball team 
for a tribute to Grozelle at the begin-
ning of a 6 p.m. game against McGill 
University. 
. McGill won the game 68-64. 

Officials said they didn't want to re-
traumatize Grozelle's family by hold-
ing a public event for the third-year 
cadet in the middle of an ongoing po-
lice investigation. 

They also pointed out that the family 
had never made an official request for 
a memorial to mark the anniversary of 
Grozelle's disappearance. 

But with the consent of Grozelle's 
family, Leclerc said, the college, did not 
object to a public tribute at the game. 

"A year later, Joe is still very much in 
the minds of the community, although 
we are still very much in the dark 
[about his death]," Leclerc told The 
Whig-Standard. 

In a statement, Leclerc said he hoped 
the tribute would help the family with 
its healing process. 

"RMC regrets any emotional distress 
its previous decision may have 
caused," the statement said. 

Friends of Grozelle's who organized 
the moment of silence were thrilled by 
the college's change of heart. 

"I'm glad for the sake of the parents, 
at least they'll get that," said Abby La-
joie, 23, who is not an RMC cadet. 

She and other friends planned to at-
tend last night's game wearing white 
T-shirts with the number four, 
Grozelle's number when he played 
guard for RMC men's varsity basket-
ball team. 

Last night's game against McGill had 
added significance for the team because 
McGill's coach, Craig Norman, had 
been Grozelle's coach at RMC last year. 

Joe Grozelle was last seen Oct. 22,  

2003, writing an essay in his dorm 
room at 1 a.m. 

Despite a massive police and mili-
tary search of the grounds and water 
around the college, the 21-year-old's 
body wasn't recovered, until Nov. 13 
when it was spotted in the Cataraqui 
River near the La Salle Causeway. 

Investigators have released few de-
tails on how Grozelle died, except to 
say that autopsy results concluded his 
death was consistent with drowning. 

Last Friday, the province's chief 
coroner ordered Grozelle's body ex-
humed to perform a second autopsy it 
hopes of answering what Ontario 
Provincial Police say are new ques-
tions about his unexplained death. GROZELLE: Body exhumed II n  A. 
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MINNIE AND RON GROZELLE, PICTURED IN THE KITCHEN OF THEIR HOME 
...are getting increasingly frustrated 'by the lack of answers in their son's death 

JOE 
GROZELLE 
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A year later, same questions 
Grozelles no closer to finding 
out what happened to their son 
By Erica Brown 
The Daily News 

DUART — What happened to 
Joe? 

That's the question that contin-
ues to plague the Grozelle family 
one year after the 21-year-
old disappeared from his 
dorm room at the Royal 
Military College in 
Kingston. 

Joe vanished Oct. 22, 
2003. His body was discov-
ered 22 days later. 

The family says it's 
impossible to come to 
terms with Joe's death 
when so many questions 
remain unanswered. 

"You can't make 
progress because we're 
still at step one. We still 
have the same questions 
we had a year ago," said Joe's 
father Ron. 

"We are having to share our 
grieving with this other aspect 
(unanswered questions) and that 
becomes doubly draining." 

A passerby noticed the third-
year cadet's body floating in the 
frigid waters of the Cataraqui 
River on Nov. 13, 2003, after a vio-
lent storm rocked the area. 

Investigators haven't released 
an official cause of death but OPP 
Det. Insp. Ian Grant said Joe's 
death is consistent with drowning. 

What investigators don't know 
is how Joe got into the water. 

Joe disappeared from his dorm 
room where he had been studying 
with his girlfriend. His keys and 
cell phone were left,  behind. 

Grant, head of the OPP squad 
investigating Joe's death on 
behalf of the coroner's office, said 
discovering Joe's movements in 
the days leading up to his disap-
pearance and death is a major 
focus of the investigation. 

"It centres around Joe 

Grozelle's life," he said. 
While police don't suspect foul 

play, Grant said in all cases 
involving an unexplained death, 
police treat the investigation as a 
homicide. 

"You can't go back and redo 
things that are already 
done," he said of the rea-
sons for investigating the 
worst-case scenario. 

But investigators are 
going back. 

A week ago, the family 
was shaken to learn that 
Joe's body will be 
exhumed from his resting 
place at Greenwood 
Cemetery in Ridgetown. 
Investigators plan to do a 

second autopsy to answer 
questions that have come 
to light since the OPP took 
over the probe from the 

military in February. . 
"I was shaking," Joe's mother 

Minnie said of how she felt when 
she heard her son would be 
exhumed. 

The family is struggling to come 
to terms with the news and, its 
effect on Minnie is obvious when 
she discusses the exhumation. 

"This is our son. I still think it's 
not right," she said as tears damp-
ened her eyes. 

Minnie quickly regained her 
composure as members of the fam-
ily, including Ron and Joe's sisters 
Nikki, 24, and Corri-, 15, spoke to 
The Chatham Daily News at 
their Duart-area home. 

Minnie said the same day the 
family found out about the 
exhumation plans, she had finally 
picked out a tombstone to mark 
her son's grave, which is now 
marked with a single white cross. 

The family, will be there for the 
exhumation and are planning to 
have their own forensic patholo-
gist attend the post-mortem. 

See MYSTERY Page 10 

Ron said in order for Joe to rest 
in peace, the reason he died has to 
be exposed. 

Grant said investigators  hold 
their cards close to the vest so the 
case can't be tainted. 

The detective said investigations 
into unexplained deaths are often 
lengthy, usually taking several 
months or even years. 

"But in all fairness most of the 
ones that are years are homicides," 
he said. 

Today, members of the Grozelle 
family are in Kingston where they 
will watch Joe's varsity basketball 
team play a game and share mem-
ories of their beloved family mem-
ber. 

  

Mystery 
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Continued from Page 1 
Ron hopes they will finally get 

some answers. 
Frustration is obvious as the 

family talks about the endless 
questions swirling around the case 
and the utter lack of information 
they've been given by investiga-
tors. 

  



Grozelle 
Continued from Page 1 

Dr. Michael Pollanen, director of 
the forensic pathology unit at the 
coroner's office, will perform the 
post-mortem. 

The Grozelle family will have its 
own forensic pathologist, Dr. John 
Butt, present for the exam. 

Cairns also told The Daily News 
that the Grozelle family requested 
the exhumation and second post-
mortem, something Ron Grozelle 
vehemently denies. 

"I want to make that perfectly, 
perfectly clear that we did not 
request that Joe be dug up," he 

said. "That's the last thing that I 
want to see happen." 

The frustration and anger was 
clear in Ron Grozelle's voice as he 
discussed the continuing saga sur-
rounding his son's death. 

The distraught father said he's 
learned more about the investiga-
tion in the media than he has from 
the coroner, police or the military. 

"I'm just totally confused at this 
point," he said. 

"This is not the way the family 
should be treated in these circum-
stances." 

It has been reported that Joe 
Grozelle died of drowning but there 
were no findings as to how he got 
into the water. 

OPP are disputing media reports 

that the investigation into Joe 
Grozelle's death is being treated as 
a homicide. 

Det. Insp. Ian Grant, head of the 
OPP's investigation into the mat-
ter, said Joe Grozelle's death is not 
being treated as a crime. 

Cairns was quoted in The Globe 
and Mail newspaper saying the 
death is being investigated as a 
homicide and that OPP feel the 
first investigators — the military 
and Kingston police — did a less 
than thorough job. 

Grant said OPP realize that 
agencies investigate deaths in dif-
ferent ways. 

"We would never comment on 
another agency's investigation 
while we're in the middle of one. It's 

just not appropriate," he said. 
Cairns said he's apologized to the 

chief of the Kingston police for his 
comments to the media. 

A woman who spoke to The 
Globe on condition of anonymity 
suspects the cadet fell victim to a 
form of hazing. 

The woman, whose son also 
attended the military college, said 
Grozelle may have been singled out 
because he was "a top athlete, a top 
student and a top cadet." 

In response, Cairns told The 
Daily News hazing was "not at the 
top of our list" of causes. 

However, he said nothing has 
been ruled out. 

• With files from 
The Canadian Press 

10 — The Chatham Daily News, Thurs., Nov. 18, 2004  

Suicide 
theory 
shocks 
family 
Homicide also 
not being ruled 
out in Grozelle 
investigation 
By Erica Brown 
The Daily Neyvs 

News that investigators once 
believed Joe Grozelle killed himself 
has shocked his father. 

Ron Grozelle had to pull his car 
over Wednesday after hearing for 
the first time that an initial inves-
tigation concluded that Joe 
Grozelle committed suicide. 

"We were never, ever advised of 
what happened to Joe," he told The 
Chatham Daily News when 
asked about comments made by Dr. 
Jim Cairns, Ontario's deputy chief 
coroner Wednesday. 

Cairns told The Daily News that 
Joe's death was originally thought 
to be a suicide but that the family 

' had concerns with that conclusion 
and pushed for a further investiga-
tion, with a focus on foul play. 

Ron Grozelle denied ever being 
notified that investigators believed 
Joe died by his own hand. 

He said he's never seen or heard 
the results of any investigation 
into the disappearance and death 
of the 21-year-old Royal Military 
College cadet, whose body was 
pulled from Lake Ontario three 
weeks after he vanished. 

"We have never been privy to the 
first investigation. As far as I'm 
concerned this is one, ongoing 
investigation," Ron Grozelle said. 

"No material has been released 
to us that would indicate a conclu-
sion on anything." 

He said the family will never 
accept that Joe Grozelle killed him-
self and they don't believe his 
death was an accident. 

Ron Grozelle is sure foul play, in 
some form, led to the death of his 
son. 

During the course of the "re-
investigation," Cairns said some 
issues have come up that need to 
be examined. 
• "We do not have a smoking gun 

that this is a homicide, but we're 
not going into the re-investigation 
ignoring the possibility," he said. 

"It's only a possibility; we don't 
have solid evidence of that." 

He noted suicide has not been 
ruled out as a possibility. 

Joe Grozelle's body is being 
exhumed because the initial autop-
sy failed to explore all possibilities. 

"At the time the autopsy was 
done, there were not any indica-
tions that this was a suspicious 
death. It was being treated as a 
suicide," Cairns said. 

He said when a death is treated 
as suspicious, pathologists do extra 
dissections. 

Cairns said the second autopsy 
will give investigators the opportu-
nity to do those. 

The exhumation is scheduled for 
Nov. 25 at Greenwood Cemetery in 
Ridgetown. 

See GROZELLE Page 10 



water on three sides, the college sits 
just across the harbour from down-
town Kingston. 

In some ways, it looks and feels 
like many of the smaller universities 
that dot Canada's postsecondary 
landscape: green, ordered, expec-
tant. But, as the recruiting motto 
goes, it is a university with a differ-
ence. The streets through campus 
are named Billy Bishop Road and Va-
lour Drive. There are sports fields, 
but also decommissioned tanks, 
cannons and anti-aircraft guns. 

And while the average Queen's 
University's student across town has 
the option of rolling out of bed at 
noon, going to class if he feels the 
need and wearing sweatpants for a 
week, that's not the case at RMC. 

Cadets are expected to be in their 
clean and well-pressed uniforms 
from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. Their rooms 
are to be kept neat and tidy, subject 
to inspection. Since the cadets are 
technically military employees, at-
tending class is mandatory and skip-
ping can mean being found absent 
without leave. 

Joe Grozelle's 
body washed 
up last October 
on the shore 
of Lake Ontario 
near Kingston's 
Royal Military 
College. 

There is parade practice at 6:30 
a.m., and while the dormitories are 
co-ed, when male and female cadets 
are together in a room, the door 
must be open, and cadets aren't al-
lowed to have companions of the op-
posite sex spend the night. 

Mr. Grozelle's initiation into this 
new and strange life wasn't without 
its hiccups. He studied business ad-
ministration, and the academic de-
mands were heavy. Basketball, too, 
posed the challenge of transition 
from a small-town star to a role play-
er lucky to get off the bench. 

But bit by bit, week by week, Mr. 
Grozelle found himself first surviv-
ing the demands at RMC, and then 
thriving in a traditional, strict atmos-
phere. In third year, he was named 

his squadron's sports officer, one of 
the top positions available to cadets 
in his year, and had begun to set his 
sights on being named the senior ca-
det in charge of his squadron. 

"Most guys on the basketball team 
do the bare minimum of that stuff, 
but Joe was getting really into it," 
said Steve Scriver, a fourth-year 
student and teammate who had 
asked his friend to be the best man at 
his wedding this past August. "I'd say 
about 80 per cent of us were here for 
pragmatic reasons, and Joe was too, 
but he had really come around." 

If his choice to come to RMC was 
founded on pragmatism, it was driv-• 
en by a passion that burned hottest 
for basketball. 

There are two hoops at the Gro-
zelles' farm: one outside the barn, 
complete with a concrete slab ex-
tending out to the three-point line, 
the other inside, which came into 
play in poor weather or, because it 
was shorter than regulation, when it 
was time to practise some dunks. 

Mr. Grozelle's most intense 
match-ups were games of one-on- 

one against his brother Jim, who 
went on to earn all-Canadian ho-
nours at UWO. 

At RMC, he found a new set of 
brothers in his teammates. And if he 
wasn't a starter, he earned respect for 
his "balls-to-the-wall" practice hab-
its and team-first demeanour. He 
kept the guys loose with jokes, hud-
dled with the coaches to talk strategy 
and was always keen to head down-
town to AJ's Hangar, a student bar 
that was the team's hangout of 
choice when the opportunity arose. 

The Paladins always practise be-
tween 4:45 p.m. and 6:45 p.m., and in 
more than two seasons Mr. Grozelle 
never missed one session, which is 
why, when he didn't show up on Oct. 
22 last year, his teammates knew 
something was wrong. 

A year later, they're still dealing 
with the fact he'll never practise with 
them again. "It's just so frustrating," 
said Mr. Scriver, who helped orga-
nize a moment of silence before a 
game on the anniversary of his 
friend's disappearance. "It's just a to-
tal vacuum." 

He vanished just as 
he found his game 

Bit by bit, young cadet mastered a strange 
new environment, MICHAEL NANCE reports 

NOVEMBER 20, 2004 

1111 SATURDAY SPECIAL 

A cadet's 
bizarre 
demise: 
Was it 
murder? 
BY MICHAEL GRANGE 
AND TIMOTHY APPLEBY 
KINGSTON 

perched on the edge of the Roy-
al Military College campus ris-
es its imposing limestone and 
granite Memorial Arch, en-

graved with the names of graduates 
who perished in the great wartime 
battles of the past century. Fifty' 
metres away, at the mouth of the Ca-
taraqui River, sits a far more modest 
shrine of plastic flowers and family 
photographs, dedicated to a popular 
third-year cadet whose body drifted 
ashore last year in less glorious cir-
cumstances, apparently a victim of 
drowning. 

Without the dogged efforts of that 
cadet's father, who believes his son 
was very likely murdered, the story 
might have ended there: a promising 
21-year life inexplicably snuffed out 
in its prime. 

But it has not ended. The strange, 
tragic disappearance of Joe Grozelle 
has taken a decidedly more sinister 
twist. 

As part of a team that included a 
lawyer and private investigator, his 
father, Ron, assembled a meticulous 
compendium of disturbing evidence 
that poses three broad questions: 
Did someone interfere with the con-
tents of the hard drive on Joe's com-
puter in his college dormitory? How 
to explain the odd circumstances 
surrounding the movement of the 
young man's personal effects? And 
— perhaps crucial — why the appar-
ently conflicting information about 
the state of his body when it floated 
to shore, three weeks after he myste-
riously vanished? 

That legwork was instrumental in 
getting the case quietly reopened in 
February. 

See CADET on page A4  

KINGSTON, ONT. 

He was never supposed to 
vanish and wash up dead 
three weeks later. 

Then again, Joe Grozelle 
was never supposed to be at Royal 
Military College in the first place, 
wearing a uniform, saluting his su-
periors, marching on parade, learn-
ing to he a military officer. 

But the undersized point guard 
was determined to play basketball at 
university, and the RMC Paladins, al-
ways on the lookout for kids not only 
good enough, but tough enough and 
willing to complete the military serv-
ice, offered the former Ridgetown 
High School star a chance to do so. 

In a family where his oldest broth-
er, Dan, was a software engineer and 
his next oldest brother, Jim, was on 
his way to becoming an accountant, 
— both had attended the University 

of Western Ontario — the 21-year-
old knew he needed a respected edu-
cation, and RMC provided an oppor-
tunity for that. 

Tuition was covered, and the Ca-
nadian Forces paid him a stipend. 
Wearing a uniform, conforming to 
the rules of military life and spend-
ing five years after graduation in the 
service didn't seem so bad. 

"I was surprised when he told me 
that he was going to RMC," said Dan, 
27, the oldest of Ron and Minnie 
Grozelle's five children, raised in a 
rambling farmhouse on 100 acres of 
grazing land in tiny Duart, Ont., out-
side Chatham. 

Established by Parliament and 
opened in 1876, RMC is the place the 
Canadian Armed Forces look when 
seeking the best and brightest to re-
plenish the pool of officers. A comp-
act gathering of historic limestone 
buildings on a parade square with 
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Ron and Minnie Grozelle visit the grave of their son Joe yesterday at Greenwood Cemetery, near Chatham, Ont. The 21-year-old's body will be exhumed this week for a second autopsy. 

Father's 
`questions 
are good 
questions' 
CAD ET from page  Al  

As a result, authorities will take the 
highly unusual step of exhuming the 
young man's body on Thursday for a 
second autopsy that will be far more 
detailed than the first. 

"We're not taking this lightly," said 
Ontario Provincial Police Detective 
Inspector Ian Grant, who heads a 
four-officer team working full-time 
on the revived investigation, origi-
nally conducted by the Canadian 
military's National Investigation 
Service, aided by Kingston police. 

T\Tnr is anArnne olcp 

A storm of controversy erupted in 
Kingston this week after deputy 
chief coroner Jim Cairns suggested 
in an interview with The Globe and 
Mail that the initial investigation had 
been less than perfect. (Dr. Cairns 
later conceded he had overstated the 
role of the Kingston police, who were 
stung by his criticism. Chief Bill 
Closs said his force had been "tar-
nished" by the coroner's remarks.) 

Det. Insp. Grant will not describe 
his inquiries as a homicide investi-
gation. Foul play, he says, is just one 
avenue being explored. Suicide or an 
accident are the other possibilities. 

But Ron Grozelle has little doubt 
his son was killed. He further be-
lieves that more than one person has 
information about what happened 
and that they have so far kept silent. 

And while he is reluctant to dis-
cuss his strong "gut feeling" as to 
who may be involved, he is certain 
the original investigation was deeply 
flawecI- 

"My sense, if I could sum it up, of 
what I saw of the investigation was 
that if you don't want to know if the 
window is broken behind the barn, 
you just don't go there," he said. 

Police commonly encounter such 
a reaction among bereaved relatives 
and friends when a sudden death oc-
curs. But the letters Mr. Grozelle dis-
patched to the provincial coroner's 
office and to the OPP last January 
went far beyond listing complaints 
of incompetence or spinning con-
spiracy tales. 

Not everyone on and around cam-
pus is convinced there is more to the 
cadet's death than meets the eye. 

"I think the OPP is being silly," one 
military officer said. "They're just 
trying to score points by rehashing 
something the military police and 
Kingston police have already investi-
gated." 

For its part, the NIS vigorously de-
fends its investigation. 

"This was one of our larger files in 
2003-2004 and was given top priori-
ty" said spokesman Captain Mark 
Giles. "Every resource that a civilian 
police agency would have, we used. 
. . If there was a stone unturned, I'm 

not aware of it." 
Yet whatever the outcome of this 

second go-round, what's clear is that 
provincial police and the coroner's 
office are taking Mr. Grozelle's pack-
age of evidence extremely seriously. 

"He's a very logical man, a person 
prone to precise arguments. His 
questions are good questions," Det. 
lnsp. Grant says of Mr. Grozelle, a 
trained engineer employed by Union 
Gas since graduating from the Uni-
versity of Waterloo 30 years ago. 
"He's a concerned father whose son 
is gone, and he wants answers." 

Nor does the police officer dis-
agree with the grieving father's view 
that the truth about what happened 
is perhaps being concealed. 

An eight-month investigation pre-
ceded the decision to exhume the 
young man's remains from Green-
wood Cemetery, near Chatham, 
where he was laid to rest in a military 

9-2C 
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ceremony attended by friends, rela-
tives and 200 uniformed cadets. 

"I'm in a position where I can't be-
lieve everything I've been told be-
cause it doesn't add up," Det. Insp. 
Grant said. "The question is: Which 
parts are wrong?" 

By all accounts, Joe Grozelle was 
the kind of well-adjusted military ca-
det who had everything going for 
him. He played guard on the campus 
basketball team; he was healthy; he 
had no financial problems, and in 
his drive to become a logistics spe- 

'I'm in a position where 
I can't believe everything 
I've been told because 
it doesn't add up.' 
Detective Inspector Ian Grant 

cialist, his academic marks were 
good. Raised on a farm, he was a lov-
ing member of a large family, the 
Fourth of Ron and Minnie Grozelle's 
five children, and he had a long-term 
girlfriend. 

So it was no surprise for investi-
gators to learn that on the night of 
Oct. 21 last year, shortly before he 
vanished, he was apparently study-
ing in his dormitory room. 

With him, she said, was his girl-
friend, fellow cadet Melissa Haggart. 
She told authorities that after falling 
asleep, she awoke around 5:30 a.m. 
to find her friend gone; she spent the 
day anxiously quizzing friends about 
her normally predictable boyfriend's 
whereabouts. 

The Grozelle family was alerted to 
Joe's disappearance roughly 12 
hours later, with a telephone call 
from the basketball coach wonder-
ing whether there was an emergency 
at home because he had never be-
fore missed a practice. 

Reached this week, Ms. Haggart, 
now in her fourth year at RMC, told 
The Globe and Mail she would need 

permission from school officials be-
fore consenting to an interview. After 
that was given, however, she de-
clined to discuss the case. 

In a lengthy interview with the 
Kingston Whig-Standard in Decem-
ber, Ms Haggart described a mate 
who "loved life" and "loved me." 

Suicide, she said, seemed highly 
unlikely because "there wasn't any 
sign that stress was getting to him, or 
he didn't want to handle it." 

Yet that appears to have been the 
working theory of the NIS as they in-
terviewed the missing cadet's friends 
and associates. "When they were 
talking to me, they kept barking up 
that tree," said Craig Norman, who 
coached basketball at RMC and is 
now head coach at McGill University. 

"The theory they seemed to be 
working on was that he was about to 
get cut from the team and couldn't 
handle the pressure, and it couldn't 
have been farther from the truth. He 
was a third-year player who was part 
of the leadership of that team, but 
they kept barking up that tree. He 
struggled at the university level early 
in his career, but he had overcome 
those obstacles. It was so frustrating 
because Joe was a great kid and had 
everything so together." 

Seemingly, the NIS so focused on 
the idea that the cadet might have 
committed suicide that six weeks 
after his body was discovered Ms. 
Haggart passed a polygraph test they 
asked her to take in order to deter-
mine whether she had concealed a 
suicide note. 

As to whether Joe Grozelle some-
how accidentally slipped into the 
water and drowned, his family is 
skeptical because, contrary to some 
published reports, he was able to 
swim and had passed the basic test 
required of all cadets. 

Nor was there any good reason for 
him to be out of doors that night, 
since it was raining heavily. 

Ms. Haggart returned home to 
stay with her parents for most of the 
next two weeks, but came back to 

Kingston to speak further with inves-
tigators. "They were looking in 
dumpsters and places that I didn't 
want to be looking for my best 
friend," she told the Whig-Standard. 

Scores of officials, fellow cadets 
and volunteers did take part, fan-
ning out across land, air and water, 
aided by helicopter-mounted ther-
mal imaging equipment. 

The search drew a blank. 
Three weeks later, on Nov. 13, after 

days of fierce winds and rain, a pass-
erby spotted what proved to be the 
cadet's body, floating close to where 
the Cataraqui River flows into Lake 
Ontario. By the time authorities ar-
rived, it had drifted close to shore, 
less than a kilometre from the young 
man's dormitory. 

Later that day, at a Kingston hospi-
tal morgue, Ron Grozelle tearfully 
identified the body as that of his son. 
Along with that gruesome confirma-
tion, he sought answers as to what 
might have happened. 

In the weeks that followed, he 
says, none appeared to be forthcom-
ing. So he and his team swiftly 
launched their own investigation 
and within weeks forwarded their 
findings to provincial police and the 
coroner's office, requesting a new in-
vestigation and an inquest. 

Authorities responded positively, 
perhaps because Mr. Grozelle had 
unearthed information he found 
deeply disturbing. 

Scrutiny of his son's computer 
showed that at around 9:30 a.m. on 
the day of his disappearance, a disk 
had been placed in the floppy drive. 
Missing from the hard drive was any 
trace of computer activity from the 
previous 16 days, even though Joe 
had used the computer as a regular 
part of his studies. 

When a technician was able to lo-
cate and restore the computer files, 
something else emerged. 

On the afternoon and evening be-
fore he vanished, the cadet had been 
at basketball practice. Yet during 
that time, from 4:45 to 6:45 p.m, six 

files were created on the computer. 
These related to a law assignment 
the cadet's class was working on, due 
to be handed in the next day. 

"The significant part of this is that 
we feel that someone was at Joe's 
computer, typing something in to 
make it look like he was there," Mr. 
Grozelle said in an interview. "Basi-
cally, the computer activity does not 
support the time line of Joe's activi-
ties on the afternoon of Oct. 21 and 
the early hours of Oct. 22, as they 
were reported." 

'We feel that someone was 
at Joe's computer, typing 
something in to make it 
look like he was there.' 
Joe's father, Ron Grozelle 

Equally puzzling to Mr. Grozelle is 
that, according to him, the cadet's 
wristwatch and keys mysteriously 
reappeared in his room. 

But what particularly bothers him 
is what he saw on the morgue slab. 

Mr. Grozelle says the body was de-
scribed by authorities as "badly de-
composed," as was to be expected if 
it had been underwater for three 
weeks, drifting around the stony riv-
erbed and then surfacing in a storm. 
But he insists the body he viewed 
was anything but decomposed. 

On the contrary, he wrote in the 
letters that resulted the case being 
reopened, the body was essentially 
intact, "a bit swollen and his eyes 
bulging somewhat, but he was easily 
recognizable. Outside of some red-
ness from above his eyebrows . 
and a small red mark on his forearm 
. . . Joe was in perfect condition." 

Equally perplexing to him was the 
fact that his son was naked from the 
waist up. Gone were three layers of 
clothing—his T-shirt, polo shirt and 
a hooded sweatshirt — along with 
his trousers belt. 

"I dispute the NIS's contention 
that water currents could have taken 
Joe's belt out of the loops on his 
pants and that water currents could 
have ripped all his upper body cloth-
ing off without so much as a mark, 
bruise or break in his skin," Mr. Gro-
zelle wrote. 

His own conclusion: His son had 
almost certainly been in the water 
for considerably less than three 
weeks. 

The official, incomplete view in 
that regard is unclear. Not until 11 
days ago did Mr. Grozelle receive 
documents from the coroner's office 
containing two autopsy reports, 
written in May and July. Together, 
they said merely that his son's death 
probably resulted from asphyxia as a 
result of drowning, with hypother-
mia a possible contributing factor. 

But neither report offered an ex-
planation as to how, why or when the 
cadet might have drowned. 

In the renewed effort to answer 
that question, Det. Insp. Grant is 
hopeful light will be shed by the sec-
ond autopsy, to be conducted in To-
ronto on Nov. 25 by Michael Poll-
anen, director of the provincial coro-
ner's forensic pathology unit. Also 
present will be John Butt, a former 
chief medical examiner in Alberta 
and Nova Scotia, who has been re-
tained by the Grozelle family. 

At most, there are only a handful 
of exhumations in Ontario each year. 
"I've been in homicide investiga-
tions for a long, long time, and this is 
only my third, after 25 years on the 
job," bet. Insp. Grant said. 

Nor is there any guarantee the 
postmortem will be conclusive, he 
said. "But I think I'd be remiss if I 
didn't at least try." 

Mr. Grozelle is keener still. "It's 
been a tough year because I'm so fo-
cused on this," he said. 

"The rest of the family is trying to 
carry as best as normal. But for me 
it's something more because I'm on a 
mission. I have one shot at doing 
this, and it's happening now." 



Grozelle case full of puzzles 
The Kingston Whig-Standard 

Investigators exhumed the body 
of Joe Grozelle last week, hoping to 
find out why and how he died. We 
can only hope they succeed. 
Answers would certainly be a 
refreshing change from the mass 
confusion surrounding the Royal 
Military College cadet since he dis-
appeared and was found dead more 
than a year ago. 

Grozelle's case has been puzzling 
from the beginning: Just the fact 
that a young, bright, popular, 
apparently happy young man 
would disappear and no one would 
know why is the greatest mystery. 
All along the family has speculated 
that authorities were figuring he 
committed suicide, a conclusion 
they firmly reject. No autopsy 
results were released, despite the 
fact that Grozelle's disappearance 
and death received national atten-
tion and considerable emotional 
investment by Kingston, the com-
munity in which he lived. 

Another curious development 
took plabe in October, when RMC 
refused a request from its basket-
ball team (on which Grozelle 
played) for a moment of silence to 
mark the first anniversary of his 
disappearance. It was a decision 
that just didn't make sense. After 
all, only three things could have 

Other 
Opinions 

happened to Grozelle — a suicide, 
an accident or a homicide. Why 
would any of the three preclude a 
tribute? 

After a public outcry, the college 
relented, saying it was only con-
cerned for the family but changed 
its mind after the family declared 
its support for the tribute. 

Even the events surrounding the 
second autopsy are strange. Last 
week, the Globe and Mail ran a 
story that quoted Ontario's deputy 
chief coroner, Dr. Jim Cairns, as 
saying that the OPP believe the 
military and Kingston Police did a 
less-than-stellar investigation last 
year. Bill Closs, Kingston's police 
chief, rightly hit the roof. It turns 
out Kingston Police weren't really 
involved in the investigation, 
except to provide assistance when 
'needed. 

Cairns later apologized, but it 
didn't help the confusion. How 
could the deputy chief coroner of 
the province raise the possibility of 
a poor investigation but get a not-
so-minor detail of who yas conduct- 

ing it wrong? 
There's more. Cairns also told 

The Chatham Daily News that the 
initial investigation into Grozelle's 
death concluded he committed sui-
cide. That apparently was news to 
Ron Grozelle, the cadet's father, 
who said he was never told that. 
Another mystery: Did Cairns get 
that wrong, too? Is it possible that 
the family wasn't told? If not, why 
not? 

It doesn't end there: Cairns also 
said that the Grozelle family 
requested the exhumation and sec-
ond post-mortem. Ron Grozelle 
denies this, a denial that appears 
to be confirmed by the OPP in a 
recent interview. 

Which brings us to the present. 
In the best possible scenario, the 

family and the public will finally 
learn what really took place the 
night of Oct. 22, 2003, when a 21-
year-old man whose life showed so 
much promise disappeared, only to 
reappear three weeks later floating 
dead in the Cataraqui RiVer. 

Of course, the second autopsy 
may not provide answers. If that's 
the case, let's hope that the next 
best thing happens — that Joe 
Grozelle and his family are accord-
ed the respect and dignity of an 
investigation without blunders —
and with openness. It's what they 
deserve. 

Oatbarl Dai Nrim 
Monday, November 29, 2004 Chatham-Kent, Ontario 
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Military denies suicide conclusion 
NIS refutes claim 
by coroner Cairns 
By Erica Brown 
The Daily News 

The National Investigation 
Service did not reach any conclu-
sions surrounding the mysterious 
disappearance and death of Royal 
Military College cadet Joe Grozelle. 

Capt. Mark Giles, a public 
affairs officer with the NIS, denies 
media reports suggesting an initial 
investigation into Grozelle's death 
deemed it a suicide. 

"We looked at all possibilities 
and certainly suicide was one of 
them," he told The Chatham 
Daily News. 

"There was no conclusion 
reached." 

Ontario deputy chief coroner Dr. 
Jim Cairns has repeatedly told the 
media that investigators believed 
Grozelle killed himself. He said the 
investigation continued after 
Grozelle's family insisted suicide 
wasn't in the realm of possibilities 
and pushed for a probe by OPP. 

Grozelle vanished from his dorm 
room at the college Oct. 22, 2003, 
and was discovered in Kingston's 
Cataraqui River on Nov. 13, 2003. 

Despite intensive efforts to find 
the missing 21-year-old, investiga-
tors remained baffled by his disap-
pearance. 

The cadet's father, Ron Grozelle, 
has continually denied ever being 
told his son took his own life. 

"I was never, ever given any  

information in regards to what 
happened to Joe," he said 
Wednesday. 

Cairns' comments came on the 
heels of a rare decision last month 
to exhume the cadet's body from 
where he's rested for more than a 
year at Greenwood Cemetery near 
Ridgetown. 

Ron Grozelle said Cairns' revela-
tions upset the family, especially 
because it was the first they'd 
heard of any conclusions. 

"It added a certain level of frus-
tration to what we were going 
through," he said. 

"We found it rather unnerving 
and concerning." 

Grozelle said the exhumation 
and second autopsy, which hap-
pened Nov. 25, was done adequate-
ly. Dr. John Butt, a former medical  

examiner from Alberta and Nova 
Scotia, attended the autopsy on 
behalf of the family. 

"There was a thorough second 
autopsy completed, unlike the first 
one," he said. 

However, Grozelle said the fami-
ly is still no closer to finding out 
what happened to their beloved son 
and brother. 

"We are basically at the same 
position in our knowledge level as 
we were on Nov. 13 (2003) when he 
was recovered." 

Grozelle said immediate family 
members were present when his 
son's body was returned to his 
grave Nov. 26. The entire ordeal 
wasn't easy for the family, he said. 

"It's obviously bad enough the 
first time, without having to bury 
your child a second time." 
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Answers corning in Grozelle case 
Second autopsy 
results assist with 
police investigation 
By Erica Brown 
The Daily News 

Answers about what happened 
to Joe 'Grozelle are on the horizon. 

Ontario's deputy chief coroner 
Dr. Jim Cairns said the autopsy 
report is complete and the police 
investigation is expected to be done 
by the end of the month. 

"It's getting close," he said. 
"We're not anticipating any public 
statement at least until the begin-
ning of March." 

Cairns wouldn't comment on the  

results of the sec- 
ond autopsy on 
the foriner Roy0 
Military College 
cadet. 

However, he 
did say the sec- 
ond autopsy, done 
after Grozelle's 
body was 
exhumed late last 
year, was of great 
assistance to the 
investigation. 

Ron Grozelle,	  
the cadet's father, JOE 
said he has a copy GROZELLE 
of the autopsy report. 

"I cannot comment on it at this 
point because the investigation is 
still ongoing," he said. 

Ron Grozelle said after reading 
the report, he still doesn't believe 
his 21-year-old son committed sui-
cide. 

"I still am of the opinion that Joe 
did not do harm to himself," he 
said:, "I don't believe my son com-
mitted suicide." 

The Grozelle family continues to 
anxiously wait for answers about 
what happened to the cadet. It has 
been a long and frustrating wait for 
his parents and four siblings. 

"We're still looking to find out' 
what happened with Joe's mysteri-
ous disappearance and death," Ron 
Grozelle said. "The picture still is 
not complete." 

Grozelle vanished from his RMC 
dorm room on Oct. 22, 2003. His 
body was foUnd, 22 days later in the  

Cataraqui River near the college. 
The original autopsy listed 

Grozelle's cause of death as drown-
ing. 

Cairns said OPP continue to 
probe Grozelle's death as a coro-
ner's investigation, not a criminal 
investigation. 

He said a final conclusion will 
"be reached based on a combination 
of the findings of the autopsy report 
and the findings of the police inves-
tigation." 

Cairns said no arrests have been 
made in connection with Grozelle's 
death. 

"What, happens after this; 
depends on the outcome of the 
investigation," he said. 

Calls to the OPP weren't 
returned Wednesday. 
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Joe Grozelle's death remains 
a mystery 

Video may hold clue 
to RIVIC cadet 

Joe Grozelle's death 

Provincial police released a sequence of images from a security video that captured four people walking near the La Salle Causeway the morning of Oct. 22, 
2003, the day Joe Grozelle disappeared. Police hope to talk to the people in the video. 

Police seek six who may have information 
By Frank Armstrong 
Whig-Standard StaffWriter 

POLICE ARE APPEALING TO THE 

public to help locate six people who 
might help solve the mystery of how a 
bright, beloved 21-year-old.cadet from 
Kingston's Royal Military College end-
ed up dead in the Cataraqui River. 

In a surprise development yesterday, 
provincial police released images from 
a security videotape that captures four 
people walking on the La Salle Cause-
way early on the morning that Officer 
Cadet Joe Grozelle disappeared. 
:-Police are seeking two other people, 
from two other separate incidents, who 
may have information about his disap-
pearance and death. 

The move comes 16 months after he 
disappeared and three months after his 
body was exhumed for a second autop-
Sy by Ontario's chief coroner's office. 

"We believe these people still may 
have information that we need to make 
sure all the information we have is up 
to date and accurate," Sgt. Kristine 
Cholette said yesterday. 

Grozelle was missing for 22 days in 
the fall of 2003 when his body was re-
covered from the Cataraqui River in 
the Timer Harbour near Royal Military 
College, after weeks of fruitless 
searching by the military and police. 

He disappeared Oct. 22, 2003, and his  

body was found Nov. 13 floating near 
the La Salle Causeway, at a spot not far 
from the location where four people 
are seen in the security video released 
yesterday. 

A top student and basketball player 
at the college, Grozelle disappeared 
from his dorm room while writing a 
school assignment. 

The OPP, which is helping the coro-
ner's office with the investigation, 
would like to speak to the people de-
scribed in the following three inci-
dents in hopes they can help establish 
Joe Grozelle's whereabouts and move-
ments before he died: 

• Between 1 a.m. and 2 a.m. on Oct. 22, 
2003, four people were captured on a 
video camera by Fort Frontenac Secu-
rity walking eastward in the dark, to-
ward the La Salle Causeway and Royal 
Military College. The  OPP  hope they 
will come forward because they be-
lieve the four people may have infor-. 
mation that could help place Grozelle 
before his death. Police have released 
frames from the video. 

• On Oct. 29, a man at the Kingston 
Centre Canadian Tire store took down 
a missing person poster depicting Mr. 
Grozelle. He approached and spoke to 
an employee at the store's information 
counter and gave her the poster. The' 
man is described as white, about six 
feet tall, of medium build, clean 

Ron Grozelle says he hadn't heard 
about the provincial police's latest 
plea for help solving his son's death 

shaven, with dark wavy hair that 
slightly covers the top of his ears, 
about 30 to 40 years old, and wearing 
jeans and a Columbia jacket with black 
sleeves and a green or blue torso. 

• In December 2004, after media cov-
erage of the exhumation of Mr. 
Grozelle's body, someone called the 
Kingston Crimestoppers office and 
provided some information about  

three people who were in a doughnut 
shop the morning of Oct. 22, 2003, 
when Mr. Grozelle went missing. Po-
lice believe the caller may have more 
information that will help with the in-
vestigation. 

"We're hoping these people will rec-
ognize themselves or, in the case of 
Canadian Tire, recognize the descrip-
tion and that they will call in with in-
formation," Cholette said in an inter-
view "With reference to the Crimestop-
pers call, we're hoping that person will 
hear about this and call in and provide 
some more information." 

Cholette said the video stills of the 
four people walking toward the cause-
way are very grainy. 

"You can barely see there are four 
people," she said. However, she said po-
lice hope those four people will recog-
nize themselves and come forward. 

The OPP are assisting the Ontario 
Coroner's Office, which is leading the 
investigation. 

The information that police collect 
will be added to the coroner's autopsy. 
It's hoped it will provide a full picture 
of how Mr. Grozelle might have died. 

Cholette said police hope the people 
they seek may provide some answers 
that could wrap up a few important 
loose ends. 

Please see 'WE NEED, Page 6 



`We need to ... reach these people': OPP 

Michael learrheWhig-Standard 

Joe Grozelle's body was found floating in the Cataraqui River near the La Salle 
Causeway on Nov. 13 — 22 days after he disappeared 

Continued from Page I 

"It's to tie up a few thingS, but we 
want to make sure when the report 

' goes in that everything that can possi-
biy be submitted is subm itted and 
with these things outstanding we 
need to try and reach these people," 
Cholette said. 

"They may or may not have informa-
tion — we think that they do, but until 
we talk to them, we won't know" 

Dr. Jim Cairns, Ontario's deputy 
coroner, said Det.-Insp. Ian Grant, 
who's in charge of the OPP investiga-
tion, told him Friday he hopes to wind 
up the police investigation by the end 
of March. 

The autopsy Was completed soon af- , 
ter Grozelle's body was exhumed. 

Once the two reports are put togeth-
er, the coroner's office will reach a con-
clusion on the cause of death, Cairns 
said in an interview yesterday 

"The results of the autopsy will be 
released when the investigation has 
been completed." 

After a first autopsy, authorities said 
Grozelle's death was consistent with 
drowning. The young cadet's body was 

'exhumed and a second autopsy was or-
dered after the family pressed for a 
fuller investigation. 

The Grozelle family hired a forensic 
pathologist to independently view the 
second autopsy. 

Reached yesterday, Grozelle's father, 
Ron Grozelle, said he hadn't heard 
about the OPP's recent plea for people 
to come forward. He said he couldn't 
talk about the case. 

!`I can't comment on anything about 
that at this stage," he said in an inter-
view 

Grozelle's body was exhumed last 
November from Greenwood Cemetery 
in the southwestern Ontario commu-
nity of Ridgetown. 

Tests that would look for damage 
' such as deep bruising weren't conduct- 

ed the first time because pathologists 
weren't looking for foul play since mili-
tary investigators had ruled Grozelle's 
death a suicide. 

Ron Grozelle said he also felt the first 
autopsy wasn't thorough enough after 
going over the results with the family's 
own pathologist, Dr. John Butt, who is 
a former chief medical examiner for 
Alberta and Nova Scotia. 

Many puzzling questions remain in 
the case: 

• More than a year after Joe 
Grozelle's body was recovered, investi-
gators haven't released the results of 
the first autopsy. 

• The cadet's body was found floating 
in the Cataraqui River, yet a senior 
RMC official told The Whig while the 
cadet was still missing that he'd be sur-
prised if Mr. Grozelle ended up in the  

river since he didn't like swimming 
and wasn't a strong swimmer. 

• His body was shirtless. 
• He disappeared from his dorm 

room at 1 a.m. on Oct.'22, leaving his 
desk lamp and computer on, and with-
out his wallet and watch. 

• His girlfriend and family said he 
was happy and said he had no reason 
to commit suicide. 

• A week after he disappeared, a man 
in a boat reported seeing a young man 
sitting under the causeway wearing a 
hooded sweatshirt and light pants. Mr. 
Grozelle was last seen wearing a hood-
ed sweatshirt and khaki pants. 

• The night before Mr. Grozelle went 
missing, a young man matching his de-
scription was caught running naked 
through the A&P store on Barrie Street 
in Kingston. 
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2005 

Y PATRICK MALONEY 
ee Press Reporter 

A piece of grainy, poorly lit 
.surveillance footage taken the 

j, night of Joe Grozelle's disap-
pearance may unlock the mys-
tery surrounding the 

Ridgetown native's death. 
Though the tape — taken 

Oct. 22, 2003 — shows nothing 
more than four unidentified 
people walking near Grozelle's 
Kingston school, Royal Mili-
tary College, it's the time and 
place that's grabbed the atten- 
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Police seek information from two videos and a 
*phone call about cadet Joe Grozelle's death. 

Tape may unravel mystery 
tion of investigators. 

The four are walking near 
where the 21-year-old cadet's 
body was later found, just 
about the time he is believed 
to have gone missing, said 
eastern region OPP Sgt. Kris-
tine Cholette. 

"We need to identify them," 
Cholette said yesterday. "Even 
the tiniest bit of information, 
we could probably use it." 

The footage is one of three 
pieces of evidence released 
yesterday by investigators, 
who are anxious to find six 
people they say may know 
something about the death of 
Grozelle, whose body was 
found Nov. 13, 2003. 

Though his death was origi-
nally ruled a suicide, his body 
was exhumed in November 
2004 for a new autopsy. 

In 'addition to the four 
people on the Oct. 22, 2003, 
security video, police are also 
looking for: 
N. A man caught on tape in a 
Kingston Canadian Tire on 
Oct. 29, 2003, removing a 
Grozelle "missing" sign and 
telling a clerk about the disap-
pearance. 

See MYSTERY Page A2 

JOE 
GROZELLE: 
His 2003 "1;' 

 death was iTz.h 
at first 
ruled a 
suicide. 
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MYSTERY: Man seen in Canadian Tire footage not a suspect, police say 
From Page Al 

► An anonymous person who 
called Crime Stoppers two 
months ago to tell police 
about something seen in a 
Kingston coffee shop the night 
Grozelle disappeared. 

Investigators are "still 
attempting to establish the 
whereabouts and timeline of 
(Grozelle) prior to his death," 
a statement read. 

The security footage, taken 
between 1 a.m. and 2 a.m., 
shows four people walking 
toward LaSalle bridge In the 
direction of Royal Military 
College. Grozelle, estimated to 
have left his residence room 
around that time, was found a 
few weeks later, floating in 
the nearby Cataraqui River. 

The Canadian Tire man is 
described as white, six-foot-
tall, clean shaven with a 
medium build and dark, wavy 
hair, police said. He's between 
30 and 40 years old and on 
Oct. 29 was wearing jeans and 
a Columbia jacket with black 
sleeves and a green or blue 
torso. 

The man likely has "infor-
mation that is valuable," but  

Cholette wouldn't elaborate. 
His image won't be released 
because he's considered a wit-
ness, she said. 

"He's not a suspect," Cho-
lette said. 

The third — and most cryp-
tic — evidence announced 
yesterday was a plea to the 
person who called Crime 
Stoppers shortly after 
Grozelle's body was exhumed 
in November. 

The caller told Crime Stop-
pers about three people he or 
she saw in a Kingston coffee 
shop the morning of the disap-
pearance and may have other 
useful information. 

Cholette cautioned against 
assuming the latest autopsy 
results — which haven't been 
released — prompted this 
latest public plea. 

The initial autopsy found 
the cause of Grozelle's death 
to be consistent with drown-
ing. The body was exhumed, 
however, because investiga-
tors found some unanswered 
questions. 

Ron Grozelle, Joe's father, 
declined comment yesterday. 

IMAGE RELEASED BY POLICE: An image is seen from a tape, taken Oct. 22, 2003, that police say shows 
four unidentified people walking near Royal Military College. It's near where Joe Grozelle's body was 
found and just about the time he is believed to have gone missing, police said. 
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'OPP seek 
Grozelle 
,witnesses 
Information 
from several 
people may help 
solve mystery 
By Ellwood Shreve 
The Daily News 

KINGSTON — Police have three 
new potential leads in the death of 
Joe Grozelle — if the right people 
come forward. 

The Ontario Provincial Police 
issued a public appeal Monday to 
speak to people involved in three 
separate and unrelated incidents in 
the hope they can help solve the 
mysterious death of the Royal 
Military College cadet. 

The 21-year-old Chatham-Kent 
native went missing from, his dorm 
room in the early hours of Oct. 22, 
2003. His body was recovered in 
the Cataraqui River on Nov. 13, 
2003. 

Grozelle's father Ron learned 
about the OPP's request for public 
assistance when contacted by The 
Chatham Daily News Monday 
morning. 

"I really can't comment on any-
thing at this point," said Grozelle. 

The OPP Criminal Investigation 
Branch, which is conducting an 
investigation at the request of the 
Coroner's Office, is still trying to 
establish the whereabouts and 
timelines of Grozelle prior to his 
death. 

Media coverage of the exhuma-
tion of Grozelle's body in December 
2004 prompted a woman to call 
Kingston Crime Stoppers about 
three people who were in a dough-
nut shop on the morning of Oct. 22, 

2003 — the day Grozelle went miss-
ing. 

The type of information she over-
heard is "very sketchy," but police 
are interested because of the time-
line relating to Grozelle's disap-
pearance, said OPP Sgt. Kristine 
Cholette. 

"We don't have her name, 
because Crime Stoppers is anony-
mous," she said. 

"We need to talk to her to find 
out exactly what is known." 

Police are seeking the public's 
help regarding two other incidents: 

• Between 1-2 a.m., Oct. 22, 
2003, four pedestrians were video-
taped by Fort Frontenac Security 
walking east towards the LaSalle 
bridge, near the military college. 
Investigators believe these people 
have information that could be 
valuable. 

• On Oct. 29, 2003, a white male, 
approximately 30-40, entered the 
Canadian Tire Store on Bath Road 
in Kingston. He took down a miss-
ing persons poster of Grozelle and 
spoke to an employee at the infor-
mation counter and gave her the 
poster. Police also believe this man 
has important information. 

See GROZELLE Page 3 

"We don't 
(ask for 
public help) 
until we're 
sure we don't 
have any 
other way to 
go about it." 

OPP Det.-Insp. Ian Grant 
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investigation 

"We don't (ask for public help) 
until we're sure we don't have any 
other way to go about it," said 
Grant. 

He hopes the public appeal will 
jog the memory of those people 
investigators are looking for and 
they will call. 

At this point, the OPP is contin-
uing to treat this as a Coroner's 
investigation, said Cholette. 

The OPP is trying to ensure the 
information it turns over to 
Coroner is a "complete package," 
said Cholette. 

"And we feel from these three , 
incidents, we need that information 
from these'people to do that." 

The OPP asks anyone with infor-
mation about the people involved in 
these three incidents to call the 
Frontenac OPP at (613) 372-1932. 

Continued from Page 1 
Lead investigator OPP Det.-

Insp. Ian Grant said police always 
first try to identify people and wit-
nesses without public assistance. 

"A lot of times when we ask for 
the public's help, we get inundated 
with a ton of information," he said, 
noting this becomes labour and 
resource-intensive because it all 
needs to be checked out. 
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prior to his death 

phone call. The Canadian Tire man is 
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disappeared shows four build and dark, wavy hair, 
unidentified people walking police said. He's between 30 
near where his body was and 40 years old and on Oct. found at about the time he is 29 was wearing jeans and a 
believed to have gone miss- Columbia jacket with black ing.  

The security footage, taken torso.
"He's not a suspect," Cho-between 1 a.m. and 2 a.m., 

shows four people walking lette said.  
Investigators are attempt- toward LaSalle bridge in the 

ing to establish Grozelle's 

111±11±114.1116tealitilitilitlititillititillittillitlitill
itill have left his residence room said. 

.Grozelle was estimated to 

direction of Royal Military 
whereabouts prior to his College. 
death, an OPP statement 

M+111■1+7111i■I I   1111■1+.17111141■17111114■I 1+11:+rni■I 11

.

+7111■I III■I 1 ■limm.r.:11
.
11■4  :4:Rci:1::.  

• +E+itiiiiinfr+E+r+E+N+++Nr++++++++++ • • • . a • .N . • • • 01is . • v•  . • 111, 1 11  • III • • III 

pame imi-. mama ...6. ail win wins win miss r.dimm 'maw yam smilm• saihma ma.m aim rams Pon r-91 1'11 11'11 11•691 1•617 i•imm PEI 

sti C+.1  • +144,  1+1% m -,+.44,+.4 al+:+2 loomitv amitt, 
1411+"+"+"+"410"+"+VA+r1+1•P+LM '4'41  • I Pi+,  "Investigators believe without 

Stoppers shortly after Police received several 
Grozelle's body was exhumed phone tips yesterday but they 

did not elaborate on what the in November and told police 
+El 

11-1141

,

117  a Kingston coffee shop 

MI . _

about something she saw in callers said and would not dis- 

the 21-year- 
old cadet

1114 new information about the 
tapes. 

close if any of the callers had 
the night of Oct. 22, 2003, when 

"We got a steady stream, but 111111111 

Ililigiol 
disappeared. - the phones were not ringing 

Sgt. Kris off the hook," said Cholette, 
who was asked if any offered 
enough information to iden- tine Cholette 

said investi- +it  
• FP"  '  a 

t  on what 

tors are + g irli! people. 
tify any of the five other 

following up "I understand there are pos- 
the woman ii II 

 thing. Obviously, we will 
sibilities — that's a good . 

11 +114 told police GROZELLE: 
yesterday. RMC cadet's , LIM I 

 follow them up and find out if 
"Where it's the information is valuable • 

I 
Nov. 13, 2003 — three weeks 

III 

IL  1 
 leading, we 

don't know," 
body found on 
Nov. 13, 2003. mai . required because of that." 

Cholotte said. 

and if more investigation is 

Grozelle's body was found m
il 

il 1.1.1'  ; 'Mit..  4 MIMI; ill 11+111

after he was last seen in his  

4 11 III I I+ +111 

dormitory. NM 
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From Page B1 

Grozelle's death was origi-
nally ruled a suicide, but his 
body was exhumed in 
November 2004 for a new 
autopsy. Grozelle's family 
never believed he committed 
suicide. 

As part of an OPP probe 
into the death, police 
released three pieces of evi-
dence on Monday. They said 
they were seeking informa-
tion from two video tapes 
and the Crime Stoppers 

GROZELLE: Suicide doubted 
about that time. 

The second tape captured a 
man in a Kingston Canadian 
Tire store removing a 
Grozelle "missing" sign on 
Oct. 29 — seven days after he 
disappeared. 
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BY TIMOTHY APPLEBY 

Three months after the body of a 
Royal Military College cadet was 
exhumed for a rare second autopsy, 
there is still no compelling evi-
dence of foul play, the detective 
heading the investigation said yes-
terday. 

"I don't have anything that puts 
me in the realm of a criminal inves-
tigation at this point," Ontario Pro-
vincial Police Detective Inspector 
Ian Grant said. 

He leads a police team that has 
spent almost a year seeking an-
swers in the strange death of Joe 
Grozelle, a third-year cadet at RMC 
in Kingston. 

That could yet change. 
On Monday, the OPP said they 

were anxious to interview a series 
of possible witnesses who could 
shed light on how Mr. Grozelle's 
body ended up in the Cataraqui 
River, near downtown Kingston. 

That was in November of 2003, 
three weeks after the student mys-
teriously vanished overnight from 
his campus dormitory. 

He was reported missing on Oct. 
23, 2003. 
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emerge, Det. Insp. Grant said his in-
quiries could still turn into a homi-
cide investigation. 

"I am open to the idea that if in-
formation does come that puts me 
there, then I have to . . . deal with 
that." 

But as things stand, the probe re-
tains the status it has had since the 
outset — a coroner's investigation, 
which means foul play is not sus-
pected. 

Spurring the re-examination of 
events were the concerns of Mr. 
Grozelle's father, Ron, who has al-
ways doubted the original opinion 
of military authorities that his son 
committed suicide by drowning. 

Homicide was a more likely ex-
planation, Mr. Grozelle contended, 
in a thesis police said they found 
credible. 

But he did not seem optimistic 
yesterday that criminal charges 
would be laid. 

"Our hope at this stage is that 
we'll end up with an inquest at 
some point, to get the answers," Mr. 
Grozelle said. 

He has largely pinned his hopes 
on the second autopsy, carried out 
in November of 2004, after his son's 
Isruriv r 11,310 I Ir. ea., 1411 sati frnrim 

ing place near Chatham and 
brought to Toronto. 

This chiefly entailed taking X-
rays and photographs, extracting 
tissue samples and examining the 
body for bruising. 

The findings from that autopsy 
have not been disclosed to the Gro-
zelle family. 

Deputy chief coroner Jim Cairns, 
who oversaw the six-hour proce-
dure, said yesterday that the results 
will likely be released within the 
next month, once Det. Insp. Grant's 
investigation wraps up. • 

"Once they have finished their 
part of the investigation, we will all 
be getting together," he said. "The 
conclusions of this case are a com-
bination of the results from the au-
topsy and the police investigation, 
put together." 

For now, all Dr. Cairns would say 
of the second autopgy is that it was 
"very valuable.. . . We learned quite 
a lot. I'm just not going to say what 
that was." 

In the meantime, Det. Insp. 
Grant wants to interview six indi-
viduals who may be able to aid his 
investigation: 
■ On the night Mr. Grozelle disap-
peared, four pedestrians were seen 
on a grainy surveillance video 
Walking in a group across the La-
Salle Bridge, adjoining the military 
campus and close to where the ca- 
elesPe Urteivr ••resc• crtmlei 

'I am open to the idea that 
if information does come 
that puts me there, 
then I have to 
. . . deal with that.' 
Detective Inspector Ian Grant 
on the possibility of the death 
being ruled a homicide 

Between 1 a.m. and 2 a.m., the 
time frame in which he is thought 
to have disappeared, the four ap-
pear to have walked across the 
bridge to downtown Kingston and 
then back again. 
■ A week later, on Oct. 29, 2003, 
while Mr. Grozelle was still unac-
counted for, an adult male walked 
into a Canadian Tire store in Kings-
ton, removed a "missing" poster 
appealing for information, and 
spoke to an employee at the infor-
mation counter. 

The man is not a suspect but his 
remarks suggest "he had some 
knowledge of what was going on," 
Det. Insp. Grant said. 
■ Also sought is a woman who in 
December of 2004, phoned in a tip 
to Crime Stoppers about three peo-
ple she saw in a doughnut shop in 
downtown Kingston on the evening 
of Oct, 22, 2003, the night Mr. Gro-
'wile vanished. 

Police say foul play not determined after 
second autopsy, months of investigation 

THE GLOBE AND MAIL 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2005 

Cadet case still lacks 
a 

Royal Military College cadet Joe Grozelle celebrated his 21st birthday in 
the summer of 2003. He disappeared that October. 

criminal link 



The Ridgetown "From the Community - to the Community" 

Wednesday, February 23, 2005 

OPP needs your help 
KINGSTON, ON, Feb. 21 /CNW/ - The Ontario Provin-

cial Police, Criminal 
Investigation Branch, is continuing its investigation into 

the disappearance and death of 
21 year-old Officer Cadet 
Joseph Grozelle. The OPP is 
conducting the investigation at 
the request of the Coroner's 
Office. Grozelle, a student at 
the Royal Military College, 
went missing on Oct. 22, 2003. 
His body was recovered in the 
Cataraqui River on Nov. 13, 
2003. OPP investigators are 
still attempting to establish the 

whereabouts and timelines of the cadet prior to his death, and 
are seeking the public's assistance. 

The OPP would like to identify and speak to the follow-
ing persons from three separate and unrelated incidents, in 
the hope they may be able to assist in the investigation into 
the young man's death. 

1. Between 1 a.m. and 2 a.m. on Oct. 22, 2003, four pe-
destrians were videotaped by Fort Frontenac Security walk-
ing towards the LaSalle bridge. These people were proceed-
ing in an easterly direction towards the Royal Military Col-
lege (RMC). We are asking these four people to come for-
ward and speak to the police. Investigators are hoping they 
may have information that could be of assistance. 

2. On Oct. 29, 2003 an adult -male entered the Canadian 
Tire Store at 59 Bath Road, Kingston. This person took down 
a missing person poster of Joseph Grozelle. He then ap-
proached and spoke to an employee working at the informa-
tion counter and gave her the poster. The man is described as 
white, approximately 6 feet tall, medium build, clean shaven, 
dark, wavy hair, slightly covering the top of his ear, approxi-
mately 30 to 40 years of age; wearing jeans and a Columbia 
jacket with black sleeves and a green or blue coloured torso. 
This man is believed to have information that is valuable to 
the investigation. We are asking that this person come for-
ward or if anyone knows who this person is to please contact 
the OPP. 

3. In December 2004, after the media coverage of the 
exhumation of the body of Joseph Grozelle, someone called 
the Kingston Crimestoppers Office and provided informa-
tion about three people who were in a donut shop on the morn-
ing of Oct. 22, 2003. Officers believe this caller may have 
further information that will assist in the investigation and 
the OPP is asking thaf they call investigators to ascertain if 
more information is available. 

The OPP asks that if anyone has information that may 
assist with any of these requests that they please contact the 
Frontenac Detachment of the Ontario Provincial Police at 613-
372-1932 

I PROUDLY SERVING THE KINGSTON COMMUNITY SINCE 1834  I 
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Continued from Page 

The images are dark and grainy and 
;it's difficult to pick out the four people 
in the video, but they're clearly walk-

: ing toward town around 1:10 a.m. and 
away from town at 1:52 a.m. 

Cholette said at least a half-dozen 
OPP investigators were busy yesterday 
following up the leads they've received 
since police made their public plea yes-

, terday. 
She said investigators have had the 

video since beginning their probe last 
year, but have held on to it because 
,they only recently exhausted all other 
'avenues of tracking down the people 
.on it. 

"The reason it's being released now 
is we've tried other means to identify 
these people through interviews and 

Maat kind of stuff," she said. "We 
4fiaven't been able to, so that's why it's 
being released now" 

As well as the Crime Stoppers caller 
and the four pedestrians who walked 
along the causeway police are looking 
for a man who visited the Kingston 
Centre Canadian Tire store on Oct 29. 

According to police, he took down a 
missing person poster depicting 
Grozelle, then spoke to an employee at 
the store's information counter and 
gave her the poster. 

The man is described as white, about 
six feet tall, of medium build, clean 
shaven, with dark wavy hair that 
slightly covers the top of his ears, 

Provincial police chasing 
fresh leads in Grozelle case 

about 30 to 40 years old. He was wear-
ing jeans and a Columbia jacket with 
black sleeves and a green or blue torso. 

Grozelle, a top student and basketball 
player at RMC, disappeared from his 
dorm room while writing a school as-
signment the night of Oct. 22-23. 

His body was found floating in the In-
ner Harbour near the military college 
Nov. 13, 22 days later. 

After a first autopsy, authorities said 
Grozelle's death was consistent with 
drowning. 

Not satisfied with the investigation, 
the Grozelle family pressed for a fuller 
one. The young cadet's body was ex-
humed last November and a second au-
topsy performed. 

The family hired its own forensic 
pathologist to independently view the 
second autopsy. 

Tests that would look for damage 
such as deep bruising weren't conduct-
ed the first time because pathologists 
weren't looking for four play, as mili-
tary investigators had already ruled 
Grozelle's death a suicide, said Dr. Jim 
Cairns, Ontario's deputy coroner. 

Cairns said the Investigation is ex-
pected to wrap up by the end of March. 

At that time, the Ontario Coroner's 
Office will examine the findings of the 
second autopsy and come to a conclu-
sion as to what killed the former officer-
cadet, Cairns said. 

The coroner will also release the re-
sults of the investigation to the public, 
he said. 
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a surveillance camera at the top 
of a limestone building at Fort 
Frontenac, shows four people 
walking toward downtown past 
the fort. 

At 1:52 a.m., another video clip 

appears to show the same people 
standing in the same place ap-
parently talking to one another 
and then walking back toward 
the bridge and RMC. 

"It could be [the same people], 

but anybody walking there be-
tween that 1 a.m. and 2 a.m. peri-
od is who we're trying to find," 
Cholette said. 

Please  see  PROVINCIAL, Page 8 

Plea for help persuades 
caller to contact OPP 

Woman called 
Crime Stoppers 

about trio in 
doughnut shop 
night Grozelle 
disappeared 

By Frank Armstrong 
Whig-Standard Staff Writer 

n  NE OF SIX PEOPLE WHO MIGHT 
l.../help solve the mystery of 
how a 21-year-old Royal Military 
College cadet ended up dead in 
the Cataraqui River has an-
swered a plea from police to come 
forward. 

In a surprise development 
Monday, the OPP announced it 
would like to speak with six peo-
ple it hoped could help with the 
investigation into the disappear-
ance and death of Joe Grozelle. 

Four of the people police are 
seeking were captured on video 
Oct. 22, 2003,     the morning 
Grozelle went missing; one per-
son spoke to an employee at a lo-
cal Canadian Tire store about 
Grozelle on Oct. 29; and one per-
son called Kingston Crime Stop-
pers last December about three 
people in a doughnut shop the 
morning of Oct. 22. 

"The Crime Stoppers caller has 
called in ... and there may be a 
few other outstanding calls," OPP 
spokeswoman Kristine Cholette 
said in an interview yesterday. 

Cholette didn't have any other 
details about the woman caller 
except that she will soon be inter-
viewed. 

However, she said Kingston 
Crime Stoppers and the OPP have 
been answering a steady wave of 
calls from tipsters since Monday 
night, when police made their 
plea for help. 

"The calls have not been 
swamping us, but they're steady," 
she said. 

Yesterday, the OPP alsci re-
leased surveillance video clips 
and still images of four people 
walking near the La Salle Cause-
way between 1 and 2 a.m. Oct. 22. 

Police hope the four people will 
come forward because they may 
have information that could help 
place Grozelle before his death. 

At 1:10 a.m., the video, shot by 

Michael Lea/The Whig-Standard 

Provincial police hope  to  talk  to  any of the four  people  captured on video surveillance (below) walking 
across  this stretch of the La Salle Causeway early  Oct. 22, about the  time Joe Grozelle disappeared. 
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By Frank Armstrong 
Whig-Standard StaffWriter 

kOVINCIAL POLICE SAY THEY HOPE Pto wrap up by the end of this month 
their part of a coroner's investigation 
into the mysterious death of Royal Mil-
itary College cadet Joe Grozelle. 

"This thing has been going on for 
quite some time now and we want to 
get it done," said,OPP Staff Sgt. Kris-
tine Cholette yesterday. 
' "Everybody wants that." 
Grozelle, a top student and basket-

ball player at RMC, disappeared from 
his dorm room while writing an as-
signment the night of Oct. 22, 2003. 

His body was found floating in the In-
ner Harbour near the college oh Nov. 13. 

An autopsy concluded Grozelle's 
death was consistent with drowning, 
authorities said. 
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GROZELLE: Two autopsies 

Not satisfied with the investigation, 
the Grozelle family pressed for a fuller 
probe. Grozelle's body was exhumed 
last November for a second autopsy 

• 
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r 

The family hired its own forensic 
pathologist to independently view the-
second autopsy. 

Tests that would look for damage 
such as deep bruising weren't conduct-
ed the first time because pathologists 
weren't looking for foul play, as mili-
tary investigators had already ruled 
Grozelle's death a suicide, Dr. Jim 
Cairns, Ontario's deputy coroner, has 
said in published reports. 

Det. tnsp. Ian Grant, in charge of the 
OPP investigation, had hoped to wrap 
up the probe by the end of March. 
Ina development last month, the OPP 

released images from a security video-
tape that captured four people walking 
on the La Salle Causeway the morning 
Grozelle disappeared. 

Please see FINDINGS, Page 10 
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Findings still 
withheld 

Continued from Page I 

In hopes of piecing together the 
events surrounding Grozelle's disaP-
ilearance, police asked the four people, 
(fir anybody with information about 
them, to come forward. 

They also asked two other people, 
from two other separate incidents, who 
May have information about Grozelle's 
disappearance and death to contact 
them. 
! One person spoke to an employee at a 
local Canadian Tire store about 
Grozelle on Oct. 29 and another called 
Kingston Crime Stoppers last Decem-
ber about three people in a doughnut 
Shop the morning of Oct. 22. 
; Police said last month the person 
who called Crime Stoppers has con-
tacted police, but Cholette wouldn't say 
if anyone else had come forward. 

"The inspector isn't specifying what 
other callers called in already," she 
said. "I think he just wants to let things 
go and follow up on what he has re-
ceived." 

Although the second autopsy was 
Completed soon after the body was ex-
humed, Cairns has said the Ontario 
Coroner's Office won't release,ith find-
ings until after the OPP wraps up its 
investigation. Al that time, the coro-
ner's office will examine the findings of 
the second autopsy, come to a conclu-
gion as to what killed the former Offi-
c;er-cadet and release the results of the 
investigation, Cairns has said. 
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Grozelle probe nearly done: OPP 
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last year'. 
Cairns wouldn't corn n le at on the 

results of the second curtopay or the 
toxicology report. 

The coroner expects tomcat with 
OPP again ].dl six to 

"fS)i will. keep meeting until we 
feel everything ha f3 been 0.1t- 

ed," he SO id. 
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BY ERICA BROWN 
The Daily News 
The investigation into the disappearance and 

death of Joe Grozelle will likely extend into May. 
"We're still plugging along with followups and 

leads," said het. Insp. Ian Grant of the Ontario 
Provincial Police. 

Ontario's deputy chief coroner Dr. Jim Cairns 
expects to meet with the OPP about the death inves- 
tigation in early May. 

"That will be a private meeting ... to discuss how 
we finish the investigation," he told The Chatham 
Daily News. 

Grozelle vanished from his Royal Military College 
dorm room on Oct. 22, 2003. 

His body was found 22 days later near the college 
in Lake Ontario. 

The original autopsy listed Grozelle's cause of 
death as drowning. A second autopsy was conducted 
after the exhumation of his body from a Ridgetown 
cemetery late last year. 

Cairns wouldn't comment on the results of the 
second autopsy. 

"The findings and what they mean are dependent 
on the autopsies and the police investigation," he 
said. 

The coroner had originally expected to wrap up 
the case in early March. 

"It has taken the police longer to do what they 
thought was necessary," he explained. 

Cairns said the coroner's part of the investigation 
is complete at this point. ll-Iowever, he said it could be 
re -opened if the OPP's investigation makes it neces-
sary. 

Ile, won't know until the May meeting. 
In February, OPP issued. a public appeal to speak 

to people involved in three separate and. unrelated 
incidents, in !Tapes they could help solve 'the mysie-
nous death of the Ridgetown native. 
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Investigation 
into Grozelle's 
death drags on 
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By Erica Brown 
The Daily News 

Ontario Provincial Police con ti ri-
ne to probe the mysterious disap-
pearance and death of Joe (frozelle. 

On to deputy chief coroner 
f)r. J pi Ca Lt'All XI e th th.e o:Pp 
Thii.sday 170 go over the case. 
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By Erica Brown 
The Daily News 

The investigation into the disap-
pearance and death of Joe Grozelle 
will likely extend into May. 

"We're still plugging along with 
followups and leads," said pet. 
Insp. 'fan Gra:at of the Ontario 
Provincial Police. 

Ontario's deputy chief coroner 
Dr. Jim Cairns expects to meet 
with the OPP about the death. 
investigation in early -A/Lay. 

"That will be a private meeting • 
. . to discuss how we finish the 
investigation," he told The 
Chotham D OW 3. 

Grozelle vanished from his Royal 
Military College dorm room on Oct. 
22, 2003. 

His,body was found 22 days later 
near the college in Lake Ontario. 

The original autopsy listed. 
Grozelle's cause of death as drown-
ing. A second autopsy was conduct-
ed after the exhumation of his body 
from a Ridgetown cemetery late 
last year. 

Cairns wouldn't comment on the 
results of the second autopsy 

"The findings and what they 
mean are dependent on the autop-
sies and the police investigation.," 
he said. 

The coroner had originally 

t!')Z4 0C.1 

expected to wrap up the case in 
early March. 

"It has taken the police longer to 
do what they thought was neces-
sary," he explained. 

Cairns said the coroner's part of 
the investigation is complete at this 
point. Erowever, he sad it could be 
re-opened if the OPP's investiga-
tion makes rt necessary. 

He won't IS:1;101TV until the May 
meeting. 

February, OPP issued a public 
appeal to speak -to people involved 
in three separate and unrelated 
incidents, in hopes they could help 
solve the mysterious death of the 
Ri,dgetown native. 

[

Investigation continues intc 
"There are still further avenues 

that have to be explored," Cairns 
said. 

He wouldn't say what aspects of 
the case need further investigation, 
but did say OPP will continue 
interviewing people. 

Grozelle vanished from his Royal 
Military College dorm room on Oct. 

cti 0 

22, 2003. 
His body was found 22 days later 

in a river near the college. 
The original autopsy listed 

Grozelle's cause o:1 death. (cm drown-
ing. 

A second. autopsy was conducted 
after the exhu'mation of his body 
from a Ri dge town Co e te1 e 
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Man pictured. in 
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KNOW THIS MAN? Ontario Provincial Police want to talk to this 
man in connection with the disappearance and death of Muirkirk-
area native Joe Grozelle. The man, who police say is not a suspect, 
was photographed by a security camera at the Canadian Tire store 

. on Bath Road in Kingston on Oct. 29, 2003. See story Page 19. 
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By Erica Brown 
The Daily News 

In a rare move, OPP have. 
released the photograph of 
an unidentified witness they 
want to speak to in connec-
tion with the Joe Grozelle 
investigation. 

"We believe he may have 
information that could help 
us with the investigation," 
said Sgt. Kristine Cholette. - 

She said the man is not ai 
suspect in the case. 

OPP have been publicly: 
looking for the man since 
February, when investigators-
appealed for information 
about three separate possible 
leads in the disappearance 
and death of the Royal 
Military College cadet. 

Cholette said OPP investi-
gators are trying to establish 
the whereabouts and time-
lines of Grozelle prior to his 
death• 
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The photo was taken by 4 

security camera at the. -. 
Canadian Tire store at 5g-
Bath Rd. in Kingston on Oct:: 
29, 2003. 

OPP said the man tools: 
down a missing persons 
photo of Grozelle and spoke*  
to an employee at the store. : ' 

Cholette wouldn't sar 
what the man spoke to the ' 
employee about. 

"I don't know what exactly - 
the discussion was," she said. 
"Obviously it's enough to. I 
warrant releasing his photo 
and trying to track hint - 
down."  _ . 

Grozelle, a 21-year-old 
Ridgetown native, went 
missing from his dorm room 
at RMC in the early morning 
hours of Oct. 22, 2003. His 
body was recovered 22 days 
later in the Cataraqui River. 

The original autopsy 
report listed the cause of 
death as drowning but didn't 
explain how Grozelle got into 
the water. 

Cholette said when OPP 4.14.)- 
met with the Chief Coroner's 

"This one, little link was 
still missing," she said. 

It was decided, she said, to 
keep the investigation open 
and continue trying to locate 
the man. 

"Before the investigation is 
complete, we have to exhaust 
every possible tidbit of infor-
mation out there," she said. 

Cholette said OPP have 
been unable to identify the 
man through any of the usual 
ways, including mugshot 
databases. 

He is described as being 
between 30-40 years old, 
white, about six-feet tall with 
a medium build. 

OPP said the man is clean 
shaven with dark, wavy hair. 

He was wearing jeans and 
a Columbia jacket with black 
sleeves and a green or blue 
torso. 

OPP ask that this man, or 
anyone who knows him, come 
forward and contact the 
Frontenac OPP detachment 
at (613) 372-1932. 
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Thursday, May 12, 2005 • The London Free Press 

OPP release photo 
of Grozelle witness 
BY KELLY PEDRO 
Free Press Reporter 

' Police released yesterday the 
photo of a man they say can help 
establish the whereabouts of a 
Royal Military College cadet days 
before his body was found. 

"We feel there's something he 
may know that we need to make 
sure we know," OPP Sgt. Kristine 
Cholette said. 

OPP, at the request of Ontario's 
deputy chief coroner, have been 
probing the death of Ridgetown-area 
native Joe Grozelle since October. 

The 21-year-old's body was found 
floating in Kingston's Cataraqui 
River in November 2003. 

The man was caught on a secu-
rity camera at a Kingston Canadian 
Tire Oct. 29, 2003 — about two 
weeks before the body was found. 

The man took down a missing 
person poster of Grozelle and 
approached an employee. The man 
gave, the employee the poster. 

The man is between 30 and 40, 
' clean shaven, about six feet tall, of 
medium build, with dark, wavy  

hair slightly cover-
ing the top of his 
ears. 

He was last seen 
wearing jeans and 
a Columbia jacket 
with black sleeves 
and a green or blue 
torso. 

Cholette said he 
WITNESS: May is a witness. 
know about OPP first 
missing cadet. released informa- 

tion about him in 
January, asking him to come for-
ward. 

The Canadian Tire clerk con-
tacted police and told investigators 
what the man told her — which 
police are not releasing.. 

But the man didn't come forward 
and so investigators decided to 
release his photo, Cholette said. 

"We feel in order to exhaust all 
possible investigative avenues, we 
need to try and identify this 
person," she said. 

The OPP are asking the man in 
the photo or anyone who knows 
him to call police at 613-372-1932. 
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LOCAL NEWS 

Police appeal for help in cadet probe 

Who is this man. 

 

OPP released this photo yesterday of a man they'd like to identify and contact in connection with the death of RMC cadet Joe Grozelle. 
Police say the photo was taken by the security camera at the Canadian Tire Store at 59 Bath Rd. on Oct. 29, 2003.This person took down a 
missing-person poster of Grozelle. He then spoke to an employee working at the information counter and gave her the poster. 

 



Video surveillance  footage shows four people (circled in red) 
walking across the La Salle Causeway early on the morning of 
Oct. 22, 2003, the day Joe Grozelle disappeared 
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A week after Joe Grozelle disappeared, this man took down 
a poster of the cadet and handed it to a store employee 

ByTamsin McMahon 
Whig-Standard Staff Writer 

INVESTIGATORS HAVE TAKEN THE 
lunusual step of releasing a 
pAoto taken more than 18 months 
ago of a man they say might have 
information about the death of 
Royal Military College cadet Joe 
Grozelle. 
--:"We don't normally put out pic-
tures of people who are potential 
witnesses, it's just not something 
we choose to do," said OPP Det.-
Insp. Ian Grant, the lead investi-
gator. "But I'm at that stage." 

The man, who police believe is 
in his 30s or 40s, was snapped by a 
security camera at the Canadian 
Tire store on Bath Road on Oct. 
29, 2003, a week after Grozelle 
went missing. 

The man took down a missing 
poster of Grozelle and gave it to a 
female employee at the store's in-
formation counter. 

The two spoke, but Grant 
wouldn't say what the man said to 
the employee for fear it could 

GROZELLE: Died in 2003 

taint the witness's story if he 
were to come forward. 

Police stressed that the man 
isn't considered a suspect in 
Grozelle's death, but might have 
information that could help them  

determine Grozelle's where-
abouts and the timeline leading 
up to his death. 

The OPP put out a news alert in 
February with details about the 
man, hoping he would contact 
them. 

They also asked to speak with 
four people caught on surveil-
lance camera walking across the 
La Salle Causeway early on the 
morning of Grozelle's disappear-
ance, and a woman who called 
Crime Stoppers that same morn-
ing after overhearing a conversa-
tion between three people at a 
doughnut shop. 

Grant said police have heard 
from a woman and people who 
may have been on the causeway 
video, but have had no leads on 
the mystery man. 

Police wrestled with the idea of 
releasing a photo of someone who 
isn't a suspect and tried to respect 
the man's privacy, Grant said. 

At the same time, I still have a 
very good picture of a person who  

I'd like to talk to," he said. "I can't 
have a piece of the puzzle like 
that left undone." 

He expects the photo, which of-
fers a clear picture of the man, 
will generate tips. 

The man is described as about 
six feet tall, with a medium build. 
He was clean shaven and had 
dark, wavy hair slightly covering 
the top of his ear. 

At the time he was wearing 
jeans and a green or blue Colum-
bia jacket with black sleeves. 

Police ask that the man, or any-
one who knows his identity, call 
Frontenac OPP at 372-1932. 

Grozelle, 21, was a popular third-
year cadet at RMC when he disap-
peared from his dorm room early 
on the morning of Oct. 22, 2003. 

Military investigators and po-
lice conducted a massive search 
of the water and ground while 
RMC cadets handed out flyers 
downtown. 

Please see AUTOPSY, Page 4 

Continued from Page I 

Grozelle's body washed up in 
Kingston's Inner Harbour on 
Nov. 13, 2003, more than three 
weeks after his disappearance. 

An autopsy originally ruled 
that his death was consistent 
with drowning. 

Unhappy with the answers he 
was getting from investigators 
or suggestions his son might 
have committed suicide, 
Grozelle's father, Ron Grozelle, 
pushed for an independent 
probe. 

The coroner's office agreed, 
calling the OPP and ordering 
Grozelle's body exhumed in No-
vember for a second autopsy. 

The results haven't been re-
leased. 

Investigators met with the 
coroner's office earlier this 
week to review the case. 

The deputy chief coroner, Dr. 
Jim Cairns, said he expected 
the investigation would contin-
ue for at least another month. 
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Man says friend told him search for Grozelle called off 
Continued from Page 1 

Investigators said the man handed 
the poster to a female clerk at the infor-
mation desk. 

OPP investigators took the unusual 
step of issuing a clear photo of the 
man, snapped by the store's surveil-
lance camera, in hopes that he would 
come forward. 

Ecclestone said the man was sur-
prised when his picture was splashed 
across the front pages of newspapers 
in Ontario, including The Whig-Stan-
dard yesterday 

"He had no idea until the story was 
published with his picture that any-
body was looking for him for any rea-
son," the lawyer said. 

Ecclestone said the man immediate-
ly contacted police, who interviewed 
him for about 15 minutes yesterday af-
ternoon in Ecclestone's office. 

The man co-operated fully with po-
lice, who took a videotaped statement, 
Ecclestone said. 

"He's definitely in no way a suspect," 
Ecclestone said. "The police are not in-
terested in talking to him any further." 

The man spoke with The Whig-Stan-
dard yesterday from his lawyer's office, 

GROZELLE: Body found Nov.13,2003 

but declined to give his name. 
"He doesn't want his name pub-

lished, he has already had lots of calls 
and privacy issues as a result of the pic-
ture being released," Ecclestone said. 

"He wanted to make sure there was a 
story of equal prominence indicating 
he came forward right away and co-
operated fully with police and is not be-
ing sought for any reason." 

In an interview with The Whig, the 
man said on Oct. 29, 2003, he was head-
ed to Canadian Tire, where he's a regu-
lar customer, when a friend phoned 
him and mentioned that he had heard 
on the radio that investigators had 
called off the search for Grozelle. 

The man said he spotted a missing 
poster depicting Grozelle that was 
prominently displayed in the store. 

Believing the search had been called 
off and that investigators had possibly 
found•Grozelle, he said he felt the fami-
ly shouldn't be faced with photos of 
their son plastered all over the city. 

He said he took the poster down and 
handed it to a clerk and told her that 
perhaps the store should check 
whether the poster still needed to be up. 

"All he said was that the search had 
been called off and the poster may no 
longer be necessary" Ecclestone said. 

"He was just relaying information 
that was publicly available." 

Investigators from the Canadian 
Forces National Investigation Service 
didn't call off the search for Grozelle 
until Oct. 31, 2003. Police divers re-
turned to the search the water on Nov. 4. 

The body of the 21-year-old cadet  

washed up in the Inner Harbour on 
Nov. 13, 2003. 

The lead OPP investigator, Det.-Insp. 
Ian Grant, confirmed that police had 
interviewed a man they believed to be 
the person from the photograph and 
that they interviewed him at his 
lawyer's office. 

"We spoke to the unidentified man 
and we believe he is the right person," 
Grant said. "The person is still just a 
witness, nothing has changed." 

He said the information the man pro-
vided didn't raise any red flags for in-
vestigators and he didn't expect that 
police would interview the man again. 

"There's nothing untoward about 
the information," Grant said. "He did 
provide a logical explanation from our 
point of view" 

The man told The Whig that he put 
his innocuous comment to the store 
clerk mit of his mind until yesterday, 
when he was inundated with calls from 
as far away as Ottawa and Toronto af-
ter his photo appeared in the paper. 

The callers included one person who 
threatened to to turn him in to police, 
despite the fact investigators said he 
wasn't a suspect. 

When he realized he was the man po- 

lice were looking for, the man said he -.7 
immediately called the Frontenac OPP k,. 
and then called Ecclestone to set up the:  ,. 
interview with police. 

He said he called police so that the 
Grozelle family would have some peace 
of mind knowing that there wasn't j, someone out there withholding impor ,  taut information about their son. 

The man said he was upset that po- ' ' 
lice went to the lengths they did to find' 
him. Although investigators stressed'  
that he wasn't a suspect, he said people,' 
viewed him with suspicion after his-Ji 
photo was published. 

"A lot of people don't read furtheri 
than the headline, especially a big head-=. 
line and a big picture," his lawyer said. 

Grant said he still believes police did •. 
the right thing by releasing the photo. 

"You couldn't have an action of,, 
somebody coming in two weeks before.; 
Joe Grozelle's body was located and do. 
something of that nature - taking;. 
down the poster - and not say [to your- , 
self], 'Why would that person be doing 
that when [the search] is still going' 
on?' " Grant said. 

"But by the other side of the coin, I 
don't know everything that was done 
or the press that was out at that time." 



Grozelle family 
baffled by length 
of investigation 

ByAnn Lukits 
Whig-Standard Staff Writer 

IT'S BEEN ALMOST TWO YEARS SINCE 
his son's body washed up on the 

shores of Kingston's Inner Harbour 
but Ron Grozelle isn't any closer to un-
derstanding what happened to the 
RMC cadet or why a police investiga-
tion is taking so long. 

"So far, we have absolutely no infor-
mation with respect to what happened 
to my son," Grozelle said in an inter-
view 

"The only thing we are aware of at 
this point is that it's Joe that's dead. 
That's it" 

Joe Grozelle, a third-year cadet, disap-
peared from his dormitory on Oct. 21, 
2003. He was last seen working on an as-
signment at his computer around 1 a.m. 
His body was found 23 days later, on 
Nov 13, floating near the La Salle Cause-
way north of Royal Military College. 

OPP Det.-Insp. Ian Grant, the lead in-
vestigator on the case, said in a tele-
phone message yesterday that the in-
vestigation is ongoing. 

"We are still conducting interviews 
and doing testing and as a result of 
that we have to arrange meetings with 
the [chief] coroner," Grant said. 

"It's still a coroner's investigation 
and we don't have a completion date at 
this point." 

Regional coroner Dr. Andrew McCal-
lum was attending a special course for 
coroners in Toronto yesterday and un-
available for interviews. He sent a mes-
sage through his secretary to say 
there's nothing new to report on the 
Grozelle case. 

Ontario's deputy chief coroner, Dr. 
Jim Cairns, who's also involved in the 
Grozelle case, was at the same coroner's 
course. Cairns told The Whig-Standard 
last winter the police investigation was 
expected to conclude in March. 

Ron Grozelle said he's in fairly regu-
lar contact with investigators but "the 
information exchange is somewhat 
limited." 

"We're not getting any details as to 
what's going on." 

A year after Joe Grozelle was buried 
in his hometown of Ridgetown, near 
Chatham, the coroner's office ordered 
his body exhumed fbr a second autop-
sy. Although the autopsy results 
haven't been made public, the Grozelle 
family obtained a copy in January. 

Ron Grozelle said he can't discuss 
the report but suggested the findings 
were inconclusive. 

"The fact that it's taken this long and 
we've gone through two autopsies cer-

tainly, in my view, 
begs the question, 
'What's going on 
here?' " he said. 

The prolonged in-
vestigation sug-
gests that investiga-
tors also don't be-
lieve Joe Grozelle 
took his own life, 
his father told The 
Whig. 

"Obviously, in 
my mind anyway, this certainly con-
firms that can't be the issue here," he 
said. "There's got to be something else. 

"I don't believe it was an accident. I 
don't believe it was a suicide. So that 
leaves very little else, other than point-
ing to some sort of foul play or whatev-
er, and I don't know what that might be. 
I'm saying there's something not right 
with this picture." 

Joe Grozelle, 21, was a top student and 
a varsity basketball player at the college 
at the time of his death. He disappeared 
from his residence room, leaving his 
desk lamp and computer on, and with-
out taking his wallet and watch. 

His girlfriend, family members and 
fellow cadets have said he had no rea-
son to commit suicide. 

Ron Grozelle said it's possible the 
large bureaucracy involved in probing 
his son's mysterious death may be 
partly to blame for the delay in con-
cluding the investigation. In addition 
to the coroner's office and OPP, 
Kingston Police, military police, RMC, 
the Canadian Coast Guard, OPP dive 
team, and federal and provincial gov-
ernments have all been involved at 
some point. 

"All of us, the family, the RMC 
cadets, the school; the parents at the 
school, the public in Kingston who 
have been so supportive, and also the 
public at large, need to understand 
what actually happened in this situa-
tion, for everyone's sake," Grozelle 
said. 

"This is my objective. I'm hoping 
that by the investigation carrying on 
... we are going to get those answers." 

alukits@thewhig.com  

JOE GROZELLE 
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Police rule out foul play 
in mysterious death of cadet 

had not been in the water for weeks. 
And he questioned whether water 
currents could have stripped the 
corpse of its upper-body clothing 
and belt. 

'We all feel we've 
exhausted all lines 
of inquiry. . .1  
Deputy Chief Coroner 
Jim Cairns 

In November of last year, the 
young man's body was exhumed 
from Greenwood Cemetery, near 
Chatham, Ont., for a rare second 
autopsy. The OPP then launched an 
extensive re-examination of the 
case, with four investigators as-
signed to it full-time. 

Ron Grozelle, a career engineer 
with four other children, said yes-
terday that he knew the reinvestiga-
tion was drawing to a close. 

"But I don't know what that 
means, whether it's total closure or 
moving on to another phase, until 
we get a chance to talk to them. 

We've been waiting quite a while for 
a conclusion to this thing, and 
hopefully we'll get some resolution 
as to what transpired." 

A meeting with the Grozelle fami-
ly and their lawyer has been tenta-
tively set for Dec. 14, at which time 
authorities will share their conclu-
sions. Until then, Dr. Cairns said he 
is unwilling to state whether the 
original verdict of suicide had been 
reaffirmed or whether Joe Grozelle 
was the victim of an accident. Irf T, 

Joe Grozelle was an unlikely can-  Tf ' ' 
didate for military school, but was NE. 4:1. 
driven to RMC by his desire to play ) r 11 
basketball. The younger Grozelle's  iri . 
initiation into the new and strange ; '1•111  
life of the military school wasn't 
without its hiccups, but he is de-
scribed as surviving the demands at 
RMC, and then thriving in a tradi-
tional,s 

By his is
trict tm 

third 
 a

ye
o
ar
sp

, 
 here. 
he was named 

his squadron's sports officer, one of 
the top positions available to cadets 
in his year, and had begun to set his 
sights on being named the senior 
cadet in charge of his squadron. 

With a report from Michael Grange 
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BY TIMOTHY APPLEBY 

      

Foul play has been ruled out in the 
mysterious drowning death of a 
Royal Military College cadet whose 
body was found two years ago in 
the Cataraqui River near downtown 
Kingston. 

"We have one or two very loose 
ends to tie up . . . but the OPP have 
no reason to believe that criminal 
charges are involved," Deputy Chief 
Coroner Jim Cairns said yesterday. 
He met with provincial police for a 
three-hour discussion late last 
week. 

"We all feel we've exhausted all 
lines of inquiry, and we're now pre-
pared to sit down with the family 
and tell them what we think hap-
pened." 

On Oct. 23, 2003, Joe Grozelle, 21, 
was reported missing from his dor-
mitory on the RMC campus. His 
girlfriend told authorities that she 
awoke early to find him gone and 
spent the day anxiously quizzing 
friends about the whereabouts of 
her normally predictable boy-
friend. 

The Grozelle family was notified 

        

       

   

Mb. 

     

     

of his disappearance roughly 12 
hours later, alerted by a basketball 
coach wondering why he had 
missed practice. 

His body was found in the water 
three weeks later and the military's 
National Investigation Service, with 
help from Kingston Police, con-
cluded that he had probably com-
mitted suicide. 

But Mr. Grozelle's father, Ron, 
was skeptical, suspecting that his 
son had possibly been murdered. 
The decision to reopen the case 
came after Mr. Grozelle and others 
assembled information suggesting 
the initial investigation was incom-
plete and flawed. 

The focus of the elder Mr. Gro-
zelle's information was threefold: 
apparent interference with the ca-
det's computer on the evening he 
disappeared; questions about how 
some of his personal effects van-
ished and then reappeared in his 
dormitory room; and the near-nor-
mal appearance of the young man's 
body when it was discovered. 

Ron Grozelle agitated for more 
investigation, saying that his son's 
near-intact condition suggested he 
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Joe Grozelle, a 21-year-old cadet at Kingston's Royal Military College, 
disappeared from his dormitory in October, 2003. Three weeks later, 
his body was found in the Cataraqui River, near downtown Kingston. 

 

        



The ruling out of 
foul play in Joe's 
death no comfort 
By Erica Brown 
The Daily News 

News that foul play has been 
ruled out in the mysterious drown-
ing of Joe Grozelle hasn't brought 
his family any closure.. 

They still don't know what hap-
pened to the Royal Military College 
cadet when he went missing from 
his dorm room on Oct. 22, 2003. 

His body was found 22 days later 
in a Kingston river near the college. 

"I'm looking for the truth as to 
what happened to my son," Ron 
Grozelle told The Chatham Daily 
News Thursday. 

\I 
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2 — The Chatham Daily News, Fri., Nov. 18, 2005   

brozelles still looking for 
1_, - Trier — 

answers 
He said the family is anxious to 

meet with the coroner's office and 
OPP to "finally" hear about their 
investigation and findings. 

Grozelle said while he has heard 
that the coroner's office doesn't sus-
pect foul play in his son's death, he 
doesn't know what evidence they 
have to support their findings. 

"We'll just have to wait and see 
what they tell us," he said. 

The province's deputy chief coro-
ner, Dr. Jim Cairns, has said OPP 
have no reason to believe that a 
crime was committed. 

He said the investigators are 
prepared to sit down with the 
Grozelle family and tell them what 
they believe happened to the 21-
year-old Ridgetown native. 

The Grozelles are scheduled to 
meet with the investigators Dec. 
14. 

Det. Insp. Ian Grant, head of the  

OPP's investigation into Grozelle's 
disappearance and death, wouldn't 
comment on Cairns' comments. 

"The OPP's position is that we 
don't discuss the findings of a case 
until we've consulted with the fam-
ily," he said. 

Lt. Col. Rod McDonald, deputy 
director of cadets at RMC, who was 
the primary point of contact at the 
college following Grozelle's disap-
pearance, said having foul play 
ruled out offers some closure to 
staff and students at the school. 

However, he said, the college is 
still waiting to hear the final find-
ings of the investigation. 

"We've had no more indication 
than the general public as to the 
findings of any of the investiga-
tions," McDonald said. 

He said OPP interviewed a few 
cadets this fall but haven't been 
around recently. 

The National Investigation 
Service issued a statement 
Thursday after inaccurate reports 
that it had deemed Grozelle's death 
as a suicide. 

"The investigation looked at all 
possibilities including foul play, 
suicide and accidental and natural 
causes," Maj. Bud Garrick said in a 
release. 

"Although no possibility was 
ruled out, the NIS did not conclude 
that the death was a result of sui-
cide." 

The original autopsy listed 
Grozelle's cause of death as drown-
ing but didn't offer any conclusions 
about how the cadet got into the 
water. 

A second autopsy was conducted 
after the exhumation of his body 
from a Ridgetown cemetery late 
last year. Those results were never 
released. 

Friday, November 18, 2005 • The London Free Press  

Anguished Ridgetown-area 
father.  Ron Grozelle, still 
searching for answers two 
years after his son's mysteri-
ous death, said yesterday he 
won't believe foul play was not 
involved until the coroner and 
police prove it to him. 

The body of Joe Grozelle, 21, 
was found floating in 
Kingston's Cataraqui River in 
November 2003. 

Grozelle remained skeptical 
yesterday that Ontario Provin-
cial Police investigators had 
ruled out foul play in the death 
of his son, a .Royal Military 
College cadet. 

"I will not accept that until I 

BY JOHN HERBERT 
Free Press Reporter 

RON 
GROZELLE: 
"We want 
facts." 

sit down and 
view the infor-
mation," 
Grozelle said 
yesterday. "It 
all depends • 
what they 
show me. Then 
I will have a 
better idea 
what they are 
dealing with. 

"I don't want 
to know what 
they think 
happened. It's 

safe to say I want them to say 
what they know happened. 
Everybody can think things, 
but we want facts." 

See DEATH Page AS 

DEATH:  Police 
don't expect 
to lay charges 
From Page Al 

Grozelle said he expects to get 
those answers when the OPP 
investigators and Deputy Chief 
Coroner Jim Cairns meet with his 
family Dec. 14 in Toronto. 

Cairns said yesterday he will 
answer any questions from the 
family and confirmed the investi-
gation is complete. 

He said the OPP told him in a 
three-hour meeting last Thursday 
they have no reason to believe that 

,-criminal charges will follow. But 
...he said he won't discuss results of 
•Lbe investigation until he has 
calked with the Grozelle family. 

03)  

"We have one or very Dose 
iir4, ends to tie up .. . but the OPP have 
'7 no reason to believe that criminal 

charges are involved," Cairns said. 
"We all feel, we've exhausted all 

lines of inquiry, and now we're 
prepared to sit down with the 
family and tell them what we think 
happened." 

Joe Grozelle was reported miss-
ing from his dormitory on the 

`.RMC campus on Oct. 23, 2003. 
Grozelle was last seen by his 

girlfriend, Melissa Haggart, who 
told police she fell asleep about 
1 a.m. and woke up at 5:30 a.m. to 

-find him gone, his wallet and cell-
phone left behind. 

Joe Grozelle was reported miss-
ing that night when he didn't show 
up for basketball practice. His 
body was found 22 days later. 

Ron Grozelle has believed from 
the beginning that his son was 
murdered and has continually 
complained about comments 
attributed to military police, 
Kingston police and the coroner's 
office that his son either drowned 
or committed suicide.  

.Unhappy with the original 
:investigation, Ron Grozelle 
+ pressed OPP and Cairns for 
answers. 

A year into the probe, it was 
expanded to include an investiga-
tive team from the OPP, 
Kingston's regional coroner and 
Cairns. The team took over inves-

t tigating Grozelle's death in Octo-
; ber, 2904, when Cairns decided to 
• exhume Grozelle's body from the 
Greenwood Cemetery near 
Chatham for a rare second 
autopsy. 

Ron Grozelle said the family has 
waited a long time for answers. 

"We've waited two years, so 
what's another three, four weeks? 
It's not going to make a differ-
ence," he said. 

With files from Canadian Press 
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Joe Grozelle 

INVESTIGATION COMPLETED 

Grozelles await answers to son's death 
The family of Joe Grozelle may finally get the answers 

they've waited two years to hear. 
Joe Grozelle was 21 years old and in his third year at 

Royal Military College when he disappeared from his dorm 
room on October 22, 2003. He and his' girlfriend, Melissa 
Haggart, were working on an assignment when she fell 
asleep at approximately 1:60 a.m. and awoke at 5:30 a.m. 
Joe was not in his room and his wallet, keys and cell phone 
were on his desk. The fellow RMC cadet returned to her 
dorm. When Joe was not seen the next day and did not 
show up for basketball practice, he as reported missing. 

A 22-day water, air and land search for Joe ended on 
November 13, 2003 when a body was spotted in the 
Cataraqui River. It was Joe. During the search for Joe the 
Canadian Forces National Investigation Service was in 
charge of the search, but when the body was found and 
turned over to the Coroner's Office, the case was then in 
the Coroner's charge. 

Under the Ontario Coroner's Act, the Coroner can re-
quest the Ontario Provincial Police's Criminal Investiga-
tion Unit to assist with a death investigation. This investi- 

gation must answer five questions - who died; when they 
died; where they died; how they died; and the manner of death. 
The OPP Criminal Investigation Unit was called in by the 
Coroner to assist in the investigation in February 2004. 

The decision to exhume Joe Grozelle's body in Novem-
ber of 2004 was at the request of the Coroner and the Crimi-
nal Investigation Unit. The body was exhumed from Green-
wood Cemetery, Ridgetown for the second autopsy. The 
Grozelle family hired its own pathologist to witness the sec-
ond autopsy. 

Last week marked two years since Joe Grozelle's body 
was found. Ontario Deputy Coroner Jim Cairns stated last 
week that the investigation is now complete. The Coroner's 
office, and investigators with OPP CI unit are scheduled to 
meet with the Grozelle family on December 14. 

Cairns stated he would not comment on the findings until 
after they talk with the family, except to say that no criminal 
charges were likely. 

Joe's father Ron Grozelle has kept quiet and let investiga-
tors do their job for two years and now waits for their find-
ings. "At this point all we can do is wait. I'm encouraged to 

hear that the inves-
tigation is com-
plete... It's the first 
time we'll hear 
from the Coroner's 
office and the inves-
tigators. We're also 
hoping to get the 
documentation and 
information they 
have... We just have 
to wait and see what 
they tell us," said 
Grozelle. 

And Grozelle 
has a stack of ques- 

Joe Grozelle - 2003 
tions ready for the 
investigators too. "We'll see what they have to say; see what 
they tell us. If they can tell us how certain things happened... 
We're just looking for answers and we're ready to listen to 
what they have to say," said Grozelle. 

BY ERICA BROWN 
THE DAILY NEWS 

CHATHAM 

News that foul play has been ruled 
out in the mysterious drowning of Joe 
Grozelle hasn't brought his family any 
closure. 

They still don't know what happened 
to the Royal Military College cadet 
when he went missing from his dorm 
room on Oct. 22, 2003. 

His body was found 22 days later in a 
Kingston river near the college. 

"I'm looking for 
the truth as to 
what happened to 
my son," Ron 
Grozelle said 
Thursday. 

He said the fam-
ily is anxious to 
meet with the 
coroner's office 
and OPP to "final-
ly" hear about 
their investiga-
tion and findings. 

Grozelle said 
while he has heard that the coroner's 
office doesn't suspect foul play in his 
son's death, he doesn't know what evi-
dence it has to support its findings. 

"We'll just have to wait and see what 
they tell us," he said. 

The province's deputy chief coroner 
Dr. Jim Cairns has said the OPP have 
no reason to believe a crime was com-
mitted. He said the investigators are 
prepared to sit down with the Grozelle 
family and tell them what they believe 
happened to the 21-year-old Ridge-
town native. 

The Grozelles are scheduled to meet 
with the investigators on Dec. 14. 

Det. Insp. Ian Grant, head of the 
OPP's investigation into Grozelle's 
disappearance and death, wouldn't 
comment. "The OPP's position is that 
we don't discuss the findings of a case 
until we've consulted with the family," 
he said. 

Findings bring closure 

Lt.-Col. Rod McDonald, deputy direc-
tor of cadets at RMC, said having foul 
play ruled out offers some closure to 
staff and students at the school. 

However, he said, the college is still 
waiting to hear the complete findings 
of the investigation. 

"We've had no more indication than 
the general public as to the findings of 
any of the investigations," McDonald 
said. 

He said provincial police inter-
viewed a few cadets this fall but 
haven't been around recently. 

The National Investigation Service 
(NIS) issued a statement Thursday af-
ter reports that it had deemed 
Grozelle's death a suicide. 

"The investigation looked at all pos-
sibilities including foul play, suicide 
and accidental and natural causes," 
Maj. Bud Garrick said in a release. 

"Although no possibility was ruled 
out, the NIS did not conclude that the 
death was a result of suicide." 

The original autopsy listed 
Grozelle's cause of death as drowning 
but didn't offer any conclusions about 
how the cadet got into the water. 

A second autopsy was conducted af-
ter the exhumation of his body from a 
Ridgetown cemetery late last year. 
Those results were never released. 
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Inquest ordered for cadet 
A five-member jury will look for answers in the 
2003 death of 21-year-old Joe Grozelle. 
BY RANDY RICHMOND 
Free Press Reporter 

TORONTO — Five people 
will try to do what the mili-
tary, police and coroner's 
autopsy could not — solve the 
mysterious death of a military 
cadet from the Ridgetown area 
found in a Kingston river two 
years ago. 

Ontario's chief coroner, 
Barry McLellan, announced 
yesterday an inquest will be 
held into the death of 21-year- 

things will pan out. Hopefully 
we can move on, for our sake, 
for his sake and for the 
public's sake." 

Asked if a five-member jury 
can uncover information 
police could not, Grozelle 
seemed cautiously optimistic. 

"You never know what 
information might come out at 
an inquest." 

Police have been unable to 
determine a cause of death, 
but earlier ruled out foul play 
and laying any charges. 

After a meeting in Toronto 
with police and the coroner 
yesterday, Grozelle said he 
hasn't seen any information 

air   
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old Royal Military College 
cadet Joe Grozelle in Kingston 
perhaps as early as May. 

"There are still a great 
number of unanswered ques-
tions," McLellan said. "Maybe 
the jury may be better able to 
answer the questions." 

Grozelle's family welcomed 
the inquest. 

"We are pretty happy. From 
the start, we have been seeking 
the truth to what happened to 
our son," Ron Grozelle said. 

"We will have to see how 

QUESTIONS: Ron Grozelle says his 

family is still seeking answers in 

the death of his son, Joe, right. 

that would rule out any cause. 
"I am leaving all doors 

open." 
See GROZELLE Page C14 

National Investigation Service 
determines the cadet drowned, but 
doesn't  determine if foul play is 
involved. 

See CHRONOLOGY Page C14 
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2004 
January: Ron Grozelle insists his son.  
wouldn't have killed himself, as 
investigators have suggested, and 
presses for a new investigation. 

March:  Ontario's deputy coroner 
asks the OPP to take over the probe. 
from the Canadian Forces National 
Investigation Services. 

GROZELLE CASE CHRONOLOGY 
2003 
Oct. 22: Joe Grozelle is reported 
missing from the Royal Military 
College in Kingston. Military police, 
Kingston police, coast guard, cadets 
and family comb the area for clues. 

Oct. 29: An OPP helicopter with 
infrared equipment unsuccessfully 
scours the college area. 

Nov. 4: OPP  divers search Lake 
Ontario near the college. 

Nov. 13:  Grozelle's body is found in 
Kingston's Cataraqui River. An 
autopsy by the Canadian Forces 

:JC14 www.lfpress.com   

GROZELLE: Inquest will bring cadet's family closer to truth 
From Page C1 

Grozelle said he's also look-
ing forward to questioning 
witnesses through a lawyer. 

"It will allow us to be part of 
the process, hopefully closer 
than we have been." 

Joe Grozelle, a third-year 
student and basketball player, 
was reported missing from his  

dormitory on the RMC campus 
in Kingston Oct, 23, 2003. 

He was last seen by his girl-
friend, Melissa Haggart, who 
told police she fell asleep about 
1 a.m., and awoke at 5:30 a.m., 
to find him gone, his wallet and 
cellphone left behind. 

The cadet was reported 
missing that night when he 
didn't show up for basketball  

practice. His body was found 
22 days later, floating in the 
Cataraqui River. 

Since then, Ron Grozelle has 
refused to rule out foul play in 
his son's death and com-
plained about comments 
attributed to military police, 
Kingston police and the coro-
ner's office, that his son either 
drowned or killed himself. 

Inquests are called to 
answer five questions, the 
identity of the dead, where and 
when the person died and how 
and by what means the person 
died. 

The purpose of an inquest is 
not to place blame .or legal 
responsibility. The jury may 
make recommendations to 
prevent similar deaths.  

2004 (Continued) 
Nov. 25:  At the request of Ontario's 
deputy chief coroner, Jim Cairns, 
Grozelle's body is exhumed from 
Ridgetown's Greenwood Cemetery 
and sent to Toronto for a rare second 
autopsy. Results are not released. 

2005 
February:  Investigators ask that six  

people who may have information 
on Grozelle's disappearance — a 
mysterious caller, four people cap- 
tured on video walking near RMC 
the night Grozelle disappeared and a ;.-Jail 
man who took down a missing 
poster — come forward. 

Yesterday: Ontario's chief coroner, 
Barry McLellan, announces an 
inquest into Grozelle's death. 

• 
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Family hopes 
for answers 

Continued from Page 1 

Because there are a number of ques-
tions remaining, McLellan said it was 
decided that a jury might be able to 
find answers. 

"Certainly, this investigation and the 
tragic death have generated significant 
public intention, so the desirability of 
the public being fully informed, well, 
certainly that criteria is met," McLel-
lan said. "We felt with all of the cir-
cumstances here that it was appropri-
ate to call an inquest and the family 
was in full agreement with that deci-
sion." 

Members of the Grozelle family met 
with police and Cairns in Toronto yes-
terday. 

Grozelle's father, Ron, said he was 
"relieved and pleased" to hear about 
the inquest. 

"Hopefully, that might lead to some 
answers to some of these questiohs 
and help to answer what has'happened 
to Joe," he said yesterday afternoon by 
a cellphone while driving to the fami-
ly's home in R.  dgetown, near Chat-
ham. 
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Inquest called into Grozelle's death 
By Frank Armstrong 
Whig-Standard Staff Writer 

THE FAMILY OF A ROYAL MILITARY 
College cadet whose body was 

found in the Cataraqui River after a 
three-week search may finally get 
some answers. 

Ontario's chief coroner announced 
yesterday there will be an inquest into 
the death of Joe Grozelle, 21, who went 
missing from his dormitory on Oct. 23, 
2003. 

"We're targeting the start of the in-
quest near the beginning of May," Dr. 
Barry McLellan, Ontario's chief coro-
ner, said in a telephone interview yes-
terday. 

A date and location haven't yet been 
set, but McLellan said the inquest 

will take place in 
Kingston. 

The hearing, 
which will try to 
figure out how, 
why, where and 
when Grozelle 
died, will be 
presided over by 
Dr. Jim Cairns,,On-
tario's deputy chief 
coroner. Cairns 
and the OPP had 

led the investigation into Grozelle's 
death. 

They ruled out foul play. 
McLellan said Cairns did not get the 

job because of his work on the case, but 
because he is an experienced senior 
coroner. 

Inithe past, Cairns has spoken to the 
news media about the case, but McLel-
lan said he can no longer do so because 
of his coming role as the inquest's pre-
siding coroner. 

McLellan said when deciding 
whether to call an inquest, three crite-
ria were considered: 

• Whether the jury would be better 
able to answer where, when, why and 
how Grozelle died by hearing evidence 
at an inquest 

• Whether the public should be in-
formed about the circumstances sur-
rounding the death 

• Whether a jury might make recom-
mendations to prevent a death in simi-
lar circumstances in the future. 

• Please see FAMILY, Page 1 2 

Joe Grozelle was reported missing 
on Oct. 21, 2003. His body was pulled 
from the Cataraqui River more than 
three weeks later, on Nov. 13. 

Ever since the investigation by the 
Canadian Forces National Investiga-
tion Service wrapped up in 2004 with-
out coming to a conclusion, his father 
has pushed for answers. 

The investigation was reopened by 
the Ontario Provincial Police in March 
2004. Grozelle's body was exhumed in 
November from a cemetery near 
Chatham for a second autopsy, at 
McLellan's request. 

The Grozelle family has a copy of the 
second autopsy, but family members 
said they can't discuss the findings. 
They do say it's inconclusive. 

Ron Grozelle has told The Whig-Stan-
dard he believes his son's death wasn't 
an accident or a suicide. He has also 
said he believes the prolonged investi-
gation suggested investigators don't 
believe his son killed himself. 

Joe's girlfriend, family members and 
fellow cadets have all said he had no 
reason to commit suicide. 

farmstrong@thewhig.com  
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Coroner's Inquest into Grozelle 
death stirs mixed reactions 

Cataraqui River in Kingston 
on November 13, 2003. He 
was reported missing on Oc-
tober 21, 2003, from the 
Royal Military College 
where he was a cadet. 

The Coroner's Office 
must answer five questions -
who died, when they died, 
how they died, where they 
died, and the manner of 
death. 

"They had one of the five 
answers on November 13, 
two years ago when I identi-
fied Joe's body... It begs the 
question, what have they 
been doing for two years? 
They still only have that one 
answer from two years ago," 
said a frustrated father Ron 
Grozelle. "And they had a 
body to work with and a lot 
of times." 

"To me the inquest is -
they're just passing on the 
responsibility to five people 
to decide what happened. In-
quest juries usually just make 
recommendations to ensure 
that a similar death does not 
occur again. They need to 
know what they're trying to 
prevent again, don't they?" 

Grozelle wonders how a 
five-person jury could possi-
bly answer the four out of five 
questions that the Kingston 
Police, Canadian Forces Na-
tional Investigation Service 
(CFNIS), Coroner's Office 
and Ontario Provincial Police 
could not answer in two years 
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By Sheila McBrayne 
An inquest into the mys-

terious death of Ridgetown's 
Joe Grozelle is being met 
with both positive and nega-
tive feelings from the 
Grozelle family. 

"We have no objection to 
the inquest. It's our only next 
avenue to hopefully shed 
some light on what happened 
to Joe," said Ron Grozelle. 
"We want to find out what the 
investigators reveal and why 
two autopsies and two years 
later, we still do not know 
how Joe died... The inquest 
will hopefully be another op-
portunity to glean informa-
tion," said Grozelle. 

Although Grozelle is 
happy that the inquest will 
potentially bring to light in-
formation from the investiga-
tion into his son's death, he's 
skeptical of the outcome. 

"Our concern is that we 
are now in a position where 
the inquest will have five 
people (jury) determine what 
happened based on the infor-
mation presented to them... If 
they (Coroner's Office) 
couldn't come up with more 
than one answer to the five 
questions that must be an-
swered, how will these peo-
ple?" Grozelle questions. 

The Coroner's Office has 
been in charge of the investi-
gation into the death of 21-
year-old Joe Grozelle since 
h's body was found in the 

with their extensive investi-
gation and professional 
knowledge and skills. 

Dr. Barry McLellan, Chief 
Coroner of Ontario explained 
that the jury, at an inquest is 
charged to answer all five 
questions with the informa-
tion presented. "Even though 
at the end of the day one an-
swer may remain undeter-
mined, the jury as part of their 
verdict must make recom-
mendations to prevent simi-
lar future deaths," said Dr. 
McLellan. 

McLellan stated that the 
inquest will be held in the 
first part of May and will be 
held in Kingston. "We'll be 
sending out more information 
with exact dates and a loca-
tion in the new year," said Dr. 
McLellan. 

Presiding over the Coro-
ner's Inquest will be Dr. Jim 
Cairns, Deputy Chief Coro-
ner who has been overseeing 
the investigation. "He's one 
of our senior coroners... Dr. 
Jim did have some involve-
ment overseeing the investi-
gation," said Dr. McLellan. 

Grozelle and his lawyer 
will be at the inquest, with 
standing rights. "I will be 
there every day. I want to hear 
every single word that's 
said," stated Grozelle. 

"We've had two autopsies 
and no cause of death," said 
Grozelle. "It begs the ques-
tion, what's going on?" 

Joe Grozelle - 2003 

The positive part of the in-
quest is that the Grozelles 
will be able to hear what in-
vestigators have been work-
ing on for two years and have 
kept from them and the pub-
lic. "This should concern the 
public... The public should 
find it odd and unusual with 
this level of intensity and in-
volvement by the various 
agencies that they've come 
up with so few answers," said 
Grozelle. 

Grozelle also finds it odd 
that the OPP have stated that 
no charges will be laid at this 
time. "Charges? All they 
know is his name. They don't 
know how, where, when or 
why he died, how could they 
possibly lay charges until 
they do?" asked Grozelle. 

Grozelle is determined to 
find out what happened to his 
son. "We just want to know 
what happened. Whatever 
happened, happened. We just 
want to know," concluded 
Grozelle. 

1 



Grozelle 
inquest 
set for 
October 2 

Dr. Barry McLellan, 
Chief Coroner of Ontario, 
today announced that a date 
has been set for the inquest 
in the death of Joseph 
Grozelle. 

The inquest will begin at 
10 a.m. on Monday, October 
2, 2006, at the City of King-
ston Council Chambers, 216 
Ontario Street, Kingston. Dr. 
David Eden, Regional Super-
vising Coroner for Niagara, 
will preside as inquest coro-
ner and Mr. Al O'Marra will 
be counsel to the coroner. 

"We knew that it had been 
pushed back to this fall, but 
now we know the exact 
date," said Joe's father Ron 
Grozelle. 

The body of Joe Grozelle 
was found in the Cataraqui 
River in Kingston on No-
vember 13, 2003. He was re-
ported missing on October 
21, 2003, from the Royal 
Military College where he 
was a cadet. 

An inquest jury is man-
dated under the Coroners Act 
to answer questions about a 
death and to make recom-
mendations, if possible, 
aimed at preventing deaths in 
similar circumstances. 
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Joe Grozelle 2003 

By Sheila McBrayne 
The Grozelle family will 

have to wait a few more 
months to hear what hap-
pened to their son, Joe 
Grozelle, almost three years 
ago. 

The Coroner's Inquest 
into the death of Royal Mili-
tary College student Joe 
Grozelle whose body was 
found in the Cataraqui River 
in Kingston on November 13, 
2003 has been postponed un-
til this fall. 

"It's just another delay in 
the process. It's a bit frustrat-
ing with all the delays - there 
must be a lot of information 
there. It should contain eve-
rything from the military, 
Kingston Police, and OPP," 
said Grozelle. 

The Coroner's Office 
stated last December that the 
Coroner's Inquest would 
likely take place in May of 
2006, but because of the 
amount of information in-
volved by investigators, the 
inquest will be held later in 
the year. 

"They originally told me 
I'd have the brief in Febru-
ary and the inquest would be 
in May or June. Now, they're 
saying the brief won't be 
ready until June, so the in-
quest is postponed until about 

October," said Grozelle. "We 
just continue to wait and see 
what they provide us," he 
added. 

The Coroner's Office has 
been in charge of the investi-
gation into the death of 21-
year-old Joe Grozelle since 
the body was recovered from 
the water. He was reported 
missing on October 21, 2003 
from RMC where he was a 
third year cadet. 

The Coroner's Office 
must answer five questions -
who died, when they died, 
how they died, where they 
died and the manner of death. 
A second autopsy was per-
formed after the body of Joe 
Grozelle was exhumed in 
November of 2004. The 
Coroner's Office ceased its 
investigation after two years 
in November 2005 and stated 
that a jury-based inquest 
would be held. 

"The constant waiting is 
frustrating. If the investiga-
tion is complete, let's get this 
started," said Grozelle. "I 
wouldn't be surprised if it 
was later than October even... 
it'll depend if they meet the 
June deadline for giving us 
the brief," he added. 

Grozelle questions how a 
five-person jury consisting of 
regular citizens can answer 

the five questions that profes-
sional investigators could not 
do in two years. 

"I'm a little leery about the 
way it's portrayed in the me-
dia from the investigators' 
prospective - they say there 
are numerous questions yet to 
be answered. ALL the key 
questions are still to be an-
swered," stated Grozelle. 

Dr. Barry McLellan, 
Chief Coroner of Ontario 
stated that a date and location 
would be released later this 
week. 
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An inquest next 
month will probe the 
death three years ago 
of military college 
student Joe Grozelle. 

BY PATRICK MALONEY 
Free Press Reporter 

A complex coroner's inquest 
into the mysterious death of 
Joe Grozelle will start next 
month, almost exactly three 
years after the Ridgetown 
native disappeared from his 
dorm room at Royal Military 
College. 

The chief coroner of Ontario 
announced yesterday the 
inquest will start in Kingston 
on Oct. 18. Dozens of people —
some now scattered country-
wide— are expected to testify. 

"The circumstances 
surrounding this death are not 
straightforward," Dr. Barry 
McLellan said, adding the 
schedules of witnesses forced 
the original start date, next 
Monday, to be changed. 

"There's some inquests . . . 
that go on for one day or two 
days. This is expected to go on 
for weeks." 

The mystery surrounding 
Grozelle, 21, began when the 
third-year student went 
missing from his Royal Mili-
tary College residence in 
Kingston on Oct. 21, 2003. He 
was last seen by his girlfriend 
about 1 a.m. 

A member of the varsity 
basketball team, Grozelle was 
reported missing after failing 
to show up for practice that 
night. About three weeks 
later, his body was found in a 
Kingston river. 

Three years after the still-
unsolved death, the Grozelle 
family — which has always 
considered foul play a possible 
cause — is hopeful next month 
could finally bring answers, 
their lawyer said yesterday. 

"They are very, very 
anxious to get on with this," 
said Bruce Carr-Harris of the 

JOE GROZELLE: The body of the 
Ridgetown native was found in a 
Kingston river in 2003. 

Ottawa law firm Borden 
Ladner Gervais. "It's been a 
very long time coming." 

The family has standing at 
the inquest, meaning Carr-
Harris can ask questions to 
anyone called to testify. 

"They're very keen to hear 
the witnesses and ask ques-
tions and bring some light to 
what happened to Joe," Carr-
Harris said. 

"It's time for answers. It's 
long overdue." 

Ron Grozelle. Joe's father, 
expressed relief when the 
inquest was originally 
announced in March, but was 
tight-lipped yesterday, saying 
only he won't miss a single 
day of the process. 

Though the Grozelle home is 
in Chatham-Kent — more than 
500 kilometres from the hear-
ing site — the province won't 
cover any of the family's 
expenses while they're in 
Kingston, McLellan said. 

Inquest juries, McLellan 
said, do not assign blame, but 
try to answer five key ques-
tions about the death, includ-
ing who, when and where. 

The inquest is to start on 
Oct. 18 at 1 p.m. at the City of 
Kingston council chambers. 
Dr. David Eden of Niagara 
region is inquest coroner. 

pmaloney@lfpress.corn 
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Witness scheduling problems pushes start date to Oct. 18 
BY ELLWOOD SHREVE 
The Daily News 

The scheduling of witnesses 
has caused another delay in 
holding an inquest Into the 

.death of Royal Military College
cadet Joe Grozelle. 

The inquest into the 
vfuirkirk native's death was 

scheduled to begin Monday but 
?will now start on Oct. 18. 

"It's related to a scheduling  

issue for the witnesses," said Dr. 
Barry McLellan, Chief Coroner 
of Ontario. 

He noted the situation fre-
quently arises in complicated 
inquests, which this will be. 

McLellan said the presiding 
coroner tries to have evidence 
presented in a "sequential, 
organized fashion." 

Since a scheduling issue 
arose with the first few witness-
es, McLellan said the date was  

changed to ensure evidence 
could be presented in a logical 
sequence. 

The inquest into the 21-
year-old's death will be held in 
the Kingston council chambers. 
Dr. David Eden, Regional 
Supervising Coroner for 
Niagara will preside at the 
inquest and Michael Blain will 
act as counsel to the coroner. 

Grozelle's body was found in 
the Cataraqui River in Kingston  

on Nov. 13, 2003. The cadet 
was reported missing on Oct. 
21, after last being seen in his 
dorm room at the Royal 
Military College. 

Lawyer Bruce Carr-Harris, 
who will represent the Grozelle 
family at the inquest, said his 
client feels "it's unfortunate 
that there's a further delay." 

But he noted with an 
inquest being scheduled "at 
least we'll start to hopefully  

find some answers." 
Carr-Harris said the family is 

"hoping to get some insight 
into the (police) investigation 
and what it revealed, and 
answer some of the question of 
what happened to Joe." 

An inquest is intended to 
answer specific questions, such 
as where, when, why and how 
a person died through evidence 
presented. The Grozelle family 
hasn't been able to determine  

the circumstances of what led 
to their son's body being found 
in the Cataraqui River. 

If the Grozelles can't find 
out what happened to their son 
through this inquest, Carr-
Harris said they'll probably 
want to know why the authori-
ties don't know. He said this 
may involve looking at some 
the processes and institutions 
involved in investigating the 
matter. 
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Hearing is not mandatory 
Continued from Page I 

Ron Grozelle has also said he be-
lieves the prolonged investigation sug-
gested investigators don't believe his 
son killed himself. 

Joe's girlfriend, family members and 
fellow cadets have also said he had no 
reason to commit suicide. 

This week's hearing was called at the 
discretion of Ontario chief coroner Dr. 
Barry McLellan and is not mandatory, 

as it is in the case of someone who dies 
in custody. 

When deciding whether to call an in-
quest into a particular death, McLellan 
weighs three criteria: 

• Whether the jury would be better 
able to answer where, when, why and 
how Grozelle died by hearing evidence 
at an inquest. 

• Whether the public should be in-
formed about the circumstances 

surrounding the death. 
• And whether a jury might make 

recommendations to prevent a death 
in similar circumstances in the fu-
ture. 

The inquest has already been  de-
layed several times, in part due to the 
sheer amount of paperwork that is 
connected to the case and the number 
of witnesses who will have to be called. 

ielliot@thewhig.com  

Please see HEARING, Page 8 

Cadet 
inquest 
begins 

Grozelle last seen 
alive 3 years ago 

By Ian Elliot 
Whig-Standard Staff Writer 

MHE LONG-AWAITED INQUEST INTO 
1 the mysterious death of Royal Mili-

tary College cadet will finally open this 
morning, in the council chamber at 
City.  Hall. 

Nearly three years to the day since 
Joe Grozelle was last seen alive, the 
circumstances of his death will be ex-

plored by a 
coroner's jury 
just a short dis-
tance from 
where his body 
was pulled 
from Lake On-
tario. 

The 21-year-
old cadet from 
Chatham 
went missing 
from the RMC 
campus on 
Oct. 22, 2003. 

s io yw as 
pulled from the Cataraqui River 
following a three-week search. 

The hearing, which will try to deter-
mine how, why, where and when 
Grozelle died, will be presided over by 
Dr. David Eden, regional supervising 
coroner for Niagara. 

The disappearance has been investi-
gated by city, provincial police and mil-
itary investigators, and it is still not 
known how Grozelle ended up in the 
water. 

The cadet's body was exhumed in 
2004 for a second autopsy but the 
results were said to be inconclu-
sive. 

Grozelle's family, particularly his fa-
ther, Ron, has been pushing hard for 
an inquest to try to answer the ques-
tions surrounding the young man's 
death. 

Ron Grozelle has told The Whig he 
believes his son's death wasn't an acci-
dent or a suicide. 

the lontionket Press  Wednesday, October 18, 2006 
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Grozelle inquest inquest set to start 
1 

GROZELLE: 
Royal 
Military 
College 
student 
found in 
Cataraqui 
River in 
November 
2003. 

The Ridgetown-area 
native's death in 
Kingston remains 
shrouded in mystery. 

BY PATRICK MALONEY 
Free Press Reporter 

The family of Joe Grozelle, 
vexed for three years by his 
mysterious death and disap-
pearance, may finally find 
answers at an inquest starting 
today, their lawyer hopes. 

The long-awaited inquest's 
first witness will be a patholo-
gist who examined the body of 
Grozelle, a 21-year-old 
Ridgetown-area native who 
disappeared from his dorm 
room at Kingston's Royal Mili-
tary College in October 2003. 

"It will be an emotional 
experience, but the family's 
ready," said Ottawa lawyer 
Bruce Carr-Harris, who repre-
sents the Grozelle family. 

"They're ready to see how 
the investigation proceeded 
and what was done and what 

was not done." 
Grozelle, who played basket- 

ball at RMC, disappeared from 
•his residence early on Oct. 21, 
2003, and was found dead in a 
nearby river three weeks 
later. 

Despite several investiga-
tions — and the exhumation of 
his body in November 2004 —
the cause of Grozelle's death, 
and how he wound up in the 
Cataraqui River, has 
remained a mystery. 

His family, however, has 
repeatedly said suicide isn't 

an explanation and pointed to 
foul play as a possibility. 

"They'll be very focused on 
trying to get some of the 
answers to their questions," 
Carr-Harris said. 

Ron Grozelle, Joe's father, 
has declined comment on the 
case recently, saying only he 
will attend every day of the 
hearing. 

The testimony of Dr. 
Michael Pollanen, who per-
formed an autopsy on 
Grozelle, will begin tomorrow 
morning, said Michael Blain, 

the coroner's counsel oversee-
ing the inquest. 

Today's opening hours will 
be spent establishing the 
jury's role, he said. 

An inquest isn't called to 
assign blame but to answer 
five pre-established questions, 
including who died, when they 
died and how they died. 

Dr. David Eden will act as 
inquest coroner. The process 
starts today at 1 p.m. inside 
the City of Kingston council 
chambers. 

pmaloney@lfpress.com  



GROZELLE: 
Cause of death 
being probed. 

GROZELLE: Coroner 
denies family's motion 
From Page C1 

Michael Pollanen, slated to testify this morning, 
performed an autopsy on Grozelle, 21, a year after he k-.t 
disappeared from his Kingston dorm room. 

But Bruce Carr-Harris, the Grozelle family lawyer, 0 
indicated he plans to critique the initial autopsy later 
in the inquest. 

Pollanen's opening testimony would be "out of 
(chronological) order" and unfair, he argued. 

"He may unconsciously tell the story in a way that 
unconsciously favours the coroner's office," Carr-
Harris said, adding he respects Pollanen's work. 

"This issue is a matter of fairness. (The Grozelles) 
want to make sure that after all this long wait, they 
get a full and fair hearing." 

David Eden, who is overseeing the inquest, turned 
down Carr-Harris's motion. • 

Joe Grozelle, a third-year cadet and varsity basket-
ball player at Royal Military College, disappeared 
from his dorm room early on Oct. 22, 2003 — a Wednes- 
day — and was found three weeks later. NJ- 

Despite several investigations, the circumstances 
surrounding his death remain a mystery, one that still t 
hangs over his former school three years later. 

A stone's throw from campus, a picture of a smiling AI 
Grozelle sat near the water's edge yesterday, wrapped \.) 
in plastic and surrounded by bouquets of purple and 
pink flowers. 

From his nearby office, RMC's athletic director has 
seen the unofficial memorial for much of his two years 
at the school. 

"I have no idea who puts them there," Darren Cates 
said, adding the popular athlete's death is far from 
forgotten on campus. 

"It's never left us. Like the family and everyone 
else, we just want the questions answered." 

The Grozelle mystery remains a high-profile story 
here, heightened by the inquest expected to hear from 
dozens of witnesses. 

Among them will be Melissa Haggart, Grozelle's 
girlfriend at the time of his death and the last known 
person to see hith alive, in his dorm room. 
pmaloney@lfpress.com A - t 
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GROZELLE: Inquest to last weeks 
From Page B1 

Though Pollanen said drowning 
couldn't be determined as the cause 
— adding it also shouldn't be ruled 
out — he did offer a "speculative 
possibility" for one of the more 
bizarre aspects of this mystery. • 

When he was found, Grozelle was 
clothed only on the lower half of his 
body. Pollanen said victims of 
hypothermia often go through 
"paradoxical undressing" before 
dying, tearing off their clothes. 

For the most part, however, Polla-
nen, who joined the probe a year 
after it began, could offer few defini-
tive answers yesterday. 

In his opinion, the cause of death 
should remain undetermihed. 

This isn't the first time Pollanen 
has been involved in a local mys- 

tery: In June, he testified on behalf 
of Steven Truscott, arguing the 
accepted time of Lynne Harper's 
slaying may have been mistaken in 
the original probe. 

The Grozelle family has repeat-
edly said they hope to find concrete 
answers over the next month, so yes-
terday's opening testimony may 
have been discouraging for the 
dozen relatives in attendance. 

Examiners' inability to "make a 
firm conclusion" on their findings is 
"a common theme in this matter," 
Pollanen said. 

"A common theme in my testi-
mony seems to be 'I don't know,' " 
he said. 

The inquest, expected to last until 
the end of November, resumes 
Monday. 

pmaloney@lfpress.com  

BY PATRICK MALONEY 
Free Press Reporter 

See GROZELLE Page C12 

ter, I don't 
know," his 
father, Ron 
Grozelle, said 
before enter- 
ing the 
inquest at 
Kingston city 
hall yesterday 
with 10 family 

GROZELLE: members. 
Death in 2003 "It's been a 
a mystery. frustrating 

three years." 
The coroner's inquest, 

expected to last until late 
November, opened with a 
tense tone yesterday as the 
Grozelle camp expressed 
concern over the expected first 
witness. 

Family hopes inquest 
will be 'final chapter' 

KINGSTON — It isn't far 
from here — where flowers 
still mark the spot Joe 
Grozelle's body washed ashore 
— to the inquest that may be 
his family's final push for 
answers. 

While the two-minute drive 
between the Kingston shore-
line and the inquest, which 
started yesterday, is straight-
forward, the mystery 
surrounding the Ridgetown 
native's death in 2003 is not. 

It's been a rough ride for his 
family, marked by two autop-
sies, 3,000 police documents 
and one unanswered question: 
What happened? 

"This may be the final chap- 

ury told injury rely occurre acT er elledied 
BY PATRICK MALONEY 044,. 11:640  struggle or fight, downplaying the 
Free Press Reporter photos that alarmed the Grozelle 

family. 
"Is this a bruise on the lip? It 

might be an injury," said Polla-
nen, who performed a post-
exhumation autopsy on Grozelle. 
"I rather suspect it might be a 
post-mortem change" to his body. 

The body of the Royal Military 
College student was found in 
November 2003. One year later, 
Pollanen performed the second 
autopsy that included a detailed  

examination of facial tissues. 
"I found no evidence of injuries 

in those tissues," he testified yes-
terday. "All of the inspections . . . 
reveal no evidence of injuries." 

But Bruce Carr-Harris, the 
lawyer for the Grozelles, read a 
forensic dentist's report that 
stated physical trauma is "the 
most likely cause" of the lip's 
discolouration. 

The pictures in question were 
taken during the first autopsy, 
performed at a Kingston hospital.  

Photos taken while Grozelle was 
alive show the tooth — an upper-
right incisor — intact. 

The Grozelle camp tried unsuc-
cessfully to block Pollanen from 
being the inquest's opening wit-
ness. Carr-Harris said the testi-
mony would be "out of (chrono-
logical) order." 

Dr. David Eden, who is oversee-
ing the inquest, turned down the 
motion Wednesday. 

Grozelle, a third-year business 
administration student and var- 

sity basketball player at RMC, dis-
appeared from his dorm room 
almost exactly three years ago —
Oct. 22, 2003 — and washed ashore 
near the school three weeks later. 

Though investigators have 
essentially ruled out foul play, no 
definitive cause of death has been 
established. The Grozelle family, 
led by Joe's father, Ron, have long 
maintained suspicions about how 
Joe Grozelle died. 

See GROZELLE Page B4 

KINGSTON - The chipped tooth 
and scuffed lip seen in Joe 
Grozelle autopsy pictures aren't 
necessarily the result of pre-death 
injuries, a noted expert testified 
here yesterday. 

Michael Pollanen, Ontario's 
chief forensic pathologist, told an 
inquest into the Ridgetown 
native's death the mouth marks 
probably don't indicate a physical 
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GROZELLE INQUEST BEGINS 

LOCAL NEWS 

`This may be the final 
chapter ... I don't know' 

Ian MacAlpmen he Whig-Standard 

Ron and Minnie Grozelle walk from their hotel to City Hall yesterday for the first day of an inquest into the death of 

their con, Joe, a Royal Military College cadet. Joe Grozelle disappeared on Oct. 22, 2003. 

By Brock Harrison 
Whig-Standard Staff Writer 

mHE INQUEST INTO THE MYSTERIOUS 
I death of RMC cadet Joe Grozelle 

began with controversy yesterday as 
the Grozelle family's lawyer attempted 
to block the testimony of a key wit-
ness. 

Ontario's chief pathologist, Dr. 
Michael Pollanen, will present his evi-
dence to the inquiry today, much to the 
dismay of lawyer Bruce Carr-Harris. 

Carr-Harris tried yesterday to  

push back Pollanen's testimony, al-
leging that Pollanen's evidence will 
favour the Office of the Ontario 
Chief Coroner, which is holding the 
inquest, because he is employed by 
that office. 

Carr-Harris suggested Pollanen's 
testimony may try to cover up what he,  
calls some "questionable conduct" on 
the coroner's behalf during the investi-
gation. 

"The jury may get, because of the 
prestige and power of Dr. Pollanen, a  

view of the evideiicc which will taint 
their view of evidence down theroad," 
Carr-Harris said. 

The Grozelles' lawyer also said that 
because Pollanen conducted the sec-
ond autopsy on Joe Grozelle's body, 
which was exhumed in November 
2004 for that purpose, his testimony 
should be pushed back in favour of a 
chronological presentation of the evi-
dence. 

Please see 'THIS MAY,' Page 7  

Continued from Page 

The long-awaited inquest to find out 
how Grozelle, a 21-year-old from 
Ridgetown, Ont. near Chatham, ended 
up face-down in the Cataraqui River 
three weeks after disappearing from 
his dormitory on Oct. 22, 2003, began 
yesterday afternoon at City Hall's 
council chambers. 

Dr..David Eden, the Niagara region 
coroner presiding over the inquest, 
struck down Carr-Harris's request to 
change the order of the witnesses, call-
ing it "puzzling." 

Lawyers for the federal attorney gen-
eral's office and the Kingston Police 
Department, organizations that were 
involved in the investigation following 
Grozelle's death, also condemned the 
request. 

"This may stop the inquest before it 
gets started," said Gregory Tzeme-
nakis, the attorney general's lawyer, 
adding that a rescheduling of Polla-
nen's testimony would dislodge the or-
der of witnesses, delaying the inquest 
further. 

"He's trying to impose his preferred 
order of witnesses." 

Brian Abrams, lawyer for Kingston 
police, called Carr-Harris's request 
"unprecedented," and said Pollanen's 
testimony would serve to eliminate 
some scenarios right off the bat. 

"It delimits the scope of the inquest, 
so we are not pursuing matters that are 
not relevant," he said. 

A five-member jury - comprised of 
two women and three men - was af-
firmed in front of 10 of Grozelle's clos-
est relatives. His mother, Minnie 
Grozelle, along with an aunt and seven 
brothers, sisters and cousins, sat in the 
chamber's public gallery. His father, 
Ron Grozelle, sat with the family's 
lawyers. 

"This may be the final chapter, I don't 
know," Ron Grozelle told reporters 
outside city hall before the day's pro-
ceedings began. "It's been a frustrating 
three years for us." 

Ron Grozelle has said publicly on 
many occasions that he doesn't believe 
his son's death was an accident or a 
suicide. He has been pushing hard for 
an inquest to answer the family's ques-
tions surrounding Joe's death. 

"We're three years out here now ... it 
certainly begs the questions as to why 
we don't have answers to these ques-
tions." 

Joe Grozelle, who played back-up 
point guard for the RMC Paladins bas-
ketball team, was last seen by his girl-
friend, Melissa Haggart, in the early 
morning of Oct. 22, 2003. 

Haggart and Grozelle were in his 
dorm room when she fell asleep at 
about 1 a.m. while Grozelle worked on 
an assignment. She awoke at 5:30 a.m. 
to an empty room. 

An intensive three-week manhunt 
ensued. Cadets combed the areas sur-
rounding the college, looking for any 
sign of Grozelle. Divers searched the 
bottom of the Cataraqui River. King-
ston Police and OPP canine units tried 
to sniff out clues. They turned up noth-
ing. 

On the morning of Nov. 13, a woman 
spotted a body floating face-down in 
the choppy waters of the Inner Har-
bour near the La Salle Causeway. It 
was Grozelle. 

The two autopsies done, one immedi-
ately after the body was recovered and 
one by Pollanen a year later, were in-
conclusive, although OPP investiga-
tors ruled out foul play. An earlier in-
vestigation by the Canadian Forces 
ruled it a suicide. 

The inquest, which coroner lawyer 
Michael Blaine says will call "several 
dozen" witnesses and could last until 
late November, will seek to determine 
how, why, where and when Grozelle 
died. 

When the jury comes to its final deci-
sion, it will classify Grozelle's death as 
either natural, accident, suicide, homi-
cide or undetermined. 

It also may or may not produce rec-
ommendations on how to avoid deaths 
in similar circumstances in the future. 

Over the next weeks, the inquest will 
hear testimony from several key wit-
nesses, including investigators, 
Grozelle's basketball coaches, senior 
military officers and Haggart. 

bharrison@thewhig.com  

Lawyer tries to block witness 
Legal manoeuvring opens first day of inquest into cadet's death 
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"He's trying to impose his preferred 
order of witnesses," Tzemenakis said. 

Brian Abrams, lawyer for Kingston 
police, called Carr-Harris' request 
"unprecedented," and said Pollanen's 
testimony would serve to eliminate 
some, scenarios right off the bat. 

"It delimits the scope of the inquest 
so we are not pursuing matters that 
are not relevant," he said. 

A five-member jury — comprised 
of two women and three men — was 
affirmed in front of 10 of Grozelle's 
closest relatives. His mother, Minnie 
Grozelle, along with an aunt and 
seven brothers, sisters and cousins, sat 
in the chamber's public gallery. His 
father, Ron Grozelle, sat with the fam-
ily's lawyers. 

"This may be the final chapter, I 
don't know," Ron Grozelle told 
reporters outside city hall before the 
day's proceedings began. "It's been a 
frustrating three years for us." 

Ron Grozelle has said publicly on 
many occasions that he doesn't 
believe his son's death was an accident 
or a suicide. He has been pushing hard 
for an inquest to answer the family's 
questions surrounding Joe's death. 

"We're three years out here now . . 
. it certainly begs the questions as to 
why we don't have answers to these 
questions." 

Joe Grozelle, who played back-up 
point guard for the RMC Paladins bas-
ketball team, was last seen by his girl-
friend, Melissa Haggart, in the early 
morning of Oct. 22, 2003. 

Haggart and Grozelle were in his 
dorm room when she fell asleep at 
about 1 a.m. while Grozelle worked on 
an assignment. She awoke at 5:30 a.m. 
to an empty room. 

An intensive three-week manhunt 
ensued. Cadets combed the areas sur-
rounding the college, looking for any 
sign of Grozelle. Divers searched the 
bottom of the Cataraqui River. 
Kingston Police and OPP canine units• 
tried to sniff out clues. Nothing turned' 
up. 

On the morning of Nov. 13, a-
woman spotted a body floating face-
down in the choppy waters of the 
Inner Harbour near the Lasalle 
Causeway. It was Grozelle. 

The two autopsies done, one 
immediately after the body was recov-
ered and one by Pollanen a year later, 
were inconclusive, although OPP 
investigators ruled out foul play. An 
earlier investigation by the Canadian 
Forces ruled it a suicide. 

The inquest, which coroner lawyer 
Michael Blaine says will call "several 
dozen" witnesses and could last until 
late November, will seek to determine 
how, why, where and when Grozelle 
died. 

When the jury comes to its final 
decision, it will classify Grozelle's 
death as either natural, accident, sui-
cide, homicide or undetermined. 

It also may or may not produce 
recommendations on how to avoid 
deaths in similar circumstances in the 
future. 

Over the next weeks, the inquest 
will hear testimony from several key 
witnesses, including investigators, 
Grozelle's basketball coaches, senior 
military officers and Haggart. 

Kingston Whig-Standard 
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Controversial opening to inquest 
Grozelle lawyer tries to push back testimony of key witness 

BY BROCK HARRISON 
Osprey News Network 

KINGSTON — The inquest 
into the mysterious death of 
RMC cadet joe Grozelle began 
with controversy Wednesday as 
the Grozelle family's lawyer 
attempted to block the testimo-
ny of a key witness. 

Ontario's chief pathologist, 
Dr. Michael Pollanen, will pres-
ent his evidence to the inquiry 
today, much to the dismay of 

Ontario Chief Coroner, which 
is holding the inquest, because 
he is employed by that office. 

Carr-Harris suggested 
Pollanen's testimony may try 
to cover up what he calls some 
"questionable conduct" on the 
coroner's behalf during the 
investigation. 

"The jury may get, because 
of the prestige and power of Dr. 
Pollanen, a view of the evi-
dence which will taint their 
view of evidence down the  

road," Carr-Harris said. 
The Grozelles' lawyer also 

said that because Pollanen con-
ducted the second autopsy on 
Joe Grozelle's body, which was 
exhumed in November of 2004 
for that purpose, his testimony 
should be pushed back in 
favour of a chronological pres-
entation of the evidence. 

The long-awaited inquest to 
find out how Grozelle, a 21-
year-old from Muirkirk, ended 
up face-down in the Cataraqui  

River three weeks after disap-
pearing from his dormitory on 
Oct. 22, 2003, began 
Wednesday at City Hall's coun-
cil chambers. 

Dr. David Eden, the Niagara 
region coroner presiding over 
the inquest, struck down Carr-
Harris's request to change the 
order of the witnesses, calling it 
"puzzling." 

Lawyers for the federal attor-
ney general's office and the 
Kingston Police Department,  

organizations which were 
involved in the investigation 
following Grozelle's death, also 
condemned the request. 

"This may stop the inquest 
before it gets started," said 
Gregory Tzemenakis, the attor-
ney general's lawyer, adding 
that a rescheduling of 
Pollanen's testimony would 
dislodge the order of witnesses, 
delaying the inquest further. 

OSPREY NEWS NETWORK PHOTO 

Ron and Minnie Grozelle, front, walk from their hotel to Kingston City Hall on 
Wednesday for the first day of an inquest into the death of their son Joe, a for-
mer Royal Military College cadet. 
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This memorial near the Lasalle Causeway marks the spot where Joe Grozelle's body was pulled from the Cataraqui River about three years ago. 

Missing RMC cadet suffered facial injuries 
Pathologist tells inquest that Joe Grozelle had bruising and chipped tooth 

By Brock Harrison 
Whig-Standard Staff Writer 

TOE GROZELLE MAY HAVE BEEN 
punched in the mouth, causing visi-

ble injuries to his face and chipping 
one of his front teeth, a lawyer suggest-
ed yesterday at the inquest into 
Grozelle's death. 

Photographs of Grozelle's face taken 
after his body was pulled from the Cata-
raqui River nearly three years ago were 
referred to several times yesterday, both 
by Ontario chief pathologist Dr. 
Michael Pollanen, who was testifying at 
the inquest, and lawyers for the Grozelle 
family RMC and Kingston police. 

The inquiry is being held to try to de-
termine the circumstances under 
which Grozelle, 21, died after disap-
pearing from his dormitory on Oct. 22, 
2003. His body was found face-down in 
the Cataraqui River three weeks later. 

The photographs, which were not 
shown to jury members, reportedly 
show a deep red discoloration of 
Grozelle's upper lip and a fractured up-
per right central incisor adjacent to 
the lip marking. 

During his cross-examination of Pol-
lanen, the Grozelles' lawyer, Bruce 
Carr-Harris, asked if blunt force trau-
ma, such as a punch to the mouth,' 

could have caused the markings shown 
oil Joe Grozelle's face. 

"I readily accept that this could be a 
bruise," Pollanen said. 

Pollanen later admitted, at Carr-Har-
ris's prodding, that he also noticed a 
half-centimetre abrasion on the bridge 
of Grozelle's nose. 

Pollanen said the nose abrasion 
could have been sustained by the same 
force that bruised Grozelle's lip and 
chipped his tooth, if indeed they were 
injuries. 

That was something Pollanen em-
phatically steered clear of admitting, 
however. 

"[The lip] is a non-specific injury, if it 
is an injury at all," he said, adding his 
opinion that the physical markings in 
and of themselves do not offer com-
pelling evidence of trauma. 

The abrasion, discoloration and 
chipped tooth could easily have oc-
curred after Grozelle died, Pollanen 
mentioned several times. 

He also said that there was no 
sign of any trauma anyWhere on 
Grozelle's body during a second au-
topsy done about a year after Grozelle 
died. 

Please see INJURIES, Page 8 
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Michael Lea/The Whig-Standard 

The lawyer for Joe Grozelle's family protested the testimony of Dr. Michael 
Pollanen (above) at the inquest into the RMC cadet's death in 2003. 
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Continued from Page I 

But given the condition of the body, 
"there are certain limitations of what 
we can say about the absence of in-
juries," Pollanen said. 

Carr-Harris asked if the markings 
on Grozelle's face, assuming they were 
injuries sustained by a punch or other 
blunt force, could have contributed to 
his death. Pollanen said, "Yes." 

Two autopsies, one done immediate-
ly after Grozelle's death and the one 
Pollanen did after his body was ex-
humed in November 2004, yielded no 
discernable cause of death. Investiga-
tions by OPP and the Canadian Forces 
were also ruled inconclusive. 

The inquest jury learned that al-
though Grozelle's body was free of di-
atoms, tiny plants often found in 
drowning victims, Grozelle may still 
have drowned. 

It learned that just because Pollanen 
found no evidence of bruises during 
his second autopsy doesn't mean 
Grozelle sustained no injuries. 

The underlying motif of the clay was 
ambiguity. 

"A common theme of my testimony 
today seems to be, 'I don't know,' " Pol-
lanen even remarked at one point. 

The controversy over Pollanen's be-
ing the first to testify at the inquest car-
ried over from Wednesday. 

Carr-Harris, who asked that Polla-
nen's testimony be blocked on allega-
tions of questionable work done in the 
48 hours following the discovery of 
Grozelle's body, began questioning  

him yesterday by asking who'took 
charge of the initial investigation after 
Grozelle's death. 

Presiding coroner Dr. David Eden 
cut off the questioning, excused the 
jury, and admonished Carr-Harris  

for irrelevant questions. 
Brian Abrams, the lawyer for King-

ston police, asserted that Carr-Harris 
was out to lay blame on the coroner's 
office for alleged misconduct. 

"I want to go over things that were 

EDEN CARR-HARRIS 

"A common theme 

of my testimony today 

seems to be, 

don't know.' " 
— Ontario chief pathologist 

Dr. Michael Pollanen 

done incorrectly or things that may 
have been missed; I don't know how 
that lays blame," Carr-Harris replied. 

Eden eventually ruled that who took 
charge of the initial investigation won't 
help the jury conclude the manner and 
circumstances of Grozelle's death. 

The inquest will break for the week-
end and starts again Monday at 10:30 
a.m. in the council chambers at city 
hall. 

bharrison@thewhig.com  
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OSPREY NEWS NETWORK PHOTO 

Joe Grozelle's memorial in Kingston was spruced up as the inquest to his death began this week. It is located at the spot 
where his body was found in the Cataraqui River next to the La Salle Causeway. 

said. 
Pollanen later admitted, at 

Carr-Harris's prodding, that he 
also noticed a half-centimetre 
abrasion on the bridge of 
Grozelle's nose. 

Pollanen said the nose abra-
sion could have been sustained 
by the same force that bruised 
Grozelle's lip and chipped his 
tooth, if indeed they were 
injuries. 

That was something 
Pollanen emphatically steered 
clear of admitting, however. 

"[The lip] is• a non-specific 
injury, if it is an injury at all," 
he said, adding his opinion that 
the physical markings in and of 
themselves do not offer com-
pelling evidence of trauma. -- 

The abrasion, discoloration 
and chipped tooth could easily 
have occurred after Grozelle 
died, Pollanen mentioned sev-
eral times. 

He also said that there was 
no sign of any trauma any-
where on Grozelle's body dur-
ing 'a second autopsy done 
about a year after Grozelle died. 

But given the condition of 
the body, "there are certain lim-
itations of what we can say 
about the absence of injuries," 
PoJlanen said. 

Carr-Harris asked if the 
markings on Grozelle's face, 
assuming they were injuries 
sustained by a punch or other ' 
blunt force, could have con-
tributed to his death. 

Pollanen said, "Yes." 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 
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    Lip injury could mean Grozelle was punched: pathologist 

BY BROCK HARRISON 
Osprey News Network 

KINGSTON — Joe Grozelle 
may have been punched in the 
mouth, causing visible injuries 
to his face and chipping one of 
his front teeth, a lawyer sug-
gested Thursday at the inquest 
into Grozelle's death. 

Photographs of Grozelle's 
face taken after his body was 
pulled from the Cataraqui River 
nearly three years ago were 
referred to several times, both 

by Ontario chief pathologist Dr. 
Michael Pollanen, who was tes-
tifying at the inquest, and 
lawyers for the Grozelle 
RivIC and Kingston police. 

The inquiry is being held to 
try to determine the circum-
stances under which ,Grozelle, 
21, died after disappearing 
from his dormitory on Oct. 22, 

10 11‘t.-0  •-•• 2003. 
His body was found face- 

down in the Cataraqui River 
three weeks later. 

The photographs, which 

were not shown to jury menT1 
bers, reportedly show a deep 
red discoloration of Grozelle's 
upper lip and a fractured upper 
right central incisor adjacent to 
the lip marking. 

During his cross-examina-
tion of Pollanen, the Grozelles' 
lawyer, Bruce Carr-Harris, asked 
if blunt force trauma, such as a 
punch to the mouth, could 
have caused the markings 
shown on Joe Grozelle's face. 

"I readily accept that this 
could be a bruise," Pollanen 

•7- 
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Grozelle: 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

Two autopsies, one done immedi-
ately after Grozelle's death and the 
one Pollanen did after his body was 
exhumed in November of 2004, yield-
ed no discernable cause of death. 
Investigations by OPP and the 
Canadian Forces were also ruled  

inconclusive. 
The inquest jury learned that 

although Grozelle's body was free of 
diatoms, tiny plants often found in 
drowning victims, Grozelle may still 
have drowned. 

It learned that just because 
Pollanen found no evidence of bruises 
during his second autopsy doesn't 
mean Grozelle sustained no injuries. 

The underlying motif of the day 
was ambiguity. 

"A common theme of my testimo-
ny today seems to be, 'I don't know,' " 
Pollanen even remarked at one point. 

The controversy over Pollanen's 
being the first to testify at the inquest 
carried over from Wednesday. 

Carr-Harris, who asked that 
Pollanen's testimony be blocked on 
allegations of questionable work done 
in the 48 hours following the discov-
ery of Grozelle's body, began question-
ing him Thursday by asking who took 
charge of the initial investigation after  

Grozelle's death. 
Presiding coroner Dr. David Eden 

cut off the qUestioning, excused the 
jury, and admonished Carr-Harris for 
irrelevant questions. 

Brian Abrams, the lawyer for 
Kingston police, asserted that Carr-
Harris was out to lay blame on the 
coroner's office for alleged miscon-
duct. 

"I want to go over things that were 
done incorrectly or things that may 
have been missed; I don't know how 
that lays blame," Carr-Harris replied. 

Eden eventually ruled that who 
took charge of the initial investigation 
won't help the jury conclude the man-
ner and circumstances of Grozelle's 
death. 

The inquest will break for the week-
end and starts again Monday at 10:30 
a.m. in the council chambers at city 
hall. 

The Kingston Whig-Standard 
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still has 'doubt' 

Cadet's body in water one to two weeks 
expert says 

fr 

LOCAL NEWS flit 
Pathologist says condition of remains suggests rozelle wash t in water the entire time he was missing 

By BrOck Harrison 
Whig-Standard Staff Writer 

JOE GROZELLE'S BODY MAY NOT HAVE 
been in the Cataraqui River the en-

tire time he was missing, an inquest 
heard yesterday. 

In his testimony to the inquest's jury 
Dr. David Hurlbut, the KGH patholo-
gist who performed the first autopsy 
on the Royal Military College cadet's 
body, estimated the 21-year-old's body 
would have been under water between  

one and two weeks before being recov-
ered near the Lasalle Causeway 

"That would be my best estimate," 
said Hurlbut at an inquiry being held 
to try to determine the circumstances 
under which Grozelle died. 

Grozelle went missing from his RMC 
dorm on Oct. 22, 2003. His body was 
found on Nov. 13, 2003. 

Hurlbut said he arrived at his con-
clusion by observing the state of de-
composition on Grozelle's body and re- 

peated the estimate to Bruce Carr-Har-
ris, the Grozelle family's lawyer, dur-
ing cross-examination. 

Hurlbut told Kingston police lawyer 
Brian Abrams that none of his find-
ings were "inconsistent" with the idea 
that Grozelle could have been under-
water the whole time. 

After the inquest wrapped up for the 
day, Joe's father Ron Grozelle alluded to 
upcoming witnesses who would testify 
about "whether Joe was around or not."  

He would not elaborate. 
The jury also learned that Hurlbut 

did not perform several customary 
tests done on suspected victims of vio-
lence during the autopsy. 

When Dr. David Eden, the presiding 
coroner, asked Hurlbut if he would 
have done anything differently had he 
been informed that foul play might be a 
factor, Hurlbut listed a number of pro-
cedures. 

Please see PATHOLOGIST, Page 8 
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"I didn't do them," Hurlbut said. "I 
received no specific information that 
indicated a suspicion of foul play" 

On Thursday, the inquest heard testi-
mony from Dr. Michael Pollanen, a 
forensic pathologist who did a second 
autopsy on Grozelle about a year after 
he was buried. 

He said a deep red mark on 
Grozelle's upper lip and a chipped 
tooth could signify an injury sustained 
before death. 

Despite erroneously reporting that 
Grozelle's teeth were "in tact" after do-
ing his autopsy, Hurlbut studied the 
photographs of Grozelle's mouth and 
conceded yesterday that the lip bruise 
and broken tooth could be the result of 
trauma. 

"I can't exclude the possibility of a 
bruise," he said. 

Hurlbut was also questioned on his 
May 2004 assertion that Grozelle died 
due to "asphyxia secondary to drown-
ing," the only cause of death ever ren-
dered in the case. 

That assertion was later retracted in 
Hurlbut's final autopsy report that Ju-
ly, but he still listed drowning as a 
probable cause. 

"There was a small degree of doubt 
and I still have some doubt. I'm not 
comfortable saying this was consistent 
with drowning," Hurlbut said. 

For a second straight day, the fami-
ly's lawyer was reprimanded by Eden 
for questions that could produce inad-
missible testimony to the jury. 

While questioning Hurlbut, Carr-
Harris mentioned the four-month 
lapse between completion of the autop-
sy and the draft autopsy report. 

"Were you aware the family was anx-
iously awaiting the results of the re-
port?" he asked. 

Abrams called the question a "veiled 
criticism" of Hurlbut and declared the 
questions "absolutely unacceptable." 

Carr-Harris asked who was, in 
charge of the initial investigation, a 
question ruled irrelevant when it was 
asked last week. This time Eden per-
mitted the question.. 

Hurlbut said the National Investiga-
tion Service, a branch of the Canadian 
Forces, took control of the investiga-
tion initially but was immediately 
ininnrl h\rVb,acfnn Pnliro 
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Ron and Minnie Grozelle arrive at Kingston City Hall yesterday morning for 
the inquest into their son Joe's death.• 

table," Grozelle said outside City Hall would be quite a daunting task." 
at the end of the day. "How the jury is Two more pathologists and an OPP 
oni no to onm P nn with .the ancwerc investigator will take the stand today. 



How long 
Grozelle's 
body was 
in water 
questioned, 

0j) Aip 
Canadian Press 

KINGSTON — A Royal 
Military College cadet's body 
may not have been in the 
Cataraqui River the entire time 
he was missing, an inquest jury 
heard yesterday. 

In his testimony to the jury, 
Dr. David Hurlbut, the patholo-
gist who performed the first 
autopsy on Joe Grozelle's 
remains, estimated the 21-year-
old's body would have been 
underwater between one and 
two weeks before being recov-
ered. 

"That would be my best esti-
mate," Hurlbut said at an 
inquiry being held to determine 
the circumstances under which 
Grozelle died. 

Grozelle went missing from 
his dorm on Oct. •22, 2003. His 
body was found on Nov. 13, 
2003. 

Hurlbut said he arrived 
at his conclusion by observing 
the state of decomposition 
on Grozelle's body and 
repeated the estimate to Bruce 
Carr-Harris, the Grozelle 
family's lawyer, during 
cross-examination. 

"I received no specific 
information that indicated 
a suspicion of foul play." 

Pathologist Dr. David Hurlbut 

Hurlbut told Kingston police 
lawyer Brian Abrams that none 
of his findings is "inconsistent" 
with the idea that Grozelle's 
body could have been underwa-
ter the whole time. 

After the inquest wrapped up 
for the day, the cadet's father, 
Ron Grozelle, alluded to upcom-
ing witnesses who would testify 
about "whether Joe was around 
or not." He would not elaborate. 

The jury also learned that 
Hurlbut did not perform 
several customary tests done 
on suspected victims of 
violence during the autopsy. 
• When Dr. David Eden, 
the presiding coroner, asked 
Hurlbut if he would have done 
anything differently had he 
been informed that foul play 
might be a factor, Hurlbut 
listed a number of procedures. 

"I didn't do them," he said. "I 
received no specific informa-
tion that indicated a suspicion 
of foul play." 

Last Thursday, the inquest 
heard testimony' from Dr. 
Michael Pollanen, a forensic 
pathologist who did a second 
autopsy on Grozelle about a 
year after he was buried. 

He said a deep red mark on 
Grozelle's upper lip and a 
chipped tooth could signify an 
injury sustained before death. 

Hurlbut was also questioned 
on his May 2004 assertion that 
Grozelle died due to "asphysxia 
secondary to drowning," the 
only cause of death ever 
rendered in the case. 

That assertion was later 
retracted in Hurlbut's final 
autopsy report that July, but 
he still listed drowning as a 
probable cause. 

"There was a small degree of 
doubt and I still have some 
doubt," Hurlbut said. "I'm not 
comfortable saying this was 
consistent with drowning." 

Two more pathologists and a 
provincial police investigator 
are to take the stand today. 
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Dr. Hurlbut performed first autopsy on Joe Grozelle 
Pathologist grilled on stand 

BY BROCK HARRISON 
Osprey News Network 

KINGSTON — Joe Grozelle's body 
may not have been in the Cataraqui 
River the entire time he was missing, 
an inquest heard Monday. 

In his testimony to the inquest's 
jury, Dr. David Hurlbut, the KGH 
pathologist who performed the first 
autopsy on the Royal Military College 
cadet's body, estimated the 21-year-
old's body would have been under 
water between one and two weeks 
before being recovered near the Lasalle 
Causeway. 

"That would be my best estimate," 
said Hurlbut at an inquiry being held 
to try to determine the circumstances 
under which Grozelle died. 

Grozelle went missing from his 
RMC dorm on Oct 22, 2003. His body 
was found on Nov. 13, 2003. 

Hurlbut said he arrived at his con-
clusion by observing the state of 
decomposition on Grozelle's body and 
repeated the estimate to Bruce Carr-
Harris, the Grozelle's family lawyer, 
during cross-examination. 

Hurlbut told Kingston police 
lawyer Brian Abrams that none of his 
findings were "inconsistent" with the  

idea that Grozelle 
could have been 
underwater the 
whole time. 

After the 
inquest wrapped 
up for the day, 
Joe's father Ron 
Grozelle alluded to 
upcoming witness-
es who would testi-
fy about "whether 
Joe was around or 
not." 

He would not elaborate. 
The jury also learned that Hurlbut 

did not perform several customary 
tests done on suspected victims of vio-
lence during the autopsy. 

When Dr. David Eden, the presid-
ing coroner, asked Hurlbut if he would 
have done anything differently had he 
been informed that foul play might be 
a factor, Hurlbut listed off a number of 
procedures. 

"I didn't do them," he said. "I 
received no specific information that 
indicated a suspicion of foul play." 

On Thursday, the inquest heard tes-
timony from Dr. Michael Pollanen, a 
forensic pathologist who did a second 
autopsy on Grozelle about a year after  

he was buried. 
He said a deep red mark on 

Grozelle's upper lip and a chipped 
tooth could signify an injury sustained 
before death. 

Despite erroneously reporting that 
Grozelle's teeth were "in tact" after 
doing his autopsy, Hurlbut studied the 
photographs of Grozelle's mouth and 
conceded yesterday that the lip bruise 
and broken tooth could be the result 
of trauma. 

"I can't exclude the possibility of a 
bruise," he said. 

Hurlbut was also questioned on his 
May 2004 assertion that Grozelle died 
due to "asphysxia secondary to 
drowning," the only cause of death 
ever rendered in the case. 

That assertion was later retracted in 
Huribut's final autopsy report that 
July, but he still listed drowning as a 
probable cause. 

"There was a small degree of doubt 
and I still have some doubt. I'm not 
comfortable saying this was consistent 
with drowning," Hurlbut said. 

For a second straight day, the fami-
ly's lawyer was reprimanded by Eden 
for questions that could produce inad-
missible testimony to the jury. 

While questioning Hurlbut, Carr- 

Harris mentioned the four-month 
lapse between completion of the 
autopsy and the draft autopsy report. 

"Were you aware the family was 
anxiously awaiting the results of the 
report?" he asked. 

Abrams called the question a 
"veiled criticism" of Hurlbut and 
declared the questions "absolutely 
unacceptable." 

Carr-Harris asked who was in 
charge of the initial investigation, a 
question ruled irrelevant when it was 
asked last week. 

This time Eden permitted the ques-
tion. 

Hurlbut said the National 
Investigation Service, a branch of the 
Canadian Forces, took control of the 
investigation initially but was immedi-
ately joined by Kingston Police. 

"Everything needs to be on the 
table," Grozelle said outside city hall at 
the end of the day. 

"How the jury is going to come up 
with the answers without having all 
the information . . . would be quite a 
daunting task." 

Two more pathologists and an OPP 
investigator will take the stand today. 

›- The Kingston Whig-Standard 
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Grozelle Inquest underway in Kingston 
By Sheila McBrayne 

After the first two days of the Joe Grozelle Inquest, the 
only thing Ontario chief pathologist Dr. Michael Pollanen of 
the Ontario Coroner's Office can say for sure is how Joe 
Grozelle did not die. 

Dr. Pollanen, the first witness to testify in the Inquest in-
dicated that after he performed the 
second autopsy, one year after 
Grozelle's body was found in the 
Cataraqui River in Kingston, he 
could rule out causes of death, but 
could not be certain of what the 
cause was. Rick Walker of A-
Channel News was at the inquiry 
and relayed a summary of the two 
days. 

The inquiry called by the On-
tario Coroner's Office is being 
held to determine the circum-
stances under which Royal Mili-
tary College cadet Joe Grozelle 
died after disappearing from the 
college three weeks prior, Octo-
ber 22, 2003. The Inquiry is ex-
pected to last until the end of No-
vember and is being held in Kingston at the City Hall. 

According to Walker during Thursday's examination of 
Dr. Pollanen, he stated that during the second autopsy a test 
for aquatic life which is usually present in drowning victims 
was not found. But, he followed up that test is not conclu-
sive. What he could say was that Grozelle was not strangled, 
stabbed, shot and the body was free of disease, ruling out 
heart attack. No abrasions, lacerations or cuts were found to 
suggest he died from a fall. 

Bruce Carr-Harris, the lawyer representing the Grozelle 
family referred to photos taken at the first inquest taken after 
Grozelle's body was found in November 2003. The photos 
show Grozelle with a bruised and cut lip and chipped front 
tooth. Carr-Harris suggested that Grozelle "could" have been 
punched in the mouth before ending up in the river. Dr. 

Pollanen affirmed that "could" have hap-
pened, but also stated that the cut and 
bruise "could" have happened post 
mortem. He also made mention that there 
was no other trauma found on the body 
during the second autopsy, but that too 
did not mean that he did not sustain any 
injuries. 

The jury was not allowed to see the 
photos. 

Dr. Pollanen admitted that a lot of his 
answers were simply that he does not 
know. 

Carr-Harris had asked the day previ-
ous, Wednesday, October 18 to have the 
order of the witnesses changed to a more 
chronological order. Grozelles' lawyer 
contended that the testimony from the 
second autopsy heard out of order, could 

taint the jury. Carr-Harris was abruptly stopped by the pre-
siding coroner Dr. David Eden, when he began to question 
the quality of the work done in the 48 hours after Grozelle's 
body was found in November 2003. 

When asked about the lack of clothing on Grozelle's up-
per body when he was found in 2003, Dr. Pollaren explained 
that he could have experienced what's called a teratological 
undressing. When people experience hypothermia, they some-
times become disoriented and actually go through a stage  

where they feel hot. They will begin to take off clothing and 
(if not in water) try to burrow. 

There was no testimony on Friday and the inquest resumed 
on Monday, October 30. 

Ron Grozelle was contacted but not available for com-
ment at press time. 
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Mysterious DNA found on cadet's body 
Second autopsy produced sample that wasn't pure enough to be used to identify source, witness says 
By Brock Harrison 
Whig-Standard Staff Writer 

THE DNA OF ANOTHER INDIVIDUAL 
was found on Joe Grozelle's ex-

humed body, a forensic expert who ex-
amined the RMC cadet told an inquest 
yesterday. 

Kimberley Sharpe, a forensic biolo-
gist who took part in the second 
Grozelle autopsy, performed by Dr. 
Michael Pollanen in November 2004, 
told a jury tasked with determining 
how Grozelle died that a foreign source 
of DNA was located on a penile swab 
taken from Grozelle. 

"I can tell you it was not Joe 
Grozelle's DNA," Sharpe told the jury 
during questioning from inquest 
lawyer Michael Blaine. 

The DNA sample was not pure 
enough, due to significant degrada-
tion, to produce information that 
would serve to identify its source. 

"I can't tell you if it's from a male or 
a female," Sharpe said, explaining that  

she extracted Grozelle's own DNA 
from a mixed sample to prove the pres-
ence of the foreign strain. 

The inquiry is being held to try to de-
termine the cir-
cumstances un-
der which 
Grozelle, 21, 
died after disap-
pearing from 
his dormitory 
on Oct. 22, 2003. 
His body was 
found face-down 
in the Cataraqui 
River three 
weeks later. 

When ques-
tioned by RMC 

and Grozelle family lawyer Simon 
Dahl, Sharpe listed a number of possi-
ble ways foreign DNA could have been 
deposited on Grozelle's body. 

Because the DNA was found during 
the second autopsy, Sharpe said it could  

have been left on Grozelle's body dur-
ing preparations for his funeral about a 
year before the sample was taken. 

It may also have come from individu-
als who inspected Grozelle's body dur-
ing the first autopsy, also about a year 
before the sample was taken, Sharpe 
said. 

Sharpe did say there are protocols in 
place that would minimize the possi-
bility of autopsy workers shedding 
DNA on their subjects. 

"The potential for DNA transfer in 
that way is minimal, hopefully non-
existent," Sharpe said. 

Blood stains from the pants Grozelle 
was wearing and hair samples taken 
from his clothing were also analysed 
for DNA. Sharpe said Grozelle "could 
not be eliminated" as a possible source 
of the DNA. 

The probability of Grozelle not be-
ing the source of the DNA found in the 
blood and hair samples is about 1 in 430 
billion, Sharpe said. 

She could not say that the presence of 
blood on Grozelle's pants offered com-
pelling evidence of foul play, suggest-
ing the blood could have seeped onto 
the pants through the decomposition 
process underwater. 

The jury also heard from Johanne 
Almer, a forensic expert who analysed 
the clothes in which Grozelle was 
found. She said Grozelle's pants 
showed signs of coming into contact 
with a rough surface in three areas 
around his left knee. 

Almer said the damaged spots were 
"unusual places for normal wear and 
tear," but also said the fabric could have 
scraped rocks on the bottom of the riv-
er, which would produce such tears. 

Most of the day's testimony belonged 
to Det.-Sgt. James Falconer, the OPP of-
ficer who investigated a carbon copy of 
Grozelle's personal computer. 

Falconer searched through personal 
e-mails and chat logs, looking for any 
hint as to how or why Grozelle went  

missing from his dorm room. He came 
up with nothing, he said. 

A detailed time-line of activity on 
Grozelle's computer from Oct 21 to 22, 
2003, was given. It showed the last time- • 
stamped activity occurred at 1:23 a.m.._ 
on the morning of Oct. 22, about 20 min-
utes after Grozelle's girlfriend, Melissa' 
Haggert, reported last seeing him. 

In his questioning, Dahl said that/ 
one of Grozelle's e-mail accounts' 
showed no incoming messages prior to 
July 26, 2004, about nine months after 
Grozelle disappeared. Falconer could 
not offer an explanation for that. 

Falconer also said that e-mail and In-
ternet chat programs on Grozelle's com-
puter were launched on Oct. 23, about 24 
hours after a full-scale investigation and 
search for Grozelle had begun. 

The inquest breaks today and will re-
sume tomorrow at 9 a.m. Two of. 
Grozelle's former basketball coaches 
are to testify. 

bharrison@thewhig.thm 



Second DNA 
4 c7)6, 

found on cadet 
The inquiry is. being 

held to try to determine 
the circumstances under 
which Grozelle, 21, died 
after disappearing from 
his dormitory on Oct. 22, 
2003. His body was found 
face down in the 
Cataraqui River three 
weeks later. 

When questioned by 
RMC and Grozelle family 
lawyer Simon Dahl, 
Sharpe listed a number of 
possible ways foreign 
DNA could have been 
OciJWted on Grozelle's 
body. 

Because the DNA was 
found during the second 
autopsy, Sharpe said it 
could have been left on 
Grozelle's body during 
preparations for his 
funeral about a year 
before the sample was 
taken. It may also have 
come from individuals 
who inspected Grozelle's 
body (luring the first 
autopsy, also about a 
year before the sample 
was taken, Sharpe said. 

Sharpe did say there 
are protocols that would 
minimize the possibility 
of autopsy workers shed-
ding DNA on their 
subjects. 

"The potential for DNA 
transfer in that way is 
minimal." 

Canadian Press 

KINGSTON -- The 
DNA of another individ-
ual was found on Joe 
Grozelle's exhumed body, 
a forensid expert who 
examined the Royal Mili-
tary College cadet told an 
inquest jury yesterday. 

Kimberley Sharpe, a 
forensic biologist who 
took part in the second 
Grozelle autopsy 
performed by Dr. 
Michael Pollanen in 
November 2004, told 
jurors tasked with deter-
mining how the cadet 
died a foreign source of 
DNA was located on a 
penile swab taken from 
Grozelle. 

"I can tell you it was 
not Joe Grozelle's DNA," 
Sharpe told the jury 
during questioning from 
inquest lawyer. Michael 
Blaine. 

The DNA sample was 
not pure enough, due to 
significant degradation, 
to produce information 
that would serve, to iden-
tify its source. 

"I can't tell you if it's 
from a male or a female," 
Sharpe said, adding she 
extracted Grozelle's own 
DNA from a mixed 
sample to prove the pres-
ence of the foreign strain. 

GROZELLE 
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Another person's DNA was 
found on Grozelle's body 

Sample taken during second autopsy 
but was not usable for identification purposes 

BY BROCK HARRISON 
Whig-Standard Staff Writer 

KINGSTON — The DNA of another 
individual was found on Joe Grozelle's 
exhumed body, a forensic expert who 
examined the RMC cadet told an 
inquest Tuesday. 

Kimberley Sharpe, a forensic biolo-
gist who took part in the second 
Grozelle autopsy, performed by Dr. 
Michael Pollanen in November of 
2004, told a jury tasked with deter-
mining how Grozelle died that a for-
eign source of DNA was located on a 
penile swab taken from Grozelle. 

"I can tell you it was not Joe 
Grozelle's DNA," Sharpe told the jury 
during questioning from inquest 
lawyer Michael Blaine. 

The DNA sample was not pure 
enough, due to significant degrada-
tion, to produce information that 
would serve to identify its source. 

"I can't tell you if it's from a male or 
a female," Sharpe said, explaining that 
she extracted Grozelle's own DNA 
from a mixed sample to prove the 
presence of the foreign strain. 

The inquiry is being held to try to 
determine the circumstances under 
which Grozelle, 21, died after disap-
pearing from his dormitory on Oct. 
22, 2003. His body was found face-
down in the Cataraqui River three 
weeks later. 

When questioned by RMC and 
Grozelle family lawyer Simon Dahl, 
Sharpe listed a number of possible 
ways foreign DNA could have been 
deposited on Grozelle's body. 

Because the DNA was found during 
the second autopsy, Sharpe said it 
could have been left on Grozelle's  

body during prepa-
rations for his 
funeral about a 
year before the 
sample was taken. 

It may also have 
come from indi- 
viduals who 
inspected 
Grozelle's body 
during the first 
autopsy, also about 
a year before the 
sample was taken, Sharpe said. 

Sharpe did say there are protocols 
in place that would minimize the pos-
sibility of autopsy workers shedding 
DNA on their subjects. 

"The potential for DNA transfer in 
that way is minimal, hopefully non-
existent," Sharpe said. 

Blood stains from the pants 
Grozelle was found in and hair sam-
ples taken from his clothing were also 
analyzed for DNA. 

Sharpe said Grozelle "could not be 
eliminated" as a possible source of the 
DNA. 

The probability of Grozelle not 
being the source of the DNA found in 
the blood and hair samples is about 
one in 430 billion, Sharpe said. 

She could not say that the presence 
of blood on Grozelle's pants offered 
compelling evidence of foul play, sug-
gesting the blood could have seeped 
onto the pants through the decompo-
sition process underwater. 

The jury also heard from Johanne 
Almer, a forensic expert who analyzed 
the clothes Grozelle was found in. She 
said Grozelle's pants showed signs of 
coming into contact with a rough sur-
face in three areas around his left  

knee. 
Almer said the damaged spots were 

"unusual places for normal wear and 
tear," but also said the fabric could 
have scraped rocks on the bottom of 
the river, which would produce such 
tears. 

Most of the day's testimony 
belonged to Det.-Sgt. James Falconer, 
the OPP officer who investigated a car-
bon copy of Grozelle's personal com-
puter. 

Falconer searched through personal 
e-mails and chat logs, looking for any 
hint as to how or why Grozelle went 
missing from his dorm room. He came 
up with nothing, he said. 

A detailed timeline of activity on 
Grozelle's computer from Oct 21 to 
22, 2003, was given. It showed that 
the last time-stamped activity 
occurred at 1:23 a.m. on the morning 
of Oct. 22, about 20 minutes after 
Grozelle's girlfriend, Melissa Haggert, 
reported last seeing him. 

In his questioning, Dahl said that 
one of Grozelle's e-mail accounts 
showed no incoming messages prior 
to July 26, 2004, about nine months 
after Grozelle disappeared. Falconer 
could not offer an explanation for 
that. 

Falconer also said that e-mail and 
Internet chat programs on Grozelle's 
computer were launched on Oct. 23, 
about 24 hours after a full-scale inves-
tigation and search for Grozelle had 
begun. 

The inquest breaks today and will 
resume Thursday at 9 a.m. Two of 
Grozelle's former basketball coaches 
are to testify. 

➢ The Kingston Whig-Standard 



Grozelle inquest stopped 
The presiding coroner 
gives no reason for 
discharging the jury 
and calling for the 
process to start over. 
BY PATRICK MALONEY 
Free Press Reporter 
and news services 

An already complex coro-
ner's inquest into the death of 
Joe Grozelle took an unusual 
twist yesterday when its jury 
was dismissed and the 
proceedings abruptly halted. 

In what the lawyer repre-
senting the Grozelle family 
described as a "breathtaking" 
shock, the coroner overseeing 
the week-old inquest in 
Kingston announced yester-
day morning the entire 
process would start over. 

Ron Grozelle, Joe's father, 
said he wouldn't comment on 
what caused the cancellation. 

"We're all surprised," he 
said. "It was progressing.. We 
still had a lot more witnesses 
to go through. . 

"From our perspective, it's 
obviously disappointing that 
it's going to take longer to get 

through the whole process." 
The announcement came 

after five days of testimony. 
Though no reasons were 
given, presiding coroner 
David Eden said the jury was 
"discharged in public interest 
of a fair hearing." They did 
nothing wrong, he noted. 

Lawyers for the coroner, the 
Department of National 
Defence and the Grozelle 
family will meet today to 
consider a new date. 

Coroner's inquests are 
called to answer five key ques- 
tions about a death includ- 
ing how the death happened — 

but are expressly not designed 
to assign blame. 

When the Grozelle inquest 
began Oct. 18; it was marked 
by tension as questions from 
family lawyer Bruce Carr-
Harris were met with resis-
tance, 

"If we . . . question whether 
something was missed (by 
investigators), it doesn't help 
us at all," Eden responded to 
one Carr-Harris question. "It's 
not pertinent to where we're 
going." 

Carr-Harris also tried to 
block opening testimony by 
Dr. Michael Pollanen, who 

performed a 
post-exhuma-
tion autopsy 
on Grozelle's 
body a year 
after the mys-
terious 2003 
death. It was 
"out of (chron-
ological) 
order," he 
argued. That 
motion was 
denied. 

Ridgetown native Joe 
Grozelle, 21, disappeared from 
his Royal Military College 
dorm room Oct. 22, 2003. His 

body washed ashore on the 
Cataraqui River in Kingston 
three weeks later, on Nov. 13. 

Though investigators found 
no evidence of foul play, Ron 
Grozelle has maintained it 
could have played a role in his 
son's death. 

Carr-Harris was blindsided 
by yesterday's announcement. 

"That was a breathtaking 
surprise," he said last night. 
"As far as the family is 
concerned, it's torturous. 
They're just hopeful it can get 
going again." 

pm a loneyglfpress.com  

GROZELLE: 
Mysterious 
death in 2003. 

aeltontlonlirree Press Friday, October 27, 2006 
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KINGSTON 
The coroner presiding over the inquest into the 

death of a Royal Military College cadet has pulled 
the plug en proceedings. 

Dr. David Eden announced Thursday that the 
five members of the jury were being dismissed 
and the inquiry into the death of Joe Grozelle 
would be starting over. Grozelle is from Muirkirk 
in Chatham-Kent 

Reasons were not provided for the abrupt halt 
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Coroner calls off inquest 
into death of RMC cadet 

into the proceedings, but Eden said the jury was 
"discharged in public interest of a fair hearing." 

The inquest had completed five days of an esti-
mated 16 days of testimony. 

Lawyers for the coroner, the Department of Na-
tional Defence and the Grozelle family will meet 
Friday to consider a new date for the inquest. 

Grozelle, a 21-year old cadet, vanished from his 
dorm room in October 2003 and turned up dead in 
the Cataraqui River three weeks later. - CP 
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RON GROZELLE: Costly delay. 

Grozelle inquest abruptly halted 
Family stunned as presiding coroner stops proceedings due to issui of fairness' 

By Brock Harrison and Sue Yanagisawa 
Whig-Standard Staff Writers 

MEMBERS OF JOE GROZELLE'S FAMI-
ly waited three years for an in-

quest that would try to explain how the 
young military cadet's body ended up 
in the Cataraqui River. 

After five days of testimony, they 
were sent home yesterday without an-
swers as the coroner put a stop to the 
inquest because of an undisclosed "is-
sue of fairness." 

"I think it took everyone by sur- 

prise," saidRon Grozelle, the late Roy-
al Military College cadet's father. "It 
caught everyone off guard we're 
now facing another delay in finding an-
swers about what happened to Joe." 

Joe Grozelle disappeared from his 
dorm.room atRoyal Military College 
sometime after 1 a.m. onOct. 22, 2003. 
His body was found Nov 13, 2003. 

Presiding coroner David Eden and 
coroner's Crown counsel Michael 
Blaine both emphasized that the jury 
didn't do anything wrong. 

However, Eden told the inquest panel  

there was an "is-
sue of fairness" 
which he'd felt 
compelled to dis-
cuss in private 
with the other 
lawyers. 

At the conclu-
sion of those dis-
cussions, shortly 
after 11:30 a.m., he 
had the inquest 

opened in City Hall council chambers 
and announced that "out of an abun- 

dance of caution, I will be discharging 
this jury" 

Blaine said that all of the parties to 
the discussions, including lawyers 
representing the Grozelle family, the 
National Investigation Service and 
Kingston Police had agreed that a 
new inquest would be scheduled and 
a new jury selected as quickly as pos-
sible. 

The inquest, having heard evidence 
from five witnesses over five days, was 
to resume hearing testimony at 9 a.m. 
yesterday. 

The first witness up was expected to 
be Craig Norman, who was Grozelle's 
basketball coach at RMC when he dis-
appeared. He had driven from Montre-
al to testify. Next was the assistant 
coach Hugh Lynn, who had flown in 
from Vancouver 

The first indication that something 
was wrong came when the normally 
punctual Eden failed to open the day's 
proceedings at 9 a.m. and the jurors 
had not been seated. 

Please see 'NOW,' Page 8 
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Continued from Page I 

Then, just slightly after 9:30 a.m., 
OPP Det. Tracy Dobbin began 
rounding up the lawyers for a meet-
ing with Eden and Blaine on the 
floor below. 

Lawyer Brian Abrams, who repre-
sents the interests of Kingston Police 
at the hearing, hadn't planned to at-
tend yesterday hut was summoned by 
phone. • 

After the jury was formally dis-
missed, the coroner and Blaine met 
with them behind closed doors, but 
Blaine still wouldn't elaborate on the 
sudden change in plans. 

He repeated his earlier assertion 
that "this jury did absolutely nothing 
wrong" and emphasized there will be 
another inquest. "I don't want to say 
anything inappropriate that would 
prejudice that process." 

1H'amily lawyer Bruce Carr-Harris 
said he wasn't able to disclose the na-
tire of the "issue" the presiding col-o-

iler was concerned about. 
He didn't attend yesterday's hearing 

and "it sure was a shock," he said. 

"I've never heard of a case where the 
jury's been dismissed," he said. "I'm 
not saying that it hasn't happened. But 
it is rare." 

He's concerned, as well, that it could 
take considerable time to get a new in-

, quest scheduled. 
The start of this inquest was delayed 

twice before it got underway on Oct. 18 
and Carr-Harris said the logistics of 
organizing the witnesses have been 
daunting, 

Doing it all over again will also 
mean additional financial burden for 
the Grozelle family, according to 
Carr-Harris, since they've had to 
travel to Kingston and arrange ac-
commodation in order to attend the 
hearing, 

Joe Grozelle's parents live in the 
Chatham area and about a dozen of his 
siblings and cousins also attended the 
first two clays of the inquest. 

His parents, sister Nikki Van 
Nieuwenhuyze and brother Jim 
Grozelle spent every day observing 
proceedings. 

The last person known to have seen 
him alive was his girlfriend, Melissa 
Haggart, also a third-year cadet at the 
time. . 

— - 
Haggart was to testify next Wednes-

day and Carr-Harris said she was be-
ing 

 
brought back from a ship some-

where in the Pacific Ocean. 
"Now we have a do-over," he said. 

"For the family's sake, the sooner  ‘i 
they get the thing started again, the 
better" 

At the time of Grozelle's disappear-
ance, Haggart told investigators that 
she'd gone to Grozelle's room late that 
night so they could work on their law 
essays together. 

She fell asleep, and when she awak-
ened at 5:30 a.m. he was gone, but his 
wallet and watch were still in his room. 
Haggart told investigators that apart 
from Grozelle's absence, nothing ap-
peared out of place. 

The school organized a search of 
the RMC grounds and nearby Fort 
Henry that same night after Grozelle 
failed to make basketball practice. 
That initial search quickly expanded 
to 'a full-out air; water and land search 
under the direction of the National 
Investigation Service and Kingston 
Police. 

The cadet's body was discovered 22 
days later after passersby spotted it 
floe ti in Lb e Cataraqui River near 
the La Salle tie u_seway 

Counsel for the coroner, the Depart-
ment of National Defence and the 
Grozelle family will meet today to con-

: sides a new date for the inquest. 
hharrison@thewhigcom 

sucy@thewhigcom 



GROZELLE 

  

2 FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2006 _.= 

411: 

  

THE CHATHAM DAILY NEWS   

 

Grozelle inquest ends abruptly 
Jury dismissed Thursday, talks to begin on starting new proceedings 

BY BROCK HARRISON 
AND SUE YANAGISAWA 
Osprey News Network 

KINGSTON — Joe Grozelle's 
family waited three years for an 
inquest that would try and 
explain how the young military 
cadet's body ended up in the.  
Catarqui River. 

After five days of testimony, 
they were sent home Thursday 
without answers as the coroner 
put a stop to the. inquest 
because of an undisclosed 
"issue of fairness." 

"I think it took everyone by 
surprise," said the Royal 
Military Cadet's father Ron 
Grozelle. "It caught everyone 
off guard . . . we're now facing  

another 
delay in 
finding 
answers 
about what 
happened 
to Joe." 

J o e 
Grozelle 
disappeared 
from his 
dorm room 
at Royal 
Military College some time 
after 1 a.m. on Oct. 22, 2003. 
His body was found Nov. 13, 
2003. 

Presiding coroner David 
Eden and coroner's Crown 
counsel Michael Blaine both 
emphasized the jury didn't do  

anything wrong. 
However, Eden told the 

inquest panel there was an 
"issue of fairness" which he'd 
felt compelled to discuss in pri-
vate with the other lawyers at 
the hearing. 

At the conclusion of those 
discussions, shortly after 11:30 
a.m., he had the inquest 
opened in City Hall council 
chambers and announced that 
"out of an abundance of cau-
tion, I will be discharging this 
jury." 

Blaine said that all of the 
parties to the discussions, 
including lawyers representing 
the Grozelle family, the 
National Investigation Service 
and Kingston Police had agreed  

that a new inquest would be 
scheduled and a new jury 
selected as quickly as possible. 

The inquest, having heard 
evidence from five witnesses 
over five days, was to resume 
hearing testimony at 9 a.m., 
Thursday. 

The first witness up was 
expected to be Craig Norman, 
who was Grozelle's basketball 
coach at RMC when he disap-
peared. He had driven from 
Montreal to testify. Next was 
the assistant coach Hugh Lynn, 
who had flown in . from 
Vancouver. 

The first indication that 
something was wrong came 
when the normally punctual 
Dr. Eden failed to open the  

day's sittings at 9,a.m. and the 
jurors had not been seated. 

Then, just slightly after 9:30 
a.m., OPP Det. Tracy Dobbin 
began rounding up the lawyers 
for a meeting with Eden and 
Blaine on the floor below. 

Lawyer Brian Abrams, who 
represents the interests of 
Kingston Police at the hearing, 
hadn't planned to attend 
Thursday but was summoned 
by phone. 

After the jury was formally 
dismissed, the coroner and 
Blaine met with them behind 
closed doors, but Blaine still 
wouldn't elaborate on the sud-
den change in plans. 

He repeated his earlier asser-
tion that "this jury did  

absolutely nothing wrong," 
and emphasized there will be 
another inquest: "I don't want 
to say anything inappropriate 
that would prejudice that 
process." 

Family lawyer Bruce Carr-
Harris said he wasn't able to dis-
close the nature of the "issue"' 
the presiding coroner was con- 
cerned about. 

He didn't attend Thursday's  41 
hearing and "it sure was a ik„I 
shock," he said. ItA "I've never heard of a case 
where the jury's been dis-
missed," he said. "I'm not say- ifib, 
ing that it hasn't happened. But 

 . it is rare." 
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Carr-Harris is concerned, as well, 
' that it could take considerable time to 

get a new inquest scheduled. 
The start of this inquest was 

delayed twice before it got underway 
on Oct. 18 and Carr-Harris said the 
logistics of organizing the witnesses 
has been daunting. 

Doing it all over again will also 
mean additional financial burden for 
the Grozelle family, according to Carr-
Harris, since they've had to travel to 
Kingston and arrange accommoda-
tion in order to attend the hearing. 

Joe Grozelle's parents live in 
Muirkirk and about a dozen of his sib-
lings and cousins also attended the 
first two days of the inquest. 

His parents, sister Nikki Van 
Nieuwenhuyze, and brother Jim 
Grozelle spent every day observing 
proceedings. 

The last person known to have 
seen him alive was his girlfriend, 
Melissa Haggart, also a third-year 
cadet at the time. 

Haggart was to testify Wednesday 
and Carr-Harris said she was being 
brought back from a ship somewhere 
in the Pacific ocean.  

"Now we have a do-over," he said. 
"For the family's sake, the sooner they 

I get the thing started again, the bet-
1 ter." 

At the time of Grozelle's disappear-
ance, Haggart told investigators that 
she'd gone to Grozelle's room late that 
night, so they could work on their law 
essays together. 

She fell asleep,• and when she awak-
ened at 5:30 a.m. he was gone, but his 
wallet and watch were still in his 
room arid Haggart told investigators 
that apart from his absence nothing 
appeared out of place. 

The school organized a search of 
the RMC grounds and nearby Fort 
Henry that same night after Grozelle 
failed to make basketball practice and 
that Initial search quickly expanded to 
a full-out air, water and land search 
under the direction of the National 
Investigation Service and Kingston I 
Police. 

The cadet's body was discovered 22 
days later after passers-by spotted it 
floating in the Cataraqui River near La 
Salle Causeway. 

Counsel for the coroner, the 
Department of National Defence and 
the Grozelle family will meet today to 
consider -a new date for the inquest. 

➢ The Kingston Whig-Standard 
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KINGSTON — A meet-
ing is to be held this week 
to discuss the timing of a 
new inquest into the death 
of 21-year-old Royal Mili-
tary College cadet Joe 
Grozelle, a native of 
Ridgetown. 

A lawyer for Grozelle's 
family says it could take 
months to set a date. 

"I have absolutely no 
idea when it will start 
again," Simon Dahl said 
in reference to a coroner's 
inquest that was abruptly 
cut short last Thursday. 

"It could be weeks, it 
could take months." 

Lawyers for the mili- 
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to plan new inquest 
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Grozelles 2  
still await 

inquest date 
By Brock Harrison 
Whig-Standard StaffWriter 

AMEETING NEXT WEEK WILL D] S-
cuss when a new inquest into the 

death of 21-year-old Royal Military Col-
lege cadet Joe Grozelle will be held. •- 

A lawyer for Grozelle's family said 
yesterday it could take months to set a 
date. 

"I have absolutely no idea when it 
will start again," Simon Dahl said yes-
terday, in reference to a coroner's in-
quest at City Hall which was abruptly 
cut short on Thursday "It could be 
weeks, it could take months." 

Please see OFFICIALS, Page I2 

tary, Kingston police and 
the Grozelle family will 
meet tomorrow to set a 
schedule for a new 
inquest, after presiding 
coroner David Eden ti  
pulled the plug on the 
long-awaited inquest 
just five days into the 
proceedings. 

"The greatest challenge 4 
will be rescheduling DND 
witnesses," said Kingston 
police lawyer Brian 
Abrams. 

Among them is Melissa 
Haggart, Grozelle's girl-
friend at the time of his r 
death, who is with the '1 
Canadian Forces and is to ' 
ship out on a tour of duty 
early next month. 

Continued from Page I 

Lawyers for the military, Kingston 
police and the Grozelle family will 
meet Tuesday to set a schedule for a 
new inquest, after presiding coroner 
Jr. David Eden pulled the plug on the 
long-awaited inquest just five days into 
the proceeding. 

"The greatest challenge will be 
rescheduling [De-
partment of Na-
tional Defence] 
witnesses," King-
ston Police lawyer 
Brian Abrams 
said. 

Among them is 
Grozelle's girl-
friend at the time 
of his death, Melis-
sa Haggart, who is 
with the Canadian 

Forces and is to ship out on a tour of 
duty early next month. She was origi-
nally scheduled to testify Nov. 1. 

Eden aborted the inquest by dismiss-
ing the five-member jury, saying a new 
inquest would be needed in the public 
interest of a fair hearing. He made a 
po'int of saying the jury was not to 
blame for his decision. 

Abrams said Nov. 1 was initially dis-
cussed as the restart date for the in-
quest but now says that is "the most op-
timistic of situations." 

Grozelle was found dead in the Cata-
raqui River on Nov. 13, 2003, three 
weeks after disappearing from his 
RMC dormitory. 

Investigations by the military and 
police, as well as two separate autop-
sies, have rulet his death inconclusive, 
although Grozelle's family maintains 
foul play was a factor. 

The inquest was originally supposed 

RON GROZELLE: Just another delay. 

to wrap up in late November. Dozens of 
pathologists, police, military and RMC 
witnesses were scheduled to take the 
stand. 

The five witnesses who have already 
testified will have to be reappear before 
a new jury once the inquest is restart-
ed. 

The jury will rule Grozelle's death as 
either natural, accidental, suicide, 
homicide or undetermined, and may 
or may not give recommendations to 
prevent future similar deaths. 

Grozelle's father, Ron Grozelle, says 
the cancellation of the inquest is just 
another delay the family has had to 
deal with in getting answers about his 
son's mysterious death. 

The inquest was called by Ontario 
chief coroner Dr. Barry McLellan in 
December 2005 and was delayed twice 
before getting underway on Oct. 18. 

bharrison@thewhig.com  

Officials to meet on 
Grozelle inquest date 

JOE GROZELLE 
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Cadet Ron Grozelle was found dead in 2003 

Date set for new inquegf' No4jlic7t-  

Jury key to starting 
inquest on time By Brock Harrison 

Whig-Standard Staff Writer 

NEW INQUEST INTO THE DEATH OF 
RMC cadet Joe Grozelle is set for 

Nov. 20 in Kingston. 
Ron Grozelle, the father of 21-year-

old cadet whose body was pulled from 
the Cataraqui River three weeks after 
he went missing in 2003, said yester-
day that the Ontario coroner's office 
will start a new inquest in three 
weeks, provided that a five-member ju- 

Grozelle inquest 
reset for Nov. 20 

KINGSTON (CP) ---- A new 
inquest into the death of Royal 
Military College cadet Joe 
Grozelle is set for Nov. 20. 

Ron Grozelle, the father of the 
21-year-old whose body was 
pulled from the Cataraqui River 
three weeks after he went miss-
ing in October 2003, said the 
Ontario coroner's office will start 
a new inquest in three weeks. • 

Free Press staff 

No new date has been set for the 
inquest into Ridgetown native Joe 
Grozelle's disappearance and 
death, officials with the provincial 
coroner's office said yesterday. 

At the end of a confusing week 
that saw the original inquest 
abruptly end last Thursday, ' 
Michael Blain, the coroner's coun-
sel, rebuffed a report the proceed- 

ings will resume on Nov. 20. . 
"No date has been confirmed," h. 

Blain said yesterday, one day after 
a newspaper in Kingston — where 
the inquest is being held — qtioted 
a Grozelle family member naming 
that date. 

"As soon as the date has been 
confirmed, we will let (everyone) 
know." 

Though the inquest's end was 
unexpected, Blain hasn't publicly  

ry can be selected by then. 
PreSiding coroner Dr. David Eden 

stopped a long-awaited inquest into 
Grozelle's death just five days after it 
began last week, saying an "issue of 
fairness" had compromised the pro-
ceejlings. 

Eden and Crown attorney Michael 
Blaine refused to elaborate. 

Eden did say the jury did nothing 
wrong. 

Please see JURY, Page 10  

Continued from Page I 

"We're going for what the kids would 
call a do-over," family lawyer Bruce 
Carr-Harris said in an interview "The 
coroner is really trying to get this thing 
fired up again." 

If a jury can't be assembled within 
the next three weeks, Carr-Harris says 
the earliest the new inquest could be-
gin would be next March. 

"Needless to say, that is pot good 
news," he said. 

"The family would be very con-
cerned if that were the case." 

Ron Grozelle, already frustrated by 
the aborted inquest and the handful of 
delays the family encountered leading 
up to it, says waiting another four or 
five months is unacceptable. 

"I'd be very upset," he said. 
Grozelle adds that he's not optimistic 

that the coroner's office will find a jury 
in time to start the inquest as sched-
uled. 

"With the way this thing is going, I'd 
be very surprised," he said. 

Carr-Harris is more optimistic, say-
ing there is a "reasonable" chance of ,a 
new jury being struck. 

If a jury is found, the new inquest 
would begin right around the time the 
original inquest was scheduled to fin-
ish. 

The Grozelles hoped to be finished 
with the inquest well in time for the 
holidays, but if Nov. 20 proves to be the 
start date, they could be spending 
Christmas away from their home in 
Chatham, Ont., and in a Kingston ho-
tel. 

"It would get quite awkward if we get 
into Christmastime," Ron Grozelle 
said. 

There was some speculation when 
Eden abruptly ended the first inquest 
that he may not return for the new one. 
Carr-Harris, however, says Eden will 
likely be back. 

The two clashed a number of times 
during proceedings, with Eden repri-
manding Carr-Harris for asking inap-
propriate questions to witnesses that 
he said would generate inadmissible 
evidence. 

Lawyers for the Canadian Forces and 
Kingston Police, which assisted in the 
investigation, repeatedly condemned 
Carr-Harris for trying to assign blame 
on investigators. 

When asked, Carr-Harris wouldn't 
say if his tactics in the courtroom had 
anything to do with Eden's dismissal of 
the inquest. 

Blaine could not be reached fbr com-
ment yesterday. 

When the inquest starts over, all five 
witnesses who testified before the in-
quiry was stopped would need to be re- 

`It seems like every time 

we make a little 

progress, we get 

slammed with 

more bad news.' 

- Ron Grozelle 

called to take the stand in front of the 
new jury. 

Carr-Harris said all witnesses - in-
cluding Grozelle's girlfriend, Melissa 
Haggart, and the pathologists who per-
formed autopsies on Grozelle - have 
been given a tentative schedule. 

"So far as waknow, no key witnesses 
are missing," he said. 

The family may want to take the OP 
portunity to Call on witnesses that ' 
weren't scheduled during the first in-
quest, Carr-Harris suggested. 

Joe Grozelle disappeared from his 
RMC dorm room sometime after 1 a.m. 
on Oct. 22, 2003. His body was found 
Nov. 13, 2003. 

Subsequent investigations and two 
separate autopsies revealed no cause of 
death, though Grozelle's family has 
maintained that foul play was a factor 

Witness testimony from the first in-
quest yielded no compelling evidence 
that would suggest how Grozelle died. 

Ron Grozelle says- the frustration his 
family has endured keeps mounting. 

"It seems like every time we make a 
little progress, we get slammed with 
more bad news," he said. "We learned 
on Dec. 14, 2005, that there would be an 
inquest. They had almost a year to get 
ready. Why it's still not happening, 
we're not sure." 

Once a new jury is found, it will be 
tasked with ruling Grozelle's death as 
natural, accident, suicide, homicide or 
undetermined. 

bharrisorWthewitig.com  
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No date set for resuming 
Grozelle inquest 

explained what led to the decision, 
saying only it was made "in the 
interest of ensuring a fair hear-
ing.. 

Grozelle, a 21-year-old student at 
Royal Military College in 
Kingston, disappeared from his 
dorm room on Oct. 22, 2003. His 
body washed ashore near the 
school about three weeks later. 

During the five days of the origi-
nal inquest, which was marked by 

some tension resulting from the 
Grozelle family lawyer's pointed 
questions, several forensic experts 
testified. 

This week, however, was 
expected to be especially interest-
ing: Grozelle's girlfriend, believed 
the last person to have seen him 
alive, was slated to testify. 

It would have been her first 
public comments since the 2003 
tragedy. 

= 
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GROZELLE INQUEST 

`We need to get though this' 
An anguished dad calls on the coroner to explain why his son's inquest was abruptly halted. 
BY PATRICK MALONEY 
Free Press Reporter 

Ron Grozelle yesterday 
blasted the Ontario coroner's 
office for its handling of the 
inquest into the death of his 
son, Joe, whose body washed 
ashore three years ago this 
week. 

After hearing the coroner's 
inquest — abruptly stopped 
Oct. 26 without explanation --
won't resume until next year,  

the Ridgetown father 
expressed his concerns with 
the process. 

"I'm just hoping the coro-
ner's office is going to step up 
to the plate and do their job," 
the normally stoic Grozelle 
told The Free Press last night. 

"We're just kind of working 
on the basis if we're not hear-
ing anything, nothing's going 
to happen." 

Grozelle also called on the 
coroner to explain why the  

inquest was stopped following 
five days of testimony. 

"They should . . . connivent 
on it," Grozelle said. "It would 
be kind of nice to tell the 
Ontario public." 

Earlier yesterday, Michael 
Blain, the coroner's counsel 
overseeing the inquest, said it 
will be at least two more 
months before it resumes. 

"You could safely say that 
it will be in the new year," 
he said, 

Joe Grozelle, a third-year 
cadet and varsity basketball 
player at Kingston's Royal 
Military College, disappeared 

- from his dorm room Oct. 22, 
2003. His body washed ashore 
near the school three weeks 
later, on Nov. 13. 

The circumstances sur-
rounding the 21-year-old's 
death remain mysterious even 
three years on. 

JOE 
GROZELLE: 
Body washed 
ashore in 2003. 

RON 
GROZELLE: 
Wants 

See GROZELLE Page C6 answers. 

Cadets 
inquest 
delayed 

By Brock•Harrison 
Whig-Standard Staff Writer 

ANEW INQUEST INTO MYSTEET- 

ous death of Royal Military Col-
lege cadet Joe Grozelie likely won't be-
gin this month, further delaying the in-
quiry announced nearly a year ago. 

Bruce Carr-Harris, lawyer for the 
Grozelle family, says the (hit azio coro-
ner's office informed him the condi-
tional target date to begin a new in-
quest on Nov. 20 will um »etand go, and 
there is no indication when the fresh 
inquest may begin.- 

"It's not going to happen this month 
as had been hoped, and it would be un-
clear as to when it would start again," 
Carr-Harris said. 

Grozelle went missing from kris RNIC 
dorm room three years ago and was 
found three weeks later, dead and float-
ing in the Cataraqui River. 

An inquest was called by the coro-
ner's office last December but was de-
layed several times before it finally be-
gan on Oct. 18 at City Hall. But presid-
big coroner Dr. David Men slopped the 
long-awaited inquest five days into tes-
timony saying an "issue of fairness" 

G had compromised the proceedings. 

Shortly after the inquest was 
stopped, the Whig-Standard reported a 
new inquest was to begin on Nov. 20 in 
Kingston, unless a fiveni ember ,jhry 
could not be struck within a reason-
able time, The paper also reported that' 
if a new jury could not be found, the 
earliest a new inquest could begin 
would be next March. 

Carr-Harris said the coroner's office 
gave him no suggestions as to when a 
new inquest will star t. 

Kathy Kern the executive officer of in-
quests with the Ontario coroner's office, 
confirmed that no date has been set. 

Grozelle's father, Ron Grozelle, did 
not speculate on wbeu a. new inquest 
might occur 

"I've been advised by m:y lawyer that 
it looks like it's going to be delayed 

' again," Grozelie said. 
When a new inquest is calipd, all five 

witnesses who testified before the in-
quiry halted need take the stand in 
front of the new 'jury 

Joe Grozelie disappeared from his 
dorm room sometime after 1 a.m. on 
Oct. 22, 2003. His body was found Nov 13, 
2003. SUbsequent investigations and two 
separate autopsies revealed no cause of 
death, though aozelle's family has 
maintained that tbut play was a factor. 

Witness testimony from the first in-
quest yielded no COITIVelithlg evidence 
that would suggest how Grozelle died. 

The new jury will rule On whether 
Grozelle's death was natural, accident, 
suicide, homicide or undetermined. 

bharrisoO'yhmhig.coni, 

GROZELLE: 
Some would-be 
witnesses now 

' in the military 
From Page Cl 

Investigators found no evidence 
of foul play, but the Grozelles main-
tain it could have played a role in 
the death. 

The inquest started at Kingston 
city hall Oct. 18, but the plug was 
pulled a week later. The decision 
was made "in public interest of a 
fair hearing," said Dr. David Eden, 
the presiding coroner. 

Rescheduling is even more com-
plicated than usual, Blain noted, 
because of the witness list: Many 
are former Grozelle classmates 
fl,om RMC who have since gradu-
ated and are serving with Canada's 
military. 

They're now scattered nation-
wide, he said. 

While Bruce Carr-Harris, the . 
Grozelle lawyer, was quoted this 
week as saying the delay is "devas- f 
hitting" for the family, Ron Grozelle it 
remained hopeful yesterday. 

"I've been waiting over three 
years. Another few months isn't 
going to make a difference," he said. 

"Obviously, there's a lot of inter-
nal frustration, but on the other 
hand, we need to get through this," 

pmaloney@lfpress.com  



Joe Grozelle Inquest delayed, again 
The inquest by the On-

tario Coroner's Office into 
the death of Ridgetown's Joe 
Grozelle in 2003 has been 
delayed, again. 

The long awaited inquest 
into the death of Royal Mili-
tary College cadet Grozelle 
was announced about one 

year ago, two years after his 
mysterious disappearance 
and death and now, three 
years after his body was 
found in the Cataraqui River 
on November 13, 2003, the 
inquest has been halted and 
delayed again. 

The inquest began 

Wednesday, October 18 and 
was quickly halted after only 
five days of testimony. 

Presiding Coroner Dr. 
David Eden would only state 
that the inquest was stopped 
to ensure fairness. Although 
initially, it was stated that the 
inquest could begin again on 

November 20, that did not 
happen. No date has been set 
to restart the inquest. 

A new five-person jury 
will be needed for the new 
inquiry and witnesses will 
have to be rescheduled, in-
cluding those who already 
testified in the first inquest. 

A new inquest is now not ex-
pected to begin until some-
time next year. 

Grozelle, 21 and a third-
year cadet at RMC disap-
peared from his dorm room 
on October 22 and after an 
extensive search, his body 
turned up in the Cataraqui 

River on November 13. The 
initial autopsy and a second 
autopsy revealed no cause of 
death. 

The inquest is to answer 
who, how, when, where and 
if the death was natural, ac-
cidental, suicide, homicide or 
undetermined. 

Wednesday, November 22, 2006 The Ridgetown independent 

Grozelle frustrated with halt of Inquest 
By Sheila McBrayne 

It was just five days into the Joe Grozelle Inquest when 
presiding coroner Dr. David Eden stopped the proceedings. 

The only reason given for the sudden halt and dismissal 
of the five-person jury, was in the "public interest of a fair 
hearing". 

"They said it was nothing that the jury did wrong; nothing 
that the Grozelles had done - so who or what was the cause 
of the fairness issue - what transpired to create an unfair situ-
ation," said Ron Grozelle, father of Joe Grozelle who went 
missing October 22, 2003 and was found dead in the Cataraqui 
River three weeks later on November 13. Grozelle,21, was a 
third year cadet at Royal Military College at the time. 

"It begs the questions - what could the jury have seen or 
heard or read that wouldn't be fair?" No details have yet been 
provided by the Coroner's Office regarding this question. 

The inquest began on October 18, 2006 three years (al-
most to the day) since Joe went missing. Five witnesses tes-
tified before the inquest was shut down on Thursday, Octo-
ber 26. The first possible restart date came and went - Nov. 
20 - without any word from the Coroner's office on when the 

inquest might resume. 
"I don't anticipate the inquest starting again until next 

spring, possibly March... classmates have graduated and are 
spread out. The Coroner's Office has stated that "scheduling 
the witnesses is an issue". I find it hard to accept this - since 
they were able to schedule them all for the first inquest, they 
should be able to do it again a second time," said Grozelle. 

The first witness to testify was Dr. Michael Pollanen, Medi-
cal Director and Forensic Pathologist at the Toronto Forensic 
Pathology Unit, who conducted the second autopsy after Joe's 
body was exhumed in November 2004. His testimony brought 
to light the fact Joe's lip was bruised and a tooth was broken. 
He stated that the injury could have happened prior to death 
or it could have happened post mortem. He stated that he could 
not definitively identify the cause of death and labelled it as 
unascertained. 

The second witness was Dr. David Hurlbut, the Patholo-
gist at Kingston General Hospital who performed the 1st au-
topsy in November 2003. He admitted that many tests on the 
body were not conducted because he did not receive any spe-
cific information that indicated a suspicion of foul play. "A 

21-year-old goes missing and 
turns up in the river three 
weeks later, and they don't 
do every test possible when 
they couldn't conclusively 
say that it was a case of 
drowning? Why? How could 
you not consider this suspi-
cious?" asks a frustrated Ron 
Grozelle. 

When Mr. Grozelle iden-
tified his son he instructed 
the authorities to conduct Joe Grozelle (File Photo) 

every test possible in order 
to find out what happened to his son. "Whether that message 
got through is another story," stated Ron. 

When Dr. Hurlbut was asked how long he thought the 
body had been in the water he indicated based on the condi-
tion of the body was in that he thought approximately 1-2 
weeks. "This lends credibility to sightings of Joe in that first 

(Continued on Page 6) 

'1 D
F f 

)
n

) ! )4;_;J j . (( o A  .7o e. .
. -• , 

-171 • ' ra (47,$) A  t.),- ij,-11)1ir.:, r$7) CU , v(.--0 

. ..:-_ • -0=-4- - -4-  •  -1.- 441". 7°.  110' -47 ;Q:-; 4;7 '6.1?  

• 
4 • — • -7,4 — •• • • • , — • 

a • 7.• c.  
{jri• A C-572-)  co'.9 1 /4. 7.1 trY0 • '•••,‘") roc- '7) LC1 • or• • -co.42; --, • • • ;77_ 7* •40.. - •  -.P.- '4IIP:%.7" 04%5yZ 0A ‘2i fiL C.N1 I -.' " 

The Ridgetown 

Volume 12 No. 51- 75¢ (GST included) 
• •  1-  T1 Tr t f A.5:111-`1, 5 • -  rt.!  0 k-	 -... - SIT(47122..aykayL  

t
%•• 

cL! 
" •—• •

jj; 
•

4  '1 ; noi
4i•
k (.A-0 r".1)+Cirrji 1 4 f •ir j:::-Q.'i...0 

NifIc.   • 44. • • •••: .  - 
r•• • •  0.4  

o 
•010  
a( 

117. -elb • .•—••• 

"From the Community -
to the Community" 

Wednesday, November 29, 2006 

7s' 

ro 

- 



10.17i. +Ye 
AR.- • •90.• 

41:L _cc  

Grozelle frustrated with halt of Inquest 
(Continued from Front) from the OPP E-Crimes Unit. plete and share their finding two autopsies, two inquests 
week or so that he disap- Falconer examined a copy of over the previous two years. and no closer to any an- 
neared," said Ron. "It makes the hard drive from Joe's That never happened. swers," said Grozelle. 
you ask, were all of the re- computer, but didn't come up "The day we were sup- In November of 2004 
ported sightings followed up with anything out of the or- pose to be filled in on what 'Deputy Chief Coroner, Dr. 
in a proper and timely fash- dinary. . they had been doing for two Jim Cairns stated to media 
ion?" On Thursday morning, years, we were told that there that foul play had been ruled 

Kimberley Sharpe, a Fo- October 26, 2006 at 9 a.m. would be an inquest and that out and the OPP would not be 
rensic Biologist with the Cen- Joe's basketball coach Craig they could now not comment laying any criminal charges 
tre of Forensic Science in Norman who drove from on the case - that we would and that they only had one or 
Toronto was the third witness Montreal and assistant coach get all our answers at the in- two loose ends to tie up be- 
who testified there was Hugh Lynn, who flew in from quest. Now the inquest fi- fore ending the investigation. 
on Joe's body that was not his Vancouver were scheduled to nally started and we're still "Really, two autopsies, nei-
own, but she could not say testify, but were never called not allowed to openly ask ther of which confirmed 
whose DNA it was because on as presiding Coroner Dr. questions," said Grozelle. "It drowning, and foul play is 
of the quality of the sample. Eden had summoned all the is difficult to imagine how a ruled out?" questioned 

The fourth witness was lawyers involved for a con- jury of five ordinary citizens Grozelle. 
Johanne Almer, an Assistant ference. At about 11:30 a.m. are going to be able to answer The Grozelles are await- 
Section Head Biology also they returned and it was an- the four outstanding ques- ing a phone call from the 
from CFS in Toronto called nounced that the inquest was tions which the Kingston Po- Coroner's Office to hear 
on to comment on Joe being stopped and was to be lice, CFNIS (Canadian when they might expect the 
Grozelle's pants. There was rescheduled and start again. Forces National Investigation inquest to resume. 
evidence of blood stains and The five witnesses will Service), Coroner's Office "We appreciate all the 
material damage marks on his have to testify again to a new and OPP couldn't answer support locally, from family 
pants. jury. with all their resources and and friends and my work, 

The fifth and final witness "We've had a dress re- three years time." • Union Gas, has been abso- 
before the inquest was hearsal, now we know how The jury must answer who lu te 1 y fantastic , " said 
stopped was Detective Ser- the inquest process works," died, how they died, when Grozelle. 
geant Jim Falconer, Compo- said Grozelle. Grozelle and they died, where they died Dr. Bonita Porter, Deputy 
ter Forensics Investigator ' his lawyers Bruce Carr- and the manner of death. "In- Chief Coroner responsible 

Harris have been frustrated vestigators only came up with for Inquests would only reit-
with their inability to ask cer- one of the five answers - the erate that it was a matter of 
tain questions during the In- who - Joe Grozelle, and I did procedural fairness that the 
quest. It's the Coroner's Of- that for them three years ago Inquest was stopped and she 
fice who is in charge of this when I identified the body," could not speculate on when 
inquest and it was the Coro- said Grozelle. another Inquest would begin. 
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