


`Why he would disappear 
is beyond me' 
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Michael Lea/The Whig-Standard 

Minnie Grozelle, mother of missing RMC cadet Joe Grozelle, holds back tears yesterday while talking to reporters. 

"He seemed happy. He seemed fine. He seemed normal," Ron Grozelle, the cadet's father, said. 

Cadet's family arrives to help search 

By Sarah Crosbie 
Whig-Standard Staff Writer 

AS THE SEARCH FOR ROYAL MILITARY 
College cadet Joe Grozelle enters 

its second week, desperation is con-
suming his family and investigators. 

Last night, Lt.-Col. Rod McDonald, 
RMC's deputy director of cadets, said 
the Canadian Forces National Investi-
gation Service needs a break in the 
case of the missing 21-year-old student. 

"There's lots of little tidbits coming 
in but each one we chase down leads to 
a dead end," he said. 

"We are no further ahead now than 
we were at the beginning of this. Some-
thing has to break at this point." 

As the investigation progresses, 
some new details are being released. 

McDonald confirmed yesterday that 
Grozelle's girlfriend was the last per-
son known to have seen him. 

He said the RMC student was in 
Grozelle's dorm room on Tuesday 
night studying for her midterms while 
he worked on an essay Grozelle's girl-
friend fell asleep around 1 a.m. Wed-
nesday. 

When she woke up, he was gone. 
The college won't reveal her name. 
Grozelle's father, Ron, said that his 

son's girlfriend is devastated. 
"Obviously she's very distraught 

about this situation," he said. "She's 
under a lot of pressure. Not only is she 
his girlfriend but she was the last per-
son to see him. 

"As far as we know, their relation-
ship was fine." 

Desperate to find their son, Ron and 
Minnie Grozelle decided late Saturday 
to leave their home in Muirkirk, Ont., 
near Chatham, and drive to Kingston. 

Joe Grozelle's older brother Dan and 

older sister Nikki were also here yes-
terday searching for their brother. He r 
also has an older brother Jim and a 
younger sister Corri. 

The family spent yesterday search-
ing for Grozelle with a team of mili-
tary investigators and RMC cadets. 

When the official search was over for 
the day, members of the Grozelle fami-
ly set out to search on their own while • 
Ron Grozelle spent hours doing inter-
views with newspapers and TV and ra-
dio stations trying to spread the word 
about his missing son. 

"I'd love to have my phone ring and 
someone say, `We've got him. We've  L' 
found him,' " Ron Grozelle told The ' 
Whig-Standard. 

"How he could just disappear is be- 
yond me." 

Please see 'PLEASE CALL,' Page 8 



...... 

"We're going squadron by squadron and asking for infer-
ii ation as remote as it may seem," he said. 

"What we're finding is that some of the cadets are coming 
forth with information but it seems we have to prompt them." 

As the search enters its seventh day today, Ron Grozelle 
said it's getting tougher to stay positive but he said being in 
Kingston is helping his family. 

"The best place for us is here," he said. "We can communi-
cate with people and ask questions." 

Since Grozelle vanished, the military and his family have 
repeatedly said he's not the type of person to spontaneously 
take off for a road trip or vacation. 

The third-year cadet and honour student is studying to be 
a logistics officer. 

Ron Grozelle said his son was happy at school and didn't 
seem to be having any problems with his fellow cadets. He 
also said his son doesn't have any medical problems that 
could have contributed to his disappearance. 
-"He handles pressure very well," Ron Grozelle said. "He's 

able to manage his time, his resources and his scheduled ac-
tivities well. 

"He seemed happy. He seemed fine. He seemed normal." 
• The Grozelles last saw their son in early September when 
they came to Kingston. The family visited the college and 
went out for dinner together 

Minnie Grozelle talked to her son on the phone on 
Thanksgiving weekend. Joe Grozelle had a game in Halifax 
that weekend and couldn't make it back to the family farm 
for the holiday 

"They had a normal conversation. You know, 'How are 
'Wings going? Is everything OK?' He seemed fine," Ron 
Grozelle said. 

The Grozelles are planning to stay in Kingston for the next 
few days. Ron Grozelle said he doesn't want to return home 
without knowing his son is safe. 

"Joe, please call home if you can," Ron Grozelle pleaded 
yesterday. "And for anyone reading this, please keep your 
eyes and ears open for anything. It may not seem relevant 
but even if you find a piece of clothing, or a shoe, anything 
that could be a lead, please let us know" 
- Joe Grozelle is five-foot-eight and weighs 150 pounds. He has 

spiky, light brown hair and blue eyes. He was last seen wear-
ing  lightweight clothing, including a dark-coloured hooded 
sweatshirt and light-coloured pants and leather shoes. 

Anyone with information about Grozelle is asked to call 
Military police at 541-5010, ext. 5330, or Kingston Police at 
549-4660. 

Please call home,' 
missing cadet's 
father pleads 
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Continued from Page I 

Grozelle said he never thought his son just decided to take 
off for a few days to go on a spontaneous vacation. 

"People might take off for a day or two but then they'd call 
to say they were OK but Joe just wouldn't leave the college," 
he said. "Our concern started when we got the call Thurs-
day morning that no one knew where he was. Ifs just not in 
his nature to disappear." 

Grozelle believes his son is alive and in the area. 
"We're trying to stay positive," he said. 
"The fact he hasn't called us would indicate there's a prob-

lem, an injury, maybe he's unconscious. We're hoping that's 
the case, that he's around and we just have to find him." 

College officials were notified of Grozelle's disappearance 
around 6 p.m. Wednesday after he didn't show up for varsity 
basketball practice. 

That evening, military police, the Kingston Police canine 
unit and boats from HMCS Cataraqui were all notified. A 
search-and-rescue helicopter from CFB Trenton was called 
i ii and a Canadian Coast Guard vessel searched the waters 
a round the campus. 

The Canadian Forces National Investigation Service 
spent much of the weekend scouring the wooded areas near 
the college and CFB Kingston. 

Yesterday, a group of investigators and 60 RMC cadets and 
s t aff combed a densely wooded area to the east of Fort Hen-
1.y near the military housing. 

McDonald said there was no evidence to suggest Grozelle 
was there on Wednesday morning but investigators wanted a 
thorough search of the area. The area is a popular place for 
students to go hiking and is also a training area for the cadets. 

During training exercises yesterday, crews from HMCS 
Cataraqui also searched the water around the college. 

With no new leads yesterday, McDonald said every RMC 
squadron was going to be questioned last night. After the in-
terviews were finished, investigators were going to sit down 
.and plan what to do today . 
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RMC cadets comb the wooded area near Fort Henry yesterday looking for Joe Grozelle, who was reported missing Wednesday evening. About 60 cadets took part in the search. 
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Ron and Minnie Grozelle, Joe Grozelle's parents, talk to reporters yesterday GROZELLE: Missing since Wednesday 
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Grozelle's 
family 

renews plea 
for 

public's help 
By Sarah Crosbie 
Whig-Standard Staff Writer 
TT WAS ONE WEEK AGO TODAY THAT 
1_Ron and Minnie Grozelle learned 
that their son Joe was missing. 

Yesterday, the distraught parents 
pleaded for Kingstonians to take an-
other look around their neighbour-
hoods, streets, schoolyards, garages 
and farms for even the smallest clue 
about their son's disappearance. 

With her elder son Dan standing be-
hind her, his hands squeezing her 
shoulders for support, Minnie Grozelle 
asked if people would take some time 
to help look for her son. 

"Did you look in your back yard?" 
she said. "How about right now?" 

She looked at her husband, dropped 
her head and started to cry 

"Sorry, I'm having a moment," she 
said in a whisper-like voice. 

"How would you feel if someone 
found something close to where you 
lived and you didn't do anything?" 

Yesterday, investigators and Royal 
Military College officials maintained 
that no information has surfaced that 
would suggest the'third-year RMC stu-. 
dent is anything but a stalwart cadet, a 
top student and an all-around good guy. 

And, after a weeklong investigation, 
there's still nothing to lead investiga-
tors to rule out any possibility, includ-
ing foul play. 

So far, nothing points to the possibili-
y that Grozelle, 21, was sick, mentally 
ill or suicidal. 

"That's not Joe," Minnie Grozelle 
said. 

"I've always told him nothing in the 
world is that bad." 

The college also said yesterday it ap-
pears that Grozelle finished the paper 
he was working on the night he van-
ished. He also went to basketball prac-
tice that evening and had dinner on 
campus with some of his teammates. 
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Ian MacAtinneiThe Whig-Standard 

Royal Military College cadet Sean Danchuk puts a flyer  on a car on Ontario Street yesterday. 
Please see 'WE WILL,' Page 10 Cadets  were  out in force yesterday, looking for clues to,the disappearance of cadet Joe Grozelle. 
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CADET: E-mails being examined 
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"All kinds of scenarios go through your head," 
admits the father. "Was it stress? I don't know. Joe 
is capable of handling a lot of things. I think he 
could handle this," he says of mid-term exams. 

Joe was strong academically and successful in 
all aspects of the college curriculum, say RMC offi-
cials. 

"We are at a loss as to what would have triggered 
this," says Ron. "We wonder is he hurt? You think 
of all those things, from the best case to the worst." 

The family is trying to stay on the positive side, 
says Minnie. 

"We don't understand why this has happened 
but we believe, we have faith. We have to be hope-
ful." 

Minnie says she is aware there are "a lot of jog-
gers and runners in Kingston. We are asking them 
to check their backyards, the pathways, the parks." 

Lt-Col. Rod McDonald, deputy director of cadets 
at RMC, says cadets, staff, military police and vol-
unteers have scoured the grounds for any trace of 
the cadet. 

The investigation is being led by the Canadian 
Forces National Investigation Service. Assisting 
are the Military Police, Kingston Police and OPP. 

"We are following up every lead," says McDon-
ald, but, so far, the case is baffling. 

"Joe disappeared with the clothes on his back," 
says McDonald. The cadet's wallet and cell phone 
were left in his room. 

More than 50 cadets trudged through pouring 
rain to distribute flyers to homes and businesses in 
downtown Kingston, Wednesday, Oct. 29. 

PHOTO: ROB MOOY 

Canvas continues: Third-year RMC officer cadet 
Ryan Farley puts flyers on windshields along On-
tario Street Wednesday, Oct. 29. 

"The cadets want to keep active [in the search], 
they want to contribute," says McDonald. "They 
want to help the family any way they can." 

McDonald says investigators are checking 
Grozelle's e-mails, personal papers and bank ac-
counts for leads. 

Anyone with any information is asked to call mil-
itary police at 541-5010 ext. 5330. 

lynnlambert@kingstonthisweek.com  

PHOTO: LYNN REES LAMBERT 

Family in waiting: Missing RMC cadet's Joe Grozelle's family (I-r) sister Nikki, father Ron, mother 
Minnie and brother Dan spoke to the Kingston media Wednesday, Oct. 29, one week after their 
21-year-old son went missing. Authorities have few clues as to the student's whereabouts. 
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Missing I 
cadet 
case 

baffling 
LYNN REES LAMBERT 

Kingston This Week 

"We're here to find Joe." 
The father of missing RMC cadet Joe 

Grozelle and his family are appealing 
to the public to check backyards, path-
ways, sheds and under canoes in an ef-
fort to find the 21-year-old cadyt who 
disappeared from his dormitory more 
than one week ago. 

Joe's family — parents Ron and Min-
nie, sister Nikki and brother Dan — are 
desperate for information as to what 
happened to the 
third-year cadet. 

They arrived this 
week from Ridge-
town, Ont. a commu-
nity near Chatham, 

i to appeal for the pub-
lic's help. Another 
son and daughter, 
Jimmy and Corrie, 
are back home. 

Joe was last seen at 
about 1 am, Wednesday, Oct. 22, in his 
dorm where he was writing an essay. 

His girlfriend, Who has not been 
named, was studying with him and is 
believed to be the last person to see 
him. 

Sometime after 1 am, Joe pulled on a 
dark, hooded sweatshirt along with a 
pair of light coloured pants and leather 
shoes and walked out. 

He has not been seen or heard from 
since. 

"This is totally not in his nature," 
says father Ron. 

There has been no word regarding 
his whereabouts and an extensive 
search of the campus and adjoining 
Fort Henry area has failed to turn up 
any clues.. . 

) SEE CADET/24 

His girlfriend, a third-year RMC stu-
dent, is the last known person to see 
him. 

She was in Grozelle's room studying 
for midterms late in the evening on 
Oct. 21. 

When she woke up a few hours later, 
he was gone. 

College officials were notified of 
Grozelle's disappearance around 6 p.m. 
on Oct. 22 after he didn't show up for 
basketball practice. 

Last night at around 8:30, an Ontario 
Provincial Police helicopter with infra-
red capabilities took off from Norman 
Rogers Airport. The helicopter can de-
tect heat sources. 

The college believed the chopper 
would be searching the densely wood-1  
ed areas east of the college. 

"If you're looking for heat, you're 
' looking for. someone alive," Snow said. 
- • "We're still committed to finding Joe 
alive. We're not going to rule anything 

:out but we're still looking for Joe  in 

one piece." 
Yesterday, the National Investigation 

Service also forwarded Grozelle's 
missing person report to police sta-

' tions across the country. Until yester-
day, the information had been distrib-
uted to police throughout Ontario. 

Since last week, an eight-person 
team from the National Investigation 
Service has been leading land, air and 

' water searches. 
Yesterday, RMC cadets pounded the 

wet pavement downtown, handing out 
flyers containing Grozelle's picture 

- and personal information and going 
door to door asking if anyone had seen 
their fellow student and friend. 

Lt.-Col. Rod McDonald, deputy direc-
tor of cadets at RMC, said the cadets 
felt like they had to help the search. 

"Right now they're feeling a sense of 
helplessness,", he said. 

"He's one of theirs and they want to 
be able to do something." 

Starting today, the college will be 
briefing cadets each morning about 
the investigation and any updates  on 

Grozelle's disappearance.  

Minnie and Ron Grozelle and two of 
their children, Dan and Nikki, also 
spent yesterday hunting for Joe 
Grozelle while their other two children 

• waited by the phone at their family 
- farm in Muirkirk, Ont., near Chatham. 

Minnie Grozelle said it's easier being 
in Kingston than at home. 

"Joe's spirit is here," she said. 
"I see these caclets marching around 

and it's like•seeing Joe marching 
around. That's Joe. 

"It's like he's here. This was his last 
-home away from home." 

With few leads or tips coming into in-
_ vestigators, McDonald spoke to the 950 
• cadets on Monday night, begging them 
to think of anything that might lead  to 
• a break in the case. 
- Investigators went through much of 
the information on Tuesday and were 

' still checking out some new informa-
' tion yesterday. 

McDonald said thanks to the cadets, 
the investigative squad learned about 
some new acquaintances, friends and 
e-mail accounts as well as other infor-
mation pertaining to Grozelle. 

Investigators were waiting to see if 
the OPP helicopter found anything last 
night before they decide on plans and 
search strategies for today. 

The helicopter may make another 
trip around the area surrounding the 
college this morning if the weather is 
good, McDonald said last night. 

Joe Grozelle is five-foot-eight and 
weighs 150 pounds. He has spiky, light 
brown hair and blue eyes. He was last 
seen wearing lightweight clothing, in-
cluding a dark-coloured hooded sweat-
shirt and light-coloured pants and 

leather shoes. 
Anyone with information about 

Grozelle is asked to call military police 
at 541-5010, ext. 5330, or Kingston Police 

,pt 549-4660. 
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LEA Canadian Press 

MOM STRUGGLES: Minnie Grozelle, mother of missing Royal Military College cadet Joe Grozelle, 
struggles to maintain her composure as she talks to reporters in Kingston yesterday. 

MISSING CADET 

Description 
Joe Grozelle is five-foot-eight, 
150 pounds, with spiky light 
brown hair and blue eyes. He 
was last seen wearing 
lightweight clothing, includ-
ing a dark-coloured hooded 
sweatshirt and light-coloured 
pants with leather shoes. 

Seeking information 
Anyone with information is 
asked to call the military 
police at CFB Kingston at 
(613) 541-5010, ext. 5330, 
or Kingston city police at 
(613) 549-4660. 

Cadet worry grows 
Joe Grozelle, 21, disappeared mysteriously 
after he was last reported seen a week ago 
at Royal Military College in Kingston. 
BY KELLY PEDRO 
Free Press Reporter 

DUART The phone in 
the Grozelle home won't stop 
ringing. 

"Can I call you back?" Jim 
Grozelle asks before quickly 
flipping to the next line to 
take another call. 

The calls have been 
coining every 20 minutes 
from family and friends con-
cerned about Jim Grozelle's 
brother, Joe Grozelle, 21, last 
seen a week ago in his room 
at the Royal Military College 
in Kingston, working on a 
school assignment with his 
girlfriend. 

"1 think everybody's con-
cerned," Jim Grozelle said 
from the family's farm east of 
Ri.dgetown hi Chatham-.Kent. 

"We're not really sure 
what's going on." 

Melissa Itaggart, the miss-
ing mau's girlfriend of a year 
and a half, says sh.e was 
working with him on an 
assignment last week when 
she fell asleep. When she 
woke up about 1 a.m. 
Wednesday, her boyfriend, 
described as an excellent stu-
dent and athlete, was gone. 

Concern spread when 
Grozelle, a point guard for 
the college's varsity basket-
ball team, missed practice 
later that day. 

IVIllitary police, the 
Kingston police canine unit 
and boats from HMCS 
Cataraqui have been search-
ing for him since last 
Wednesday night. A search-
and-rescue helicopter from 
CFB Trenton was called in 
and a Canadian Coast Guard 
vessel searched the waters 
around the campus. 

"This whole scenario is 
very bizarre, very strange 

and is certainly not 
Joe's character." 

Ron Grozelle, 
missing cadet's Thaler 

Searches for Grozelle con-
tinued yesterday with cadets 
combing a wooded area east 
of the college. 

"This whole scenario is 
very bizai:r•e, very strange  

and is certainly not Joe's 
character," his father, Ron 
Grozelle, said yesterday. 
"After this length of time, I 
thought we'd at least have 
heard from him." 

Ron Grozelle met with the 
commander at the college 
yesterday, but said there's no 
new information. 

The college said Grozelle is 
the epitome of what a cadet 
should be, 

"He is the strong type of 
cadet we would expect to do 
very well in the military," 
said Lt.-Col. Rod McDonald, 
the college's deputy director 
of cadets, "He has been very 
strong socially, very strong 
academically, very strong 
athletically." 

Grozelle's basketball team 
is taking his disappearance 
hard, Ron Grozelle said. 

"They're a very close-knit 
group . • . They're 
distraught." 

See CADET Page A8 
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CADET: 'He'll turn up eventually,' brother says as family keeps hopes up 

Grozelle, a third-year col-
lege student at the top of his 
class, was studying to be a 
logistics officer, family mem-
bers say. 

He last spoke with his 
family Thanksgiving Monday. 

Grozelle had recently 
returned from a basketball 
tournament in Halifax, Jim 
Grozelle said. "We chatted on 
the phone like normal." 

"We never had any reason 
to think there was 

something wrong." 
Brother Jim Grozelle 

MIKE HENSEN The London Free Press 

MISSING: Former Mustang basketball standout Jim Grozelle, 24, 
holds a picture of his family in the kitchen of the family home near 
Ridgetown. Grozelle's brother, Joe, 21, disappeared last week from 
his room at the Royai Military College in Kingston, leaving no trace of 
what happened. 

Outside the Grozelle home, a 
basketball net hangs over the 
door to a red barn. The five 
Grozelle children spent their 
summer days playing here on 
the farm the family has lived 
on for 15 years. 

All the Grozelle children at 
one point played basketball on 
school teams. 

"RMC (Royal Military Col-
lege) was a good choice for 
him (Joe) because it gave him 
a chance to play basketball," 
said Jim Grozelle, himself a 
former all-star point guard 
with the University of West-
ern Ontario Mustangs. 

"We never had any reason 
to think there was something 
wrong. He was the guy that 
was joking around, doing the 
stupid stuff all the time. I'm 
sure he'll turn up eventually, 
hopefully sooner rather than 
later." 

Brian Jansen, the missing 
cadet's cousin, said Grozelle 
"liked the discipline. He liked 
the routine," at college. "He's 
always been a happy-go-lucky 
kid." 

Ron Grozelle said the family 
is trying to stay positive. 

With files from Canadian Press 

MICHAEL LEA Canadian Press, 

GROUND SEARCH: Royal Military College officer cadet Neil Pettitt 
fights his way through the thick underbrush around the married 
quarters at Canadian Forces Base Kingston yesterday as the ground 
search continues for fellow cadet Joe Grozelle. 
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Ian Gillespie: It's tough to cope 
with personal disasters. Page Bl 

KINGSTON — A 21-year-old 
cadet who disappeared last 
week, spurring a massive 
search effort, left his cellphone 
and wallet in his dorm room, 
investigators say. 

Joe Grozelle, a third-year 
student at Royal Military Col- 
lege (RMC) here, was last seen 

a week ago by 
his girlfriend, 
Melissa Hag-
gart. The two 
were studying 
and Haggart 
fell asleep 
around 1 a.m. 
Oct. 22. When 
she awoke, he 

Lieut. Ryan Snow, the lead 
investigator. "There isn't a lot 
of information. There isn't that 
specific big event that we've 
found that would suggest . . . 
one thing or another hap-
pened." 

Grozelle's disappearance 
has baffled college officials 
and his parents, Ron and 
Minnie Grozelle, who arrived 
in Kingston Sunday from their 
farm near Ridgetown to help 
search for their son. 

About a dozen relatives 
have combed hiking trails and 
driven along Highway 2, a 
main road leading in and out 
of Kingston, looking for clues 
about the popular student and 
varsity basketball player. 

See MISSING Page A2 

GROZELLE: was gone. 

Disappeared a Since then,
eight investi- 

week ago. gators with 
the National Investigations 
Service, the Canadian Forces' 
major crime unit, have begun 
an intensive search, scouring 
forests and water, looking for 
clues to the whereabouts of the 
Chatham-Kent native. 

"The circumstances around 
this are unique," said navy 
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Investigators spoke to 
each squadron, asking 
them for information. Since 
then, they have received 
more than 50 tips, said Lt.-
Col. Rod McDonald, RMC's 
deputy director of cadets. 

RMC students had just 
begun mid-term exams 
when Grozelle disappeared. 
But flags weren't raised 
until Grozelle didn't show 
up for practice Wednesday 
night. 

Grozelle was studying to 
be a logistics officer and 
working toward an honours 
degree in business adminis-
tration. In his first two 
years, he was a bright stu-
dent who had marks above 
the 80s, McDonald said. 

Meanwhile, Haggart is on 
leave from the college. She 
couldn't be reached for 
comment, but Ron Grozelle 
said he has spoken to her. 

"It's obviously a very 
stressful time for her," he 
said. "I'm sure she's feeling 
a lot of pain." 

In Ridgetown, concerned 
citizens prayed yesterday 
for Joe Grozelle's safe 
return at a candlelight vigil 
held near his family's 
home. "It's a prayer vigil 
just to pray the good Lord 
will help this situation to 
be resolved and that Joey 
will be found," said Rev. 
Martin Johnston of St. 
Michael's Church. 

More than 100 people vis-
ited the church throughout 
the day. 

With files from Carley Weeks, 
Special to The Free Press 

From Page Al 

The family searched 
"every road that looked like 
someone could've picked 
him up," Minnie Grozelle 
said yesterday. 

Cadets, including mem-
bers of Grozelle's basket-
ball team, have stuffed 
mailboxes and put up 
posters in businesses. 

Police have also dropped 
off posters of the blond-
haired student at local bars. 

"I've seen him in here 
before. His face looks famil-
iar," said Mike Wieber, a 
manager at the Brass Pub, 
a popular student hangout. 

Grozelle's basketball 
coach, Craig Norman, said 
he saw Grozelle at practice 
the night before he disap-
peared and he seemed fine. 

"It's a tough situation. 
We're trying to keep things 
as normal as possible. The 
guys are playing with 
heavy hearts," Norman 
said. 

Grozelle played backup 
point guard for the team 
and was a "quiet leader," 
Norman said. 

Investigators searched 
outlying parts of the college 
yesterday, situated on a 
peninsula on the St. 
Lawrence River. Investiga-
tors don't suspect foul play, 
but haven't ruled it out. 

Spread out on about 
12 hectares, the 128-year-old 
college is part of CFB 
Kingston. A fully accred-
ited university, its 950'stu-
dents are divided among 10 
squadrons. 
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GROZELLE: 
Last seen 
Oct. 21. 

Infrared equipment 
used in cadet search 

KINGSTON — Military offi-
cials probing the mysterious 
disappearance of a 21-year-old 
cadet hope a search last night 
by an OPP helicopter with 
infrared equipment will turn 
up new clues. 

Helicopters have hovered 
here since Joe Grozelle, a 
third-year student at Royal 
Military College (RMC), disap-

peared, their 
slow, steady 
hum filling 
the Kingston 
sky and echo-
ing in its 
streets. 

Meanwhile, 
investigators 
were follow-
ing up on 
numerous tips 
yesterday, 
including pos-

sible sightings of the 
Chatham-Kent native since he 
was last seen by his girlfriend 
in his dorm room Oct. 21. 

"I've been told by the inves-
tigative team they've received 
tips along that line, but noth-
ing they can substantiate," 
Grozelle's father, Ron, said  

KELLY PEDRO 

IN KINGSTON 

yesterday. The Ridgetown-
area family is being briefed by 
investigators twice a day. 

Since Grozelle went miss-
ing, theories have arisen 
about what caused his disap-
pearance, even that he may 
have been sleepwalking. 

But Ron Grozelle said he's 
never known his son to sleep-
walk, unless he developed the 
habit at the college. 

The family has spent count-
less hours searching back 
roads, trails and forests 
around CFB Kingston, where 
RMC is located. 

On Tuesday afternoon, they 
spent three hours helping the 
military comb an area on the 
base east of the college that 
hadn't been searched, but 
turned up nothing. 

See MISSING Page A2 

A2 www.lfpress.com The London  Free  Press • Thursday, October 30, 20031.t- 

MISSING: Father reiterates family remains optimistic 
From Page Al 

Investigators also are taking 
another look at Grozelle's room. The 
21-year-old left behind his keys, 
wallet and cellphone. Investigators 
are analysing messages on his cell-
phone, his computer and bank 
accounts in hopes of turning up clues 
to why he vanished. 

Grozelle's fellow cadets also joined 
the search, going door-to-door yester-
day with posters of the backup point 
guard on RMC's varsity basketball 
team. 

Ron Grozelle said the family, who 
arrived in Kingston Sunday to help 
search for their son, is coping well. 

"I think it was worse at the begin-
ning, the initial shock of being in this 
situation and the initial step of trying 
to solve the mystery," he said. 

IAN McALPINE Canadian Press
He reiterated the family's belief 

Grozelle is alive and well. 
"You have to remain optimistic in 

these situations," he said. "We feel 
this is going to have a positive ending 

and if it's not . . . we'll just have to 
deal with it." 

Ron Grozelle thanked neighbours, 
concerned friends, his employer 
Union Gas, which has offered the 
family any resources they need, 
including the company plane, and 
their Catholic parish. The parish 
held a candlelight vigil Tuesday 
night for the college student. 

"We've been getting just unbeliev-
able support," he said. 

On Tuesday, Minnie Grozelle said 
support for the family has been 
tremendous. Neighbours have 
brought food for the two Grozelle 
children, Jim and Corri, still at the 
family farm near Ridgetown. 

"It's helping me be here knowing 
those two are taken care of," she said 
outside the dormitory building where 
her son disappeared. Her two other 
children, Nikki and Dan, are in 
Kingston helping with search efforts. 

Joe Grozelle was a talented high 
school athlete who worked hard at 
everything he did, said Doug John- 

ston, a former principal of Ridgetown 
District high school where Grozellp, 
attended before heading to RMC. 

"He was a leader on the field and in 
the classroom," he said, adding 
Grozelle played on soccer, volleyball 
and basketball teams for the school. 
"What a terrible shock to find out. 
The whole family's quality people 
and Joe's no exception to that." 

Grozelle attended the high school4-
of about 400 students, graduating it 
1999. 

Johnston said when Grozelle grad-
uated, officials from the college 
attended the ceremony to present 
him with a "substantial" scholarship. 

"He worked really hard. He just 
went about things and just made sure 
it was done," he said. 

Johnston said Grozelle was close to. 
his parents, especially his mother. 

"This is really out of character for", 
him . because he stays pretty close, • 
in touch with his family," he said. 
"I'm really at a loss for words about. , 
the whole scenario." 

FAMILY HELPS SEARCH: Ron Grozelle, father of missing Royal Military College 
cadet Joe Grozelle, speaks to reporters at the college with his wife, Minnie, right, 
son, Dan, and daughter, Nikki Vannieuwenhuyze in Kingston yesterday. 

VI 
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We will not leave any stone unturned' 
Continued from Page 1 

His family says he wouldn't do those 
things if he were suicidal. 

Yesterday, the college said there is no 
indication Grozelle was using drugs. 

Nothing suggests he had any reason 
to take off and not notify his family, 
friends or fellow cadets. 

Investigators don't believe he was 
having relationship problems with his 
girlfriend, fellow cadets or friends. 

He didn't have his own car at the col-
lege and no military vehicles are miss-
ing from CFB Kingston or RMC. 

Grozelle's wallet, keys and cellphone 
were found inside his dorm room. 

The Canadian Forces National Inves-
tigation Service confirmed yesterday 
that there's been no activity on any 
Grozelle's debit cards, credit cards or 
bank accounts. 

Yesterday, Lt. Navy Ryan Snow of the 
National Investigation Service vowed 
to find Grozelle. 

"We will not leave any stone un-
turned. We are not ruling anything in 
and we're not ruling anything out," he 
said. 

"The National Investigation Service 
is 110 per cent committed to finding Joe 
Grozelle." 

Grozelle, who's studying to be a logis-
tics officer and plays on the varsity 
basketball team, was last seen around 1 
a.m. on Oct. 22 working on an essay in 
his dorm room 

Ian MacAlpine/The Whig-Standard 

Joe Grozelle's disappearance has left fellow cadets with a 
"sense of helplessness," Lt.-Col. Rod McDonald said 

Ian MacAlpine/The Whig-Standard 
Ron Grozelle (centre), father of missing Royal Military College cadet Joe Grozelle, speaks to 
reporters along with his wife Minnie (right) son Dan (rear) and daughter Nikki Vannieuwenhuyze 
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`We are committed to finding Grozelle' 
Family remains optimistic as military makes final search today 

Michael Lea/The Whig-Standard 

"Our efforts will continue," Lt. Navy Ryan Snow (left) of the National 
Investigation Service told reporters yesterday regarding the search for Joe 
Grozelle. At right is Lt.-Col. Rod McDonald, RMC's deputy director of cadets. 

By Sarah Crosbie 
Whig-Standard Staff Writer 

RON AND MINNIE GROZELLE WERE 
hoping and praying that a police 

helicopter with infra-red sensors 
would find their son Joe. 

The Ontario Provincial Police chop-
per, which detects heat sources, took 
off into the Wednesday night sky for 
more than an hour, scouring 36 square-
kilometres around CFB Kingston, the 
area bordering the harbour and the 
shoreline along the St. Lawrence River, 
east of the sewage plant. 

It found nothing. 
Another helicopter did a visual scan 

of the area yesterday for two hours. 
It also found nothing. 
And today, after one final ground 

search of private properties in Bar-
riefield Village, the ground search for 
Grozelle, 21, will end. 

Lt-.Col. Rod McDonald, RMC's 
deputy director of cadets, said investi-
gators have thoroughly searched RMC 
and all Department of National De-
fence property in the area. 

"At this point and time, we believe 
that we've come to the conclusion of 
the co-ordinated, planned search activ-
ities unless information comes for-
ward that would have us look some-
where else or look more extensively in 
a particular area," he said. 

"We are making a transition into a 
more dedicated, investigative portion 
of the investigation as opposed to a 
search of the local area." 

As the investigation enters its 10th 
day today, nothing has been ruled out, 
including foul play. 

Yesterday, Ron Grozelle told The 
Whig he believes his son is alive. 

"I would have hoped the helicopter 
would have picked up something but I 
haven't given up hope yet," he said. 

"We're optimistic we're going to 
bring Joe back home but as each day 
goes by, it gets tougher and tougher." 

This week, information on Grozelle 
is being distributed to the Ministry of 
Natural Resources. Hunters and an-
glers will be asked to look for any clues 
about Grozelle's disappearance. 

Joe Grozelle, a third-year RMC cadet 
studying to be a logistics officer, was 
last seen working on an essay in his 
dorm room around 1 a.m. on Oct. 22. 

His girlfriend, a third-year RMC stu-
dent, is the last known person to see 
him. She was in Grozelle's room study-
ing for midterms late in the evening on 
Oct. 21. When she woke up at 5:30 a.m., 
Grozelle was gone. 

Ron and Minnie Grozelle have been 
in Kingston since the weekend, work-
ing with investigators and searching 
areas on their own. 

Yesterday afternoon, the family took 
a break from searching and spent some 
quiet time together. 

From the time his son went missing, 
Ron Grozelle has put on a brave face. 

Every time he speaks with reporters, 
he manages to smile, shakes their 
hands and ask, "How are you today?" 

He has insisted that his son isn't the 
type of person to just take off without 
telling his family. He didn't have a car 
at school and his wallet, cellphone and 
car keys were found in his room. 

There also hasn't been any activity 
on his debit cards, credit cards or bank 
accounts since he disappeared. 

Ron Grozelle says his son wasn't sui-
cidal, depressed or distraught about 
anything going on with school, friends, 

his fellow cadets or his girlfriend. 
Today starting at 8 a.m., investiga-

tors from the Canadian Forces Nation-
al Investigative Service and RMC 
cadets are doing a final search of the 
Barriefield area. 

Cadets and investigators will be 
knocking on doors asking if they can 
search people's yards and if they've 
seen anything suspicious in the area. 

Lt. Navy Ryan Snow, on-scene com-
mander from the National Investiga-
tive Service, said nothing has led inves-
tigators to believe Grozelle has been in 
that area. It's one last search just to be 
thorough, he said. 

He also said it's possible the heli-
copter's infra-red cameras missed 
something on Wednesday night. The 
technology can't detect a heat source 
through buildings or dense brush. 

After today, Snow said the local 
search for Grozelle will be complete un-
less information surfaces that would 
require anew land, air or water search. 

Snow said even though the National 
Investigative Service isn't physically 
searching for Grozelle, investigators 
are working on the case. 

GROZELLE: Missing for 10 days 

"Our efforts will continue," he said. 
"We are still 110 per cent committed 

to finding Joe Grozelle. That will not 
change." 

Snow said tips and leads were still 
coming in yesterday, especially from 
people who think they spotted Grozelle 
on Princess Street. 

Investigators got new tips after Mc-
Donald spoke with the 950 cadets on 
Monday, begging them to come for-
ward with any information that could 
pertain to Grozelle's disappearance. 

Ron and Minnie Grozelle and their 
son Dan plan to stay in Kingston as 
long as the investigators make 
progress. Their daughter, Nikki, is re-
turning to the family farm in Muirkirk, 
Ont., near Chatham, this week. 

Ron Grozelle said the only thing the 
family needs from Kingston is for peo-
ple to call police if they think they've 
spotted Grozelle or any clues about his 
disappearance. 

Joe Grozelle is five-foot-eight and 
weighs 150 pounds. He has spiky, light 
brown hair and blue eyes. He was last 
seen wearing lightweight clothing, in-
cluding a dark-coloured hooded sweat-
shirt and light-coloured pants and 
leather shoes. 

Anyone with information about 
Grozelle is asked to call military police 
at 541-5010, ext. 5330, or Kingston Police 
at 549-4660. 



LOCAL NEWS 

When people:  
vanish, 
without 
a trace 

`It happens,' says FBI expert 
as search for Joe Grozelle 
enters I I th baffling day 

By Sarah Crosbie 
Whig-Standard Staff Writer 

ASPECIAL AGENT WITH THE FBI SAYS IT'S POSSIBLE 

Kingston may never know what happened to Joe 
Grozelle. 

In an interview with The Whig-Standard yesterday, agent 
Eileen Jacob of the U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation 
said that even with advances in technology and forensic sci-
ence, people can vanish without a trace. 

"Do people vanish into thin air?" she said. Basically, yes. 
"It just doesn't seem possible but it is. It happens. It's in-

credible." 
Grozelle, a third-year Royal Military College cadet, went 

missing Oct. 22. His disappearance has baffled investigators, 
the college and his family. 

As the investigation enters its 11th day today, nothing has 
been ruled out, including foul play. 

The college and Grozelle's family maintain he wasn't sick 

ill or suicidal and wasn't having problems with his fellow 
cadets, friends or girlfriend. 

Grozelle's keys, cellphone and wallet were found in his 
dorm room. 

There has been no activity on any of Grozelle's debit 
cards, credit cards or bank accounts. 

He didn't have a car at school and no vehicles from the col- 
lege or from CFB Kingston have been reported missing. -J 

Grozelle, who is studying to be a logistics officer and is on 
the school's varsity basketball team, was last seen working 
on an essay in his dorm room around 1 a.m. on Oct. 22. 

His girlfriend, a third-year RMC student, is the last known 
person to see him. She was in Grozelle's room studying for 
midterms late in the evening on Oct. 21. When she woke up 
at 5:30 a.m., Grozelle was gone. 

After 10 days of ground, air and water searches, door-to-
door canvassing and tips from cadets and people across 
Canada, investigators still have no idea what happened to 
the star student. 

Please see  FBI, Page 10 
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Michael Lea/The Whig-Standard 

RMC cadets Nicolas Samson (left) and Guillaume Moreau search a 
back yard in Barrie field yesterday for missing cadetioe Grozelle 

FBI agent urges vigilance 
Continued from Page 1 

Tomorrow, the college is hold-
ing a vigil of hope for Grozelle at 
10:30 a.m. at Yeo Hall at RMC. 
Minnie and Ron Grozelle and 
their children Nikki, Dan, Jim 
and Corti and other family mem-
bers will be there. 

Grozelle's parents dqn't want to 
think about the chance they'll 
never know what happened to 
their son. • 

"I hope we hear from Joe for 
closure," Minnie Grozelle said 
yesterday. "My son Dan keeps 
saying, 'If I knew he was OK 
somewhere but didn't want to be 
found, that would be OK.' " 

Jacob, a supervisory special 
agent in the crimes against chil-
dren unit at FBI headquarters in 
Washington, D.C., couldn't speak 
specifically on the Grozelle case 
but said both children and adults 
literally vanish off the face of the 
earth, though the FBI only investi-
gates missing people up to age 18. 

Jacob said she often thinks 
about the case of a missing 13-
year-old from Dublin, Calif. Ilene 
Misheloff vanished without a 
trace on Jan. 30,1989. 

"No one saw her get kidnapped. 
We never found her body. There 
was never a sighting of her," she 
said. 

"She absolutely 100 per cent 
vanished." 

Jacob said she thinks about 
Misheloff about once a month, 
wondering what happened to her, 
where she went, if she's still alive. 

Currently, Jacob is investigat-
ing the case of Heaven Ross. 

The 11-year-old girl went to a 
bus stop in her home town in Al-
abama on Aug. 19 and was never 
seen again. 

"She was walking to the bus 
stop and we have nothing on her," 
she said. "It's another case kind 
of similar to what your city is 
working on now" 

Jacob said whenever anyone 
goes missing, the person's com-
munity will always wonder what 
happened. 

"I tend to think that people will 
never forget it," she said. 

In many missing person cases, 
people in the community help 
look for the person, phone in 
leads and follow the story in the  

news. 
In Kingston, RMC cadets have 

pounded the pavement handing 
out flyers with Grozelle's picture 
and personal information. People 
in the Kingston area have been 
calling in tips and Grozelle's 
mother has repeatedly begged for 
people to take another look 
around their neighbourhoods. , 

Yesterday, cadets and investiga-
tors covered the Barriefield area, 
knocking on doors and searching 
back yards; garages and sheds. 
Nothing was found. 

The Grozelles plan on staying 
in Kingston as long as investiga-
tors make progress on the case. 

Minnie Grozelle said she's now 
relying on her Catholic faith to 
get her through the days. 

She said she's putting her faith 
in God that He has a plan for her 
son. 

"I feel he's going to a better life 
but I hope he's not there already," 
she said. 

"I still think of him being alive, 
being out there, coming home." 

Jacob said people need to re-
main vigilant about reporting 
sightings of a missing person or 
anything that seems suspicious —  

even if they feel silly. 
"The community is extremely, 

extremely important," she said. 
On Thursday night, Jacob's 

pumpkin was stolen from her 
home. She said she's going to re-
port to the police even though 
she's going to feel silly. 

"I say to myself, 'It's kind of sil-
ly,' and I don't care about it that 
much but it's the principle of the 
thing that someone is in the 
neighbourhood," she said. 

"I'm going to report it to the po-
lice. If it becomes a problem, or if 
something bigger happens, they 
need to know 

"But if I didn't work in the job 
that I'm in, I wouldn't report it," 
she said. 

As each day passes in the 
Grozelle case and no new infor-
mation surfaces, his picture and 
story will begin to disappear from 
the evening news and fall off the 
front pages of newspapers. 

"Unfortunately, that's pretty  

typical, especially for adults," she 
said. 

Jacob said some investigators 
will tell the media about possible 
sightings in a missing person 
case or a break in the case to keep 
the person in the news. 

She said a way to get publicity 
for a missing person is to offer a 
reward. 

Yesterday, Lt.-Col. Rod McDon-
ald, deputy director of cadets at 
RMC, said that's just not possible 
in this case. 

 

He said the college couldn't use , 
public money to fund a reward, 
especially because nothing has 
been ruled out. 

The way the FBI-investigates a 
missing child is similar to the 
way the Canadian Forces Nation-
al Investigation Service has 
looked for Grozelle. , 

Jacob said the FBI follows a 
protocol of doing a general 
search of the area including. 
wooded areas, water and a neigh-
bourhood search, along with a 
search of the crime scene. 

The FBI then interviews all the 
neighbours in the area and sets 
up a 1-800 number and a post-of-
fice box for people to send in tips. 

Grozelle ended when nothing! 
Yesterday, the local search for 

turned up in the Barriefield area. 
Investigators say they have made 
a transition into a more dedicat-
ed, foamed search. 

The vigil for Grozelle will be 
held tomorrow at 10:30 a.m. at' 
RMC in Yeo Hall, across from the 
parade square on Amiens Av- I  
enue. 

Joe Grozelle is five-foot-eight 
and weighs 150 pounds. He has.  
spiky, light brown hair and blue 
eyes. He was last seen wearing 
lightweight clothing, including a 
dark-coloured hooded sweatshirt 
and light-colour pants and 
leather shoes. 

 

Anyone with information, 
about Grozelle is asked to call 
military police at 541-5010, ext. 
5330, or Kingston Police at 549- I 
4660. 
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Divers return to water 
in search of missing cadet 

Michael Lea/The Whig-Standard 

OPP constables Scott Sinclair and Larry McCormick search the water off Royal Military College for missing cadet Joe 
Grozelle. As the search enters its 15th day, police have few new leads or tips to go on. 

By Sarah Crosbie 
Whig-Standard Staff Writer 

TWO WEEKS AFTE,R JOE GROZELLE 
disappeared, investigators 

searched a place he hates: the water. 
Yesterday just after 4 p.m., two divers 

from the Gravenhurst OPP under-
water search-and-recovery team hit 
the water for about an hour, looking for 
Grozelle's body. 

The team scoured the five-metre-
deep water around the Navy Bay pier 
at Royal Military College, just a few 
steps from the school's parade square. 

Beginning at 8 a.m. today, divers 
from Odessa and a boat with sidescan 
sonar will spend much of the day 
searching the chilly waters of Navy 
Bay and Dead Man's Bay. 

The boat's sonar picks up three-
dimensional images in the water. 

The sonar can pick up items as small 
as a handgun. 

OPP Const. Paul Connell said the 
dive team receives about 100 to 120 calls 
a year, 75 per cent of which are to find 
drowning victims. 

Grozelle, a third-year RMC cadet, 
was last seen around 1 a.m. on Oct. 22. 

Lt.-Col. Rod McDonald, deputy direc-
tor of cadets at RMC, told The Whig-
Standard yesterday that investigators 
haven't ruled out anything, including 
foul play. He said the college has no rea-
son to believe Grozelle's body is in the 
water near the college. 

Yesterday, as the two OPP divers 
bobbed around the pier, McDonald said 
he couldn't fathom why Grozelle may 
have gone to the water on Oct. 22. 

Though the pier is just 250 metres 
from Grozelle's dorm room and a two-
minute walk, McDonald said Grozelle 
doesn't like the water, doesn't like 
swimming and isn't a strong swim-
mer. 

McDonald said the rocky shore 
around the college was one of the first 
places investigators looked for 
Grozelle. He said if Grozelle had fallen 
or tripped, the cadet would have land-
ed on the rocks or in shallow water. 

McDonald said the college this week 
also reviewed the ferry schedules and 
interviewed the captains and crews to 
make sure no one saw Grozelle the 
night he vanished from campus. 

Last week, investigators called off  

the local hunt after extensive land, aer-
ial and water searches. 

The Canadian Forces National Inves-
tigative Service said it wouldn't con-
duct further searches until there was a 
break in the case or they discovered 
new information. 

Yesterday, McDonald said the search 

has resumed for the opposite reason. 
Investigators are stumped. 
As the investigation enters its 15th 

day today, McDonald said tips have 
stopped coming and the leads have dried 
up. 

He said investigators decided to go 
back to square one and search the water 

around the college one more time. 
"We've just gone back to the basics," 

he said yesterday 
"It's like we're working with a 

connect-the-dots picture. You need 300 
dots to do it and we've got 10 or 20." 

Please  see VIGIL, Page 10 
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Members of the Grozelle family gather at Royal Military College yesterday for a vigil of hope for Joe Grozelle, missing since Oct. 22. At right are Grozelle's par-

ents, Minnie and Ron. "It must be baffling for you fellow cadets,"Minnie Grozelle told the crowd. "You must all be hurting inside." 
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hundreds of family and friends who 

lel I. li, would gather hours later for a vigil of 11 gt  11 0 0 
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It hope in honour of her son, Joe, the 

0 al
t% W 4 0 • 0  1 Royal Military College cadet who dis- 

c v. % 1 Jr appeared 13 days ago. 
ft !ICI a or et  is. But the words came. They poured out 

of her, filling two pages, the way Joe 
would say them: simple and heartfelt. 

"It was like he was speaking through 
me," she said. 

About 200 of Grozelle's relatives and 
fellow RMC cadets gathered in Yeo 
Hall on the college grounds for a bilin-
gual 30-minute ecumenical service to 
pray for their "lost brother." cadets," she said. "You must all be n't know you cared so much.' " 

Minnie Grozelle thanked the Kingston hurting inside." The family still holds out hope that 
community for the love and support it's Then she looked up from her notes 21-year-old Joe is alive; that something 
shown her youngest son, the fourth child and spoke as if her son was within in his life, for some reason forced him 
in a close-knit family of seven. earshot. to leave school. 

She told Joe's friends to continue "Joe, if it was God's plan to take you Minnie Grozelle told her son's 
hoping for his safe return and look to early in life, then I can see you here friends that if Joe ever contacted them 
his family for support. with us, smiling down on us," she said. to "please tell him that nothing is that 

"It must be baffling for you fellow "I can hear you say: 'Thank you. I did- bad in life. Everything will be OK." 
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Part of the handwritten speech Minnie Grozelle, mother of missing RMC cadet Joe Grozelle (right), gave yesterday 

"Just come home, Joe." 
The cadet was last seen writing an is 

essay in the early morning hours of 1 
e
dF al 

Oct. 22. His wallet, keys and cellphone el 4k 
were left inside his dorm room. He did 
not have a car and no vehicles are miss-
ing from the college campus. 

Please see 'WE WERE,' Page 8 • 
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Continued from Page I 

Despite intensive ground, water and 
aerial searches, including the use of 
helicopter-mounted infrared imaging 
equipment, investigators say they have 
no idea what happened to Grozelle. 

His family says the third-year cadet, 
who is studying to be a logistics officer, 
wasn't sick or depressed. They main-
tain he wasn't having problems at 
school or with his girlfriend. 

The Canadian Forces National Inves-
tigation Service has concluded the 
searches and exhaustive neighbour-
hood canvassing, said Lt.-Col. Rod Mc-
Donald, RMC's deputy director of 
cadets. 

Investigators are still studying Joe's 
disappearance and hoping for tips or 
leads, he said. 

"Right now we're not doing anything 
proactively," McDonald said. 

In her address at the vigil, Minnie 
Grozelle told investigators: "I trust 
you. I'm totally trusting that you're 
putting 100 per cent of your effort into 
finding Joe." 

Grozelle decided to speak at the vigil 
not only because her deep Catholic 
faith has given her strength but to 
show support for her son's confused 
and grieving friends. 

"Hopefully, it helps you to see we're 
here, still very hopeful and positive," 
she said in a calm voice that broke only 
once as she described walking on the 
RMC grounds the Sunday after Joe's 
disappearance. 

She couldn't resist taking a quick 
glance around for her son. 

"We came trekking through the 
woods and the brush in the rain," she 
said. "I just needed to look and search 
in case Joe was somewhere nearby 
waiting for me to find him." 

Joe is a guard on the RMC men's var-

a sity basketball team. Teammates 
pinned green ribbons to their uni-
forms as a symbol of hope during an 
exhibition game Saturday. 

Minnie Grozelle said she didn't want 
to attend the game because it would be 
too difficult to see the team play with-
out her son. 

In the end, she said found it comfort-
ing to watch. 

"I had a few tears not seeing Joe just 
warming up and cheering you guys on 
as he always does, saying 'Come on 
guys, you can do this,' " she said. "That 
was Joe." 

She worried she had offended people 
collecting money at the door of the 
game when she brushed past them re-
fusing to pay an admission price. 

Only later did she realize they were 
collecting donations to help with the 
family's expenses. 

RMC Chaplain Christopher Ryan 
told the service he was at a loss to de-
scribe the emotions that have engulfed 
the college since the disappearance of 
the stellar cadet and honours student. 

`We were empty and we were lost' 
Iii-Jyyr, 

"We weren't angry," he said. "But we 
were heavy. We were sober. We were 
empty and we were lost." 

He compared feelings of loss and 
helplessness at Joe's disappearance to 
a wilderness, a test of faith and friend-
ship like the desert Moses and the Is-
raelites wandered for 40 years. 

"We have lived in the wilderness 
since the disappearance of officer 
cadet Joe Grozelle," Ryan said. 

But Joe's disappearance has also 
forced the military college community 
to bond and turned faceless entities 
like the National Investigation Service 
and the media into friends and part-
ners. 

The college will slowly return to nor-
mal as days go by without word of Joe, 
Ryan said, but the.bond of faith and 
community must remain intact. 

"We can't remain in the wilderness 
forever. We will return to our land, our 
tribes," he said. "However, let us not 
forget our community." 

After the service, Minnie Grozelle 
rushed to hug her son's girlfriend, a 
third-year RMC student who is be-
lieved to be the last person to see him 
before his disappearance Oct. 22. 

She had been studying for midterms  

in Grozelle's room the night before. 
When she woke up at 5:30 a.m., he was 
gone. 

"Hang in there," Minnie Grozelle 
told her. 

Ron Grozelle expected to meet for a 
daily briefing with investigators and 
spend time with the roughly 30 rela-
tives from southwestern Ontario who 
attended yesterday's service. 

They included Joe's older brothers 
Dan and Jim, older sister Nikki and 
younger sister Corri, who is taking her 
brother's disappearance hard, Minnie 
Grozelle said. 

Grozelle's parents plan to stay in 
Kingston for the next few days — for as 
long as they can be of help to investiga-
tors —before returning to their home in 
Muirkirk, Ont., near Chatham. 

Joe Grozelle is five-foot-eight and 
weighs 150 pounds. He has spiky, light 
brown hair and blue eyes. 

He was last seen wearing lightweight 
clothing, including a dark hooded 
sweatshirt, light-colour pants and 
leather shoes. 

Anyone with any information on 
Grozelle is asked to call the military 
police at 541-5010, ext. 5330, nr Kingston 
Police at 549-4660. 

Mark Bergin/The Whig-Standard 

Members of the Grozelle family gathered with Royal Military College cadets and community members at RMC 

yesterday. Minnie and Ron Grozelle speak to officer cadets as part of a vigil for their missing son, Joseph. • 



Canadian Press 

CADET'S FAMILY: Members of missing cadet Joe Grozelle's family— from bottom left, brothers Jim and Dan, sisters Nikki Vannieuwenhuyze and Corti, mom Minnie and dad 
Ron, holding granddaughter Baylie Vannieuwenhuyze — joined Royal Military College cadets and members of the community in an ecumenical service at the college in Kingston 
yesterday. The third-year student was last seen writing an essay in the early morning hours of Oct. 22. His wallet, keys and cellphone were left inside his dorm room. 

It is still a mystery 
what happened to 
Joe Grozelle, who 
disappeared Oct. 22. 

BY MARY-JANE EGAN 
Free Press Reporter 
and news services 

the itondon Int Press Monday, November 3, 2003 

Prayers for missing cadet 

The father of missing Royal 
Military College cadet Joe 
Grozelle said an emotional 
prayer service held yesterday 
in Kingston brought strength 
and comfort to the family. 

Ron Grozelle called it "very 
gratifying" to see so many 
people turn out to support the 
Chatham-Kent family, who 
have gathered in Kingston in 
hopes of finding clues to Joe's 
disappearance. 

Some 200 family members 
and friends — including mem-
bers of Joe's college basketball 
team — turned out for the ecu-
menical service on the college 
grounds to pray for their "lost 
brother." 

Grozelle said the family 
plans to remain in Kingston a 
few more days, but he admits 
there has been "no break-
through" in tracing his miss-
ing son. 

"Quite a few tips have come 
in, but as to what happened 
here, it's still a mystery," 
Grozelle said in an interview 
from Kingston. 

The overwhelming turnout 
at yesterday's service comes 
as no surprise to Joe's former 
high school principal. 

"I completely understand 
the turnout," said Doug John-
ston, retired principal of 
Ridgetown District high 
school. "These are people of 
character. They're a strong 
family and people who come in 
touch with them recognize 
that. They're the type of people 
you care about very much 
because they're quality, good 
people." 

Minnie Grozelle thanked the 
Kingston community for the 
love and support it has shown 
her youngest son, Joe, the 
fourth child in a close-knit 
family of seven. 

See SERVICE Page C2 

_ A—ick 
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SERVICE: Mother calls situation 'baffling' for fellow RMC cadets 
From Page C1 

The Chatham-Kent native was 
last seen by girlfriend Melissa 
Haggart writing an essay in the 
early morning hours of Oct. 22. 
His wallet, keys and cellphone 
were left inside his dorm room. 
He did not have a car and no 
•campus vehicles are missing. 

Minnie told Joe's friends to 
continue hoping for his safe 

return and look to his family for 
support. "It must be baffling for 
you fellow cadets," she said. 
"You must all be hurting inside." 

The family still holds out hope 
21-year-old Joe is alive; that 
something in his life forced him 
to leave school. They say the 
third-year cadet, studying to be 
a logistics officer, wasn't sick or 
depressed or having problems at 
school or with his girlfriend. 

Despite intensive ground, 
water and aerial searches, 
including the use of helicopter-
mounted thermal-imaging 
equipment, investigators say 
they have no idea what hap-
pened to Grozelle. 

The Canadian Forces 
National Investigation Service 
has concluded the intensive 
searches, said Lt.-Col. Rod 
McDonald, RMC's deputy direc- 

tor of cadets. 
Investigators are still hoping 

for tips or leads. "Right now 
we're not doing anything proac-
tively," McDonald said. 

After the service, Minnie 
Grozelle rushed to hug Haggart. 

Grozelle's parents plan to stay 
in Kingston for as long as they 
can be of help to investigators 
before returning to their home 
east of Ridgetown. 

 

Praying for Joe 

 

PHOTO: JONATHAN SUGARMAN! 

About 200 Royal Military College staff and cadets joined the family of missing third-year cadet Joe Grozelle for a vigil 
of hope at RMC's Yeo Hall Sunday, Nov. 2. Among Grozelle's family attending the service were (top, l-r) his sister Cor-
rie, mother Minnie, father Ron and niece Baylie. For more on the missing cadet, see page 4. 
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Joe Grozelle 

KINGSTON — Police divers 
began searching Lake Ontario yes-
terday for the body of Joe- Grozelle, 
a Royal Military College student 
from the Ridgetown area who dis-
appeared two weeks ago. 

OPP divers spent about an hour 
scouring the five-metre-deep water 
around the Navy Bay pier at the 
college, just a few steps from the 
school's parade square. 

LL-Col. Rod McDonald, deputy 
director of cadets at the college, 
said that investigators have still 
not ruled foul play in Grozelle's dis-
appearance. He said the college has 
no reason to believe Grozelle's 
body is in the water near the col- 
lege.. -  

At,  
IP • 
Orel 

111 
jpg - git` 

•i•:. • 
• e- 

A 

• Ai 
1111" 
*

• Family, RMC prays for word on cadet 
Authorities have no new leads in case of 21-year-old Joe Grozelle 
LYNN REES LAMBERT . 
Kingston This Week 

They prayed for Joe. 
Family members of missing cadet Joe 

Grozelle and Royal Military College 
staff and students joined in an ecu-
menical service Sunday, Nov. 2 to pray 
for word about the 21-year-old cadet 
who disappeared more than one week 
ago. 

Grozelle, a third-year business ad-
ministration student with good grades 
and seemingly without problems, was 
last seen working on an essay in his 
dorm at about 1 am, Wednesday, Oct. 22. 

He has not been seen since. 
Ron and Minnie Grozelle, of 

Muirkirk, near Chatham, Ont., and 
their four children — Nikki, Dan, Jim- 

my and Corrie as well as extended 
family — attended the service. 

The family, who has been provided 
accommodation at CFB 
Kingston, has not given up 
hope they will see Joe again. 

RMC public affairs officer 
Lt.-Cmdr. John Coppard says 
there is no-change in the sta-
tus of the investigation. 

Ground searches have been 
"exhausted," Coppard states. 
"We are dependent on tips 
coming in to help us with this 
investigation." 

A door-to-door search in Barriefield 
Village last week in addition to air, sea 
and land searches by cadets, volunteers 
and police and coast guard, has failed to 
turn up a trace of the. cadet. 

Grozelle left his wallet, keys and cell 
phone in his room that night. He was 
last seen wearing light coloured pants, 

a dark hooded sweatshirt and 
leather shoes. 

His girlfriend, who has not 
been named, was studying with 
him, fell asleep and awoke to 
find him gone. 

A few tips came in over the 
weekend, says Coppard, but 
"nothing substantial." 

Unfortunately, he adds, "there 
are no significant developments 

in the case." 
Anyone with information about the 

missing cadet is asked to call Military 
Police at 541-6000 ext. 5330. 

lynnlanibert@kingstonthisweek.com  
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The London Free Press • Wednesday,  November 5, 2003 

Divers searching lake 
for missing cadet's body 
Canadian Press The cadet was last seen writing 

an essay in the early-morning 
hours of Oct. 22. His wallet, keys 
and cellphone were left inside his 
dorm room. He did not have a car 
and no vehicles are missing from 
the college campus. 

The divers and a boat with side-
scan sonar were to return to the 
lake today. 

McDonald also said he doesn't 
believe Grozelle would have gone to 
the water on Oct. 22. 

Although the pier is just 250 
metres from Grozelle's dorm room, 
McDonald said Grozelle doesn't 
like the water, doesn't like swim-
ming and isn't a strong swimmer. 

Last week, investigators called 
off the local hunt after extensive 
land, aerial and water searches. 

its  
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Vigil 
gave 

comfort 

nitinuied Irani Page 

The'colfege has repeatedly said that 
Grozelle was a star student and a stal-
wart cadet. He was studying to be a lo-
gistics officer and played guard on the 
varsity basketball team. 

Crozelle's disappearance has baffled 
the college and his family. 

Ron and Minnie Grozelle maintain 
then: son isn't the type of person to just 
take off and not tell anyone. 

His keys, wallet and cellphone were 
found. in his dorm room and there has 
been no activity on airy of his debit 
cards, credit cards ot bank accounts. 

He didn't have a cai: at school and no 
vehicles from the college or CFB 
Kingston_ are missing. 

Grozeile's parents say he wasn't 
rilen tally 11.1 or suicidal and nothing 
suggests he seas having problems with 
friends, fellow cadets:or his girlfriend. 

He was last seen working on an essay 
in his room around 1 a.m. on Oct. 22. 

His girlfriend, a third-year RMC 
cadet, is the last known person to see 
him. She was in. Grozelle's roornstudy-
Lug for midterms late in the evening on 
Oct. 21.. When she woke up at 5:30 a.m., 
Grozelle was gone. 

McDonald said Grozelie's parents 
are starting to come to terms with the 
fact they may Dever seen their son 
again and are considering returning to 
home tolVEntrikirk, Ont., in a few clays. 

17ile said the Grozell es and the cadets 
found sonic comfort in the vigil of hope 
that was held Sunday morning on cam,-
pus. The family and cadets have spent 
countess hours in the past two weeks 
searching wooded areas around the 
campus, handing out flyers containing 
in:Eno-nation on grozelle and going door 
to door ask-ing people to keep their eyes 
open for anything suspicious. 

Joe Grozelle is tiveffoot-eight and 
weighs 150 pounds. klie has spiky, light 
brown hair and blue eyes. He was last 
seen wearing lightweight clothing, in-
el udilig a darlc-coloured hooded sweat-
shirt and light-coloured pants and 
Leather shoes. 

Anyone with information about 
rozelle is asked to call military police 

1:1:541-5010, ext. 5830, or Kingston Police 
at 5;19-4660. 

Michael Lea/The Whig-standard 

OPP diver Const. Scott Sinclair comes ashore after searching the water off 
Royal Military College yesterday for missing cadet Joe Grozelle 

rim 



GROZELLE: 
Last seen by 
his girlfriend 
on Oct. 22. 

A4 

Missing cadet's body found 
BY RANDY RICHMOND 
Free Press Reporter 

Three weeks of uncertainty 
over the whereabouts of 
Chatham-Kent military cadet 
Joe Grozelle ended yesterday 
morning when his body 
washed ashore near Kingston. 

A passerby spotted the body 
of the 21-year-old man about 30 
metres offshore in the frigid 
harbour of Lake Ontario 
beside the grounds of Royal 
Military College. 

"Obviously, the outcome is 
not what we had hoped," said 
Ron Grozelle, the cadet's 
father, who had remained in 
Kingston since his son disap-
peared. 

"My position was, until they 
can show me a body, Joe was 
still alive and well." 

Navy Lieut. Ryan Snow, 
lead investigator in the case,  

said it was too early to deter-
mine whether foul play was 
involved in the death, 

Snow said 
there didn't 
appear to be 
any signs of 
trauma, but 
he stressed 
that only a 
full coroner's 
investigation 
now under-
way could 
determine the 
cause. 

"I would 
suggest there 
is , a lot of 
work we need 
to do." 

Grozelle, a third-year stu-
dent and basketball player, 
was last seen Oct. 22 by his 
girlfriend, MeliSsa Haggart. 

The two had been studying  

when Haggart fell asleep about 
1 a.m. When she awoke about 
5:30 a.m., she said Grozelle 
was gone, leaving his wallet 
and cellphone in the room. 

"She is at a lost to explain 
the circumstances surround-
ing his disappearance," Snow 
said. 

Investigators with the 
National Investigations Ser-
vice and the Canadian Forces 
major crime unit searched 
Kingston streets, woods and 
water, but found no clues. 

Snow said high winds and 
waves from a winter storm 
appeared to push Grozelle's 
body ashore. 

The body was recovered by 
police and taken to Kingston 
General Hospital for an 
autopsy. Dental records were 
used to help identify the body. 

See CADET Page A4 

iThe location 
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CADET: 'I think it's important for us to understand what happened,' father says 

RON 
GROZELLE: 
Maintains 
composure 

From Page Al 

The cadet's mother and sib-
lings were flying to Kingston 
last night. 

"So far, we're doing alright. 
We'll be able to be here 
together," Ron Grozelle said. 

As he has for three hard 
weeks, Grozelle maintained his 
composure yesterday. 

"I think right now it is a case 
of thaVing to do what I need to 
do, " he said. 

The family is grateful to  

cadets, investigators and 
family and friends back home, 
Grozelle said. 

"There is no question that 
with all the support, we have 
been able to manage our way 
through this as best as we 
could." 

His wife, Minnie, spent a few 
hours yesterday with the 
family's priest, Martin John-
ston, on the family farm in 
Duart, east of Ridgetown. 

"She seemed very, very corn- 

posed and was waiting for 
closure," Johnston said. 

"I'm sad to hear this," he 
added. "It will have a big 
impact here. It's a small com-
munity." 

The cadet was studying to be 
a logistics officer and working 
toward an honours degree in 
business administration. 

His marks had been high and 
he seemed fine at basketball 
practice the night before he dis-
appeared. 

Grozelle 
wasn't the 
type to leave 
without con-
tacting 
anyone, his 
family and 
friends said. 

Investiga- 
tors found 
nothing in 
Grozelle's 
"mindset" 
beyond the  

normal pressures of a 21-year-
old student, Snow said. 

The family still has many 
questions. 

"I think it is important for us 
to understand what happened," 
Grozelle said. 

Cadets at the college had 
steeled themselves for the dis-
covery, but still reacted with 
sorrow yesterday, said Col. Bill 
Peters, director of cadets. "It is 
a close-knit community." 

RMC cancelled its weekend  

basketball matches with the 
University of Western Ontario 
because of Grozelle's death. ., 

"We wish to express our sin-
cere condolences to the family 
on the loss of this fine young 
officer cadet," Brig.-Gen. Jean 
Leclerc, commandant of RMC, 
said in a news release. 

Spread out on aboiAt 
12 hectares, the 128-year-old 
college has 950 students. 

With files by Free Press 
Reporter Kelly Pedro 
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Cadet's body 
washes ashore 
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LYNN REES LAMBERT 

Kingston This Week 

Calling it a "tragic day for 
all of us at the college," Roy-
al Military College Comman-
dant Brig.-Gen. Jean Leclerc 
confirmed that a body dis-
covered in the Cataraqui 
River early Thursday, Nov. 
13 was that of missing officer 
cadet Joe Grozelle. 

"Our thoughts 
are with the 
Grozelle family," he 
said during an after-
noon press confer-
ence. "And we share 
in the sadness with 
the family." 

Dr. Hans Westen-
berg, coroner for 
the Kingston region, said the 
body was identified by the 
family and through dental 
records. 

A post-mortem. is being 
conducted at Kingston Gen-
eral Hospital. The cause of 
death has not yet been de-
termined, said Westenberg. 

The body of a young man, 
wearing clothing matching 
the description of Grozelle, 
was spotted by a passer-by in 
the Cataraqui River near the 
LaSalle Causeway at about 
8:15 am during a wild wind 
and rain storm. 

Military Police and 
Kingston Police retrieved 
the body at the shoreline 
near HMCS Cataraqui; said 
RMC spokesman Lt.-Cmdr. 
John Coppard. 

The 21 year old was last 
seen at about 1 am, Wednes-
day, Oct. 22, when he left his 
dorm while working on an 
essay. He left behind his wal-

let, keys and cell 
phone. 

The third-year 
cadet was said to be 
an excellent student. 
Neither friends nor 
family could explain 
his disappearance. 

Extensive ground 
searches at RMC 
and nearby Bar-
riefield by cadets, 

staff, police and volunteers 
as well as air and sea search-
es failed to turn up a trace of 
the cadet. 

OPP divers went into Lake 
Ontario and the Cataraqui 
River on several occasions 
and helicopter searches 
were conducted by the OPP 
and CFB Trenton's Search 
and Rescue. 

Navy Lieut. Ryan Snow, 
spokesperson for the Nation-
al Investigation Service, said 

SEE CADET/18 

GROZELLE: 

Arrangements 
not yet complete 
FROM PAGE 1 

"the NIS remains dedicated to investi-
gating the circumstances surrounding 
the disappearance of Joe Grozelle." 

He commended the work by experi-
enced OPP divers who searched both 
sides of the Cataraqui River, Navy Bay 
and Deadman's Bay" on several occa-
sions without success. 

Currents, water conditions and other 
factors can hamper an underwater 
search, he said. 
. "It is quite possible to be a few feet 

away [from a body] and not see it," said 
Snow. 

Snow said it's safe to assume the 
wind and wave action brought on by 
yesterday's storm likely "accelerated 
the process of bringing the body to the 
surface." 

Snow said the family must be feeling 
immense grief but also a sense of clo-
sure. 

The Grozelle family, which hails from 
Muirkirk in western Ontario, did not at-
tend the press conference. They have • 
requested all media inquiries be direct-
ed"to RMC until they are prepared to 
make a public statement. 

Victims services from Kingston Po-
lice and RMC chaplains have offered 
support to the Grozelle family and 
cadets. Cadets were notified of 
Grozelle's death earlier in the day. 

Private funeral arrangements and a 
college tribute have yet to be deter-
mined. 

lynnlambert@kingstonthisweek.com  

Joe Gro zelle 

A- 2:6 
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y Missing cadet's body  
recovered from river 

By ANDREW SEYMOUR 
Ottawa Sun 

A three-week search for a missing 
Kingston military cadet ended tragi-
cally yesterday when his body was 
pulled from the Cataraqui River. 

Joe Grozelle, 21, mysteriously dis-
appeared from his dorm 
room at the Royal Military 
College in the early morning 
hours of Oct. 22 while work-
ing on an essay. 

Despite a massive search 
by the military, police and fel-
low cadets in the days after 
his disappearance, no trace 
of the third-year student and 
varsity basketball player 
could be found. 

Grozelle's dad Ron, who 
has spent the past three weeks at 
RMC, said he had still held out hope 
his son would be found alive. 

That hope was shattered when in-
vestigators called to tell him a body 
had been found. 

"It was shock and disappointment," 
said Grozelle. "It was a very slight  

feeling of relief finally knowing where 
he is. Now we can move forward with 
clostire." 

Navy Lieut. Ryan Snow from the 
military's National Investigation Ser-
vice said a passerby spotted the body 
in the river not far from RMC at about 
8:30 a.m. 

The body was initially seen 
about 300 feet from shore 
and was blown toward the 
shoreline face down. 

Snow said investigators 
likely won't know the cause 
of death for several days. 

"The cause and manner of 
death are issues to be re- 
solved by the medical exam-
iner," Snow said, adding he 
wouldn't speculate on how 
Grozelle may have ended up 

in the river. 
"The results of the post-mortem 

will give us a better direction," he 
said. 

Grozelle said the family is still 
searching for answers about how Joe 
ended up in the nearby river. 

"We still have some questions  

Chatham. 

about how Joe came to be in the wa-
ter," he said. 

Grozelle said his wife Minnie, son 
Dan and daughters Nikki and Cord 
were travelling to Kingston 
home in Ridgetown near 

RMC Padre Christopher Ryan said 
staff were counselling Grozelle's 
grieving classmates individually and 
in small groups yesterday after they 
learned the news at 1 p.m. 

'Sincere condolences' 
"We wish to express our sincere 

condolences to the family on the loss 
of this fine young officer cadet," Brig.-
Gen. Jean Leclerc, commandant of 
RMC, said in a news release. 

"The entire staff and cadet wing of 
RMC join them in their grief." 

An investigation into the cause of 
Grozelle's death is ongoing. 

Grozelle was training to be a logis-
tics officer. 

Funeral arrangements have yet to 
be finalized. 

— with files from CP 
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THE OTTAWA CITIZEN 

Body of RMC student 
found in lake near campus 
Officials continue investigation, 
try to determine cause of death 

CITY 

BY DON CAMPBELL. 

A family's uncertainty and anguish 
over the mysterious disappearance of 
their 21-year-old son — a highly suc-
cessful cadet at Royal Military Col-
lege — ended early yesterday with 
the discovery of a body in Lake On-
tario. 

The body was found within easy 
sight of the waterfront campus, where 
Joe Grozelle was last seen almost four 
weeks ago. 

Military investigators confirmed at a 
late-afternoon news conference that 
the body was that of Mr. Grozelle, a 
third-year RMC cadet who went miss-
ing in the early hours of Oct. 22 after 
studying for exams with his girlfriend. 

"We wish to express our sincere 
condolences to the family on the loss 
of this fine young officer cadet," Brig.-
Gen. Jean Leclerc, commandant of 
RMC, said in a news release issued 
several hours after fellow cadets at 
RMC were apprised of the discovery. 

"The entire staff and cadet wing of 
RMC join them in their grief." 

Police counsellors and military 
chaplains offered support to Mr. 
Grozelle's family and fellow cadets af-
ter receiving news that a body had 
been discovered. Initially, the body 
Was said only to be that of a young 
man. 

Kingston police were called to the 
scene about 8 a.m. by a passerby who 
spotted a body floating face down in 
the water near the La Salle Causeway. 
The causeway connects downtown 
Kingston to Point Frederick, a penin-
sula at the mouth of the Rideau Canal  

and Lake Ontario where the military 
college is located. 

By the time police arrived at the 
scene, the badly decomposed body 
had washed up on shore, they said. 
The body was taken to Kingston Gen-
eral Hospital for examination and pos-
itive identification was made. 

The Canadian Forces National In-
vestigation Service, which is working 
with Kingston police and the coro-
ner's office, said no further details 
would be immediately released. 

The Forces' investigation service is 
working in conjunction with Kingston 
police and the Kingston medical ex-
aminer's office to determine the cause 
and circumstances of Mr. Grozelle's 
death. 

When reached at the family farm 
near Chatham, a member of the 
Grozelle family declined comment. 

"At some point, maybe even later 
this week, the family will have some-
thing to say. At this point, however, 
there is nothing for us to say. We hope 
people will respect the family wishes 
at this time." 

Police said Mr. Grozelle's girlfriend, 
Melissa Haggart, herself a third-year 
cadet, told investigators she was in Mr. 
Grozelle's room studying for mid-
term exams on the evening of Oct. 21. 
She said when she woke up at 5:3o 
a.m., Mr. Grozelle was gone. 

An intense search involving hun-
dreds of volunteers ensued, but inves-
tigators found no clues as to Mr. 
Grozelle's whereabouts. 

Mr. Grozelle's keys, wallet and cell-
phone were all found in his room. 

After his disappearance, his family  

Joe Grozelle, 21, went missing Oct. 22 
after studying with his girlfriend. 

and college officials maintained he 
was not the type of person to run away 
or go on vacation without contacting 
anyone. 

Police repeatedly said the young man 
was an excellent student and there 
was no evidence to suggest what may 
have happened to him. Mr. Grozelle 
was training to be a logistics officer 
and played guard on the varsity men's 
basketball team. 

The same area where the body was 
found was searched several times in 
the days following his disappearance, 
as investigators tracked numerous 
leads and conducted interviews with 
those who knew Mr. Grozelle. 

His family raced to Kingston follow-
ing his disappearance and they re-
mained there through much of the 
search, hoping for a break in the case. 



Body pulled 
from water 
at 8:30 a.m. 
Nov. 13 

Grozelle last 
seen in his 
dorm room 
at 1 a.m. 
Oct. 22 
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Now that 
RMC cadet 
Joe Grozelle 

has been found, 
investigators 
focus on how 

and why he died 

at happened? 

`I'd like Joe 
to be remembered 

as a friend 
to everybody' 

By Sarah Crosbie, 

Frank Armstrong and Michael Lea 

Whig-Standard Staff Writers 

DESPITE 22 DAYS OF LAND, AIR AND 

water searches, it was the weather 
that finally returned Joe Grozelle to 
his family. 

Yesterday at 8:33 a.m., the body of the 
missing Royal Military College cadet 
was pulled from the choppy water of 
the Cataraqui River in Kingston's Timer 
Harbour, metres from the La Salle 
Causeway. 

As pounding rain and swirling 
winds turned the cold water into 
white-capped waves, the 21-year-old's 
decomposed body floated into the 
rocky shore. 

Investigators and the Canadian 
Coast Guard believe that turbulentwa-
ter created by yesterday's 80 km/h 
winds somehow brought Mr. Grozelle's 
body to the surface. 

But with the body recovered, investi-
gators now have one question: How did 
Mr. Grozelle end up in the water? 

Mr. Grozelle was last seen working 
on an essay in his dorm room at 1 a.m. 
on Oct. 22. Since then, his family, the 
college and investigators scoured the 
areas near the school and checked into 
more than 200 tips. 

Last night, Ron Grozelle was at the 
college waiting for his wife Minnie 
and their children Dan, Nikki and 
Corri to travel from their home in 
Muirkirk, near Chatham, to Kingston. 
Joe Grozelle's brother Jim is working 
on a cruiseship and making plans to 
return home. 

Ron Grozelle told The Whig-Stan-
dard he hopes people remember his 
son as a man who was close to his fami-
ly, who thrived when he was on the 
RMC basketball court and who loved 
his college. 

Michael Lea/The Whig-Standard 

Military and city police pull Joe Grozelle's body from the Inner Harbour yesterday morning. The  RMC cadet  had been missing since Oct. 22. 

By Frank Armstrong 
Whig-Standard Staff Writer 

Mc) A &P  NIGHT MANAGER 

1 Chris Simpson, it seemed 
like just another student prank. 

He was on his knees filling up 
the beans on the bottom shelf of 
aisle three when cashier Annette 
Ball called for help. 

When Simpson rounded the 
front of the store, a man in his 
20s, wearing nothing but a red 
baseball can. socks and a goofy 

Police investigated 220 
`sightings' of RMC cadet 

end display 
"Whoa!" Simpson exclaimed 

- and stopped dead. 
The few customers lined up at 

Ball's cash register giggled ner-
vously. 

Ball stared at the naked man 
in shock as Simpson ushered 
him and a laughing young man 
holding a bottle of mineral wa-
ter at the storefront out the 
door. 

"Come on buddy, you  gotta 

naked man. 
Simpson didn't smell alcohol 

on his breath, so Simpson didn't 
think he was drunk, but the 
young man couldn't seem to fo-
cus his eyes on the manager. 

The two men left without be-
ing asked twice. 

"I don't know why he's being 
like this," the other young man 
said over his shoulder at Simp-
son as they left. A-21n 



Michael Lea/The Whig-Standard 

The body of Joe Grozelle, the RMC cadet missing since Oct. 22, is taken away after washing up near the La Salle Causeway yesterday morning 

Most officials left the scene, but Li. 
'Navy Ryan Snow, of the Canadian 
Forces National Investigation Service, 
and city police Det. Sgt. Brian Begbie 
waited for Mr: Grozelle's father. 

By the time Ron Grozelle arrived at 
the causeway at 9:30 a.m., his son's 
body had been taken for an autopsy 

Snow looked at Grozelle, whispered 
something to him and pitt his hand 
gently on his back. Grozelle looked at 
Snow and nodded. 

For the first Hine in 23 days,' Joe 
Grozelle wasn't missing. 

"Obviously we would have liked to 
have found him alive, but the impor-
tant thing is that we Dave found him," 
Ron Grozelle told the newspaper later: 

Lt.-Col. Rod McDonald, deputy direc-
tor of cadets at RMC, has said it would 
be bizarre if Mr. Grozelle were found in 
the water because he didn't like the wa-
ter, didn't like swimming and wasn't a 
strong swimmer 
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Finding Joe solves 'half the mystery' 

Continued from Page I 

"I don't want people to remember 
Joe as the cadet who went missing," he 
said. "I'd like people to remember him 
'as the cadet who always had a smile 
and was a friend to everybody" 

Grozelle didn't sound distraught, but 
expected the pain would come soon. 

"Once I get the chance to be with my 
family, it's going to sink in. It's definite-
ly going to hit me," he said. 

' The body was spotted floating in the 
'river face down on the north side of 
the causeway near HMCS Cataraqui, 
Kingston's naval reserve unit on the 

:east bank of the river 
A woman driving to work saw the 

body and called 911 at 8:15 a.m. when she 
arrived at work. At the same time, a man 
walking near the causeway saw the 
body and called police on his cellphone. 

Police called the Canadian Coast 
Guard to retrieve the body but as the 
•strong winds continued to push it clos-
er to shore, it became evident that no 

:boat would be needed. 

City and military police officers, 
their faces red from punishing winds 
and cold rain, pulled Mr. Grozelle's 
body out when it came within six feet 

:of shore. 
The body was covered and placed on 

the lawn next to the water while offi-
cers awaited a coroner's pronounce-
ment of death. Two brown shoes pro-
truded from under the sheet until po-
lice added a second cover. 

Traffic on Highway 2 backed up all 
,the way to Highway 15 as people 
s trained to see beyond a barrier of flap-
ping yellow police tape. 

In the background, a procession of 
RMC cadets in red, black and white 
windbreakers marched over the foot-
'bridge between the college and the ath-
letic centre, perhaps unaware that one 
of their own had washed up on shore. 

Once the coroner had attended, fu-
'neral home employees arrived in a 
black van. They placed the body in a 

:grey bag, lifted it onto a gurney and 
'hauled it into the van.  



• 
Grozelle said now that his son's body 

has been recovered, he wants to know 
how and why he ended up in the water 

• "Finding Joe is half of the mystery," 
he said. "It's a major piece of the puz-
zle and at least now we have the most 
important piece." 

After visiting the scene, Grozelle was 
taken to the college where he met Mc-
Donald'and other college staff. 

Grozelle also spent some time yester-
day morning with the college's Padre 
Christopher Ryan. The Grozelle family 
has said it has relied heavily on its 
Catholic faith during the ordeal. 

It wasn't just Ron Grozelle who need-
ed the comfort of Padre Ryan yester-
day. News that Mr Grozelle's body had 
been found in the river shot through 
the college. 

In the dormitories, filled with pho-
tographs of smiling, happy Cadets and 
bright red and green posters for the 
coming Christmas ball, cadets would 
only say they'd heard the news and 
that some people at the athletic com-
plex had seen the body. 

When asked about Mr. Grozelle, 
cadets could only mutter, "Sorry. I can't 
talk about this," or shake their head 
and walk away. 

One female cadet immediately went 
to the college chapel when she heard 
about Mr. Grozelle, wondering if per-
haps she could sit at the piano and play 
a while. She needed son le quiet time. 

Some teary-eyed cadets ran to the 
padre's office looiwig for solace, gulch  

ance and words of wisdom. 
Grozelle's disappearance baffled 

investigators, the college and his fami-
ly. His family maintained from Day 1 
that their son wasn't the type of person 
to vanish, or to go on a trip without 
telling anyone. They knew something 
had to be horribly wrong for their son 
not to call and check in. 

Mr. Grozelle's keys, cellphone and 
wallet were found in his dorm. room. 
During his disappearance, there was 
no activity on his debit cards, credit 
cards or bank accounts. 

The college has repeatedly said that 
Mr. Grozelle was a stalwart cadet, a 
star student and a good person. 

The college and his family said there 
were no indications that he was men-
tally ill, suicidal, using drugs or alco-
hol, fighting with his friends, fellow 
cadets or girlfriend. 

Yesterday at 3:30 p.m., Coroner Dr. 
Hans Westenberg confirmed at a news 
conference that the body pulled from 
the water was Joe Grozelle. 

Snow said investigators will stay in 
Kingston to try to sort out the details of 
Mr Grozelle's death. 

Since he disappeared, investigators 
have ) Ltiecl out nothing, including foul  

play. Nothing changed yesterday. 
After cadets were told that Mr. 

Grozelle's body had been found, flags 
at the parade square were lowered to 
half-mast. 

Brig.-Gen. Jean Leclerc, comman-
dant of RMC, said that all cadets, past 
and present, are mourning the loss of 
one of their own. 

"We wish to express our sincere con-
dolences to the family on the loss of 
this fine young officer," he said. "Our 
thoughts today are with the Grozelle 
family. The entire staff and cadet wing 
of RMC join them in their grief." 

.Last night, Ron Grozelle said he ap-
preciates all the help investigators, the 
college and people of Kingston gave 
his family in the past three weeks. 

"I'd certainly like to pass on our sin-
cere thanks to everyone. Everyone has 
been so co-operative and caring," he 
said. "I can't say thank you enough." 

The day after Mr. Grozelle disap-
peared, his parents were notified and 
the Canadian Forces National Investi-
gation Service was called in from Ot-. 
tawa. 

Two days after the disappearance. in- 
vestigators started a full-scale 1 air 
and water search that lasted al rr:L(,)st 

• 

three weeks. 
It was just two days ago that Snow, 

on-scene commander from the inves-
tigative unit, was mulling over whether 
it was time for his team to quit the local 
search and work from Ottawa. 

Yesterday Snow said it's not surpris-
ing Mr. Grozelle's body was found in 
the water; even though the water had 
been thoroughly searched. 

He said there are many reasons why 
the divers didn't find the body. He said 
the stormy weather and rough water 
made the search difficult and Mr. 
Grozelle's body could have been in a 
particularly murky area or camou-
flaged by weeds and debris. 

Wade Buell, a Canadian Coast 
Guard commanding officer, said it's 
likely that Mr. Grozelle didn't go into 
the water too far from where he was 
found. 

"With the currents in the St. Law-
rence River system, most bodies in the 
water don't drift that fan" he said. 

"Unless it's in the middle of a lake, 
bodies come up a couple hundred 
yards from where they went down." 

1°'t7 ell said because the currents run 
• • ;h to south from Kingston Mills to 
is Cataraqui River to the Inner Har- 

bour, Kingston Harbour and out to the 
St. Lawrence River, it's unlikely Mr. 
Grozelle's body never reached Deadman 
Bay Navy Bay or the outer harbour. 

A rare, reverse current would be 
needed to push Mr. Grozelle's body to-
ward Inner Harbour, Buell said. 

"If he went into Deadman Bay, 
chances are he'd still be in Deadman 
Bay," he said. 

Police and investigators say there 
are many reasons ME Grozelle's body 
didn't surface until yesterday. His 
clothing could have been snagged on 
something underwater and was freed 
by yesterday's storm. 

Leaner, muscular people also take 
longer to surface because muscle is 
more dense than fat. 

Mn Grozelle's body is at Kingston 
General Hospital undergoing an autop-
sy. Ron Grozelle is anxious for the re-
ports to find out what happened to his 
son. Then he wants to take his son back 
to Muirkirk, so that the family can 
hold his funeral. 

"I've always said, 'Until I can see a 
body, Joe is alive and well.' That proof 
has been given to me now so we have 
some closure at this point," he said. 

L1_1 o 



The Joe Grozelle case a chronology 
Tuesday, Oct. 21 

• Early evening: Joe Grozelle goes to 
his varsity basketball practice and has 
dinner with some of his teammates 
• Late evening: Grozelle is in his dorm 
room, working on an essay while his 
girlfriend, Melissa Haggart, studies. 
The college says he finished the paper. 

Wednesday, Oct. 22 — Day 1 
• 1 a.m.: Haggart falls asleep while 
Grozelle is working on his essay 
•5:30 a.m.: Haggart wakes up and 
Grozelle is gone. She is the last per-
son known to have seen him. 
• 6 p.m.: When Grozelle doesn't show 
up for basketball practice, the college 
is notified of his disappearance 
• Early evening: Military police, 
Kingston Police canine unit and boats 
from HMCS Cataraqui are notified of 
Grozelle's disappearance 

Thursday, Oct. 25 — Day 2 
• The Canadian Forces National 
Investigation Service is called in 

Friday, Oct. 24 — Day 3 
• RMC notifies the media that Grozelle 
has been missing for two days 
• Grozelle's fellow cadets and basket-
ball teammates attend a vigil of hope 
• A Labrador search-and-rescue heli-
copter from CFB Trenton and a 
Canadian Coast Guard vessel search 
the waters around the campus 
• More than 80 cadets comb the area 
around the college and Fort Henry Hill 

Saturday, Oct. 25 — Day 4 
• Parents Minnie and Ron Grozelle 
speak to The Whig-Standard for the 
first time, begging their son, in a tele-
phone interview from their home near 
Chatham, Ont., to call home 
• Later, the Grozelles and two of their 
children decide to come to Kingston. 
• Searchers spend all day hunting for 
Grozelle 

Sunday, Oct. 26 — Day 5 
• Investigators continue their search 

Monday, Oct. 27 — Day 6 
• Investigators, military cadets and 
the Grozelle family spend the day 
searching the wooded area to the east 
of Fort Henry 
• HMCS Cataraqui crews, Kingston's 
naval reserve unit, search the water 
around the college by boat 
• Lt.-Col. Rod McDonald, RMC's 
deputy director of cadets, questions 
all 950 cadets about Grozelle and 
asks for any information that may per-
tain to his disappearance. Fifty cadets 
come forward with information 

Tuesday, Oct. 28 — Day 7 
• Using the cadets' information, inves-
tigators learn about new e-mail 
accounts, acquaintances and friends 
• A prayer vigil at St. Michael's Roman 
Catholic Church in Ridgetown, near 
Chatham, where the family attends 
Sunday services, is held all day. 
• Investigators say they've finished 
the initial land, air and water searches 
but they could restart at any time with 
new information or tips 

Wednesday, Oct. 29 — Day 8 
• Cadets canvass the downtown, 
Queen's University and homes, hand-
ing out pamphlets with Grozelle's 
description and photograph 
• Minnie Grozelle begs community 
members to search their yards, 
garages, barns and school yards for 
any clues into the disappearance 
• An OPP helicopter with infrared capa-
bilities scours the area around the col-
lege late in the night 
• Lt. Navy Ryan Snow vows the 
Canadian Forces Investigation Service 
will find out what happened to 
Grozelle. "We will not leave any stone 
unturned," he says. 

• Investigators forward Grozelle's' 
missing person report to police sta-
tions across the country. It had ohly 
been distributed to police in Ontario. 

Thursday, Oct. 30 — Day 9 
• RMC starts briefing the cadets each 
morning about the Grozelle case 
• The infrared-equipped helicopter 
turns up nothing. Another helicopter 
that does a visual scan of the area 
also turns up nothing. 

Friday, Oct. 31 — Day 10 
• Cadets, investigators and police 
search Barriefield Village, just north-
east of the college 
• The ground search is again called 
off until new information surfaces 
• Information on Grozelle is distrib-
uted to the Ministry of Natural 
Resources so hunters and anglers can 
look for clues 

Saturday, Nov. 1— Day 11 
• There's a change in the way 
Grozelles describe their son — there's 
an acceptance he may not come 
home. "I feel he's going to a better life 
but I hope he's not there yet," Minnie 
Grozelle tells The Whig. 

Sunday, Nov. 2 — Day 12 
• RMC holds a vigil of hope. More than 
200 family, friends and cadets gather 
to pray for their "lost brother." 

Monday, Nov. 3 — Day 13 
• No major developments 

Tuesday, Nov. 4 — Day 14 
• Two divers from the Gravenhurst 
OPP underwater search-and-recovery 
team spend an hour looking for 
Grozelle's body in the water near RMC 
• Lt.-Col. Rod McDonald tells The 
Whig he'd be surprised if Grozelle's 
body was in the water. The cadet 
hated the water, didn't like swimming 
and wasn't a strong swimmer. 

Wednesday, Nov. 5 — Day 15 
• The college says tips and leads have 
dried up and investigators need a 
break in the case 
• Poor weather stalls another under-
water search for Grozelle 
• McDonald says the Grozelles are 
coming to terms with the fact they may 
never see their son again 
• Some media report that eight days 
after Grozelle disappeared, a friend 
saw him on Speaker's Corner, a City 
TV video diary booth. The tape turns 
out to be three years old. 

Thursday, Nov. 6 — Day 16 
• An OPP dive team again searches 
the water around Royal Military 
College using a sonar-equipped boat 

Friday, Nov. 7 — Day 17 
• An OPP canine unit spends an hour 
sniffing the shoreline around Fort 
Henry. Rough weather forces the OPP 
team to call off the water search. 

Saturday, Nov. 8 — Day 18 through 
Tuesday, Nov. 11, Day 21 

No major developments 
Wednesday, Nov. 12 — Day 22 

• Lt. Navy Ryan Snow tells The Whig 
that if no new information surfaces, 
the Canadian Forces National 
Investigation Service squad will be 
soon moving the on-site team in 
Kingston to Ottawa to work on the case 

Thursday, Nov. 13 — Day 23 
•Two people separately see a body 
floating in Kingston's Inner Harbour 
near the La Salle Causeway. Both call 
911 at 8:15 a.m. 
• Police arrive at 8:17 a.m. and 
Grozelle's body is pulled from the 
water at 8:33 a.m. 
• Coroner Dr. Hans Westenberg 
announces at 3:30 p.m. that the body 
pulled from the water is Joe Grozelle. 

— Compiled by Sarah Crosbie 



Cadet's death brings sombre tone 
to RMC convocation ceremony 

By Sarah Crosbie 
Whig-Standard Staff Writer 

THE MESSAGE AT CONVOCATION 

ceremonies is always the same: 
With a degree in hand, students are 
poised and ready to take on the world 
and make their dreams come true. 

There was a different message at yes-
terday's Royal Military College's fall 
convocation: Somehow, life must go on. 

Thursday morning, the body of RMC 
cadet Joe Grozelle was pulled from the 
Cataraqui River. 

The discovery ended a desperate 22-
day hunt for the missing third-year 
cadet, who disappeared on Oct. 22. 

Yesterday, on the day that Mr. 
Grozelle's body was released to his 
family, students and staff gathered to 
honour the college's newest graduates. 

Coroner Dr. Hans Westenberg said 
yesterday that blood and tissue sam-
ples from Mr. Grozelle's body have 

been sent to the Centre of Forensic Sci-
ences in Toronto for toxicological test-
ing but the cause of his death hasn't 
been confirmed. He said he couldn't 
comment further on the case. 

Testing could take months. 
Brig.-Gen. Jean Leclerc, comman-

dant of the college, stood stiffly at the 
podium and told the 150 attendees that 
although yesterday was a day of cele-
bration, the college was also mourning 
the loss of one of its own. 

"Convocation is a very important cer-
emony in the academic world. It cele-
brates individual achievement and you 
should all be proud of your achieve-
ments," he said. 

"Now, as you know ladies and gentle-
men, the Royal Military College is in 
mourning," he said. 

Please see CADETS, Page 10 
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Joe Grozelle 
remembered as 

top athlete, 
solid citizen 

By Chris McGregor 
RIDGETOWN/Osprey News Network 

G rIEF OVERCAME THIS CLOSE-KNIT 

community Thursday with the 
discovery of the body of Joe Grozelle. 

Ridgetown residents are distraught 
over the news that Mr. Grozelle has 
been found dead and expressed sympa-
thy for the Grozelle family 

"I'm just very relieved that he's been 
found and the parents can put their son 
to rest," Therese MacDonald said as 
she sat before a memorial display in St. 
Michael's Roman Catholic Church. 

"He was known as a very lovely boy" 
Parishioners have been visiting St. 

Michael's daily since Grozelle's disap-
pearance to sign a book of condolences 
for the family. 

"The news he has been found, found 
the way he was, it's going to be tough 
for the family," said Father Martin 
Johnston of St. Michaels. 

"It's sad, but it's pulled our parish to-
gether." 

Johnston said Mr Grozelle is going 
to be remembered at Ridgetown Dis-
trict High School and in the communi-
ty as a eood student and pyrenti 

"Even though it's a disaster, a lot of 
good is going to come from this," he 
said. "Jesus dying was a tragedy. He 
left his mark on the world and I'm sure 
Joe will, too." 

RDHS when Mr. Grozelle was a student 
there. 

"He was an outstanding athlete and an 
excellent classroom student. 

tively about Joey Grozelle." 
He said Mr. Grozelle was well liked 

and had plenty of friends. 
Tim Abel knew Mr. Grozelle from 

RDHS and said the mood in Ridgetown 
over the past 22 days has been one of 
worry and concern. 

He doesn't think Mr. Grozelle would 
have allowed himself to be drawn in 
with the wrong crowd. 

volved with something stupid," he 
said. 

Grade 
Wieringa said everyone in town knew 
Grozelle and his family. 

"I'd seen him around school. He was 
really smart and really good at basket-
ball," she said. "I feel bad for the family" 

Added resident Trudy Ries: "Every 
one has had reflective moments 
whether they've known him or not." 

Doug Johnston was principal at 

"He was a first-class kid," he said. 

"There's nothing you could say nega- 

"He's not the kind of guy to get in-

12 RDHS student Christine 

Blair Gable/Osprey News Network 

Cathy Peltier prays for Joe Grozelle at St. Michael's Catholic Church in 
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MILITARY FUNERAL: Royal Military College cadets, serving as pallbearers for fellow cadet Joe Grozelle, carry his coffin out of St. Joseph's church in Chatham Friday after 
his funeral service, which lasted nearly two hours. See full coverage on Page 12. 



loey Grozelle is in the arms of God' 

Diana Martin Photos 

A ROYAL MILITARY COLLEGE CADET PRESENTS THE FOLDED CANADIAN FLAG 
...from Joe Grozelle's casket to his parents Ron and Minnie Grozelle 
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GOODBYE: Royal Military College 
cadet and girlfriend Melissa Haggart 
says goodbye to Joe Grozelle. 

Military funeral 
honours life of 
RMC cadet 

di
I

a 
...trying to maintain his composure at fellow cadet Joe Grozelle's funeral 

By Erica Brown 
The Daily News 

The Canadian flag flew at half 
staff as dozens of cadets escorted 
Joe Grozelle's casket into St. 
Joseph's Roman Catholic Church 
under full military honours Friday. 

Joe's parents, Ron and Minnie, 
held hands tightly as their 
youngest son's casket was ceremo-
niously marched into the church by 
cadets in splendid scarlet tunics. 

The church bell tolled in memory 
of Joe as family, friends and fellow 
cadets wept. Time seemed to stand 
still as traffic came to a halt and 
the crowd outside stood solemnly, 
watching as the family entered the 
church. 

Joe, 21, went missing Oct. 22 
from the Royal Military College in 
Kingston where he was a third-
year cadet. He was found Nov. 13 in 
the waters of Lake Ontario. 

It's Joe's 
smile that 
those who 
loved him will 
miss most. 

His oldest 
brother Dan 
said Joe was 
undoubtedly 
smiling as he 
looked down at 
those gathered 
to remember 
him. 

"He would 
want us to 
smile back and 
keep on smil-
ing," Dan said 
in a voice full 
of love. 

Dan said he 
feels lucky Joe 
was able to 
share 21 years 
full of his 
smiles. 

Minnie 
asked the 
more than 800 
people gath-
ered for the 
service to keep 
on smiling 
because that's 
what Joe 
would have 
wanted. 

ou must be smiling," she said 
to Joe. 

"My dear Joseph, how can you 
not be with us anymore? 

"My heart aches for you but it 
would hurt you to see us grieving 
so," she said to her son. 

With tears in her voice, Minnie 
said she feels Joe's presence and is 
comforted by it. 

She credits the prayers and 
thoughts that went out to Joe while 
he was missing, for bringing him 
back to his family. 

Ron, who tirelessly searched for 
his son in Kingston alongside 
investigators, let Joe speak for him-
self. 

Quoting his son from a three-
year-old excerpt televised on 
Speaker's Corner, Ron shared Joe's 
gems of inspiration. 

"I'd like to share with everybody 
a revelation I've had that people 
are just all-around mean to each 
other. 

"I don't really understand this 
because everybody is just the same, 
we are all human beings and we 
should be able to get along," Ron 
quoted. 

In the segment, Joe urged people 
to try and get along. 

"Hate will tear us apart and 
divided we will fall," he told view-
ers. "United we will stand because 
love conquers all." 

At that, Ron walked away from 
the pulpit knowing he had said all 
there was to say. 

Father Martin Johnston, of St: 
Michael's Roman Catholic Church 
in Ridgetown, where the Grozelle 
family faithfully attend mass each 
Sunday, assured the mourners that 
Joe is with God. 

"On October 22, a storm arose in 
the hearts of thousands of people," 
Johnston said. "It raged for three 
weeks." 

He said while we may never 



Make me a channel of your peace. Where 
there is hatred let me bring your love. Where 
there is injury your pardon, Lord, and where 
there is doubt, true faith in you. Where there 
is despair let me bring your hope. Where 
there is darkness only light, and where there 
is sadness ever joy. 

Make me a channel of your peace. It is in 
pardoning that we are pardoned. In giving to 
all men that we receive, and in dying that we 
are born to eternal life. 

0, Master grant that I may never seek 
So much to be consoled as to console, 

To be understood as to understand. 
To be loved, as to love with all my 

soul. 

Joseph T. (Joe) Grozelle 

McKinley Funeral Home 

Born 
September 11,191x2 

Died 
October 22, 2009 

JOE GROZELLE away don't often 
hit the net. 

However, he said the players 
who practice and try hard are the 
ones who will get in the basket and 
sink into God's arms. 

Father Julien Beaulieu, of the 
RMC, spoke highly of Joe, who was 
one of his parishioners. 

He said Joe always tried to 
include people and make them feel 
welcome. 

Joe had the ability to see the 
good in people and was quick to 
offer his friendship, Beaulieu said. 

More than 200 RMC cadets, Joe's 
basketball team and professors, 
travelled to Chatham to say their 

final goodbyes. 
"It was a 

beautiful serv-
ice," said Joe's 
friend and fellow 
third-year officer 
cadet Sarah 
Champion. 

"He was gen-
uinely a really 
good guy." 

Champion will 
always remem-
ber Joe's smile 
and kind heart. 

"No matter 
what happened, 
he was always 
there to bring 
everybody else 
up. He was so 
positive," she 
said. 

Champion, 
who is best 
friends with 
Joe's girlfriend 
Melissa 
Haggart, said 
her friend is 
doing as well as 
can be expected. 

Haggart is the 
last known per-
son to see Joe 
alive. The couple 
were in Joe's 

- • room studying 
for mid-terms late Oct. 21. 

When she woke up at 5:30 a.m. 
Joe was gone. 

Brigadier General Jean LeClerc 
thanked the family for allowing the 
RMC to be part of the funeral. 

"Although today is a very private 
family moment, they recognize that 
Joe was an important member at 
the Royal Military College," he 
said. 

LeClerc said all people who 
make a commitment to defend 

know what real-
ly happened to 
Joe, one thing is 
certain: "Joey 
Grozelle is in 
the arms of 
God." 

Likening 
God's arms to a 
basketball hoop, 
Johnston said 
those who 
aggressively 
throw the ball or 
stand too far 

funeral. 
"Whetftrie dies while on service, 

they are offered full military hon-
ours in recognition of that commit-
ment to Canada that they had 
made," he explained. 

The brigadier general said every-
one at the RMC was touched by 
Joe's disappearance. 

"We did feel very helpless for the 
three weeks that the search was 
going on," he said. "We had hoped, 
right up until the body was found, 
that he would be rejoining us. 

"In the military, he was one of us 
and we do share a lot of grief over 
his loss." 

TWo Chatham-Kent police motor-
cycles led the family and hearse 
into Greenwood Cemetery in 
Ridgetown where cadets stood in 
an impressive formation, ready to 
give Joe a military send off. 

Cadets raised their white-gloved 

hands in salute as Joe's casket, 
draped in a Canadian flag, was 
escorted to his final resting place 
by eight RMC pallbearers. 

Joe's cadet hat, sword and a 
wreath lay on the casket as the 
pallbearers set it down in front of a 
simple white, wooden cross. 

After Beaulieu conunitted Joe's 
body to the earth, he told the 
mourners the RMC wanted to say 
farewell to the cadet with a show of 
brotherhood. 

Three piercing gunshots were 
fired into the air before a bugler 
played the sorrowful Last Post and 
Reveille. 

The soul stirring Pipers Lament 
followed in a tribute to Joe. 

Mourners wept as the pallbear-
ers folded the Canadian flag into a 
small triangle, which was handed 
to Minnie along with his hat. His 
mother beamed as  she received the 

symbolic keepsakes. 
Throughout the service Minnie 

wore a wistful smile and Ron also 
seemed to radiate a kind of inner 
peace. They looked on proudly as 
members of the Canadian Forces 
saluted Joe's casket one-by-one 
before shaking hands with the 
immediate family. 

The cadets marched away, leav-
ing family and friends to say their 
final goodbyes. 

Ron and Minnie held each other 
as they knelt by their youngest 
son's casket, where they placed sin-
gle red roses. 

The Grozelle family, Dan, Nikki, 
Jim, Corri, Minnie and Ron, cried 
and clung to each other as they 
walked away from Joe's grave site. 

High school friends and other 
family members gathered crying 
around Joe's casket as the 
Grozelle's left the cemetery.   
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Joseph T. (Joe) Grozelle 
W  

A resident of R.R.#1 Muirkirk 
passed away in Kingston on 
October 22, 2003 at the age of 
21.Born in Chatham, beloved 
son of Ron & Minnie (Scholten) 
Grozelle of R.R.#1 Muirkirk. 
Dear brother of Dan Grozelle of 
London, Jimmy Grozelle of 
R.R.#1 Muirkirk, Nikki and her 
husband Darrell 
Vannieuwenhuyze of 
Ridgetown, and Corn Grozelle 
of R.R.#1 Muirkhk. Special 
uncle of Baylie & Owen 
Vannieuwenhuyze. Loved 
grandson of Ed & Ophelia 
Grozelle of London and Maria 
Scholten of Strathroy and her 
late husband Theodore (1956). 
Nephew of Larry & Willy 
Grozelle, Anne & Larry Renaud, 
Doreen & Tony Strybosch, 
Karen & Kevan Baker, Jean & 
Mike Hoevenaars, Pauline & 
Shawn Trinier, Randy Grozelle, 
Ben & Lynn Scholten, Ted 
Scholten, Mary & Lou Jansen. 
and Dinnie & Alex Erickson. 
Also loved by many cousins.Joe 
was a third year Officer Cadet at 
Royal Military College. 
Kingston. He was a Varsity 
basketball team member, Honour 
Roll student, and Academic All-
Canadian. Family received 
friends at the McKinlay Funeral 
Home, 76 Main St. East, 
Ridgetown on Wednesday 
evening and Thursday afternoon 
and evening, Funeral Mass was 
celebrated at St. Joseph's Roman 
Catholic Church, 180 Wellington 
St. West, Chatham on Friday, 
November 21, 2003 at noon with 
Fr.Martin Johnston and Fr.Julien 
Beaulieu celebrants. During the 
MOSS words of remembrance 
were given by Joe's father, 
mother and brother Dan. Pall 
Bearers were Dan Grozelle, Jim 
Grozelle, Dave Grozelle, 
Bradley Grozelle, Benny 
Scholten, Teddy Scholten, Brian 
Jansen and Craig Strybosch. 
Interment in Greenwood 
Cemetery, Ridgetown. 

McKinley Funeral Home, 
• Rldgetown, Ontario 
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Royal Military College cadets salute as they form a guard of honour for the arrival offoe Grozelle's casket at the cemetery in his hometown of Ridgetown 



Emotional goodbye from family, fellow cadets 
By Tamsin McMahon 
CHATHAM/Whig-Standard Staff Writer 

I
N THE END, IT WAS JOE GROZELLE 
who had the last word. 
A month after Mt Grozelle was last 

seen alive, his family was finally able to 
bury the stalwart Royal Military Cadet 
after a full military funeral yesterday. 
But not before making sure a message 
Mr. Grozelle had recorded three years 
ago would be his lasting words. 

It was no surprise to those who knew 
him that the 21-year-old who had 
brought smiles to so many could still 
touch their hearts with his words, even 
after death. 

With his son Dan's arm around him, 
Ron Grozelle told a church fall of fami-
ly and friends that he didn't know how 
he could find the words to describe 
"our little guy." 

So he let Joe speak for himself. 
It was a brief television recording 

Mr. Grozelle had made years ago on a 
trip to Toronto with some of his closest 
friends. 

The clip was from Speakers Corner a 
TV show that gives people a chance to 
pay $1 for a few moments of fame. It was 

unearthed while investigators searched 
for clues to the third-year cadet's disap-
pearance from his first-floor room in 
the college's La Salle dormitories. 

For the past two nights, Ron Grozelle 
said the family played the tape over 
and over to applause from a house full 

of people. 
lifter watching that tape fora num-

ber of times it suddenly dawned on me 
I don't have to come up with any words 
myself," Ron Grozelle said. "He has al-
ready given us words." 
• In his short television appearance, Mr. 

Grozelle had a message for the world 
that became a message for hundreds of 
people who overflowed from the 600-seat 
St. Joseph's Roman Catholic Church. 

"I'd like to share with everyone a rev-
elation I had that people are just all-
around mean to each other," Mr. 
Grozelle had said in his television 
speech, words that Ron Grozelle 
echoed at his son's funeral. - 

"I notice people act different around 
different people." 

Mr. Grozelle said he didn't under-
stand why there was so much racism, 
sexism and intolerance in the world. 

"We are all human beings and we 
should be able to get along together but 
people just act different around differ-
ent people. 

"I just want to say we should try to 
get along together. After all, we only 
have each other to fallback on." 

Hatred will tear people apart, Mr. 
Grozelle said on television. "Divided 
we will fall. United we will stand be-
cause love conquers all." 

Please see 'JOEY,' Page 2 

Michael Lea/The Whig-Standard 

Dan Grozelle, brother ofJoe Grozelle, places a rose on his brother's casket 
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oey, how can you not be with us? 

Michael Lea/The Whig-Standard 

Ron and Minnie Grozelle, Joe Grozelle's parents, receive their son's RMC cap and the flag from his casket 

Continued from Page 1 

"Author, Joe Grozelle," were all the 
words from Mr. Grozelle's proud and 
grieving father. 

Three weeks after he disappeared 
from his dorm room in the early hours 
of Oct. 22, the body of the honours 
business student and star athlete was 
pulled from the waters of Kingston's 
Inner Harbour. 

Little more than a week later, friends 
and family gathered to remember the 
young man with the spiky light-brown 
hair and blue eyes, the logistics officer 
in training, college number 23160. 

Mr. Grozelle's disappearance sparked 
a massive search of the land, air and 
water around the military college. His 
death left Mr. Grozelle's family strug-
gling to make sense of how such a 
promising life could be cut short. 

"My darling Joey, how can you not be 
with us?" his mother, Minnie Grozelle, 
asked, her voice trembling as she 
looked out over the mourners. 

As she spoke, the stoic faces of many 
cadets — male and female — broke into 
freeflowing tears. 

"My heart aches for you," she said. 
"But it would hurt you to see us grieve 
so. But it's just that we miss you." 

"This is for you, Joe," Minnie 
Grozelle said, speaking to her son. She 
said she could hear his voice telling 
her, "Mom, breathe. It will be OK." 

She said Joe must be smiling down 
on the hundreds who packed the 
church in Chatham, the southwestern 
Ontario town of 43,000. 

He would think it was "awesome" to 
see the sea of blazing red coats — about 
160 RMC cadets in dress uniform, their 
navy blue pants tucked into shiny 
black boots, the shining straps of their 
pillbox hats glittering from under their 
chins. 

He would have been amazed, she 
said, to see the 40 cadet escorts, the 12 
guards carrying C-7 rifles, Canada's 
version of the M-16, or his varsity bas-
ketball teammates who served as eight 
pallbearers and honorary pallbearers. 

It was a full military funeral for a 
cadet who never fought a battle or had 
the chance to be a soldier. 

"I feel your presence and it is so com-
forting," Minnie Grozelle told her 
youngest son. 

She thanked the countless wellwish-
ers for their prayers. She told them to 
keep praying because that's what Mr. 
Grozelle would want, but also because 
she believed it was those prayers that 
returned her son's body from the wa-
ter. 

Dan Grozelle said his little brother 
had a special talent, aside from his 
dancing skills. He had the ability to 
make people laugh. 

"If you were a close friend or if you 
only just met him, he could make you 
smile," he said. 

"Every time you saw him you would 
just have to smile. I know that he is smil-
ing down on us right now," he said 
through tears, his voice breaking. "He 
would want us to be smiling back at him 
and to keep smiling and never stop. He 
gave us 21 years of smiles and happi-
ness. Joe, we love you and we miss you." 

Father Sam Johnston of St. 
Michael's Roman Catholic Church, the 
Grozelles' parish in Ridgetown, spoke 
of a family devoted to their faith. 

"Where was Jesus Oct. 22?" he asked. 
"He was there and he is still there with 
Joey. 

"Joey Grozelle is in the arms of God." 
He compared faith to a game of bas-

ketball. It takes practise to aim for the 
arms of God, just as it takes practise to 
make the basket. 

"Joey Grozelle practised his faith," 
Johnston said. 

He said he had asked Mrs. Grozelle if 
she would now take down the basket-
ball net that can be seen from the fami- 
ly's kitchen window. She said no. 

"I'm thankful it's going to stay 
there," he said. 

He also thanked all the cadets for at-
tending the funeral, and for protecting 
and serving Canadians. 

RMC's padre, Father Julien Beaulieu, 
said although Joseph Theodore 
Grozelle was born Sept. 11, 1982, in 
Chatham, some of the most pivotal mo-
ments in his life had happened in Octo-
ber. 

He was baptized on Halloween and 
confirmed Oct. 2, 1994. On Oct. 22, the 
waters took Joe Grozelle. 

He may have been a small-town boy 
from the hamlet of Muirkirk, but Joe 



JOE GROZELLE: 'Just a nice guy' 

Grozelle was known as a leader at the 
national military school and among 
his number 2 Squadron, the same 
squadron that produced astronaut 
Mark Garneau. 

A star guard on RMC's varsity bas-
ketball team and Academic All-Cana-
dian, Mr. Grozelle was the senior in 
charge of his classes for his business 
administration program, said friend 
and classmate Amy McCullough. 

"He had that leadership potential that 
most people at RMC wish they had," she 
said. "He had a presence about him. He 
was definitely all the things an RMC 
cadet should have been." 

McCullough met Mr. Grozelle in her 
first year, when they did their first 
training courses together. Mr. Grozelle 
was a whiz at the obstacle course and 
the kind of person who'd help cadets 
who were having trouble finishing the 
exercise. 

"He would never leave a man be-
hind," she said. 

"Everybody loved Joe." 
Even those who didn't know Mr. 

Grozelle well, knew him by his athletic 
reputation. 

"He was an incredible athlete," said 
Ben Anderson, 18, a first-year cadet it 

Joe's squadron. "In [physical training] 
tests, he'd just really smoked 'em." 

Mr. Grozelle organized sports teams 
at the college,•from signing up volun-
teers for a five-kilometre run to infra-
murals, Anderson said. 

"He was just a nice guy," said Sarah 
Webster, 22, a fourth-year cadet who 
lived across the hall from Mr. Grozelle. 

The mood on the floor had turned 
subdued after Joe's disappearance, 
Webster said. "It was just a lot more 
quiet and a lot more concerned. Every-
one was just saying 'I hope he's OK." 

Mr. Grozelle could be a joker who act-
ed as if the pressures of school didn't 
bother him. But deep down they did, 
McCullough said. 

He came alive on the basketball court 
and was most at ease with his team-
mates. He excelled academically and 
was in the top five in his class. 

Physically fit and devoted to sports, 
Mr. Grozelle "was known to shiver in 
class because he had absolutely no 
1-tnr1v7 fn+ " T/Trd'Illlevrrrrls oniti 

Mr. Grozelle was an all-around ath-
lete except in one area, McCullough 
said. "He couldn't swim at all, he would-
n't go in the deep end of a pool." 

That's why one of the reasons it 
came as a shock for McCullough to see 
investigators pulling Mr. Grozelle's 
body from the Inner Harbour as she 
was crossing the La Salle Causeway. 

A close friend of Mr. Grozelle's girl-
friend, Melissa Haggart, McCullough 
said Haggart was the first to tell her. of 
Mr. Grozelle's death. 

"She just totally broke down," she 
said. "She was dreading the day when 
they came to get her from class." 

But, McCullough said, after weeks 
without a word, Haggart was just hop-
ing for answers. 

The pair was inseparable, McCul-
lough said. She was a soccer player 
who was headed for the navy. He was a 
basketball player destined for the 
army. But the two had worked out their 
schedules to spend as much time to-
gether as possible. The free time they 
had outside of their studies they spent 
together, sometimes visiting Haggart's 
family in Kingston. 

They had talked about marriage and 
kids, McCullough said. When Mr. 
Grozelle died, Haggart said if she ever 
had a son, she would name him after 
Mr. Grozelle. 

"She told me she had lost her soul 
mate." 

A fellow honours business adminis-
tration student, McCullough shared 
many classes with Mr. Grozelle. "It has 
been a really rough three weeks for our 
group" of 30 students, she said. 

The group was allowed to be excused 
from class and from some assignments. 
In the first weeks they were excused to 
help with the search. In recent days, 
they have been given time to mourn. 

And they came out in droves to 
mourn. Nearly 200 cadets boarded five 
buses at 4 a.m. yesterday for the five-
hour trip to Chatham for Mr. Grozelle's 
funeral. 

His basketball teammates - some of 
his closest friends - had left the night 
before. 

The cadets stopped only for a quick 
break outside London, Ont., and again 
at Mr. Grozelle's old school, Ridgetown 
District High School, to change into 
their uniforms on the shiny new gym-
nasium floors. 

Mr. Grozelle had started the fund-
raising to replace the gym floors when 
he was on the school's student athletic 
society, principal Dan Kelly said. 

Mr. Grozelle had followed his older 
brother's footsteps into basketball, 
playing for the Ridgetown Royals. His 
younger sister, Corri, is in Grade 10 at 
the school. 

"They're sort of the first family of 
basketball here," Kelly said. 

In the school entranceway is a memo-
rial to Mt Grozelle and the basketball 
team he loved so much. "Joe Grozelle: a 
Ridgetown Royal forever," it says. 

The memorial was put together by 
teachers who had known Mr. Grozelle, 
Kelly said. There were all of his year-
books, each marked with Post-it notes 
leading to dozens of pictures of Mr. 
Grozelle. He was member of several 
sports teams: badminton, soccer, cross  

country and, of course, basketball. 
There were pictures of the cadet as a 

laughing teenager wearing a giant pur-
ple wig - even a picture of him as a ba-
by, an oversized baseball cap draped 
sideways on his tiny head. 

Next to the memorial stood a framed 
picture of Mr. Grozelle's graduating 
class of 2001, a Ridgetown Royals jer-
sey, a grad cap and a quote from Mr. 
Grozelle: "I'm proud to say through 
four years of high school I've never lost 
my pants." 

The funeral began at noon. Police 
stopped all traffic to allow the hearse to 
make its way from the funeral home as 
the stately pink church in downtown 
Chatham rang its bells. 

The full military funeral included 
eight pages of detailed diagrams, 
every word and movement meticulous-
ly planned and practised in advance. 

Curious onlookers gathered in near-
by parking lots and storefronts to 
watch as eight pallbearers slowly lifted 
the casket from the hearse. Eight hon-
orary pallbearers raised their swords 
and the remaining uniformed cadets 
saluted the sliver casket draped in the 
Canadian flag as it entered the church. 
On top of the casket lay a wreath, a pill-
box hat and a sword. 

Mr. Grozelle's immediate family sat 
in the two front pews on the right. Pall-
bearers sat on the left and remaining 
relatives and military dignitaries filled 
in behind his family. 

In the middle of the altar adorned 
with bouquets of yellow roses, orange 
gerberas, red carnations and candles 
sat a picture of Grozelle family, a pris-
tine red military tunic, white gloves 
and a belt. 

A basketball lay on the floor. 
In front of the baptismal font, cadets 

had placed Mr. Grozelle's basketball 
jersey. 

As the two-hour service came to a 
close, the church bells began to ring 
again. 

Pallbearers lifted the casket, re-
moved sword and hat and carried it to 
the hearse for the 45-minute drive to the 
Greenwood Cemetery in Ridgetown, 
where Mr. Grozelle was buried. 

Uniformed escorts lined the route to 
the burial site and two police motorcy-
cles preceded the hearse on its slow 
journey to the cemetery. 

As Minnie Grozelle walked to the 
burial ground she gave a wistful smile 
and grasped her husband's hand. The 
couple's four remaining children fol-
lowed in tears behind. 

After a long and sombre silence, pall-
bearers lifted the casket from the 
hearse as escorts and guards slowly 
formed two lines. 

Family and friends sat along one side 
of the casket while Father Beaulieu 
stood at the foot. 

A bugler played the Last Post, fol-
lowed by 10 seconds of silence and the 
Reveille, while a bagpiper played the 
Piper's Lament. 

As a finale salute, the 12 guards raised 
their rifles and fired three resounding 
volleys into the calm, chilly air. 

Beaulieu said a final prayer, asking 
God to love and embrace Mr. Grozelle. 
He then welcomed him into eternal 
life. The Grozelle family grasped hands 
as Beaulieu led the congregation in the 
Lord's Prayer. 

Pallbearers then removed the sword, 
wreath and hat from.the coffin, while 
two others slowly lifted the Canadian 
flag, folded it in lengthwise, then in tri-
angles, and presented the artifacts to 
the Grozelle family. 

Military dignitaries, including Com-
mandant Brig.-Gen. Jean LeClerc, Col. 
William Peters, RMC's director of 
cadets, and principal Dr. John Cowan, 
saluted the coffin and shook hands 
with the family. 

One by one, the six remaining 
Grozelles placed a red rose on the cof-
fm and said a prayer. Mr. Grozelle's sis-
ter, Corri, touched her hand to her lips 
and then placed it on the casket. 

Minnie and Ron Grozelle ap-
proached their son's casket together, 
Ron gently nudging his wife to the 
ground as they set down two roses and 
knelt in an embrace. 

As the burial service drew to a close, 
friends gathered in droves around Mr. 
Grozelle's casket, sobbing and hugging 
and laying flowers. 

His girlfriend, Melissa Haggart, took 
turns comforting distraught cadets as 
family and friends said their final 
goodbyes to a brother, a son, an athlete 
and a friend. 
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By Tamsin McMahon 
Whig-Standard Staff Writer 

ANITA SINGARD NEVER MET JOE 
Grozelle, but the Kingston woman 

was deeply touched by his death. 
She read every newspaper article on 

Mr. Grozelle since the 21-year-old Royal 
Military College cadet disappeared 
from his first-floor dorm room Oct. 22. 

"I feel like I knew him," Singard 
said. 

The Howe Island native even sent Mr. 
Grozelle's parents a letter to their 
home town of Muirkirk, a hamlet near 
Chatham. She didn't have the address, 
but figured that in such a small com-
munity the letter would find its way to 
the Grozelles. 

"It's sad to see something like this 
happen to such a smart guy like Joe," 
Singard said. 

"He was such a nice fella. And his 
family, they're such good people." 
. Yesterday afternoon, Singard was fi-
nally able to tell Mr. Grozelle's parents 
how she had prayed for their son, how 
moved she was by their agonizing  pub-
lic pleas for help in the weeks before 
Mr. Grozelle's body was recovered 
from the Inner Harbour Nov. 13. 

Singard quietly lined up at  RMC 
with  the hundreds of -friends and well-
wishers at a public memorial for the 
third-year cadet to send her condo-
lences to a family she never knew 

"You'd think there would be more 
people from Kingston," Singard said, 
surveying the crowd of about 300, most 
of  them  in military uniform. 

Michael Lea/The Whig-Standard 

Cadets enter  last night's memorial at 
Royal Military College for Joe 
Grozelle, whose body was pulled from 
the Inner Harbour on Nov. 13 

Please see `JOEWILL,' Page 12 

MICHAEL LEA Canadian Press 

Walking under a picture of Royal Military College cadet Joe Grozelle, fellow cadets carrying candles 
and a cross enter a memorial service at the Kingston school yesterday. The body of Grozelle, 21, of 
the Ridgetown area, who went missing Oct. 22, was found Nov. 13 in Lake Ontario near the campus. A-3 
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`Joe will be missed but never forgotten 
1 

GROZELLE: Was missing for 22 days 

Continued from Page 1 

She hugged the Grozelle's and their 
son Dan, and told them she had prayed 
for them. "I'll continue to pray for 
them," she said. 

The subdued memorial was a final 
tribute to Mr. Grozelle and a way for 
the college and the family to thank the 
hundreds - possible thousands - of 
people like Singard who prayed for the 
honour business student and basket-
ball player's return. 

Mr. Grozelle's mother, Minnie 
Grozelle, told the memorial she felt it 
was those prayers for Mr. Grozelle's re-
turn that finally brought her son back 
from the water. 

The prayers weren't contained only 
to Kingston, Mr. Grozelle's father, Ron 
Grozelle, said. "I'm told there were 
messages and prayers said coast to 
coast." 

Prayers came from countries as far 
away as the Netherlands, Nigeria and 
Colombia. 

Ron Grozelle said son is probably 
playing some basketball with his 
friend Brian who was killed in a car 
crash and teaching the angles of how 
to break dance. 

He described his son's military fu-
neral on Friday in Ridgetown as "an 
awesome celebration." 

"Joe would have loved it," he said. 
"He would have loved this too." 

"Thank you very much for all your 
help and it was just an honour to be 
here." 

on Grozelle thanked all those in-
volved in searching for his son, includ-
ing people from the college, Kingston 
Police, the military's National Investi-
gation Service and the Kingston com-
munity. 

"Whether we get the answers or not 
[to Mr. Grozelle's death], we may never 
know," he said. 

The college expects to have the au-
topsy results by mid-to-late December, 
college spokesman Lt.-Cmdr. John 
Coppard said in an earlier interview. 

Military padre Father Julien 
Beaulieu said friends told family to 
dwell on Mr. Grozelle's life, not specu-
late on his strange disappearance and 
death. 

"Joe left this world in a mysterious 
manner," Beaulieu said. " Maybe we 
should respect that." 

RMC Commandant Brig.-Gen. Jean 
Leclerc thanked the Grozelles for their 
help and support in the search for their 
son and urged those attending the 
memorial to take something from Mr. 
Grozelle's death. 

"May this afternoon's service open 
up a new period of time where lessons 
learned will be the trademark of our 
lives," he said. 

The memorial at RMC's Yeo Hall con-
cludes more than a month of searches, 
prayers and services. 

At the final planned public memorial 
for Mr. Grozelle, his family said their 
grief is lasting. 

"I haven't had enough days yet to cry 
all that I need," Minnie Grozelle said 
through her tears. 

The memorial gave Mr. Grozelle's 
friends, like cadet Francis Dumont, a 
chance to say goodbye. 

A fellow third-year student in Mr. 
Grozelle's squadron, Dumont played 
basketball in his first year with Mr. 
Grozelle. The two spoke almost every 
day. 

Dumont said he wasn't able to be at 
Mr. Grozelle's Chatham funeral and 
the memorial service was important to 
him for closure. 

"This is a good opportunity for me to 
be with everybody and his family and I 
think that it is going to help me as 
well," a teary-eyed Dumont said. 

Melanie Pollard, the senior cadet in 
Mr. Grozelle's No. 2 squadron, present-
ed the family with a stone engraved 
with Mr. Grozelle's name, college num-
ber and graduating year. 

The plaque will be place in the col-
lege's memorial arch. 

"I want to say Joe will always be 
missed but never forgotten," Pollard 
said. 

Michael lea/ I he Whig-Standard 

Royal Military College cadets listen during last evening's memorial service at RMC for third-year cadet Joe Grozelle, whose body was found Nov. 13 
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CADET: Police 
remain stumped 
From Page Al 

The bottom line is police still don't 
know if Grozelle was the victim of 
homicide, suicide, an accident or 
death by natural causes, said Cairns. 

The lack of answers has been diffi-
cult for Grozelle's parents and 
siblings. 

Police haven't shared details of 
their probe, Grozelle's father, Ron 
said yesterday. 

"The length of time this investiga-
tion has been going and the lack of 
information is extremely frustrat-
ing," Ron Grozelle said. "This is 2004, 
not 1904, and I would hope we could 
get some resolution." 

Grozelle's family believes he didn't 
commit suicide. The lead military 
investigator uncovered no unusual 
pressures on him beyond that which 
was typical for a 21-year-old. 

Cadet's 
remains 
will be 
exhumed 
Investigators hope a 
new autopsy will show 
whether Joe Grozelle 
met with foul play. 
BY JONATHAN SHER 
Free Press Reporter 

Eleven months' after the 
remains of a Chatham-area 
cadet washed ashore near 
Kingston, his body will be 
exhumed by investigators 
unable to determine if he died 
as a result of foul play. 

Provincial police don't know 
how Joe Grozelle, a third-year 
student at Royal Military Col-
lege in Kingston, ended up in a 
frigid river last Nov. 13. 

But OPP Det. Insp. Ian 
Grant said he's getting closer.  
to the answers he hopes a 
second examination will 
bring. 

think we're quite a bit 
closer (than we were 11 
months ago)," Grant said yes-
terday. 

The OPP have gathered new 
evidence since Ontario's chief 
coroner asked them to take 
over the investigation from 
the military and local police in 
March, deputy chief coroner 
Dr. Jim Cairns said. 

"OPP have in their investi-
gation found some things that 
need to be evaluated further," 
Cairns said. 

Asked about new evidence, 
Grant said he wouldn't discuss 
it for fear it might taint future 
statements by witnesses. 

Grozelle, 21, was last seen 
Oct. 22, 2003, in his dorm room 
by his girlfriend, Melissa Hag-
gart, who told authorities she 
fell asleep at 1 a.m. and awoke 
at 5:30 a.m. to find him gone, 
his wallet and cellphone left 
behind. 

That timeline hasn't been 
contradicted by any evidence 
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CAIRNS: OPP 
has found new 
evidence. 

GROZELLE: 
Found in frigid 
river Nov. 13. 

A medical examiner found 
signs Grozelle drowned, but 
didn't establish whether he 
slipped, jumped or was pushed 
into the Cataraqui River, 
Cairns said. 

The examiner found no 
trauma to the body, which was 
so badly decomposed it was 
identified with dental records. 

"The length of time 
this investigation has 

been going and the lack, 
of information is 

extremely frustrating." 
Ron Grozelle, victim's father 

The decision to exhume 
Grozelle's body, to be done in 
the next two to three weeks;  
wasn't made lightly because it 
can be so upsetting to family, 
Grant said. 

"It's not very often we do 
that," he said. 

But that doesn't mean police 
believe Grozelle was killed by 
someone else, Grant said. If 
that were the case, OPP would 
take over the investigation, 
which is still being directed by 
the coroner's office. 

Nor does it mean the first 
autopsy was lacking, he said. 
As a case progresses, new 
questions can arise about old 
evidence that a second 
autopsy may address. 
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Body to be exhumed 
for second post-mortem 
By ERICA BROWN 
Osprey News Network 

Unanswered questions 
almost a year after Joe 
Grozelle's disappearance are 
prompting investigators to 
exhume his body. 

Det. Insp. Ian Grant, of the 
OPP's criminal investigations 
branch, said the decision to 
conduct a second post-mortem 
on the 21-year-old Royal 
Military College cadet's body 
was made Friday after a thor-
ough review of the case. 

Grozelle was a Ridgetown 
resident whose family is well-
known in East Lambton. 

"The best way to get the 
answers we want is to do an 
exhumation and second post-
mortem," he said from Ottawa 
Monday. 

Grant was tight-lipped about 
what investigators hope to find 
during the second autopsy. 

"We're not talking about the 
specifics of what we are trying 
to do and what we are looking 
for," he said. 

Dr. Jim Cairns, deputy chief 
coroner for the province, said 
the post mortem may uncover 

"potential evidence that may 
be relevant." 

He said investigators - the 
probe is being conducted by 
OPP on behalf of the Chief 
Coroner's Office - don't want 
to leave any "stone unturned. 

"There are still things left 
unanswered at this time." 

Cairns said the post-mortem 
will ensure nothing was missed 
during the first examination. It 
was conducted in November 
2003 after Grozelle's body was 
discovered floating in Lake 
Ontario — 22 days after his dis-
appearance from his dorm 
room on Oct. 22. 

"If there was something 
missed, we need to find it," he 
said, adding there is no indica-
tion that the first autopsy was-
n't complete. 

Joe Grozelle's father, Ron, 
said the decision to do another 
post-mortem has left the family 
wondering why. 

They haven't been told what 
investigators hope to uncover 
or why the decision to exhume 
took so long. 

He said the family was 
offered the opportunity to have 
their own forensic pathologist 

attend the post-mortem, some-
thing they.  are "seriously con-
sidering." 

Ron said even after numer-
ous requests, the family hasn't 
seen the original autopsy 
report or any police reports. 

"There are a ton of unan-
swered questions," he said. 

Cairns said the exhumation 
will likely take place in the next 
three to four weeks. 

The post-mortem is expected 
to take one to two days, he 
said. 

The autopsy, he said, will be 
performed by Dr. Michael 
Pollanen, the province's direc-
tor of forensic pathology. 

Cairns said exhumations are 
rare, with an average of one a 
year. 

Grant said once the investi-
gation is complete the coro-
ner's office will decide whether 
to call for an inquest into 
Grozelle's death. 

The Grozelle family has said 
an inquest is needed to piece 
together the puzzle of how and 
why he died. 

The investigation continues. 
Chatham Daily News 
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ByTamsin McMahon 
Whig-Standard StaffWriter 

NEARLY A YEAR AFTER JOE 
Grozelle went missing from his 

dorm room at the Royal Military Col-
lege, Ontario's chief coroner plans to 
take the unusual step of exhuming the 
21-year-old cadet's body in hopes of find-
ing answers to his unexplained death. 

Yesterday, Ontario's deputy chief 
coroner Dr Jim Cairns confirmed he 
met with Eastern Ontario regional 
coroner Dr. Andrew McCallum, the 
head of the chief coroner's forensic 
pathologist unit Dr. Michael Pollanen, 
and police investigators on Friday to 
review the OPP's eight-month investi-
gation into Grozelle's death. 

They decided to exhume Grozelle's 
body and perform a second autopsy. 

"There are certain areas of their in-
vestigation [the police] feel need to be 
further explored," Cairns said. "In an 
effort to do everything possible, a deci- 

Police want 
to extend 

`certain areas' 
of investigation 

sion has been made that we will ex-
hume the body" 

The stellar third-year cadet and bas-
ketball player was last seen at 1 a.m. on 
Oct. 22 writing an essay in his dorm 
room at the military college. 

Michael 1-ea/The Whig-Standard 

The family of deceased cadet Joe Grozelle visited Kingston in early October to 
watch RMC's obstacle course and badge ceremonies. While here, they set up a 

memorial at the spot where their son's body was pulled from the Cataraqui River. 

He was found 22 days later when his 
body surfaced in the turbulent waters 
of the Cataraqui River, metres from 
the La Salle Causeway. 

Please see POLICE, Page 8 
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Police hope exhumation will offer answers to new questions 
Continued from Page 

Grozelle's death was first investigat-
ed by the Canadian Forces National In-
vestigation Service (NIS), which exam-
ines serious incidents involving mili-
tary personnel. 

Investigators had originally expect-
ed autopsy reports to be released at the 
start of the year. 

But the coroner's investigation was 
turned over to the Ontario ProVincial 
Police in February after Grozelle's fa-
ther, Ron Grozelle, asked for an inde-
pendent probe of his son's death. 

That police investigation turned up 
some new questions that needed to be 
answered, said Det.-Insp. Ian Grant of 
the OPP's criminal investigations 
branch. 

He declined to say what those ques-
tions were, but hoped a second autopsy 
would provide answers. 

The original autopsy, done in 
Kingston, found Grozelle's death was 
consistent with drowning, Cairns said. 

"The first post-mortem was done 
very well," Grant said. "But at the 
same time, there are sometimes things 
that you learn along the way when con-
ducting an investigation that you may 
have a chance to investigate. 

"In the case of being thorough and  

wanting to make sure we have all the 
answers we can we decided to do an ex-
humation." 

Grant expected it would be about two 
or three weeks before Grozelle's body 
would be exhumed from the cemetery 
in Ridgetown, Ont., where the cadet 
was buried last November. 

Investigators are still waiting to hear 
whether Grozelle's family wants to 
have its own pathologist present for 
the autopsy before deciding when to 
exhume the body, Cairns said. 

Once exhumed, Grozelle's body will 
be taken to the Chief Coroner's Office 
in Toronto, where Dr. Pollanen will 
perform the second autopsy. 

The entire process, including return-
ing Grozelle's body to his grave, 
shouldn't take more than a day, Cairns 
said. 

"Whatever we feel can be further 
tested would be done at the time and 
then the body would be returned for 
burial," he said. 

Toxicology samples have already 
been analysed at the Centre of Foren-
sic Sciences in Toronto and it is"highly 
unlikely" that process would be repeat-
ed, Cairns said. 

He declined to say what the toxicolo-
gy reports showed. 

Cairns cautioned that a second au-
topsy may not bring any answers about 
what happened to Joe Grozelle. 

Pathologists won't know whether 
they can uncover new information un-
til they can examine the condition of 
Grozelle's body, which was already de-
composed when it was pulled from the 
water. 

"That is completely open to how we 
find the state of the body," Cairns said. 
"We're not in a position to say strongly 
that we are doing this because we're 
absolutely certain we will find some-
thing of significance on the body. We're 
not overemphasizing it. But we feel be-
cause of the thoroughness of the inves-
tigation that it should be done." 

It is relatively rare for the coroner to 
order a body exhumed, Cairns said. 
The process usually happens once a 
year and he believed this was the first 
one in the province this year. 

"Does it happen on a daily basis? 
No." OPP. Det.-Insp. Grant said. "But it 
is something that happens frequently 
in the past on many other cases. It is 
not something you do lightly" 

InvestigatorS didn't need consent 
from Grozelle's family to exhume their 
son's remains, although Grant said po-
lice discussed the idea with it the 
Grozelles. 

"We have spoken to the Grozelle fam-
ily and told them what we are doing," 
he said. "I realize it is going to cause 
them some concern and there is no 
way around that." 

But, he said, it was necessary to con-
duct a thorough investigation and pos-
sibly answer some of the questions 
that have plagued the family for nearly 
a year 

"Mr. Grozelle, like any father or any 
parent, wants to know what happened 
to his son," Grant said. "I think he has 
that right." 

Yesterday Ron Grozelle told the 
Chatham Daily News that his family is 
not opposed to an autopsy "if it is go-
ing to assist in finding answers in re- 

GROZELLE: Provincial police say 
"because of the thoroughness of the 
investigation," exhumation of Joe 
Grozelle's body is warranted 

gards to what happened to Joe." 
He said his family is "seriously con-

sidering" having their own forensic ex-
pert present during the autopsy. 

In an interview with The Whig-Stan-
dard early last week, he said he was 
frustrated with the pace of the investi-
gation, which had offered him few an-
swers nearly a year after his son's 
death. 

"It just puzzles me why it is taking so 
long as it is," he said. 

"To me it shouldn't be that difficult 
to solve. Maybe there is more to this 
than we know" 

When he spoke to OPP investigators 
last week, Grozelle said they told him 
they had hoped to finish their investi- 

gation by the end of the year. 
The Grozelles came to Kingston on 

Oct. 1 for the weekend to see RMC's ob-
stacle course and badge ceremonies for 
first-year cadets and to set up a memor-
ial at the site where their son's body 
was found. 

"We just wanted to go back and be a 
part of the activities for that week-
end," Ron Grozelle said. "Joe was in-
volved in all of those activities when 
he was there." 

He said was concerned that nothing 
was being done by the college to inves-
tigate his son's death and to make 
changes, such as beefing up security on 
campus, so that-similar deaths don't 
happen in the future. 

"That's one thing that bothers me a 
little bit is the fact that the school itself 
does not appear, that I'm aware of, to be 
initiating anything from their perspec-
tive as far as trying to find out what 
happened to one of their students," he 
said. 

But until RMC finds out what hap-
pened to Grozelle, it's difficult to try to 
find solutions to prevent similar 
deaths, said Lt.-Col. Rod McDonald, 
the college's deputy director of cadets. 

The school is not conducting its own 
investigation since the military probe 
was being handled the NIS. The MS in-
vestigation is on hold while the OPP 
completes its investigation. 

Ron Grolelle said the past year has 
been difficult for the family, both be-
cause of Joe's death, but also because 
Grozelle is convinced that someone, 
somewhere, knows what happened to 
his son. 

"It's been like a nightmare," he said. 
"The fact that we've lost Joe, that's a 
pretty frustrating situation in and of 
itself. But this whole aspect of the in-
vestigation taking as long as it has, it 
has just compounded the frustration. , 

"There isn't a day that goes by that 
we don't ask ourselves what has hap-
pened and why is it taking so long?" 
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tmene prune seeks answers 
Investigators 
plan second 
post-mortem 
By Erica Brown 
The Daily News 

Unanswered questions almost a 
year after Joe Grozelle's disappear-
ance are prompting investigators to 
exhume his body. 

Det. Insp. Ian Grant, of the 
OPP's criminal investigations 
branch, said the decision to conduct 
a second post-mortem on the 21-
year-old Royal Military College 
cadet's body was made Friday after 
a thorough review of the case. 

"The best way to get the answers 
we want is to do an exhumation 
and second post-mortem," he told 
The Chatham Daily News from 
Ottawa Monday. 

Grant was tight-lipped about 
what investigators hope to find 
during the second autopsy. 

"We're not talking about the 
specifics of what we are trying to do 
and what we are looking for," he 
said. 

Dr. Jim Cairns, deputy chief 
coroner for the province, said the 
post-mortem may uncover "poten-
tial evidence that may be relevant." 

He said investigators — the probe 
is being conducted by OPP on 
behalf of the Chief Coroner's Office 
— don't want to leave any "stone 
unturned. 

"There are still things left unan-
swered at this time." 

Cairns said the post-mortem will 
ensure nothing was missed during 
the first examination. It was con-
ducted in November 2003 after 
Grozelle's body was discovered 
floating in Lake Ontario, 22 days 
after his disappearance from his 
dorm room on Oct. 22. 

During an intensive land, air 
and water search, investigators 
were baffled about what happened 
to the third-year cadet. 

A passerby noticed his body in 
the water near the college Nov. 13 
after a violent storm. 

"If there was something missed, 
we need to find it," Cairns said, 
adding there is no indication that 
the first autopsy wasn't complete. 

Joe Grozelle's father, Ron, said 
the decision to do another post-
mortem has left the family wonder-
ing why. 

They haven't been told what 
investigators hope to uncover or 
why the decision to exhume took so 

long. 
"We are not opposed (to the 

autopsy). . . if it's going to assist in 
finding answers in regards to what 
happened to Joe," Ron said. 

He said the family was offered 
the opportunity to have their own 
forensic pathologist attend the 
post-mortem, something they are 
"seriously considering." 

Ron said even after numerous 

requests, the family hasn't seen the the province's director of forensic 
original autopsy report or any pathology. 
police reports. Cairns said exhumations are 

"There are a ton of unanswered rare, with an average of one a year. 
questions," he said. Grant said once the investigation 

Cairns said the exhumation will is complete the coroner's office will 
likely take place in the next three decide whether to call for an 
to four weeks. The post-mortem is inquest into Grozelle's death. 
expected to take one to two days. The Grozelle family has said an 

The autopsy, he said, will be per- inquest is needed to piece together 
formed by Dr. Michael Pollanen, the puzzle of how and why he died. 

Michael LealOsprey News Network 

THE FAMILY OF' DECEASED ROYAL MILITARY COLLEGE CADET JOE GROZELLE, OF MUIRKIRK 
...set up a memorial earlier this month at the spot where their son's body was pulled from the Cataraqui River in Kingston 
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Funeral home workers help military and city police remove the body of Royal Military College cadet Joe Grozelle from Lake Ontario at Kingston, Ont., on Nov. 13, 2003. 



Drowning to be probed as homicide 

BY TIMOTHY APPLEBY 

The mysterious drowning of a Royal 
Military College cadet last year is to 
be reinvestigated and his body exh-
umed because it may be a case of 
murder, Ontario's deputy chief cor-
oner said yesterday. 

"We're looking at a possible hom-
icide," Dr. Jim Cairns said. "There 
are enough irregularities --bits and 
pieces that are just not matching 
together." 

Three weeks after 21-year-old Joe 
Grozelle vanished overnight from 
his dormitory in downtown Kings-
ton in October, 2003, his water-
logged body was pulled from Lake 
Ontario. 

The military and Kingston police 
initially examined the third-year 
cadet's death. And while the subse-
quent autopsy concluded he had 
drowned, there were no findings as 
to whether he had slipped, jumped 
or was pushed. 

Relatives and friends of Mr. Gro-
zelle launched their own probe, 
provincial police re-examined 
events and now his body is to be 
exhumed on Nov. 25 from Green- 

wood Cemetery, near Chatham. 
A second, more detailed post 

mortem will be held in Toronto. 
"The OPP do not feel in retro-

spect that the investigation carried 
out by the military and Kingston 
police was stellar, shall we say," Dr. 
Cairns said. 

"They felt there were many gaps 
in the investigation — avenues of 
investigation that were not explor-
ed at the time, pertaining to the cir-
cumstances [of Mr. Grozelle's dis-
appearance], the search and wit-
nesses who may have seen 
something." 

Ever since he identified his son's 
body, Mr. Grozelle's father Ron has 
also been unhappy with the investi-
gation. 

Suicide would have been wholly 
out of character, he said. 

Mr. Grozelle also rejects any pos-
sibility of an accident, noting that 
when his son's body was found, his 
shirt and belt were both missing. 

"That doesn't leave too much," he 
said yesterday in a telephone inter-
view from Ridgetown, near Chat-
ham, where he works as an engi-
neer. 

"I strongly suspect that there's 
foul play, that's my view. Whether it 
was intentional or accidental I don't 
know." 

A woman whose son was also a 
cadet at the college and a friend of 
Joe Grozelle said yesterday she sus-
pects he fell victim to a form of haz-
ing. 

Requesting anonymity, she said 
he may have been singled out be-
cause he was "a top athlete, a top 
student and a top cadet." 

Neither the college nor Kingston 
police could be immediately 
reached for comment. 

Mr. Grozelle went missing from 
his dorm on Oct. 21 or 22. The last 
person reported to have seen him 
alive was his girl friend Melissa 
Haggart. 

She told investigators they were 
in his room together studying for 
mid-term exams and that when she 
awoke around 5:30 a.m., he was 
gone. 

On Nov. 13, a passerby spotted 
what proved to be the cadet's body, 
partly decomposed and floating 
face down in Lake Ontario near the 
La Salle causeway. 

The causeway and its lift bridge 
connect downtown Kingston to 
Point Frederick, the peninsula 
where the college stands. 

After Mr. Grozelle's body is exh- 

Mr. Grozelle's remains were 
discovered three weeks after he 
disappeared from his dormitory. 

umed Nov. 25, this second autopsy 
will be conducted by Dr. Michael 
Pollanen, director of the forensic 
pathology unit at the coroner's of-
fice. 

Also present will be Dr. John Butt, 

a former chief medical examiner for 
Alberta and Nova Scotia, whom the 
Grozelle family has retained. 

This second postmortem will be 
much more thorough than the first 
one, which Dr. Cairns described as 
"a coroner's autopsy" rather than "a 
homicide autopsy" 

In particular, that will mean dis-
secting his back and limbs in search 
of hidden signs of trauma — bruis-
ing that would not otherwise be vis-
ible. 

"People say, 'What can you find 
after this length of time?' " Dr. 
Cairns said. "Particularly since 
when his body was found it was 
starting to decompose. 

"The answer is, until you do it you 
don't know." 

Ron Grozelle says he has no idea 
what new evidence might have 
prompted the OPP and the coro-
ner's office to order the exhuma-
tion. 

"But the big question going 
through our minds is why they're 
doing this now. What is it they're ex-
pecting to find that they couldn't 
have found originally? 

"My gut feeling is that there's 
something wrong with this picture, 
something that doesn't make sense 
with the whole scenario. From the 
date that Joe went missing until to-
day" 

Cadet's body will be exhumed 
for a more thorough autopsy 
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A cadet's 
bizarre 
demise: 
Was it 
murder? 
BY MICHAEL GRANGE 
AND TIMOTHY APPLEBY 
KINGSTON 

perched on the edge of the Roy-
al Military College campus ris-
es its imposing limestone and 
granite Memorial Arch, en-

graved with the names of graduates 
who perished in the great wartime 

1  battles of the past century. Fifty 
metres away, at the mouth of the Ca-
taraqui River, sits a far more modest 
shrine of plastic flowers and family 
photographs, dedicated to a popular 
third-year cadet whose body drifted 
ashore last year in less glorious cir-
cumstances, apparently a victim of 
drowning. 

Without the dogged efforts of that 
cadet's father, who believes his son 
was very likely murdered, the story 
might have ended there: a promising 
21-year life inexplicably snuffed out 
in its prime,  

But it has not ended. The strange, 
tragic disappearance of Joe Grozelle 
has taken a decidedly more sinister 
twist. 

As part of a team that included a 
lawyer and private investigator, his 
father, Ron, assembled a meticulous 
compendium of disturbing evidence 
that poses three broad questions: 
Did someone interfere with the con-
tents of the hard drive on Joe's com-
puter in his college dormitory? How 
to explain the odd circumstances 
surrounding the movement of the 
young man's personal effects? And 
— perhaps crucial — why the appar-
ently conflicting information about 
the state of his body when it floated 
to shore, three weeks after he myste-
riously vanished? 

That legwork was instrumental in 
getting the case quietly reopened in 
February. 

See CADET on page A4 
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Bit by bit, young cadet mastered a strange 
new environment, MICHAEL GRANGE reports 

1111 

 , KINGSTON, ONT. of Western Ontario — the 21-year-
old knew he needed a respected edu-

e was never supposed to cation, and RMC provided an oppor-
vanish and wash up dead tunity for that. 
three weeks later. Tuition was covered, and the Ca- 

Then again, Joe Grozelle nadian Forces paid him a stipend. 
was never supposed to be at Royal Wearing a uniform, conforming to 
Military College in the first place, the rules of military life and spend-
wearing a uniform, saluting his su- ing five years after graduation in the 
periors, marching on parade, learn- service didn't seem so bad. 
ing to be a military officer. "I was surprised when he told me 

But the undersized point guard that he was going to RMC," said Dan, 
was determined to play basketball at 27, the oldest of Ron and Minnie 
university, and the RMC Paladins, al- Grozelle's five children, raised in a 
ways on the lookout for kids not only rambling farmhouse on 100 acres of 
good enough, but tough enough and grazing land in tiny Duart, Ont., out-
willing to complete the military serv- side Chatham. 
ice, offered the former Ridgetown Established by Parliament and 
High School star a chance to do so. opened in 1876, RMC is the place the 

In a family where his oldest broth- Canadian Armed Forces look when 
er, Dan, was a software engineer and seeking the best and brightest to re-
his next oldest brother, Jim, was on plenish the pool of officers. A comp-
his way to becoming an accountant, act gathering of historic limestone 
— both had attended the University buildings on a parade square with 

He vanished just as he 
found his game 

water on three sides, the college sits 
just across the harbour from down-
town Kingston. 

In some ways, it looks and feels 
like many of the smaller universities 
that dot Canada's postsecondary 
landscape: green, ordered, expec-
tant. But, as the recruiting motto 
goes, it is a university with a differ-
ence. The streets through campus 
are named Billy Bishop Road and Va-
lour Drive. There are sports fields, 
but also decommissioned tanks, 
cannons and anti-aircraft guns. 

And while the average Queen's 
University's student across town has 
the option of rolling out of bed at 
noon, going to class if he feels the 
need and wearing sweatpants for a 
week, that's not the case at RMC. 

Cadets are expected to be in their 
clean and well-pressed uniforms 
from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. Their rooms 
are to be kept neat and tidy, subject 
to inspection. Since the cadets are 
technically military employees, at-
tending class is mandatory and skip-
ping can mean being found absent 
without leave. 

Joe Grozelle's 
body washed 
up last October 
on the shore 
of Lake Ontario 
near Kingston's 
Royal Military 
College. 

There is parade practice at 6:30 
a.m., and while the dormitories are 
co-ed, when male and female cadets 
are together in a room, the door 
must be open, and cadets aren't al-
lowed to have companions of the op-
posite sex spend the night. 

Mr. Grozelle's initiation into this 
new and strange life wasn't without 
its hiccups. He studied business ad-
ministration, and the academic de-
mands were heavy. Basketball, too, 
posed the challenge of transition 
from a small-town star to a role play-
er lucky to get off the bench. 

But bit by bit, week by week, Mr. 
Grozelle found himself first surviv-
ing the demands at RMC, and then 
thriving in a traditional, strict atmos-
phere. In third year, he was named  

his squadron's sports officer, one of 
the top positions available to cadets 
in his year, and had begun to set his 
sights on being named the senior ca-
det in charge of his squadron. 

"Most guys on the basketball team 
do the bare minimum of that stuff, 
but Joe was getting really into it," 
said Steve Scriver, a fourth-year 
student and teammate who had 
asked his friend to be the best man at 
his wedding this past August. "I'd say 
about 80 per cent of us were here for 
pragmatic reasons, and Joe was too, 
but he had really come around." 

If his choice to come to RMC was 
founded on pragmatism, it was driv-
en by a passion that burned hottest 
for basketball. 

There are two hoops at the Gro-
zelles' farm: one outside the barn, 
complete with a concrete slab ex-
tending out to the three-point line, 
the other inside, which came into 
play in poor weather or, because it 
was shorter than regulation, when it 
was time to practise some dunks. 

Mr. Grozelle's most intense 
match-ups were games of one-on- 

one against his brother Jim, who 
went on to earn all-Canadian ho-
nours at UWO. 

At RMC, he found a new set of 
brothers in his teammates. And if he 
wasn't a starter, he earned respect for 
his "balls-to-the-wall" practice hab-
its and team-first demeanour. He 
kept the guys loose with jokes, hud-
dled with the coaches to talk strategy 
and was always keen to head down-
town to AJ's Hangar, a student bar 
that was the team's hangout of 
choice when the opportunity arose. 

The Paladins always practise be-
tween 4:45 p.m. and 6:45 p.m., and in 
more than two seasons Mr. Grozelle 
never missed one session, which is 
why, when he didn't show up on Oct. 
22 last year, his teammates knew 
so , 

glawa
ters, wrong

, re still dealing 
with the fact he'll never practise with 
them again. "It's just so frustrating," 
said Mr. Scriver, who helped orga-
nize a moment of silence before a 
game on the anniversary of his 
friend's disappearance. "Ws just a to-
tal vacuum." 
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Father's 
`questions 
are good 
questions' 
CADET from page Al 

Ron and Minnie Grozelle visit the grave of their son Joe yesterday at Greenwood Cemetery, near Chatham, Ont. The 21-year-old's body will be exhumed this week for a second autopsy. 
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Police commonly encounter such - — 
As a result, authorities will take the 
highly unusual step of exhuming the 
young man's body on Thursday for a 
second autopsy that will be far more 
detailed than the first. 

"We're not taking this lightly," said 
Ontario Provincial Police Detective 
Inspector Ian Grant, who heads a 
four-officer team working full-time 
on the revived investigation, origi-
nally conducted by the Canadian 
military's National Investigation 
Service, aided by Kingston police. 

Nor is anyone else. 

A storm of controversy erupted in 
Kingston this week after deputy 
chief coroner Jim Cairns suggested 
in an interview with The Globe and 
Mail that the initial investigation had 
been less than perfect. (Dr. Cairns 
later conceded he had overstated the 
role of the Kingston police, who were 
stung by his criticism. Chief Bill 
Gloss said his force had been "tar-
nished" by the coroner's remarks.) 

Det. Insp. Grant will not describe 
his inquiries as a homicide investi-
gation. Foul play, he says, is just one 
avenue being explored. Suicide or an 
accident are the other possibilities. 

But Ron Grozelle has little doubt 
his son was killed. He further be-
lieves that more than one person has 
information about what happened 
and that they have so far kept silent. 

And while he is reluctant to dis-
cuss his strong "gut feeling" as to 
who may be involved, he is certain 
the original investigation was deeply 
flawed. 

"My sense, if I could sum it up, of 
what I saw of the investigation was 
that if you don't want to know if the 
window is broken behind the barn, 
you just don't go there," he said. 

-4111ligt  
a reaction among bereaved relatives 
and friends when a sudden death oc-
curs. But the letters Mr. Grozelle dis-
patched to the provincial coroner's 
office and to the OPP last January 
went far beyond listing complaints 
of incompetence or spinning con-
spiracy tales. 

Not everyone on and around cam-
pus is convinced there is more to the 
cadet's death than meets the eye. 

"I think the OPP is being silly," one 
military officer said. "They're just 
trying to score points by rehashing 
something the military police and 
Kingston police have already investi-
gated." 

For its part, the MS vigorously de-
fends its investigation. 

"This was one of our larger files in 
2003-2004 and was given top priori-
ty," said spokesman Captain Mark 
Giles. "Every resource that a civilian 
police agency would have, we used. 
. . If there was a stone unturned, I'm 
not aware of it." 

Yet whatever the outcome of this 
second go-round, what's clear is that 
provincial police and the coroner's 
office are taking Mr. Grozelle's pack-
age of evidence extremely seriously. 

"He's a very logical man, a person 
prone to precise arguments. His 
questions are good questions," Det. 
Insp. Grant says of Mr. Grozelle, a 
trained engineer employed by Union 
Gas since graduating from the Uni-
versity of Waterloo 30 years ago. 
"He's a concerned father whose son 
is gone, and he wants answers." 

Nor does the police officer dis-
agree with the grieving father's view 
that the truth about what happened 
is perhaps being concealed. 

An eight-month investigation pre-
ceded the decision to exhume the 
young man's remains from Green-
wood Cemetery, near Chatham, 
where he was laid to rest in a military 



ceremony attended by friends, rela-
tives and 200 uniformed cadets. 

"I'm in a position where I can't be-
lieve everything I've been told be-
cause it doesn't add up," Det. Insp. 
Grant said. "The question is: Which 
parts are wrong?" 

By all accounts, Joe Grozelle was 
the kind of well-adjusted military ca-
det who had everything going for 
him. He played guard on the campus 
basketball team; he was healthy; he 
had no financial problems, and in 
his drive to become a logistics spe- 

'I'm in a position where 
I can't believe everything 
I've been told because 
it doesn't add up.' 
Detective Inspector Ian Grant 

cialist, his academic marks were 
good. Raised on a farm, he was a lov-
ing member of a large family, the 
fourth of Ron and Minnie Grozelle's 
five children, and he had a long-term 
girlfriend. 

So it was no surprise for investi-
gators to learn that on the night of 
Oct. 21 last year, shortly before he 
vanished, he was apparently study-
ing in his dormitory room. 

With him, she said, was his girl-
friend, fellow cadet Melissa Haggart. 
She told authorities that after falling 
asleep, she awoke around 5:30 a.m. 
to find her friend gone; she spent the 
day anxiously quizzing friends about 
her normally predictable boyfriend's 
whereabouts. 

The Grozelle family was alerted to 
Joe's disappearance roughly 12 
hours later, with a telephone call 
from the basketball coach wonder-
ing whether there was an emergency 
at home because he had never be-
fore missed a practice. 

Reached this week, Ms. Haggart, 
now in her fourth year at RMC, told 
The Globe and Mail she would need 

permission from school officials be-
fore consenting to an interview. After 
that was given, however, she de-
clined to discuss the case. 

In a lengthy interview with the 
Kingston Wbig-Standard in Decem-
ber, Ms Haggart described a mate 
who 'loved life" and "loved me." 

Suicide, she said, seemed highly 
unlikely because "there wasn't any 
sign that stress was getting to him, or 
he didn't want to handle it." 

Yet that appears to have been the 
working theory of the NIS as they in-
terviewed the missing cadet's friends 
and associates. "When they were 
talking to me, they kept barking up 
that tree," said Craig Norman, who 
coached basketball at RMC and is 
now head coach at McGill University 

"The theory they seemed to be 
working on was that he was about to 
get cut from the team and couldn't 
handle the pressure, and it couldn't 
have been farther from the truth. He 
was a third-year player who was part 
of the leadership of that team, but 
they kept barking up that tree. He 
struggled at the university level early 
in his career, but he had overcome 
those obstacles. It was so frustrating 
because Joe was a great kid and had 
everything so together." 

Seemingly, the NIS so focused on 
the idea that the cadet might have 
committed suicide that six weeks 
after his body was discovered Ms. 
Haggart passed a polygraph test they 
asked her to take in order to deter-
mine whether she had concealed a 
suicide note. 

As to whether Joe Grozelle some-
how accidentally slipped into the 
water and drowned, his family is 
skeptical because, contrary to some 
published reports, he was able to 
swim and had passed the basic test 
required of all cadets. 

Nor was there any good reason for 
him to be out of doors that night, 
since it was raining heavily. 

Ms. Haggart returned home to 
stay with her parents for most of the 
next two weeks, but came back to 

Kingston to speak further with inves-
tigators. "They were looking in 
dumpsters and places that I didn't 
want to be looking for my best 
friend," she told the Whig-Standard. 

Scores of officials, fellow cadets 
and volunteers did take part, fan-
ning out across land, air and water, 
aided by helicopter-mounted ther-
mal imaging equipment. 

The search drew a blank. 
Three weeks later, on Nov. 13, after 

days of fierce winds and rain, a pass-
erby spotted what proved to be the 
cadet's body, floating close to where 
the Cataraqui River flows into Lake 
Ontario. By the time authorities ar-
rived, it had drifted close to shore, 
less than a kilometre from the young 
man's dormitory. 

Later that day, at a Kingston hospi-
tal morgue, Ron Grozelle tearfully 
identified the body as that of his son. 
Along with that gruesome confirma-
tion, he sought answers as to what 
might have happened. 

In the weeks that followed, he 
says, none appeared to be forthcom-
ing. So he and his team swiftly 
launched their own investigation 
and within weeks forwarded their 
findings to provincial police and the 
coroner's office, requesting a new in-
vestigation and an inquest. 

Authorities responded positively, 
perhaps because Mr. Grozelle had 
unearthed information he found 
deeply disturbing. 

Scrutiny of his son's computer 
showed that at around 9:30 a.m. on 
the day of his disappearance, a disk 
had been placed in the floppy drive. 
Missing from the hard drive was any 
trace of computer activity from the 
previous 16 days, even though Joe 
had used the computer as a regular 
part of his studies. 

When a technician was able to lo-
cate and restore the computer files, 
something else emerged. 

On the afternoon and evening be-
fore he vanished, the cadet had been 
at basketball practice. Yet during 
that time, from 4:45 to 6:45 p.m, six 

files were created on the computer. 
These related to a law assignment 
the cadet's class was working on, due 
to be handed in the next day. 

"The significant part of this is that 
we feel that someone was at Joe's 
computer, typing something in to 
make it look like he was there," Mr. 
Grozelle said in an interview. "Basi-
cally, the computer activity does not 
support the time line of Joe's activi-
ties on the afternoon of Oct. 21 and 
the early hours of Oct. 22, as they 
were reported." 

'We feel that someone was 
at Joe's computer, typing 
something in to make it 
look like he was there.' 
Joe's father, Ron Grozelle 

Equally puzzling to Mr. Grozelle is 
that, according to him, the cadet's 
wristwatch and keys mysteriously 
reappeared in his room. 

But what particularly bothers him 
is what he saw on the morgue slab. 

Mr. Grozelle says the body was de-
scribed by authorities as "badly de-
composed," as was to be expected if 
it had been underwater for three 
weeks, drifting around the stony riv-
erbed and then surfacing in a storm. 
But he insists the body he viewed 
was anything but decomposed. 

On the contrary, he wrote in the 
letters that resulted the case being 
reopened, the body was essentially 
intact, "a bit swollen and his eyes 
bulging somewhat, but he was easily 
recognizable. Outside of some red-
ness from above his eyebrows . . . 
and a small red mark on his forearm 
. . . Joe was in perfect condition." 

Equally perplexing to him was the 
fact that his son was naked from the 
waist up. Gone were three layers of 
clothing— his T-shirt, polo shirt and 
a hooded sweatshirt — along with 
his trousers belt, 

"I dispute the NIS's contention 
that water currents could have taken 
Joe's belt out of the loops on his 
pants and that water currents could 
have ripped all his upper body cloth-
ing off without so much as a mark, 
bruise or break in his skin," Mr. Gro-
zelle wrote. 

His own conclusion: His son had 
almost certainly been in the water 
for considerably less than three 
weeks. 

The official, incomplete view in 
that regard is unclear. Not until 11 
days ago did Mr. Grozelle receive 
documents from the coroner's office 
containing two autopsy reports, 
written in May and July. Together, 
they said merely that his son's death 
probably resulted from asphyxia as a 
result of drowning, with hypother-
mia a possible contributing factor. 

But neither report offered an ex-
planation as to how, why or when the 
cadet might have drowned. 

In the renewed effort to answer 
that question, Det. Insp. Grant is 
hopeful light will be shed by the sec-
ond autopsy, to be conducted in To-
ronto on Nov. 25 by Michael Poll-
anen, director of the provincial coro-
ner's forensic pathology unit. Also 
present will be John Butt, a former 
chief medical examiner in Alberta 
and Nova Scotia, who has been re-
tained by the Grozelle family. 

At most, there are only a handful 
of exhumations in Ontario each year. 
"I've been in homicide investiga-
tions for a long, long time, and this is 
only my third, after 25 years on the 
job," Det. Insp. Grant said. 

Nor is there any guarantee the 
postmortem will be conclusive, he 
said. "But I think I'd be remiss if I 
didn't at least try" 

Mr. Grozelle is keener still. "It's 
been a tough year because I'm so fo-
cused on this," he said. 

"The rest of the family is trying to 
carry as best as normal. But for me 
it's something more because I'm on a 
mission. I have one shot at doing 
this, and it's happening now." 

A-51  
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the Green-
wood Ceme- 
tery near 
Chatham and 
moved to 
Toronto for 
an autopsy on 
Thursday. 

"It certainly 
provides us 
with some 

encouragement that we're 
GROZELLE 

in 

RMC cadet to be exhumed for new autopsy 
BY JOHN HERBERT 
Free Press Reporter' 

After a year of frustration 
and questions, the Chatham-
area Grozelle family may 
finally get some answers this 
week to what caused the death 
of their son. 

The body of third-year Royal 
Military College cadet Joe 
Grozelle will be exhumed from 

moving forward to find out 
what happened to Joe," his 
father, Ron Grozelle, said 
yesterday. 

"We, the family, still main-
tain Joe did not do harm to 
himself and that there are 
other answers to this situation 
that haven't come to light yet." 

Ron Grozelle would not say 
where he will be when the 
autopsy is performed. 

However, Dr. John Butt, a 
former chief medical exam-
iner for Alberta and Nova 
Scotia, will be present on 
behalf of the family. 

The autopsy will be 
performed by Dr. Michael 
Pollanen, director of the coro-
ner's office forensic pathology 
unit. 

Joe Grozelle was last seen 
Oct. 22, 2003, in his dorm room  

by his girlfriend, Melissa 
Haggard. She told authorities 
she fell asleep at 1 a.m. and 
awoke at 5:30 a.m. to find him 
gone, his wallet and cellphone 
left behind. 

Three weeks later, on Nov. 
13, his body was pulled from 
the Cataraqui River in 
Kingston. 

See CADET Page C2 
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CADET: Father disputes claim son's body in river for three weeks 
From Page Cl 

Though the first autopsy 
concluded the cadet had 
drowned, it didn't establish  

whether he slipped, jumped 
or was pushed into the 
river. 

The medical examiner 
said the body was badly  

decomposed because it had 
been in water for three 
weeks and dental records 
were required to identify 
Grozelle. 

Ron Grozelle disputes that 
finding. He said he had no 
trouble identifying his son, 
saying his body was intact 
"a bit swollen and his eyes 
bulging somewhat, but he 
was easily recognizable. 

"I don't believe it had  

been in water for three 
weeks," he said yesterday. 
"I have to qualify that. I'm 
not an expert, but I had no 
difficulty identifying my 
son." 

The Grozelle family 
became more and more frus-
trated with the investigation 
conducted by the Canadian 
Forces National Investiga-
tion Services and pressed 
for a new investigation. 

Last March, Ontario's 
deputy coroner asked the 
Ontario Provincial Police to 
take it over. Since then, the 
OPP says new evidence has 
surfaced. 

The Grozelle family say 
there are several unresolved 
questions. For instance, 
why was Grozelle found 
naked from the waist up? 
And why was the cadet's 
computer tampered with? 
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Thursday, November 25, 2004 

Timeline  
Oct. 21, 2003 

• Joe Grozelle is in his dorm room, working on an essay 
while his girlfriend and fellow cadet, Melissa Haggart, studies. 

Oct. 22. 
• 1 a.m. Haggart falls asleep while Grozelle writes his essay. 
• 5:30 a.m. Haggart wakes up and Grozelle is gone.' His wal-

let, keys and cell phone are still in the room. 
Oct. 23 • 

• Canadian Forces National Investigation Service called in. 
• Oct. 24 

• Royal Military College notifies the media that Grozelle has 
been missing for two days. Massive air and water search 
begins, more than 80 cadets comb the area around the college. 

Oct. 25 
• Searchers spend all day hunting for the missing cadet. 

Oct. 26-27 
• Investigators, military cadets and the Grozelle family 

spend the day searching the wooded area east of Fort Henry. 
• All 950 cadets at RMC are questioned about \'vhat they 

know about Grozelle or any information about his disappear-
ance. Fifty cadets come forward with information. 

See GROZEUE Paff,e 
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A difficult day for Grozelle 

family, friends 

Exhumation to take 
place this morning 
By Erica Brown 
The Daily News 

Investigators hope to get one step 
closer today to finding out what hap-
pened to Joe Grozelle when they 
exhume his body and conduct a second 
autopsy. 

The 21-year-old Royal Military 
College cadet's body was scheduled to 
be exhumed from his grave at 
Greenwood Cemetery in Ridgetown at 
8 a.m. 

Sgt. Kristine Cholette, of the 
Eastern Region Ontario Provincial 
Police, said rain or shine, the exhuma-
tion will go forward. 

Mystery has surrounded Grozelle 
since he vanished from his dorm room 
at the Kingston college on Oct. 22, The military turned over the investi- 

Ps- 
gation to OPP earlier this year. 

The second autopsy is part of the 
r .44

r
1/1"---4 -WV;  OPP's probe and will be conducted by 

Otr.
Dr. Michael Pollanen, the province's 
director of forensic pathology. 

The Grozelle family has retained I 
their own forensic pathologist — Dr. 
John Butt, a former chief medical 
examiner in Alberta and Nova Scotia — 
to attend the autopsy. F15 Ron Grozelle told The Chatham  ,L,„, 
Daily News Wednesday that the fami-tW4' 
ly planned to attend the exhumation. 

He said the family will also likely go ' 
to Toronto, where the autopsy will take 
place. 

Cholette said the area immediately 
surrounding the grave site will be con- 
cealed by a tarp, out of respect for the ,./r 
deceased, privacy for the family and to 

r protect the integrity of the investiga- 
tion. 

She couldn't say how long the autop- 
sy would take or when Grozelle's body 
will be returned to the cemetery. 

(AN SAP w 

2003. 
His girlfriend and 

fellow cadet Melissa 
Haggart last saw 
Grozelle in his room 
around 1 a.m., where 
he was writing an 
essay. 

His keys, wallet 
and cell phone were 
left in his room. 

A massive 22-day 
air, water and land 
search failed to turn 
up any clues about 
the third-year cadet's 
whereabouts. 

Investigators 
remained baffled by Grozelle's disap-
pearance until a violent storm rocked 
the Kingston area and the young man's 
body was found in the Cataraqui River 
on Nov. 13, about 600-metres from his 
dorm room. 

JOE 
GROZELLE 
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Grozelle timeline 
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Continued from Page 1 
Oct. 28, 2003 

• Using the cadets' informa-
tion, investigators learn about 
new e-mail accounts, acquain-
tances and friends. 

• Investigators announce 
they've finished the initial land, 
air and water searches but could 
restart at any time with new 
information or tips. 

Oct. 29 
• RMC cadets canvass the 

Kingston area, handing out pam-
phlets with Grozelle's description 
and photograph. 

• An OPP helicopter with 
infrared capabilities searches the 
area around the college. 

• Investigators forward 
Grozelle's missing-person report 
to police stations across the coun-
try. 

Nov. 7 
• OPP canine unit sniffs the 

shoreline around Fort Henry. 
Nov. 13 

• Two different people see a 
body floating in Kingston's Inner 
Harbour. Coroner Dr. Hans 
Westenberg announces at 3:30 
p.m. that the body pulled from the 
water is Joe Grozelle. 

December 2003 
• Unhappy with military inves-

tigation, Grozelle family launches 
their own probe into Joe's disap-
pearance and death. 

February 2004 
• Military turns over death 

investigation to OPP at the 
request of the Grozelle family. 

Oct. 18 
• OPP and provincial coroner's 

office announce plans to exhume 
Joe Grozelle's body for a second 
autopsy. Officials won't say what 
they are looking for, just that they 
need another look at the body. 

Nov. 17 
• Dr. Jim Cairns, Ontario's 

deputy chief coroner, said an ini-
tial investigation determined Joe 
Grozelle committed suicide. He 
said the Grozelle family insisted 
foul play was involved, prompting 
investigators to continue the 
probe. 

Compiled by Erica Brown, 
Sarah Crosbie, Osprey News 

Oct. 30 
• The infrared-equipped heli-

copter turns up nothing. Another 
helicopter that does a visual scan 
of the area also turns up nothing. 

Oct. 31 
• Ground search called off 

until new information arrives. 
Nov. 5 

• RMC says tips, leads dry up. 
Nov. 6 

• OPP dive team again search-
es Kingston-area waters. 



Father hopes second autopsy 
will shed light on 

son's mysterious death 
By Tamsin McMahon 
Whig-Standard StaffWriter 

INVESTIGATORS PLAN TO EXHUME THE BODY OF JOE 
Grozelle today and perform a second autopsy in hopes of 

answering lingering questions about the military cadet's 
death. 

Ontario Provincial Police and pathologists will be on 
hand at Greenwood Cemetery in Ridgetown at 8 a.m as the 
body of the third-year Royal Military College cadet is re-
moved from the ground almost a year to the day after he was 
buried in the cemetery near Chatham. 

Grozelle's body will be taken to the chief coroner's office 
in Toronto where Dr Michael Pollanen, head of the forensic 
pathologist unit for the chief coroner of Ontario, will per-
form a second autopsy. 

He'll be looking for signs of homicide at the request of 
Grozelle's family, who pressed for another investigation. 

The family has hired its own pathologist, Dr. John Butt, 
the former chief medical examiner for Alberta and Nova 
Scotia, to conduct his own look at the autopsy results. 

Det.-Insp. Ian Grant of the OPP's criminal investigations 
branch said the exhumation will go ahead regardless of the 
weather. Reports were calling for snow overnight. 

He expected Grozelle's body wouldn't be reinterred until 
tomorrow and that police would not publicly release the re-
sults of the autopsy today. 

The 21-year-old Grozelle was a successful student and bas-
ketball player when he disappeared from his dorm room 
sometime overnight on Oct. 22. 2003. 

Despite a military investigation and an extensive search 
of the land and water around the college, Grozelle's body 
wasn't recovered until 22 days later when it was spotted 
floating in the Cataraqui River, just west of the college 
grounds on Point Frederick. 

His family has always maintained that Grozelle did not com-
mit suicide and that someone knows what happened to him. 

Grozelle's father, Ron Grozelle, began his own investiga-
tion. He raised questions about why his son was found with-
out his shirt or belt and why someone apparently used his 
computer the day before his disappearance. 

The questions were enough for the province's chief coro-
ner to order a second autopsy, which Ron Grozelle hopes will 
provide some answers. 

"We're still looking for the truth," Ron Grozelle told The 
Whig-Standard this week. "That has been our goal from the 
start, the truth about what happened to Joe. That's hopefully 
what everyone is working toward." 

♦ 
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Body of RMC cadet 
to be exhumed today 
Officials are hoping 
a second autopsy will 
yield more information 
about Joe Grozelle. 
Special to The Free Press 

RIDGETOWN — The body of a 
Royal Military College cadet who 
died mysteriously more than a year 
ago was to be exhumed today for a 
second autopsy. 

Joe Grozelle, 21, disappeared from 
his Kingston dorm on Oct. 21, 2003, 
and was found floating in the 
Cataraqui River 22 days later. 

As part of a coroner's investiga- 

tion, Grozelle's body was scheduled 
to be exhumed from Ridgetown's 

Greenwood Ceme-
tery this morning. 

His parents, Ron 
and Minnie 
Grozelle, live in 
Duart near here. 

While the initial 
autopsy found the 
cause of death to be 
consistent with 
drowning, the coro-
ner's office and 
provincial police 
said there are still 
several questions 
they hope to 
answer. 

Police and the coroner's office 

said Grozelle's death isn't currently 
being treated as a homicide. 

Grozelle, a varsity basketball 
player who was training to become 
a logistics officer, was working on 
an essay when he left his room at 
about 1 a.m., never to be seen alive 
again. 

It has never been determined why 
he left or how he ended up in the 
water, although the initial investi-
gation revealed no signs of foul 
play..  

His father, Ron Grozelle, main-
tains his son wasn't suicidal and 
would not have gone into the water 
on purpose. 

The autopsy is expected to be 
carried out at the coroner's office in 
Toronto. 

GROZELLE: 
Student's death 
initially linked 
to drowning. 
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2004 Clue to death could be a lety one 

Micro-organisms may help determine 
whether cadet drowned or was killed  

BY MICHAEL GRANGE 

Could the clue to Joe Grozelle's 
mysterious death lie in tiny orga-
nisms embedded in his bones? 

That's one of the questions doc-
tors may probe during a second, 
and far more extensive, autopsy on -
the 21-year-old Royal Military Col-
lege cadet, whose body was found ' 
in the water near the Kingston cam-
pus a year ago. 

Early this morning, with family, 
police and coroner's office officials 
looking on. the grim work of ex-
huming the body will begin at 
Greenwood Cemetery outside 
Chatham, Ont. 

Mr. Grozelle's body will then be 
taken to Toronto, where Michael 
Pollanen, director of the provincial 
coroner's forensic pathology unit, 
will perform a second autopsy to try 
and shed light on how an apparent-
ly healthy, happy and respected ca-
det could disappear from his dorm 
room early one morning and wash 
up on shore three weeks later. 

"We've interviewed people, gath-
ered evidence, analyzed informa-
tion, and as a result there are ques-
tions in my mind," said Ontario 
Provincial Police Detective Inspec- 

Opife  
• 

tor Ian Grant, who is heading a 
four-member team investigating 
the circumstances around Mr. Gro-
zelle's death at the request of the 
coroner's office. 

"I don't know that we will get the 
answers when we do this, but I 
think I'd be remiss if I didn't at least 
try." 

Even though Mr. Grozelle was 
buried a year ago, there is a range of 
revealing information that a careful 

41.1  examination of his body can still 
provide, according to Thambirajah 
Balachandra, the chief medical ex-
aminer of Manitoba and head of fo-
rensic science at the University of 
Manitoba's faculty of medicine. 

While stressing that he has no 
specific knowledge of the Grozelle 
case, given its general circum-
stances Dr. Balachandra predicted 
that one of the key tests likely to be 
undertaken could help determine 
whether Mr. Grozelle died in the 
water where he was found, or 
whether he was killed and his body 
dumped there afterward. 

He said Dr. Pollanen is a respect- 
ed international expert in the use of 
diatoms — unicellular organisms 

I that live in water — to indicate 
I whether an apparent drowning vic- 

tim died before or after entering the 
water the body is recovered from. 

The theory supposes that silice-
ous skeletons of the organism con-
tained in the water make their way 
into the bloodstream of a struggling 
victim and remain present in the 
bone marrow long after burial. 

A match between the traces of the 
diatoms found in the bone marrow 
and in the water where the body 
was recovered would suggest the 
victim drowned close to where hi.s 
body was found. 

"We can't say if the person was 
pushed into the water or tied up 
and dropped there, that you don't 
know, but [if the skeletons match] it 
proves that this person was alive 
and consumed the water where 
they were found," Dr. Balachandra 
said. 

But if the victim is dead before 
entering the water, the traces of the 
waterborne organisms wouldn't 
make it into the bone marrow, sug-
gesting something had happened 
earlier. 

Another pOiZt investigation, 
and one easily missed in a routine 
autopsy, are signs of strangulation, 
Dr. Balachandra said. Unless it is 
looked for specifically, damage to a 
victim's thyroid cartilage — which is 
particularly pliable in younger peo-
ple — or to the hyoid, a delicate U-
shaped bone in the neck, are hard 
to detect. 

"Those are very subtle changes, 
and some pathologists don't even 
look at it," he said. 

A thorough autopsy takes about 
two days, Dr. Balachandra said, and 
begins with full X-ray of the entire 
body, looking for signs of trauma. 

"If you bludgeon someone with a 
baseball bat, obviously you can see 
that," he said. "But there can be a 
hairline fracture in the head or neck 
that can be easily missed if you are 
not very careful when you are look-
ing for it." 

• 

Similarly, some type of bruising, 
not yet visible on the skin at the 
time of death, would still be detect-
able, particularly if the body had 
been embalmed (and thus well pre-
served, even at this stage). "It 
wouldn't be a cause of death, but it 
shows violence." 

An important benefit of a second 
autopsy is that the pathologist will 
be going in with an open mind, 
which is not always the case when a 
cause of death at first seems appar-
ent. 

"It is human nature [in a case like 
this], before you even start an au-
topsy, to think that the person 
drowned, because the history 
[could have been] presented to the 
pathologist in a certain way . . . 'He 
went missing, he must have wan-
dered in the water and drowned,' 
that kind of thing," Dr. Balachandra 
said. 

3.? rvroczuLsbn mils GLOBE AND MAIL 

Ron and Minnie Grozelle, parents of Royal Military College cadet Joe Grozelle, visit their son's grave at Greenwood Cemetery near Chatham, Ont., 
last week. Mr. Grozelle's body is to be exhumed today and will be taken to Toronto, where a second autopsy is to be performed. 
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Police don't know when autopsy 
results may be made public 

RIDGETOWN — The entire 
Grozelle family huddled together 

Greenwood Cemetery Thursday 
morning as Joe Grozelle's 
body was exhumed. 

Standing in the blustery 
wind, the close-knit family 
watched from a distance as 
investigators removed the 
21-year-old's casket from 
his grave. 

It was just a year ago, 
almost to the day, when 
the Grozelle family stood 
at the grave site and said 
goodbye to their beloved 
son and brother. 

It is hoped a second 
autopsy will shed some 
light on Grozelle's disap-
pearance and death. 

Grey winter clouds cast 
shadows over the cemetery 
as officials worked behind 
a tall, green fence with a 
backhoe to unearth 
Grozelle's casket. 

As the backhoe finished 
its work, the sun burned 
through the clouds and the 
coffin was put into a black 
van. 

Dr. Jim Cairns, the province's 
deputy chief coroner, attended the 
exhumation and could be seen 
walking from Grozelle's grave to 
where members of his family 
stood. Cairns gave the family 
updates on the progress of the 
exhumation. 

Mystery has surrounded 
Grozelle since he vanished from 
his dorm room at the Royal 
Military College in Kingston on 
Oct. 22, 2003. 

Even after an intensive 22-day 
land, water and air search, investi-
gators remained baffled by the 
third-year cadet's disappearance. 

Grozelle's water-logged body 
surfaced in the Cataraqui River on 
Nov. 13 after a storm rocked 

By Erica Brown 
The Daily News 

Family hopes 
exhumation 
provides clues 

DET. 
IAN G 

DR. 
CAI 

JIM 
RNS 

INSP. 
RANT 

Kingston. 
The first autopsy concluded 

Grozelle drowned, but didn't 
explain how he came to be in the 
water. 

Cairns has said that an initial 
investigation concluded 
Grozelle killed himself. 

However, his family does-
n't accept that conclusion 
and pushed for an investi- 
gation by Ontario 
Provincial Police. 

Since that began in 
February, new information 
has come to light along 
with more questions. 

The OPP requested the 
second autopsy. 
"We're doing this exhuma-

tion because there are 
many questions that are 
still unanswered in this 
investigation," Cairns said 
following the exhumation. 
"The first autopsy was not 

done taking into considera-
tion that it may be a suspi-
cious death." 

He said in the second 
autopsy investigators are 
looking for "tiny bits of evi-
dence that in a normal 
autopsy we wouldn't look 

for." 
Even if the second post-mortem 

doesn't reveal any new evidence, it 
is still a valuable aspect of the 
coroner's investigation, Cairns 
said. 

Dr. Michael Pollanen, the 
province's director of forensic 
pathology, was scheduled to con-
duct the autopsy Thursday after-
noon in Toronto. 

A forensic pathologist hired by 
the Grozelle family — Dr. John 
Butt, a former medical examiner 
in Alberta and Nova Scotia —
attended and participated in 
Thursday's autopsy. 

"It will help to give them some 
reassurance that a thorough exam-
ination has been done," Cairns 
said, of allowing the family to have 

a representative present. 
Grozelle's reinterment was ten-

tatively scheduled for early this 
morning. 

Det. Insp. Ian Grant, of the OPP, 
said while foul play is a possibility 

Merle Robillard Photo 

RON GROZELLE, FATHER OF JOE GROZELLE, TRIES TO KEEP WARM 
...in Greenwood Cemetery while the body of his son is exhumed for a second autopsy 

being explored, it isn't the only 
thing police are looking into. 

"Foul play is one of the options. 
We have all of the avenues open to 
us, we're not ruling any of them 
out," he said. "The investigation is 

looking at the overall picture of 
what happened to Joseph 
Grozelle." 

The Grozelle family didn't speak 
with reporters Thursday. 

See GROZELLE Page 8 



•
Ca 

- • - 1;,;`'S` • 4Fab 7.-  +,,--"1"; • 1̀;111..r--c).17-53111..(&...(1.015 gra 9` 

• y 41,•• • •..7.7.7; • 745:7.
• 
0-1 e-̂ ) po; ("Iv cs)  
-.F - 111P -40,  • -0- * 4b,- • +I.- 

• 
 - • • - I  -  • ' • '77-sL • ' ' ' - '•• r •  

‘;t141i7<ti eA4112,), 0•%, '4+0 
44,r • • -on 

Tt5) 4-) )1U ki•-} (14):t 1.4 )1(
-  The Chatham Daily News, Fri., Nov. 26, 2004 

A - (42 

0  •  . -'4 4"  
ti •  -.N.-  -06 • - ,. - •;-• • .4. 

),171--) 0'11 tr.-4-.0 0-1 ) , • 4)! Lc% Tir.-4.1  I I  r.). i•-:" 
c7) (.;\ /7.0  t1A".“..;.) 1.- 104/04(_:".A /ea 6 1 •GT.i

.
) (74.)1r, jk e•-•, P" • 

• dir _ 7 7  

k ••• 

• • • -co-' - -a; - 

Merle Robillard Photo 

MORE THAN ONE-DOZEN REPORTERS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS GATHERED 
...at Greenwood Cemetery in Ridgetown for the exhumation of Joe Grozelle 

Grozelle 
Continued from Page 1 

However, Ron Grozelle told The 
Chatham Daily News 
Wednesday that the family 

planned to go to Toronto while the 
autopsy was conducted. 

He has said that while the fam-
ily is upset about the exhumation, 
they will go through anything to 
find out what happened to Joe. 

OPP Sgt. Dave Rektor, told 
reporters the family wanted to 

thank them for attending the 
exhumation. 

Cairns said preliminary autop-
sy results would be known 
Thursday afternoon but further 
testing would take longer. He 
couldn't say when information 
would be made public. 
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MIKE HENSEN The London Free Press 
Ontario's deputy chief coroner, Dr. Jim Cairns, walks past fencing erected to obscure the coffin of Joseph Grozeile, whose body was exhumed yesterday morning from 
Greenwood Cemetery near Ridgetown. Unanswered questions about the 21-year-old's death prompted the decision for a second autopsy. See the story on Page Bl. 
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Second autopsy underway 
The body of Joe 
Grozelle was exhumed 
yesterday under 
orders of Ontario's 
deputy chief coroner. 
BY KELLY PEDRO 
Free Press Reporter 

• 
RIDGETOWN — Whipped 

by a chilly wind, Ron and 
Minnie Grozelle quietly 
watched yesterday as their 
youngest son's body was 
removed from the grave that 
has kept him for 369 days. 

More than a year after 
21-year-old Joe Grozelle's body 
was found floating in 
Kingston's Cataraqui River., 
his parents may be closer 
to answers they have wanted 
since the third-year Royal Mil-
itary College cadet went miss-
ing. 

What happened to him? How 
did he end up in the river? 

The first answers to those 
questions were never satisfy- 

CAIRNS 

ing to Ron Grozelle, who has 
long believed something more 
sinister than suicide led to the 
death of his son, a popular 
student who was a backup 
point guard for the college's 
varsity basketball team. 

Grozelle was last seen in his 
dorm room Oct. 22, 2003 by his 
girlfriend, Melissa Haggart. 
She told police she fell asleep 
at 1 a.m. and awoke at 
5:30 a.m. to find Grozelle gone, 
his wallet and cellphone left 
behind. 

He was reported missing 
later that evening when he 
didn't show up for basketball 
practice. His body was found 

GROZELLE 

22 days later. 
An initial autopsy found the 

cause of death was consistent 
with drowning, but unan-
swered questions have trou-
bled the Grozelle family. 

Unanswered questions have 
also bothered Ontario's deputy 
chief coroner Jim Cairns, who 
asked that Grozelle's body be 
exhumed for a second autopsy. 

The autopsy, which began 
yesterday at the coroner's 
office in Toronto, will take a 
closer look at detailed trace 
evidence, said Cairns. 

"We're looking for deep 
bruises that wouldn't have 
been noticed the first time,  

that sort of thing," he said. 
A pathologist with the 

coroner's office and a second 
one hired by the Grozelle 
family are working together. 

OPP Det. Insp. Ian Grant 
said the case is still a coro-
ner's investigation, trying to 
determine whether Grozelle's 
death was accidental, self-
inflicted or the result of foul 
play. 

"We're not focused on one 
avenue," he said. 

"Homicide is one possibil-
ity, but it's not the focus. 
We're not focused on homi-
cide, we're focused on the 
death as a whole." 

Yesterday, Ron and Minnie 
Grozelle and their children 
quietly looked on as a backhoe 
shovelled away dirt and 
unearthed their son's coffin. 

For more than an hour, they 
stood outside their green mini-
van, their arms sometimes 
wrapped around each other 
for support and to brace 
against the cold. 

See GROZELLE Page B2 

MIKE HENSEN The London Free Press 

COLD WAIT: Ron Grozelle, right, father of late Royal Military 
College cadet Joe Grozelle, and other relatives await the exhumation 
of Joe Grozelle's body at Greenwood Cemetery near Ridgetown. 

"Homicide is one possibility, 
but it's not the focus. We're 
not focused on homicide, 
we're focused on the death 

as a whole." 
Det. Insp. Ian Grant, 

Ontario Provincial Police 



GRIM WORK: A backhoe works to exhume the coffin containing the remains of Joseph Grozelle, 21, Thursday at the Greenwood. Cemetery in 
Ridgetown as his father, Ron Grozelle, left, and other family members watch. Star photos: Dan Janisse 

`What happened to Joe Grozelle?' Family hopes 2nd autopsy provides answer 
A year ago, the 21-year-old 

Ridgetown man's body had been 
plucked from a river near Kingston's 
Royal Military College, three weeks af-
ter the third-year student mysterious-
ly disappeared from his dorm room on 
the night of Oct. 21, 2003. 

It wasn't until recently that  

Grozelle's family discovered through 
the media that their son's death was 
being termed a suicide by the Canadi-
an Forces National Investigation Ser-
vice. The military investigators' report 
remains undisclosed to the public. 

PLEASE SEE AUTOPSY / A5 

Autopsy 
to look 

'Izgai for clues 
Cadet's remains exhumed 

itary — led Thursday to the exhuma-
tion of a former cadet's body from his 
Chatham-Kent grave. 

Snow blasted by icy winds swept 
through the tombstones and pines of 
Greenwood Cemetery as a backhoe 
gingerly dug down to reveal the coffin 
of Joe Grozelle. 

- . 

CONTINUED FROM Al 

On Wednesday, Ron and Minnie 
Grozelle were part of a close knot of ' 
family members who stood nearby as 
the body of Joe, the fourth of the cou-
ple's five children, was exhumed. 

The coffin was draped in the Canadi-
an flag and then driven to a morgue in 
Toronto where it will be examined be-
fore a re-interment expected today. 

"There are many questions that are 
still unanswered," said Ontario deputy 
chief coroner Dr. Jim Cairns, adding 
they necessitated this week's exhuma-
tion which he attended. He said a sec-
ond, and more thorough, autopsy on 
Grozelle will be conducted by Dr. 
Michael Pollanen, director of the 
forensic pathology unit at the coro-
ner's office, and Dr. John Butt, a former 
chief medical examiner for Alberta 
and Nova Scotia, who is acting on be-
half of the Grozelle family. 

Cause may be suspicious 

While not openly critical of the first 
autopsy conducted a year ago, Cairns 
said Wednesday it had not been under-
taken with a view that the cause of 
Grozelle's death may have been suspi-
cious. 

"Foul play is one of the options ... 
homicide is a possibility," said Det. In-
sp. Ian Grant, head of the OPP's inves-
tigation into the cadet's death. 

Grant was part of a large provincial 
police presence during the exhuma-
tion. 

Cairns said pathologists would ex-
amine marks on the body, particularly 
any evidence of deep bruising, and', 
take samples for more detailed forensic „ 
analysis. 

Both he and Grant said any new find-
ings may simply confirm the conclu-
sions of the original autopsy by mili-
tary investigators — which identified , 
drowning as the cause of death. 

Grant refused to discuss details of 
the police investigation, including 
what prompted the OPP to demand the  r  
exhumation, something that is very 1 
rarely done in Ontario. 

The Grozelles would not comment 
Wednesday, but OPP Sgt. Dave Rektor, 
asked by the family to speak on their  11  
behalf, said it has been "a very long 
and enduring process for them." 

Cairns said it could be several weeks 
before results of the pathological ex-
amination are known. 

BY DOUG SCHMIDT 
STAR STAFF REPORTER 

RIDGETOWN 

A year of questioning by an an-
guished family — which prompted the 
OPP earlier this year to quietly reopen 
an investigation closed shut by the mil- 

- IA I 

dschmidt@thestarcanwest.com  

rq or 255-5586 
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for second autopsy 
__ _,...m..., 440_ 
Detectives expect investigation will take 
weeks or months depending on results 
BY TIMOTHY APPLEBY 

Unravelling the truth about the 
death of a Royal Military College 
cadet whose body was exhumed 
yesterday from a southwestern On-
tario graveyard for a second autop-
sy will likely take weeks or months. 

"Realistically, I would expect 
we've probably got a couple of 
months work to do," said Ontario 
Provincial Police Detective-Inspec-
tor Ian Grant, who heads a four-
officer police team that has spent 
the past nine months re-examin-
ing the death of third-year cadet 
Joe Grozelle, whose body was 
found in a river one year ago near 
the Kingston campus. 

What happens next, Det. Insp. 
Grant said, will depend on what 
emerges at the second autopsy, 
which was expected to have been 
completed last night. 

"The autopsy is key in regards to 
whether or not we need more fo-
rensic testing and how long that 
will take. You gather the samples, 
then decide what [further] tests 
you need to do and what you're 
looking for." 

Perturbed by what he perceives 
as a host of questions left unan-
swered by the Canadian military's  

investigation of events, the cadet's 
father, Ron Grozelle suspects his 
21-year-old son was slain. The 
working thesis of the initial investi-
gation was that the cadet killed 
himself. 

While insisting that all avenues 
remain open, including the possi-
bility of suicide or an accident, po-
lice and the provincial coroner's of-
fice were sufficiently impressed by 
Mr. Grozelle's doubts to reopen the 
case in February. 

'Obviously we would have 

preferred not to have 

gone through this, but 

we're doing all right and 

we're hopeful we can find 

some clues . . 

That re-examination resulted in 
the rare decision to exhume the 
cadet's remains. 

The exhumation at Greenwood 
Cemetery in Ridgetown, southeast 
of Chatham, took about two hours. 

Amid light snow and a biting 
wind, a backhoe began digging 
shortly after 8:30 a.m., screened 

from a cluster of reporters and 
television cameras by a temporary 
green fence. 

The cemetery's truck-mounted 
crane then hoisted the steel casket, 
placed it in a panel van belonging 
to the provincial coroner's office 
and drove to Toronto. 

The white cross at the burial plot 
was left undisturbed. 

Together with his wife Minnie, 
and the couple's four other chil-
dren, Mr. Grozelle watched the dig-
ging and said afterward that the 
family was holding up well. 

Det. Insp. Grant was also pre-
sent, as was deputy chief coroner 
Jim Cairns, whose office ordered 
the exhumation after consultation 
with police. 

The work "was a bit late in start-
ing because of the weather but 
once it got going everything went 
smoothly," said Mr. Grozelle, who 
travelled to Toronto after the cas-
ket was unearthed to be on hand 
when the autopsy got under way. 

"Obviously we wo • ave pre-
ferred not to have gone through 
this, but we're doing all right and 
we're hopeful we can find some 
clues as to what happened." 

The decision to reopen the case 
came after Mr, Grozelle and others 
assembled information suggesting 
the investigation by the military's 
National Investigation Service, aid-
ed by Kingston Police, was incom-
plete and flawed. 
- - 
The focus of the information 

was threefold: some apparent in-
terference with the cadet's com-
puter on the evening he disap-
peared; questions about how some 
of his personal effects vanished 
and then reappeared in his dormi- 

tory room; and the near-normal 
appearance of the young. man's 
body when it was discovered float-
ing in the Cataraqui River in Kings-
ton, three weeks after he went 
missing. 

"We're still of the opinion that he 

didn't do any harm to himself, so 
there's got to be some other expla-
nation, this is what we're seeking," 
Mr. Grozelle said. 

"We're keeping this moving and 
as long as it moves. We're hopeful 
there'll be a resolution." 

ANDREW AV/WAGE/1' FTE GLOBE AND MAD 

Body of cadet Joe Grozelle is exhumed from a cemetery near Chatham yesterday for a second autopsy. 
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Dan Janisse/TheWindsor Star 

As police and provincial coroner's office officials look on, the coffin containing the remains ofJoseph 
Grozelle, 21, is exhumed yesterday at the Greenwood Cemetery in Ridgetown. The OPP is taking another 
look into the mysterious death last year of the Royal Military College cadet. 

lr 

Grozelle's family looks on 
as cadet's body exhumed 
OPP ordered 
new autopsy 

to search 
for evidence 
of foul play 

By Tamsin McMahon 
Whig-Standard StaffWriter 

MHE SIGN INTO RIDGETOWN 
1 welcomes visitors to "the 

friendliest community in On-
tario." 

The pretty little town about an 
hour from Detroit is barely a dot 
on the map nestled among some 
of the province's biggest cities, 
including London, Windsor and 
Sarnia. 

But Ridgetown has put its sou-
venir hospitality to good use play-
ing host to a flood of visitors since 
investigators began probing the 
death of one of the town's cher-
ished native sons, found in the wa-
ter of Kingston's harbour more 
than a year ago. 

The country's news media de-
scended on Ridgetown yesterday 
morning, huddling in blustery 
winds and blowing snow to watch 
as OPP and coroners exhumed 
the body of Joe Grozelle in search 
of clues that could unlock the 
mystery of his death. 

This time last yegr, Ridgetown 
was awash in blazing red Royal 
Military College uniforms as 160 
cadets and a dozen guards with 
rifles performed a full military fu-
neral for the 21-year-old cadet at 
the municipality's Greenwood 
Cemetery. 

Yesterday, the cemetery wit-
nessed a ceremony of a different 
sort. 

A small army of police brought 
in from the OPP's western region 
headquarters in London shut 
down the cemetery and city 
workers strung yellow caution 
tape on trees among the grave 
stones. 

The sounds of military trum-
pets and bagpipes were replaced 
by the whirring and grating of 
construction equipment brought 
in to lift Grozelle's casket from 
the ground into a waiting hearse, 
in which it was taken to Toronto 
for a second autopsy. 

Many people have been disin-
terred from Greenwood Ceme-
tery and moved to new plots since 
it opened in 1895. 

But this is the first time any-
one can remember that a court 
has ordered someone exhumed 
at the request of Ontario's chief  

coroner. 
Joe Grozelle's disappearance 

last October from his first-floor 
dorm room at RMC, where he was 
a third-year cadet, and the discov-
ery of his body in Kingston's In-
ner Harbour 22 days later stunned 
Ridgetown. 

The Grozelles are a well-liked 
family from the neighbouring 
farm community of Duart. The 
children attended school and the 
entire family regularly attended 
church in Ridgetown. 

Please see NEW, Page 4 A - 
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LOCAL NEWS 

New autopsy looks for 'tiny bits' of evidence 

Dan Janisse/TheWindsor Star 

Minnie and Ron Grozelle, right, are joined by other family members as the body 

of their son, Joseph, 2 I, is exhumed at Greenwood Cemetery in Ridgetown 

continued from Page 1 

:*"This is a small community. Things 
ie this aren't supposed to happen 
4,re. They don't happen here," said the 
4Tozelle's neighbour; Eleanor Deshaw. 
It shocked everybody." 

Deshaw, the Grozelle family was 
the quintessential good neighbour. Ron 

rozelle was often over fixing equip-
ilient on her farm for her husband, 
V.Tho has multiple sclerosis. 

',The five children, including the 
youngest son known around Ridge-
town as Joey, were all athletic and 
would be out late into the night playing 
basketball in the illuminated yard. The 
family drove to the East Coast just to 
watch the eldest son, Jim, play basket-
ball. 

Deshaw's heart goes out to Grozelles. 
She, like Joe's father, can't accept the 
tbeory that the happy, well-adjusted 
lioy next door took his own life. "No-
body who knew Joey could believe it 
was suicide," Deshaw said. 

It was Ron Grozelle's belief that mili-
tary investigators overlooked vital 
qUestions when they ruled his son's 
death a suicide that eventually led 
pathologists to exhume his son's body 
yesterday. 

Ron Grozelle, believing that someone 
had information about his son's death, 
asked for an independent investiga-
tion. The Ontario chief coroner's office 
Obliged and brought in the OPP to con-
duct an independent coroner's probe. 
'- 'None of this made national headlines 
until the coroner's office announced 
fast month that it was exhuming 
Grozelle's body to perform a second,  

more thorough autopsy that would look 
for signs of homicide. 

And suddenly, yesterday morning, 
there were more than 20 reporters, 
photographers and cameramen hud-
dled together behind a police road-
block in the cemetery, stomping over 
century-old grave markers to catch a 
shot of Joe Grozelle's plot, marked by a 
simple white cross, hidden behind a 
six-foot-high green tarp. 

Chatham-Kent municipal workers 
spent more than an hour digging 35 
piles of earth onto a waiting dump 
truck, which had to make three trips to 
unload behind a wooden fence. Three 
men in bright orange hardhats and or-
ange suits with yellow suspenders 
hopped into the plot to dig until 
Grozelle's coffin, encased in a cement 
vault, was hoisted onto a lift truck. 

Mementos that had been placed 
alongside the coffin were returned to 
the family before the casket was 
draped in a Canadian flag, a gesture by 
the coroner's office to show respect for 
the fact that Grozelle had been a mili-
tary cadet. 

The casket was quickly whisked 
away in a hearse to the chief coroner's 
office morgue in downtown Toronto, 
where investigators hoped to complete 
a second autopsy later in the day. 

From there, everything inside the 
casket would have been placed in a 
sealed, numbered bag. All the contents 
would have been recorded during the 
autopsy: the state of Grozelle's body 
and clothes and that of any mementos 
or pictures that were buried with him. 

Pathologists would have examined  

his external features, internal organs 
and skeleton looking for new informa-
tion about his death. 

The first autopsy, done at Kingston 
General Hospital, concluded Grozelle 
had died from asphyxia associated 
with drowning. The reason for his 
death - homicide, suicide or accidental 
- was listed as inconclusive. 

But investigators from the military's 
National Investigation Service ruled 
Grozelle's death a suicide, so the coro-
ner's office performed a more general 
autopsy that didn't look for signs of a 
suspicious death, deputy chief coroner 
Dr. Jim Cairns said. 
• Cairns witnessed the exhumation 
along with Kingston regional coroner 

' Dr. Andrew McCallum and Dr. John 
Butt, the former chief medical officer 
for Alberta and Nova Scotia, hired by 
the family to help conduct the autopsy. 

Both Butt and Dr. Michael Pollanen 
were to perform the autopsy yesterday. 

Examinations, like those to find 
bruises on very deep muscles, weren't  

conducted during the first autopsy be-
cause they disfigure the body, Cairns 
said. Those kinds of tests were to be 
done yesterday. 

"We're looking for tiny bits of evi-
dence that a normal autopsy wouldn't 
look for," he said. 

Pathologists are conducting the sec-
ond autopsy, in part, to make sure 
nothing was missed the first time. 

"Positive findings are important and 
negative findings are equally impor-
tant," Cairns said. 

Another test to look for single-celled 
organisms that live in water, called dia-
toms, would likely be performed yester-
day. The test can detect whether the or-
ganisms are present in Grozelle's bone 
marrow If they are, it's conclusive evi-
dence that Grozelle drowned, Cairns 
said. Investigators can't draw any con-
clusions if the organisms aren't found, 
the coroner said, including whether 
Grozelle was dead before he was in the 
water. 

"A negative test doesn't mean any- 

thing," he said. 
The test performed at the original 

autopsy came up negative. 
OPP investigator Det.-Insp. Ian 

Grant stressed that homicide is only 
one of the avenues that police are ex-
ploring. 

"I don't want to give the impression 
that that is the focus of the investiga-
tion," he said. "The investigation 
looking at the overall picture of what 
happened to Joseph Grozelle." 

Grant wouldn't go into details about 
how the OPP's investigation differs 
from the one conducted by the mili-
tary's NIS. "We are looking at inform-.. 
tion, some of it the NIS had in the first 
instance," he said. 

"We see it in a different light or we 
might have different questions bet-
cause of our experiences." it' 

Cairns said coroners expected t'd,  
have some preliminary results yestel,,  
day but might conduct tests that would= 
take weeks. When their findings be-
come public depends on what pothole,: 
gists find and what it means for thee: 
OPP investigation. 

Cairns said investigators had tenta:' 
tively scheduled to complete the autop-
sy and have Grozelle's body reinterred 
tomorrow morning, but said the 
process could take longer. 

It took two hours yesterday to rep 
trieve Joe Grozelle from the ground; 
from a dull sunrise just after 8 a.m(.' 
when the backhoe struck the smooth,  
grass, until city workers began throW;-: 
ing their shovels into the back of 'a 
pickup truck around 11 a.m.  

The Grozelle family, for its part, kept.: 
far back from the scene of the exhumaL; 
tion, at times holding each other, at, 
times heading for the family's green'.  
van to keep warm in the freezing tent='` 
peratures. 

It wasn't until after Joe Grozelle's 
casket had been lifted from the grouri& 
into the waiting hearse, until the md2  
dia scrum was over and most of the p&-' 
lice, coroners and reporters had left,. 
until the sound of rumbling equip'-' 
ment had died away, that the family 
walked behind the green tarp, bowing 
their heads as they gathered around. 

Li Joe Grozelle's empty grave. 
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Briefly 
Grozelle returned 

to resting place 
A second autopsy on the body of 

Joe Grozelle will help shed some 
light on the 21-year-old's disap-
pearance and death. 

Ontario deputy chief coroner Dr. 
Jim Cairns said the exhumation 
and autopsy of the Royal Military 
College cadet's body was worth it. 

"The exhumation was valuable 

1  and the autopsy gave us great 
assistance," he said Friday after-
noon. 

71-6,41,-.4i-,',444:1W.;:zeiffr'sf-tifif41 "It will help us answer some of 
the questions." 

Grozelle's remains were 
returned to his resting place at 
Greenwood Cemetery in 
Ridgetown Friday, after being 
exhumed Thursday morning. 

Grozelle vanished from his 
dorm room at the college Oct. 22. 

4 
His body surfaced 22 days later in 
Kingston's Cataraqui River. 

Cairns was tight-lipped about 
what questions the autopsy will 
help answer and about whether 
the procedure changed the direc-
tion of the investigation. 

Det. Insp. Ian Grant, head of 
the OPP's unit investigating the 
21-year-old's death, said samples 
taken during the autopsy will be 
tested. 

Both officials refused to com-
ment on results of the autopsy. 

A 

44;:t.,AV • ‘,10.P,P.it  

I  ArN4  114' 'AV A4]; ' '̀17 
.41-1113,"'  

t.WP..-"t4i1NW 
iv*  4lb tit.  ayl"titi ," air 

-444-2t3 

Saturday, November 27, 2004 • The London Free Press  

- _ 

.d
•ii.
.  lf. .

, ,
. 4

.7:: 
 ., 

1.7.114P  

. sP 

4101 

0 4111. 

Grozelle 
autopsy 
`useful' 

The coroner says a lot 
of information was 
gained that will assist 
the OPP investigation. 

BY KELLY PEDRO 
Free Press Reporter 

A second autopsy performed 
on Joe Grozelle has provided 
some answers about what hap-
pened to the 21-year-old whose 
body was found floating in 
Kingston's Cataraqui River 
more than a year ago. 

But the Grozelle family, 
investigators and the public 
are still two months away 
from finding out those and 
other answers, Dr. Jim Cairns, 
Ontario's deputy chief coro-
ner, said yesterday. 

"This was a very worth-
while procedure and. we 
gained a lot of information 
that will be valuable in the 
OPP investigation," he said. 

Cairns wouldn't disclose 
what was found but said fur-
ther tests are needed. 

"At the end of the autopsy, 
Dr. Pollanen, Dr. Butt and 
myself were satisfied that 
everything that could be 
done had been done." 

Dr. Jim cairns, 
Ontario's deputy chief coroner 

Grozelle was exhumed from 
,.Greenwood Cemetery ' in 
Ridgetown Thursday. His. 
body was sent to the coroner's 
office in Toronto where an 
autopsy was begun at 3 p.m., 
ending about five hours later. 

Grozelle's father Ron said 
last night that a full autopsy 
should have been performed 
more than a year ago after his 
son's body was found. 

Instead, a partial autopsy 
was performed and the time 
that has since lapsed may 
make finding answers more 
difficult, he said. 

"An opportunity was lost," 
Grozelle said. Still, he was 
pleased to see the task was 
finally performed. 

"We're encouraged to see 
that," he said, adding that he has 
been told that tests will be com-
pleted in two to three weeks.  

CAIRNS: GROZELLE: 

Second autopsy His body was 
was thorough. found in a river. 

The autopsy was performed 
by Dr. Michael Pollanen, the 
province's director of forensic 
pathology, with the participa-
tion of Dr. John Butt, a former 
medical examiner in Alberta 
and Nova Scotia, who was 
hired by the Grozelles. 

"It was thorough and they 
agreed on the findings," 
Cairns said. • 

"At the end of the autopsy, 
Dr. Pollanen, Dr. Butt and 
myself were satisfied that 
everything that could be done 
had been done." ' 

Cairns said the autopsy was 
performed as if the case had 
been a homicide. 

He said investigators are not 
treating Grozelle's death as 

-to the probe. It said it wel-

the family yesterday. 

Military College cadet, was 
last seen in his dorm room 
Oct. 22, 2003, by his girlfriend, 
Melissa Haggart. She told 
police she fell asleep at 1 a.m. 
and awoke at 5:30 a.m. to find 

practice. His body was found 
22 days later. 

by the Canadian Forces' 

Grozelle gone. 

didn't show up for basketball 

National. Investigation Service 
found the cause of death was 
consistent with drowning, but 
it couldn't determine how 
Grozelle ended up in the river. 

leaked at "all possible causes" 
in Grozelle's death and "com-
mitted considerable resources" 

comes the OPP and coroner 
investigation and will con-
tinue to co-operate fully. 

reporter Jonathan. Sher 
With files from Free Press.  

The body was returned to 

Grozelle, a third-year Royal 

He was reported missing 
later that evening when he 

An initial autopsy and probe 

The National Investigation 
Service said yesterday it 

homicide, although it is a 
possibility. 
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After second autopsy, 
Grozelles 'wait and see'  
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Dan Jantsserrho Windsor Star 

The body of Royal Military College cadet Joe Grozelle is 
exhumed Thursday in Ridgetown for a second autopsy 

By Tamsin McMahon 
Whig-Standard Staff Writer 

THE FAMILY OF JOE GROZELLE 
said they don't expect re-

sults of a second autopsy on the 
21-year-old Royal Military Col-
lege cadet to be available for 
several weeks. 

But Grozelle's father, Ron 
Grozelle, said he heard from a 
pathologist hired by the family 
that the autopsy, performed 
Thursday, was thorough, in con-
trast to one performed last year 
in Kingston that ruled the third-
year cadet's death was consis-
tent with drowning. 

"Now we just have to wait and 
see." 

Joe Grozelle's body was ex-
humed Thursday from Green-
wood Cemetery in the south-
western Ontario community of 
Ridgetown and taken to the 
provincial chief coroner's office 
in Toronto, where pathologists 
hoped to find new clues to the 
cadet's unexplained death. 

A top student and basketball 
player at RMC, Grozelle disap-
peared from his dorm room 
while writing a school assign-
ment sometime overnight Oct. 
22, 2003. 

His body was recovered from 
the Inner Harbour near the mil-
itary college 22 days later, after 
weeks of fruitless searching by 
the military and police divers. 

Ontario's deputy coroner, Dr. 
Jim Cairns, said pathologists 
completed the autopsy Thurs-
day and returned Grozelle's 
body to his family to be rein-
terred yesterday. 

He said both Dr. Michael Pol-
lanen and the family's patholo-
gist, Dr. John Butt, agreed on 
what tissues and samples were 
taken for further testing, but 
Cairns wouldn't elaborate on 
what was taken or the kind of 
tests to be performed. 

"Everything that was to be ex-
amined has been examined and 
any additional tests and tissues 
needed to be kept have been 
kept," Cairns said. 

Grozelle's family received the 
original autopsy report only 10 
days ago and Ron Grozelle said 
he believes the information was 
handed over only because the 
pathologist hired by the family 
to help perform the second au-
topsy needed it. 

"In fact, if plans for an ex-
humation had not been made, 
we probably would not have got-
ten that information," Ron  

Grozelle told The Whig. 
Cairns has said the coroner's 

office decided to exhume the 
body to perform a more thor-
ough autopsy that would search 
for trace evidence of a suspi-
cious death, such as bruising on 
the deep muscles. 

Such tests weren't conducted 
the first time, Cairns said, be-
cause the pathologists weren't 
looking for foul play since mili-
tary investigators had ruled 
Grozelle's death a suicide. 

Ron. Grozelle said he also felt 
the first autopsy wasn't thor-
ough enough after going over 
the results with the family's 
pathologist, Dr. Butt. 

Butt declined to comment on 
the autopsy. 

Grozelle didn't learn of the 
military theory that his son had 
killed himself until it was re-
ported in the media. 

Aside from autopsy reports 
that listed Joe Grozelle's cause 
of death as inconclusive, the 
family still hasn't received any 
reports from the Canadian 
Forces National Investigation 
Service, the coroner's office or 
Kingston Police about the inves-
tigation into Grozelle's death. 

"We have never been given 
any explanation as to where the 
reports are coming from with re-
spect to Joe initially having com-
mitted suicide," Ron Grozelle 
said. 

"That really surprised me 
that information like that is be-
ing put out without advising the 
family as to what they have 
found. It's very disturbing." 

The mystery and the drawn-
out investigation into the 
cadet's death has been difficult 
for the family, Ron Grozelle 
said. 

He thanked the coroner for 
deciding to do a second autopsy 
but he also questioned why that 
decision took so long. 

Reached yesterday before his 
son's body had been returned to 
Ridgetown, Ron Grozelle said 
the family was planning a pri-
vate afternoon gathering at the 
grave site where Grozelle was to 
be reinterred. 

The Grozelles have always 
planned to erect a headstone at 
the site of their son's grave, 
which is now marked by a sim-
ple white cross. But they were 
waiting until they could pin-
point the day of Grozelle's death 
for the inscription on the stone. 

His mother, Minnie, was mak-
ing arrangements for a head-
stone the day before the family 
got the call that their son would 
be exhumed. 

"So we've just put that on hold 
until after the event took place," 
Ron Grozelle said. 

"On the other hand, it has tak-
en this long and we still don't 
have an official date of death." 
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Ron Grozelle, right, Joe Grozelle's father, walks with another man 
through Greenwood Cemetery in Chatham, Ont., during the 
exhumation of his son's remains on Thursday. 
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Cadet's body buried again 
Second autopsy,  performed this week 
on man found floating in river last year 

BY TIMOTHY APPLEBY 

The body of a Royal Military College 
cadet was reburied near Chatham 
yesterday afternoon after a rare sec-
ond autopsy in Toronto that the 
province's deputy chief coroner de-
scribed as thorough and extremely 
useful. 

"Was it of value to exhume this 
body?" said Jim Cairns, who super-
vised the postmortem. "The answer 
is absolutely yes." 

Further tests will be performed 
on tissue samples taken from the 
body of Joe Grozelle, whose family 
suspects foul play, disputing the ap-
parent conclusion of military inves - 
tigators -- never spelled out — that 
the 21-year-old cadet probably 
committed suicide. 

After speaking to one of the doc-
tors who performed the autopsy on 
Thursday, Mr. Grozelle's father, Ron, 
said he had been offered no answers 
as to how his son died but was none-
tiftless encouraged. 

"The only indication I got was 
that it may be that the authorities 
are now starting to put a little bit 
more weight on this homicide sce 
- toossawko-CIFT 

nario, perhaps moving a bit in that 
direction. That's a positive sign." 

Mr. • Grozelle's body was found 
floating in the Cataraqui River near 
downtown Kingston in November, 
2003, three weeks after he mysteri-
ously vanished overnight from his 
dormitory room. 

Thursday's exhumatiOn was or-
dered by the coroner's office after 
the case was reopened and the On-
tario Provincial Police launched an 
eight-month investigation. 

The six-hour autopsy at the coro-
ner's building in downtown Toronto 
involved taking X-rays and photo-
graphs, extracting a range of tissue 
samples and examining the body 
for signs of bruising. 

It was performed by Michael Poll-
anen, director of the forensic pa-
thology unit at the coroner's office, 
and John Butt, a former chief med-
ical examiner for Alberta and Nova 
Scotia, whom the Grozelle family 
retained. 

Dr. Cairns said the two specialiSts 
agreed on their findings and the ex-
amination was as complete as any 
he has seen. 

"Without inferring that this was a  

The family of Joe Grozelle, 21, 
suspects foul play in his death. 

homicide, this autopsy was done in 
the same manner as a homicide au-
topsy, where nothing is left, where 
everything is looked for. WhateVer 
information the body of Joe Gro-
zelle is giving to us, we have every-
thing. We don't have to go back 
again." 

Draped in a Maple Leaf flag, anew 

'The only indication I got 
was that it may be that 
the authorities are now 
starting to put a little bit 
more weight on this 
homicide scenario... .'  
Ron Grozelle 

casket containing Mr. Grozelle's re-
mains left the coroner's building at 
about 11 a.m., was taken to Green-
wood cemetery in Ridgetown and 
was reinterred without ceremony. 

The next round of tests, expected 
to take a few weeks, will be carried 
out at the coroner's building and at 
the Centre for Forensic Sciences 
next door. 

The case was reopened after the 
senior Mr. Grozelle and a team of 
helpers compiled a package of in-
formation suggesting that the origi-
nal probe by the military's national 
investigation service, aided by 
Kingston police, was badly flawed. 

After reburying his son yesterday, 
the father said he appreciates the 
renewed efforts to uncover the 
truth. 

"The only thing that crosses my 
mind is why this wasn't done at the 
outset. That's always the question." 


